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TO THE 
Right Honourable my very good Lord, 
- T-H4 
Duke of Buckingham his Grace; 


LORD ks 


ENGLAND: 


Excellent Lord, 
F"YOLOMON (as, A good 


name 1s a Precious O ynt- 


” ment ; and, I aſſure my "af 
ſuch will Your Gs Name be with 


 Poſterity ; for Your Fortune and Me - 
rit, both have been Eminent ; and You 


have planted things that are like to laſt: 
I do now publiſh my Eſſays ; which, of 
all ny other Works, have been moſt cur- 


rent: For that, as it ſeems, they come 
A 2  bomie 


- Ak” a —_—_— ——— GO 


—  — — a. 


"The Epiſtle DDollentory. 


home to Mens Buſineſs, and Boſoms, 


1 have enlarged them both ; in Number 
and Weight ;- ſo that they are indeed « 
New Work. I thought it therefore 
agreeable to my  Aﬀettion, and Obligatian 
to Your Grace, to prefix Your Name 


before them, both i in Engliſh and La- 


tine: For 7 do conceive,that the Latine - 


Volume of them, (being i in the Univer. 
fal Language ) may laſt as long 4s 


et Books laſt. My Inftauration 7 de 
' dicated to the King ; my Hiſtory 0 


Henry the Seventh (which T have nov 
alſo tranſlated into Latine) and m. - 
Portions of Natural Hiſtory to the. 
Prince. And theſe I Dedicate to Yout 

Grace, being of the beſt Fruits, that, _- 
by the cood increaſe which God gives t 


., my Pen. and Labours, T could yieli 


God lead Your Grace by the hand, | 


Your Graces moſt obliged. 
| and Faithful Servant, 


Fr. St. ALBAN 


Elogics on thellluſtrious Author, 


Ben, Johnſon, in his Thowertte P. IOT., 


*HERE happened in my'time, one noble 
Speaker | Lord Veralam | who was full 
of gravity in his ſpeaking. His language{(where 
he could ſpare or pals by a jeſt ) was nobly cen- 
ſorious. No man ever ſpake more neatly, more 
preſly, more weightily, or ſuffered leſs emptineſs, 
leſs idleneſs in what he uttered. No member of 
his Speech, but contifted of the own-graces. His 
TO could not cough or look alide from him 
without loſs. He commanded where he ſpoke; 
and had his Judges avgry and pleaſed at his de- 
yvotion. No man had their aftections more in his 
power. The fear of every man that heard him, 
was,lelt he thould makean end. And afterwards, 
Lord Egerton, the Chancellor, a great and grave 
Orator,&c. But his learned and able, ( though 
unfortunate ) Succeſſor, |-Lord Bacon | is he, 
who hath tilled up all members, and performed 
that in our tongue, which may be compar'd or. 
prefer*d, cither to infolent Greece or haughty 
Rome. In ſhort, within his view, and about his 
times, were all the Wits born, chat could honour 
A language or help ſtudy. Now things daily fall; 
Wits grow downward and Eloquence goes back 

ward So that he may benam'd and fiand as the 
mark and &x«s ' Of Our Language. And 


_ —_ _— EEE . ”©_— __—_— —— —  _ —_— _- 


"Andalittle after, My conceit of his Perſon was 
never increaſed toward him, by his place or ho- 


nours. But 1 have and do reverence him for the 
ercatneſs that was only proper to himſelt, in that 


| he ſeem'd to me ever by his work, one of the 


oreateſt men, and moſt worthy of admiration, 
that had been in many ages. In his Adverlity I 
ever prayed, that God would give him firength, 


| forg1catne(s he could not want, Neither could 


I condole in a word or {yllable forhim 3 as know- 
ing no Accident could do harm to Vertue ,- but 
rather help t6 make it manifeſt, 


A. Cowley, in his Poem to the Royal Society, af- 
ter ſomexefletions upon the State of Philoſo- 
pby aforetime, goes on, 

Gy few exalted Spirits this latter Age has ſhown, 

v3 That labour'd to aſſert the Liberty Xs 

( From Guardians, who were now UVſurpers grown ) 

Of this Old Minor till, Captiv'd Philoſapby 3 
But "twas Rebellion calPd to fight 

| For ſuch a long oppreſſed Right. | 

BACON at laſt, a mighty Man, aroſe, 
Whom a wiſe King and Nature choſe 
Lord Chancellor of both their Laws, 

And boldly undertook the injur” d Pupils caitſe. | 

| | 88 
Authority, which did a Body boaſt, b | 
Though "twas but Air condensd, and ftalk'd about, 


Like ſome old Giants more Gigantic Ghoſt ; 
. To terrifie the Learned Rout 


With the plain Magick of true Reaſons Light; :- 
He chac'd out of our fight, No 


Nor ſuffer'd Living Men to be miſled 
By the vain ſhadows of the Dead : Cfled 3 
To Graves from whence it roſe.the conquer? d Phantome 
He broke that Monſtrous God which ſtood 
In mid(t of th' Orchard, and the whole did claim, 
Which with a uſeleſs Sith of Wood, 
And ſomething elſe not worth a name, 
C Both vaſt for ſhew, yet neither fit 
Or to Defend, or to Beget, _ 
Ridiculous and ſenceleſs Terrors ! ) made 
Children and ſuperſtitions Men afraid. 
The Orchards open now, and free 
BACON has broke that Scare-crow Deity 
Come. enter. all that will, 
Behold the rip'ned Fruit, come gather now your fill, 
Yet ſtill, methinks, we fain would be 
Catching at the Forbidden Tree, 
We would be like the Dettie, 
When Truth and Falſhood, Good and Evil, we 
Without the Sences aid within our ſelves would ſee; 
For *tis God only who can find 
AH Nature in his Mind. 
I'V. 
From Words, which are but Piftures of the Thought, 
(Though we our Thonghts from them perverſly drew) 
To Things, the Minds right Obje&, be it brought, 
Like fooliſh Birds to painted Grapes we flew , 
He ſought and gather'd for our uſe the True 3 
Ana when on heaps the choſen Bunches lay, 
He preſt them wiſely the Mechanic way, 
Til all their juyce did in one Veſſel joyn, 
Ferment into a Nouriſhment Divine, 


The thirſty Souls refreſhing Wine. Who 
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i | EY W 7h to the ie. an exait Piece wonld make, 
f', Auſt not fromothers Work a Copy take > 
i! b-/ No,'not from Rubens or Vandikez 
| $7 Much leſs content himſelf to make it like 


WIE: Th Ideas and the Images which ly - 

\ 5 In bis own F ancy,. or his Memory. 723 , 5 4. | 
[RPE - : No; be before his fight muſt place | FOE 
i051 8 The Natural and Living. Face... + bo 
(HE-4 Bk The real Object muſt command. . 

WIE Each Judgment of this Eye.and: Motion orf hs Hand, 
WES Yew. 
f f f  Fromtbeſe long IE of the way, 
[128 In which our wandring Predeceſſors went. 
| tka And like th' old Hebrews many years did ſtray 
| l:&; Ta Deſarts but of ſmall extent, 


\} BACON, like Moſes, led us forth at laſt, 
WE The barren W ilderneſs be paſt, 
ol 95 Did on the very Border ſtand 
{if} - ' Of thebleſtp gy Land, _ 
"22; And frem the fee Fes Top of his Exalted Wit, 
[2 Saw it himſelf, and ſheyy'd us it, 
| 2 But Life did never to one Man allow 

| Time to Diſcover Worlds, and Conguer #09 
Norcan ſo fhort-a Line ſufficient be 
To fathom the vaſt depths of Natures Sea : 

The work be did we ot t ' admire, 

And were wnjuit if me ſhould more require 
From his fer years, divided "twixt th' Exceſs | 
Of low AfﬀiiGion, and high Happineſs : 
For whoon things remote can fix bis ſight, 
That's 4 always i in @ f Triumph, or @ :F zght ? 
We Go OO OE TR | A, Cowley: 
3 A 
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Pilate, and would not ſtay for 
an anſwer. Certainly there 
| be, that delight in giddineſs, 
: and count it a Bondage to hx 
1 a Belictz affecting free-will 

tank = inthinking, as well as in act- 
 1vg, And though the Sects of Philoſophers of 
that kind be gone, yet there remain certain diſ- 
courſing Wits, which are of the ſame Veins, 
though there be not ſo much Blood in them, as 
was in thoſe of the Antients. But it 1s not only 
the difficulty and labour, which men take in fin- 
ding out of Truth; nor again, that when it is 
found, it impoſeth upon mens thoughts, that 
doth brivg Lies in favour but a natura), though 
corrupt Love, of 'the Lie it (elf. One of the 
ater Schools of the Grecian examine:h' the 
matter, and is at a ſtand, to think what (hould 
be in it, that Men ſhould love Lies z Where nel- 
ther they make for pleaſure, as with Poets, nozt 
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2 Sir Francis Bacon's Eſſays. 


Wi 


. 
- 


for Advantage, as with the Merchant, but for 
the Lies ſake. But I cannot tell. This ſame 


Truth is a Naked and Open day-light, that doth 


not ſhew the Maſques; and Mummeries, and 
Triumphs of the World, half ſo ſtately and dain- 


: tily as Candlc-light. Truth may perhaps come 


to the price of a Pear], that (heweth belt by day; 
but it will not riſe to the price of a Diamond or 
Carbuncle, that ſheweth beſt in varied Lights. 
A mixture of a Lie dothever add pleaſure. Doth 
any man doubt, that if there were taken out of 
Mens minds vain- Opinions, Hlattering Hopes, 
falſe Valuations, Imaginations as one would, and 
the like 3 butat would leave the minds of a num- 
ber of Men, poor ſhrunken things, full of melan- 
choly and .indiſpolition , and unplealing to 
themſelves? Oneof theFathers in great ſeveri- 
ty called Poche, Vinum Demonum, becaule it hi. 
leth the Imagination, and yet it is but with the 
{hadow of a Lie. But it isnot the Lie that paſſeth 
through the mind, but the Lze that finketh in, 
and f{ctlcth in it, that doth the hurt, ſuch as we 
{pake of before, But howſoever theſe things ar 
thus in Mens depraved judgments and attcti 
ons yet Truth, which only doth judg it {el 
teacheth, that the enquiry of Trath, which is tht 
love-making, or wooing of it : the knowledg 
{ruth, which is the-preſence of it : and the be: 
ict of 77#th,. which4s the enjoying of it, is the 
loveraign 'good- of Human Nature. The fi 
Creature of God in the works of the Days, ws 
the light of the Senſe; the laſt was the light of 
EE | Reaſon) 


| 
| 
? 
| 


Of Truth. Gy 


Reaſonz and his Sabbath-Work ever ſince, is 


the illumination of his Spirit; Firſt, he breathed 
light upon the face of the Matter or Chaos : ; theri 
he breathed light into the face of Man 3 and (till 
he- breatheth and inſpireth light into theface of 
his Choſen. The Poet that beautified the Sect, 
that was otherwile inferior to the reſt, faith yet 
excellently well: It is 4 pleaſure to ftand #pon the 


ſhore, and 10 ſee Ships toſt upon the Sea, a pleaſure 


to ſtand in the Window of a Caſtle, and to ſee a 
Battel , and. the adventure thereof below: but no 
pleaſure is comparavle to the ſtanding.uponthe van- 
tage-ground of Truth : ( an Hill not to be com- 
manded, and where the Air is always clear and 
ſerene: ) and to ſee the Errors, and Wandrings, 
and Miſts, and Tempeſts in the Vale below : So al- 
ways that this proſpect be with Pity, and not 
with ſwelling or Pride, ' Certainly it is Heaverl 
upon Earth, to have a Mans mind move in Cha- 
rity, reſt in Providence, and turn) upon the Poles 
of Truth. 

To paſs from Theological and Philoſop hical 
Truth, Tos the Trath of Civil buſine(s, it. Gal be 
acknowledged, even by thoſe that practiſe it.not, , 
that clear and round dealing is the honour of 
Mans nature, and that mixture of. falſhood is 
like allay in Coy 1m of Gold and Silver, which may 
make the Metal key the better; bur-1t embaſcth 


it. For theſe, winding avd crooked courſes are + 


| " the goings of the Serpent, which-goeth baſely 
® upon the Belly, and -not upon the feet. . There i is 


| ho Vice thatdoth{o'cover a Man with ſhame,” 2s 
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4 Sir FrancisBacon's Eſſays. 
tobe found falſe and pettidious. And therefore 


Meuntaigne faith prettily, when he enquired the 
xealon, Why the word of the-Lze ſhould be ſuch 


4 diſgrace; .and ſuch an odious charge : Saith 
he, IF it be well weighed , To ſay.that.a Man lieth, 
is as much as to ſay, that be 14 a Brave towards God, 
and a Coward towards Men. For a Lie faces 
God, and {hrinks from Man, Surely the wick- 


edne(s of Fallhood, and breach of Faith, cannot. 
poſſibly be {o highly expreſfled, as in that it ſhall 


| be the laſt Peal, to call the Judgments of God 


upon the Generations of Men it being foretold; 


that when Chriſt cometh, He ſhall not find faith 
#pon the Earth. Ie 


gen IIS 
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I I. 
Of Death. | 


% 


EN fear Death, as Children fear to goin 


Ak the dark: And as that natural fear in 


Children is increaſed with Tales, ſo is the other, 
Certainly the contemplation of Death, as the 
wages of ſin, and paſſage to another World, 1s 
Holy and Religious ; but the fear of it, as a tri 
bute due unto Nature, is weak. Yet in Religious 
Meditations, there is ſometimes mixture of vi 
pity and ſuperſtition, You ſhall read in ſomed 
the Friers Books of 'Mirtification, - that a Ma 


ſhould think with himſelf, what the pain is, il ; 


he have but histingers end: preſſed or cortursl 
I 2 


On IE EE TIE EI 


© Of Death, I 


and thereby imagin what the pains of.Death are, 
when the whole body is corrupted and diſſolved 3 
when many times Death paſleth' with leſs pain, 


' . than the torture of a Limb: For the-moſt Vital 


_ parts are not thequickelt of ſenſe. And-by him 


that ſpake only as a Philoſopher, and At 


man, it was well ſaid z Pompa morty maps terret, 


quam Mors ipſa, Groans, and Convullions, and 
diſcoloured Face , and Friends weeping, and 
Blacks, and Ob{ſcquics, and the like, ſhew Death 
terrible. It is worthy the obſerving, that there 
isno paſſion in the mind of Man'ſ{o weak, but it 
mates and maſters the fear of Death: and there- 
fore Death is no ſuch terrible Enemy, when a 
Man hath ſo many attendants about him, that 
can win the combat of him. Revenge triumphs 
over Death; Love ſlights itz Honour aſpireth to 
itz Grief flycth to it 3 Fear pre-occupateth it. 
Nay we —_—_ after Otho the Emperor had ſlain 
himſelf, Pzty ( which is the Rae of Aﬀecti- 
ons ) Drove many to die, out of meer com- 
paſhon to their Soveraign, and as the trueſt ſort 
of Followers. Nay, Seneca adds Niceneſs and 
Satietyz Cogita quamdiu eadem faceres , Mori velle, 
non tantum Fortis, aut Miſer, ſed etiam Faſtidioſus 
poteft, A man would dye, though he werenecither 
valiant nor miſerable, only upon a wearineſs to 
_ dotheſame thing ſo oft. over and over. Ir jsnq 
leſs worthy to obſerve, how little alteration in 
good Spirits the approaches of Death make. For 
they appear to be the ſame Men, till the Jaſt in- 
ſtant, Anguſtus Ceſar dycd in a complement 3 
B 3 Lia, 


- * ens SE IEG + + 
wth 5 ner e—oo—— = a—— 


— 
*-— _ 


@ -+ D - wo Sons 
— ——— A ———S 


an S484 
—_— —_— ce * . ta = nd — a — ha LM nano " — 
Wh a 4 wp get ene tact, OSS eee on. EO. 5 nn oon—m———s yy * & 
"—_ . . 
A = - wo. _—- * ©9—_ 


6 Sir Þ 


S TO TODUTITTC{(94019077 - Ss 


rancisBacon's Eſſays. 


Livia, Conjugii noftri memor, vive,” & vale. Tibe- 
ris in Diſhmulation, as Tacitus ſaith of him; 


Jam Tiberium Vires, & Corpus, non Diſſimulatis 


deſerebant. Veſpaſian in a jeſt, fitting upon the 
ſtool Utputo, Des fivo. Galvawitha Sentence; 
Feri, ſi ex re ſit populi Remani, holdivg forth his. 
neck. Septimins Sevcrus m diſpatch 3 Adeſte, 
|, quid mihi reſtat agendum. And the like, Cer- 
tainly the Stoicks beſtowed too much colt upon 
Death, and by their great preparations made it 
appear more fearful.” ' Better, ſaith he, 1 finem 
vite extremum mter munera penat Nature. It's 
as natural to die, as to be born 3. and to'a'littk 
infant perhaps the one is as painful as the other, 
He that dies in an earneſt purſuit, is like one that | 
is wounded in hot blood, who for thetime ſcarce 
tecls the hurt and therefore a; mind fixt, and 
bent upon ſomewhat that 1s good, doth: avert 
the dolours of Death. | But above all, believeit, 
the {weetelt Canticle is, Nunc dimittis, wheni 
Man hath obtained worthy ends and expcaati 
ons. ; Death hath this alſo that it openeth th 
Gate to good Fame, and extinguiſheth Envy. 
CF PLE Extindus amabitur idem. - - 
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Of Qnity in Religion. 


"> Elrgion being the chief band pf Human $0 

. ciety, 1t15 a happy thing when it (clit 
n 64>» Ws Y us | | | 
* ; : . ds "vl 


KG 
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Of Unity zn Religion. © 7 
well contained within the true: band of Unity* 
The Quarrels and Divitions about Religion were 
Evils unknown to the Heathen. Fhe reaſon was, 
becauſe the Religion of the Heathen conſiſted ra- 
ther in Rites and Ceremonies, than in any con- 
ftant belick. For. you may imagin what kind of 
Faith theirs was, when the chief DoCtors and 
Fathers of their Church were Pocts. But the true 
God hath this Attribute, that he is a jealous 
God, and therefore his Worlhip and Religion 
will endure no mixture nor Partner, We ſhall 
therefore ſpeak a few words concerning the Vni- 
ty of the Church, What are the Fruits thereof., what 
the Bonds.,, and what the Means. 

The Fruits of Vnity ( next unto the well-plea- 
ſing of. God, which is All in All ) are two; the 
one towards thoſe that are without the Church, 
the other towards thoſe that are within. For the 
former: It is certain, that Hereſies and: Schifms 
are of all others the greateſt Scandals, yea, more 
than corruption of Manners. For as in the Na- 


| tural Body, a Wound or Solution of continuity, 


ts worſe than a corrupt Humour 3 ſo in the Spi- 
ritual, So that nothing doth fo much keep Men 
out of the Church, and drive men out of -the 
Church,as breach of Vnity: And therefore when- 
ſoever it cometh to that paſs, that one faith, Fece 
in deſerto, another faith , Ecce in penetralibus 3 
that is, when ſome Men ſeek Chriſt m the Con- 
venticles of Hereticks, and others in an outward 
face of a Church, that Voice had need continu- 
ally to found in Mens Ears, Nolite exire, Go not 

B 4 out. 
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Sir Francis, BacorY! + Eſſays. . 
out, The Nocor of the Gentiles ( the propriety, 


of whoſe yocation: drew him to have a Fin 


Ti A 


£ rh Tens bd) Mot x Poa to & t Aon in the 
Chair of the Scorners. It 15 but a light thing to, 


; be vonched in fo ſerious a matter, but yet it EX 


preſſeth well the deformity, There is a Maſter 


of Seca that in his Catalogue of Books of a 
' feigned Library, {ets down hisTitle of a Book, 


The Morrice-dance of Hereticks. For indeed every 


| Setof them hath a diverſe poſture, or cringe by 


themſelves, which cannot but moye derifion 1 in 
Worldlings, and depraved Politicks who are apt 
to-contemn holy things. 

 Asfor the Fruit towards thoſe that are within, 
It is Peace, which containeth infinite Bleſſings; 


3t eftabliſheth Faith ; it kindleth Charity : ;.the 


outward peace of the Church diſtilleth into peace 
of Conſciencez and-it turneth.the Labours of 
Writing and Reading of .Controverſies, into 
Lreatiſes of Morti*ication and Devotion. 
Concerning the Bonds of Unity; the true pla 
cing of them importeth exceedingly. - There 
appear to be two extreams. For to certain Ze- 
lots all ſpeech of pacification is odious. Is it 
peace, Jehu? What haſt thou to do with peace ? tun 
Peace 1 15 not the matter. but fol 
owing 


thee behind me, 


—_— 


of Vanity itt Religion, ; '9 


lowing and party. Contrariwile-certain Laod;- 


ceans, and luke-warm perſons , thiok they may 
accommodate points of Religion by middle ways, 
and taking, part: of both, and-witty reconcile- 


ments as if they would make an arbitrement 


between God and Man. But theſe extreams are 
to be avoided, which will be done, if the league 
of Chriſtians; penned by our Saviour himſelf, 
were in the two croſs clauſes thereof, ſoundly 


and plainly expounded, He that 4 not with us, 


i againſt us: And again, He that is not againſt us, 
5 withus : That is, if the points Fundamental, 
and of Subſtance in Religion, were truly diſcerned 
and diſtinguiſhed from points not meerly of. 


Faith, but of Opinion, Order, or good 1 Tn, 


tion. - This is a thing may ſeem to many a mat- 
ter-trivial, and donealready 3 but if it were done 
le(s partially, it would be embraced more gene- 
rally. 


Of this 1 may give only. thisadvice, according, 


to my {mal} model: Men.ovght to take heed 


of rending Gods Church by two kinds of con- 


troverlies : Thec one is, when the matter of the 


point controverted is too ſmall and light, not” 
worth the heat and'ſtrife about it, kindled only 
by contradiction. . For, asit is noted by one of 
the Fathers, Chriſts Coat indeed had no ſeam, but 
the Churches Veſture was of divers colours, where- 
vpon he ſaith, In veſte varictas ſit, ſeiſſura non ſit 3 
they be two things, Unity and Uniformity. The 
other 1 1s, When the matter of the point contro- 
yerted is great, but it is driven to an over. -Ercat 


ſ{ubtilty 


10 © SirFrancis Bacon's Eſſays. 

ſabtilty and obſcurity, ſo that it becometh 2 
thing rather ingenious than ſubſtantial. A Man 
that is of judgment and underſtanding, ſhall 
ſometimes hear ignorant Men differ, and know 
well within himſelf, that thoſe which ſo differ, 
mean one thing, .and yet they themſelves would 
never agree, Andif it comeſo to pals, in. that 
diſtance of judgment which is between Man and 
Man. ſhall we not think, that God above, that 
knows the heart, doth not diſcern that frail Men 
in ſome of their contradidions intend the fame 
thing, and accepteth of both? The nature of 
ſuch controverſies 1s excellently expreſſed by 


Saint Paxl, in the warning and precept that he 


giveth concerning the ſame, Devita profanas w- 
cum novitates, &* oppoſitiones falſt nominis ſcientie; 
Men create oppolitions which are not, and put 
them into new terms {o fixed, as whereas the 
meaning ougit to govern the term, the term in 
effect governeth the meaning, There be alſo 
two falle Peaces, or Vnities, the one, when the 
Peace is grounded but upon an implicite igno- 
rances for all Colours will agree in the dark: 
the other when it is pieced up upon a dired ad- 
miſſion of contraries in Fundamental points 
For Truth and Falſhood in ſuch things, are like 
the Iron and Clay in the toes of Nebuchadnezzati 
Image, they may cleave, but they will not incor- 

porate. ELY | 
Concerning the Means of procuring Unity 
Men mult beware, that in the procuring or mu 
niting of Religious Unity, they do not dillo! o m4 
: erace 
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Of Unity in Religion. 1s 


deface the Laws of Charity, and of Human So- 


ciety. There be two Swords amongſt Chriſti- 
ans, the Spiritual and Temporal 3 and both have 


| their due office and place in the-maintenance of 


Religion. But we may not take up the third 
Sword, whichis Mabomets Sword, or like unto 
it; that is, to propagate Religion. by: Wars, or 
by ſanguivary Perſecutions to-force Conlciences, 

except it be in caſes of overt Scandal, blaſphemy 
or intermixture of practice againſt the State 
much leſs to nouriſh Seditions, to- authorize 
Conſpiracies and Rebellions, to put the. Sword 
into the peoples hands, and the like, tending to 
the {ubveriion of all Government, which is the 
Ordinance of God. .. For this 1s but to-daſh the 
Firſt Table againſt the Second, - and ſo to conſi- 
der Men as Chriſtians, as we forget that they are 
Men. Lucretius the Poct , when he beheld the 
Act of Agememnon, that could endure the (acriti- 
cing of his own Daughter, exclaimed 


Tantum Relligio potuit ſuadere malorum. 


What would he have faid,. if he had known of 
the Maffacre in France, or the Powder-Treaſon 
of England ? He would have been. ſeven times 
more Epicure and Atheiſt than he was: For as 
the Temporal Sword is to be drawn with great 
circumſpection in caſes of Religion; ſo it is a 
thing monſtrous, to put it into the hands of the 
common people. Let that be left unto the Ana- 


Daptifts, and other Furies. It was great bla 
| _ phemy, 
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1:2- Sir Francis Bacon's Bſjſaps. 1, 
phemy, when the Devil ſaid, I will aſcend, and he 
like the Higheſt but it is: greater blaſphemy to 
perſonate God, and bring him in, ſaying, I - 
will deſcend and be like the Prince of Darkneſs, 
And what is it better, to make-the cauſe of Rel; 
gion to deſcend to the cruel and execrable actions 
of Murthering,Princes, Butchery of People, and 
Subverſion of States and Governments? Surely 
this is to bring down'the Holy Ghoſt , inſteadof 
the likeneſs of a Dove, in the ſhape:of a Vulture 
or Raven 3 and:toſet out of the Bark of a Chri- 


ftian-Church;: a Flag of a Bark of Pyrates and 


Aſſaſſins. ' Therefore it is molt neceſlary, that 
the Church by-Doctrine and Decree, Princes by. 
their Sword, and all Learnings both Chriſtian 
and Moral, as by. their Mercury Rod, do damn 

and ſend to Hell for ever thoſe Facts and Opini- 

ons,. tending to the {ſupport of the ſame, as hath 
been already in good part done. Surely in 

Councils concerning Relzgzon, that Counſel of 

the Apoſtle would be prefixed, Ira hominis non 

implet juſtitiam Dei- And'it'was a notable ob- 

{ervation of a wiſe Father, and no leſs ingenu- 

ouſly confeſſed, -That thoſe which held and perſwa- 

ded preſſure of Conſciences, vere commonly intereſſed 

therein themſelves for their own ends. ; 


Of Revenge. © 


Ezengeisa kind of wild Juſtice; which the 
more Mans Nature runs to, the .mcre 
ought Law to weed it out. - For as tothe hiſt 
wrong, it doth but offend the Law, but the Re-- 
venge of that wrong, putteth the Law 'out of Ot- 
fice, Certainly in taking Revenge, a-Manis but 
even with his Enemy 3 but in paſting it over he. 
is ſuperior : for: it is a Princes-part- to pardon.' 
And Solomon, 1am ſure, faith; Tt is the glory of 
a Man to paſs by an offence, That which is palt, 
15 gone, and irrecoverable; and wiſe Men have 
enough to do with things preſent, and to come: _ 
therefore they do but trifle with themſelves, that: 
labour in paſt matters. There is no. Man doth a 
wrong for the wrongs ſake, but thereby to pur-. 
chaſe himſelf profit, or pleaſure, or honour, 'or 
thelike. Thercfore why ſhould I be-angry. with 
a Manfor loving himſelt better than me? And if 
any man ſhould do wrong meerly out of ill na-: | 
ture, why? yet it is but like the Thorn or Bryar, 
which prick and ſcratch; . becauſe they can dono 
other. "The moſt tolerable ſort of Revenge, is for 
thoſe wrongs which there isno Law to remedy : 
But then let a man take heed, that the Revenge 
be fuch, as there is no Law to puniſh; elſe a Mans 
Enemy is {till before-hand, and it is two for one. 
Some 
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14  SirFrancis Bacon's Eſſays. 
Some when they take Revenge, are deſirous the 


Party ſhould know whence it cometh : this is 
the more generous. For the delight {eemeth to 


be not ſo much in doing the hurt, as in making 


the Party repent. . But baſe and crafty Cowards 
are like the Arrow that flieth in the dark. Coſmy 


Duke of Florence had a deſperate ſaying againſt 


zrfidious: or neglecting Friends, - as if thoſe 
wrongs were-unpardonable : Tox ſhall read (faith 
he ) that we are commanded to forgive our Enemies ; 
but you-never read, that we are commanded to forgive 
our Friends.: But yet. the: Spirit of Fob was ina 
better 'tune3 Shall-we (faith.he ): take good at 
Gods hand, and not be content to take evil alſo 
And fo of Friends in a;proportion. This iscer- 
tain, that a Man that ftudieth Revenge, keeps 
his own wounds green, which otherwiſe would 
heal, and do well :. Publick Revenges are for the 
moſt part fortunate, as that for the death of 
Ceſar, for'the death of Pertinax , for the death 
of Henry the Third of France, and many more. 
But in private Revenges it is not ſo. Nay,: ra: 
ther vindicative;perſans live the life of Witches 
who as they are miſchievous; fo end they unfor- 
cunate. - M34 | 


MS * 


FE 
Of Adverſty. 


T was an high Speech of Seneca, ( after the 
| manner of the Stoicks _) That the good things 
which belong to proſperity are to be wiſhed, but the 
good things that belong to adverſity are to be admired : 
Bona rerum ſecundarum optabilia, adverſarum mira- 
bilia, Certainly, If Miracles be the command 
over Nature, they appear moſt in Adverſity. It 
is yet a higher ſpeech of his, than the other, 
C much too high tor a Heathen ) It is true great=- 
neſs to have in one the frailty of a Man, and the 
ſecurity of a God : Vere magnum habere fragilitatens 
hominis, ſecuritatem Dei, This would have done 
better in Pocſkie, where tranſ{cendencies are more 
allowed. And the Poets indeed have been bufic 
with it; for it is in effect the thing, which is 
figured in that ſtrange Fiction of the ancient Po- | 
ets, which {cemeth not to be without myſtery; 
nay, and to have {ome approach to the State of a 
Chriſtian : That Hercules, when he went to un- 
bind Prometheus, (by whom Human Nature is 
repreſented ) ſailed the length of the great Ocean 
mn an Earthen Pot or Pitcher; Lively deſcribing 
Chriſtian reſolution, - that faileth in the frail 
Bark of the Fleſh, through the waves of the 
world. But to ſpeak ina mean : The Vertue of 
Proſperity is Temperance the Vertuc of Adverſity 

IS 


Bi | 16 $7» Francis Bacon's E/ja as. 
if | is Fortitude, which in Morals 1s the more hexoj- 


cal Vettue. Proſperity 1 1s the Bleffing of the Old. 
Wie. Teſtament , Adverſity is the Bleſſing of the New, 


IT which carricth the greater Benediction, and the 
Ur | clearer Revelation of Gods favour. Yet even in 
BUR the Old Teſtament, if you liſten to David's Harp, 
4210 you (hall hear as many Hearſ-like Ayres, as Ca- 
Mig'h rols. © And the Pencil of the Holy Shoft hath la- 


grid! bourcd more in deſcribing the AMictions of J® 

W's than the Felicities of Solomon, Proſperity is not 
without many fears and diltaſtes; and Adverſi iyis 
not without comforts and hopes. We ſee it 
Needle-works. and Embroyderies, it is mor 
pleaſing to have;a lively Me: upon a fad and (6: 
lemn ground, than to have a dark and melan- 
choly Work upon a lightſome ground. Jud 
therefore of the pleaſure of the Heart, by the Hh 
ſure of the Eye. Certainly Vertue is like preciow 
Odours, moſt fragrant when they are incenſe: 

_ or cruſhed: For Proſperity doth beſt diſcove 
Vice, but HIVE ity doth beſt diſcover Vertue. ' 
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VI. 


Nfmiulation is but 2 faint kind of Policys 
Wiſdom ; forit asketh a ſtrong Wit and: 
Rrong Heart, to know when to tell Ne” and ti 
doit; Therefore it is the weaker ſort of Þ0 
liticks, that are the great Diſſemblers; 


Tacit 


Of Simulation and Diſſunulation, 17 
Tacitus Caith, Livia ſorted well with the Arts of 
hey Husband and Difſimulation of ber Son; attri” 
buting Arts or Policy to Auguſtus, and Diſſi mula” 
tion to Tiberius, And again, when Mucianus en” 
courageth Veſpaſan totake Arms agan; ſt Vitelſius» 
he ſaith, We riſe not againſt the piercing Fudgment 
of Auguſtus, nor the extream Cantion or Cleſeneſs 
of Tiberius. T hele properties of Arts, or Policy 
and Diſſimulation, or Cloſencſc, are indeed habits 
and faculties, ſeveral, and to be diſtinguiſhed. 
For if a rhan have that penctration of Judgment, 
as he can diſcern, what things are to be laid 0- 
pen, and what to be ſecreted; and what. to be 
{hewed at halt lights, and to wliom, and when,. 
( which indeed are Arts of State, and Arts of 


Life, as Tacitus well calleth them ) to him a 


habit of Diſſimulation -is a hinderance, and a 
poorneſs. But if a Man catnot attain to that 
Judgment, then it is left to him generally to be 
Clole, anda Diſſembler. For Where a man can- 
not chuſe or vary in Particulars, there it.is good 
to take the ſafeſt and warieſt way in general z 
like the going foftly by one that cannot well {ee. 
Certainly the ableſt Men that ever were, have 

had all an openneſs and frankneſs of dealing, and 
a Name of Certainty and Veracity : but then 
they were like Horſes, well managed for they 
could tell paſting well, when to ſtop. or turn z 
And at ſuch times, when they thought the caſe 
indeed required Diſſinulation, if then they uſed 
it, it came to pals, that the formet Opinion ſpread 
abtoad of their good faith; avd'dearneſs of deal- 
19g.-ma de ther almoſt inviſible, & Thas 


13 SirFrancis Bacon's Eſſays, 
There are three degrees of this hiding and 
- vailing of Mans ſelf. The brft Cloſeneſs, Reſer- 


vation, and Secrecy; when a Man leaveth himſelf 
without obſervation, or without hold to be taken 
what he is. The Second Diſſimulation 1n the 
Negative, when a Man lets fall Signs and Argy- 
ments, that he is not that he is. And the third 
Simulaticn in the Affrmative, when a Man indu- 
ftriouſly and exprelly feigns and pretends to be 


that he 15s not. 


For the firſt of theſe, Secrecy: Tt is indeed 
the vertue of a Confeſſor 3 and affuredly the Se. 
cret Man heareth many Contellions : For who 
will open himſelf to a Blab, or a Babler? Butif 
a man be thought Secret, it inviteth diſcovery, 
as the more cloſe Air {ucketh in: the more open: 


And as in confeſſion, the revealing is not for 


worldly uſe, but for the caſe of a Mans heart (6 
Secret, Men come to the knowledg of many things 
in that kind, while Men rather diſcharge their 


minds, than impart their minds. In few words, 


Mylteries are due to Secrecy. Beſides ( to (ay 
truth -)) Nahkedneſs is uncomely , as well in 
mind as in body ; and it addeth no {mall reve- 
rence to Mens manners and actions, if they be 
not altogether open. As tor Talkers, and Fntik 
pcrſons, they are commonly vain, and credulous 
withal. For he that talketh what he knoweth, 


willalſo talk what he knoweth not. Therefore 


let it down, that an habit of Secrecy is both politick 
and moral. And in this part it is good, chat 1 


Mans ace give his tongue leave to ſpeak. For 
NON the 


SIS (#44, TUE EARSTEVY [7 IT HAN DOINOEDIENTE LT] be?! "_ 


Of Simnlation and Diſſumulation. 19 


the diſcovery of Mans felf,, by the tracts of his 
countenance, is a great weaknets and betraying, 


by how much it is many times more marked and 
believed, than a Mans words, 


For the ſecond, which is Difimulation £ It fol- 
loweth many times upon Secrecy by a necefhty 3 
{o that he that will be Secret, mult be a Diſſem- 
bler in {ome degree. For men are too cunnivg, 


_ fo ſuffer a man to keep an indifferent carriage 


ile 
Jus 


th, 


p) 1 


between both, and to be Secret without {waying, 
the ballance on either fide. They will fo beſet a 
Man with queſtions, and draw him on, and pick 
it out of him, that without an abſurd filence, he 
mult ſhew an inclination one way 3 or if he do 
not, they will gatheras much by his Silence, as 
by his Speech : As for Equivocations, or Oracu- 


| Jous Speeches,they cannot hold out long : ſo that 


no man can be F&ecret, except he give himſelf a 
little {cope of Difemulation, which 15, as it Were, 
but the skirts or train of Secrecy. 

But for the third degree, which is Simulation, 
and falle profeſſion : That I hold more culpable, 
and leſs politick, except it be in great and rare 
matters. And therefore a general cultom of S7- 
mulation ({ which is this Jati degree ) is a Vice, 
riling cither of a natural falſneſs or fearfulneſs, 
or of a mind that hath ſome main faults z which 
becauſe a Man muſt needs diſguiſe, it maketh 
him practiſe S;nzlation in other things, leſt his 


ic hand ſhould be out of ure. 


a Thegreat advantages of Simulation and Diſi- 
or 241atwnare three, Firſt , To lay afleep oppoii- 
he | | ; 


2 __rion, 
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20 SirFrantis Bacon's Eſſays. 
tion, and to ſurpriſe : For where a Mans inten. 
tions are publiſhed, it is an alarm to call up al 


that are againſt them. 'Theſecond is, to referye 
to a Mans (elf a fair retreat : For ifa man engage 
himſelf by a manifeſt Declaration, ruſt go 


through, or takea fall. The third is, the bettch 


to diſcover the mind of another: For to hit 
that opens himſelf, Men will hardly ſhew ther: 
ſelves averſe, but will ( fair ) let him go on 
and turn their freedom of ſpeech to freedoin 0 
thought, And therefore it is a good ſhrewd Prg: 


verb of the Spaniard, Tell a lye, and find a Troth; 


as if there were no way of diſcovery, but by Si 
mulation. 
There be allo three diſadvantages to ſet it eve, 


The firſt, That Simwlation and Diſſimulatio) 


comimonly carry with them a ſhew of fearfulnels 
which in any buſineſs doth ſpoil the feathers 0 


round flying up to the mark. The ſecond, That 


it puzzlcth and perplexeth the conceits of many, 
that perhaps would otherwiſe co-operate with 
him, and makes a man walk almoſt alone to hi 
own ends. The third and greateſt is, That it de 
priveth a man of one of the moſt principal inſtru 
ments for action, which is Truſt and Belief. Thi 


. compoſition and temperature is, to have Openitſ 


in tame and opinion, Secrecy in habit, Diſſinwli- 


tion in _ſcaſonable uſe, and a power to teign, i 


- there beno remedy: 
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VII. 
Of Parents and Children. 


FF HE joys of Parents arc ſecret, and fo are 
T their griets and fearsz they cannot utter 
the one. nor they will not utter the other, Chzil- 
dren {weeten labours, but they make misfortunes 
more bitter : they increaſe the cares of Life. but 


they mitigate the remembrance of Death. The 


perpetuity by generation 1s common to Beaſts . 
but memory, merit, and noble works are proper 
to Men: and ſurely a man ſhall ſee the nobleſt : 
Works and Foundations have. proceeded from : 


' Childleſs Men, which have ſought to expreſs the : 


Images of their minds, where thoſe of their bo- : 
dics have failed: So the care of poſterity is moſt 
in them that have no poſterity. They that are ! 
the firſt raiſers of their Houſes, are moſt indul- 
gent towards their Children; beholding them as 
the continuance, not only of their kind, but of 
their work, and fo both Children and Creatures. 
The difference in affection of Parents towards 
their ſeveral Children, is many times unequal, and 
{ometimes unworthy, eſpecially in the Mother 
as Solomon {aith, A wiſe Son rejoyceth the Father, 
but an ungracious Son ſhames the Mother, A Man 
(hall ſee, where there is a Houſe full of Children, 
one or two of the eldeſt reſpected, and the young- 
elt made wantons 3 but in the midſt, ſome that 
Lo are 
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Ixe.as it were forgotten, who many times. never- 
theleſs prove the belt. The 1lliberality of Parents 
In allowance towards their Chzldren. isan harmful 
error, makes them baſe, acquaints them with 
ſhifts makes them ſort with mean company, and 
makes them ſurfeit more when. they come to 
plenty : and therefore the proof is belt, when 
Men keep their authority towards their Children, 
but not their purſe. Men have a fooliſh manner 
( both Parents, and School-Maſters, and Servants) 
in creativg and breeding an emulation between 
Brothers, during Childhood, which many time 
ſorteth to diſcord when they are men, and diftur- 
beth Families. The Italians make little diffe- 
rence between Children and Nephews, or neat 
Kinstolks3 but fo they be of the lump they care 
not, though they paſs not through their own 
body. And to ſiy truth, in Nature it is mud 
alike matter, inſomuch that we ſee a Nephev 
{ometimes re{embleth an Uncle, or a Kinſman, 
more than his own Parent, as the blood happens 
Let Parents chuſe betimes the vocations and cour: 
{es they mean their Chilaren ſhould ta ke, for the 
they are moſt flexible; and let them not tot 
much apply themſc]ves to the diſpoſition of thei 
Children, as thinking they will take belt to thi 
which they have molt mind co. It is true, thi. 
it the affection or aptneſs of the Children he ex 
traordinary, then it is 200d not to crols it : bl 
pencrally the precept Is good, Optimum elige, ſul 
©: facile iliud facet conſuetudo, younger Brothers at 
commonly fortunate, but {ſeldom or never whe! 


the elder are dilinherited. l 


VIIL 
Of Marriage and Single Life. 


FT TE that hath Yife and Children, hath given. 

s i hoſtages to Fortune, for they are impedi- | 
ments to great enterpriſes, either of Vertue or | 

Miſchicf, Certainly the be(t works, and of. 

greateſt merit for the publick, have proceeded 

from the anmarried or Childleſs Men, which both 
in affection and means have married and endow- 
cd the publick. Yet it were great reaſon, that 
thoſe that have Children, ſhould have greateſt 
care of future times, unto which they know they 
muſt tranſmit their deareſt pledges. Some there 
are, who though they lead a Single Life, yet their 
thoughts do end with themſelves, and account 
future times ynpertinencies. Nay, there are 
ſome other, that account Wife and Children but 
as Bills of Charges. Nay, more, there are ſome 
fooliſh rich covetous men, that take pride in ha- 
ving no Children, becauſe they may be thought 
{ſo much the richer. For perhaps they have heard 
{ome talk, Sch an one is a great rich Man, and 
another except to it, Tea, but he hath a great 
charge of Children+ asif it were an abatement to 


_ his riches. But the moſt ordinary cauſe of a Sin- 


gle Life 1s Liberty, eſpecially in certain ſelf-plea- 
fing and humorous minds, which are ſo ſenſible 
of every reſtraint, as they will go near to think 

| CG 4 __ _ theix 
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their Girdles and Garters to be Bonds and Shac- 
kles. Uftmarried Men are beſt Friends, beſt Ma- 
| ſiers, beſt Servants, but not always beſt Sub- 
\ je&s 3 forthey are light to run away, and almoſ 
, all fugitives are of that condition. A S'gle Life 
: doth well with Church-men : for Charity will 
- hardly water the Ground, where 1t muſt firſt fil 
a Pool. It is indifferent for Judges and Mayj- 
' ſtrates; for if they be facile and corrupt, you 
/ ſhall have a Servant five times worle than a Wife, 
For Souldiers, I 6nd the Generals commonly in 
their hortatives put men in mind of their ive 
and Children. And I think the deſpiſing ol 
Marriage amongſt the Turks, making the vulgar 
Souldicx more baſc. Certainly Fife and Chilarer 
arc a kind of humanity z and Single Men, thougi 
they be many times more charitable, becault 
their means are leſs exhauſt; yet on the othe! 
{ide, they are more cruel and hard hearted, (good 
to make ſevere Inquiſitors ) becauſe their ter- 
dernc{s1s not {o oft called upon. Gravenaturs 
led by cuſtom, and therefore conſtant, are com: 
monly loving Husbands ; as was ſaid of Ulyſſe 
Vetulam ſuans pretulit immortalitati. Chaſt Wo 
/- men are often proud and froward, as preſuminy 
; Upon the merit of their chaſtity. It is one of th 
. beſt bonds both of chaſtity and obedience i 
, the Wife, if ſhe thinks her Husband wiſe, whid 
| ſhe willnever do, if ſhe find him jealous. Wit 
' are young mens Miſtrefſes, Companions for mid 
dle Age, and old mens Nurſes ; fo as a man mi 
havea quarrel to marry when he will. But. 
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- anſwer to the queſtion; When a man ſhould 
. marry? A young man not yet, an elder man not at 

t all. Itis oftenſeen, thatbad Hwusbands have very 

t good Wives whether it be, that it rai{eth the 
| price of their Husbands kindneſs when it comes, 

| or that the Vines take a pride in their patience, 
- But this never fails, if the bad Husbands were of 
1 theirownchuling, againſt their Friends conſent 3 
for then they will be ſure to make good their 
1 own folly. 

, 
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l IX. 

! 

Of Envy. 

7 ”" HERE be none of the Afedions, which 
{ . have beennoted to facinate or bewitch, 
y but . Love and Envy, They both have vehement 
; - Wiſhes, they frame themſelves readily into ima- 
+ @ginationsand ſuggeſtions 3 and they come eaſily 
! into the eye, eſpecially upon the preſence of the 
, objects, which are the points that conduce to 
? faſcination, if any ſuch thing there be. Welece 
1 likewiſe the Scripture calleth Envy, an evil Eye 3 
f and the Aſtrologers call the evil influences of the 
} Stars, Evil Aſpeds; fo that ſtillthere {ecmeth to 
, be acknowledged in the a& of Envy, an cjaculati- 
| on or irridiation of the Eye, Nay, {ome have 
been fo curious, as tonote, that the times, when 
{ the ſiroke or percuſſion of an Enviews Eye doth 
| | _moſi 
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he was reputed one of the wile men, that made 
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moſt hurt, are, when the Party envied 1s beheld 
in glory or triumph for that {ets an edge upon 
Emy: And befides, at ſuch times the ſpirits of | 
the Perſon envied do come forth moſt into the out- | 
ward parts, and {o meet the blow. 

But leaving theſe curioſities, ( though not 
unworthy to be thought on fit place ) we will 
handle, What Perſons are apt to envy others , what 


Perſons are moſt ſubjef to be envied themſelues, 


and what is the difference between publick, and pri- 


vate Envy. 
A man that hath no vertune in himſelf, ever 


envieth vertue in others. For mens minds will 
either feed upon their own good, or upon others 
evil; and who wanteth the one, will prey upon 
the other; and whoſois out of hope to attain 
to anothers vertue, will {eck to come at even 
hand by depreſſing anothers fortunc. 

A man. that is bulie and inquiſitive, 1s com- 
monly Envious : for to know much of other mens 
matters cannot be. becauſe all that ado may con- 
cern his cfiate; therefore 1t mult needs be, that 
he taketh a kind ot play-pleaſure in looking up- 
on the fortunes of others z neither can he that 
mindeth but his own buſineſs, find much matter 
for Envy: For Envy is a gadding paſſion, and 
walketh the Streets, and doth not keep home, 
Non eſt curioſus, quin idem fit malevolus. 

Men of noble birth are noted to be envious to- 
wards new Men when they rife : For the diſtance 
Is altered 3 and it is like a deceit of rhe cyc, that 
wien others come on, they think themſelves go 
back, Deformed 
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Deformed perſons, and Eunuchs, and old 
Men, and Baſtards are envious : for he that can- 
not poſſibly mend his owncaſe, will do what he 
can to impair anothers, except theſe defects light 
upon a very brave and heroical nature, which 
thinketh to make his natural wants part of his 
honour 3 in that it ſhould be faid,that an Eunuch., 
or lame Man , did ſuch great matters, aftectivg 
the honour of a miracle, as it was in Narſes the 
Eunuch, and Apeſilaus, and Tamberlanes, that 
were Jame Men. | 

The ſameis the caſe of men that riſe after cala- 
mitics and misfortunes for they are as men fal- 
len out with the times , and think other mens 
harms a redemption of their own ſufferings. 

They that defire to excel in too many matters, 
out of levity and vain glory, are ever Envioxs 
For they cannot want work, it being impoſſible 
but many in {ome one of thoſe things ſhould 
ſurpaſs them z which was the charaQter of Adri- 
an the Emperor, that mortally envied Poets and 
Painters, and Artificers 1n works wherein he had 
a vein to excel. 

Laſtly, Near Kinsfolks and Fellows in Office, 
and thoſe that have been bred together, are-more 
apt to Envy their equals, when they are raiſcd : 
For it doth upbraid unto them their own for- 
tunes, and pointeth at them, and cometh oftner 
into their remembrance, and incurreth likewiſe 
more into the note of others: z and Envy ever re- 
doubleth from Speech and Fame. Cair's Envy 
was the more vile and malignant towards his 


Brother 
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Brother Abe}, becauſe when his Sacrihce was bet-. 
ter accepted, there was np body to look on. Thus, 
much for thoſe that are apt to Envy. ry 

Concerning thoſe that are more or leſs ſubjei i 
Envy ; Firſt, Perſons of eminent vertue, when 
they are advanced, are leſs envied : For their for: 
tune ſeemeth hut due unto them 3 and no man 
envyeth the paymept of a Debt, but Rewards and 
Liberality.rather. Again, Exvy1s ever jayned 
with the comparing of a mans ſelf 3 and where 
there is no compariſon, no Envy; and therefore 
Kings are not exvieg, but by Kings. Neverthe- 
Jeſs jt 15 to be'noted, that unworthy Perſons are 
moſt envied at their firſt coming in,and afterwards 
overcame it better; whereas contrariwiſe, Per- 
{ons of worth and merit are moſt envied, when 
their fortune continneth long. For by that time, 
though their vextue be the ſame, yet it hath not 
the ſame Lyſtrez for freſh men grow up that dar- 
ken it, | 
_ Perſons of noble þlood axe leſs envied in theix 
riſing 3 for it {eemeth but right done to their 
birth. Beſides, there ſeemeth not much added 
to their fortune 3 and Envy is as the Sun-beams, 
that beat hotter ypon a Bank or ſteep riſing 
Ground, than upon a Flat. And for the ſame 
rea{ons,. thoſe- that are advanced by degrees are 
leſs enpjed, than thoſe that are advanced ſudden: 
ly, and per ſ#/tr. 

Thoſe. that have joyned with their Honour | 


great Travels, Cares or Perils, arc leſs ſubje& to 


Emmy; For men think that they carn their Ho- 
| PHE nours 
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nours hardly,and pity them fortictimes; and Pity 
ever healeth Ervy: Wherefore you (hall obſerve, 
that the more deep and ſober fort of politick 
Perſons in their greatneſs, are ever beiivanitg 
themſelves, what a life they lead, chanting a 
O©zanta patimur. Not that they feel 1t fo, buit 
only toabate the edg of Envy. But this is to be 
underſtood of biifine(s that 1s laid upon trien, 
and not ſuch as they call unto thetaſelves, Fot 
nothing increaſeth Envy more than an unneceſ- 
fary and ambitious engroſſing of buſineſs; and 
nothing doth extinguiſh Envy more, than for 4 
preat Perſon to preſerve all other inferior Oth= 
cers in their full rights and preheminencies of 
their places: for by that means tnere be (0 many 
Skreens between him and Envy, 

Above all, thoſe are molt ſubject to Envy 
which catry the greatneſs of their fortunes in at 
infolent and proud manner, being never well 
but while they are ſhewing how great they are, 
either by outward pomp, or by triumpning over 
all oppoſition or competition 3 whereas wile 
men will rather do Sactitice to- Envy, in {uttering 
themſelves ſornetimes of purpoſe to be ctolt and 
over born of things that do not much concern 
them. Notwithſtanding {o much is true, That 
the carriage of greatneſs in a plain and open 
manner ( {0 it be without arrogancy and vain- 
glory ) doth draw leſs Envy, than if ic be iv a 
more crafty and cunning, faſhion. For in that 
courſe a man doth but diſavow fortune, and 
ſeemeth to be conſcious of his own want in 

worth, 


: JO Sir 


worth, and doth but teach others to Envy bim, 
Laſtly, To conclude this partz As we faid in 
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the beginning, that the ACT of Envy had fome- 
what in it of witchcraft. fo there 1s no other cure 
of Envy bat the cure of witchcraft 3, and that is, 
to remove the Lot ( as they call it ) and to hay 
it upon another. For which purpoſe, the wiſer 
ſort of great Perſons, bring in ever upon the 


Stage ſome body upon whom to drive the Envy 


that would come upon themſelves 3 {ometimes 
upon Miniſters and Servants, {ometimes upon 
Colleagues and Aﬀociates, and the like; and 
for that turn there are never wanting, {ome 


Perſons of violent and undertaking Natures,” 


who, {o they may have Power and Buſineſs will 
take it at any colt. | 

Now to ſpeak of pyblick Envy, There is yet 
ſome good in publick, Envy; whereas in private 
there is none. For publick, Envy is an Oftraciſm, 
that eclipſeth men when they grow too great. 
And therefore it 1s a bridle alſo to great ones, to 
keep them within bounds, 

This Envy being in the Latine word Invidia, 
gocth in_ the modern Languages by the name ot 
Diſcontentment, of which we (hall ſpeak in hand- 
ling Sedztion. It 1s a diſcaſe in a State like toin- 


tection 3 for as infe&tion ſpreadeth upon. that 
which 15 ſound, and tainteth itz ſo when Emy 
1s gotten once in a State, it traduceth even the 
beſt actions thereof, and turneth them into an ill 
odour. And therefore there is little won by in- 
termingling of plauſible ations, For that doth 

argue 


i 
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argue but a weakneſs and fearof Envy, which 
hurteth ſo much the more, as it 15 likewiſe uſual 
iv anfedions, Which if you fear them, you call 
them upon you. | 
This publick Envy ſeemeth to bearchiefly up- 

on principal Officers or Minifters, rather than up- 
on Kings and Eitates themfelves. But this is a 
ſure rule, that if the Envy upon the Miniſter be 
great, when the cauſe of it in him is {mall 3 or 
it the Envy be general, in a manner, upon allthe 
Miviſters of an Eftate, then the Envy ( though 
hidden:) is'truly upon the State it felt. And fo 
much of pablick, Envy or Diſcontentment, and the 
difference thereof from private Envy, which was 
handled in the firſt place. | 

We will add this in general, touching the A- 
fetion of Envy, that, of all other Aﬀections, 
itis the moſt importune and continual. For of 
other Aﬀections there is occaſion given but now 
and then. And therefore it was well ſaid, Invz- 
dia feſtos dies non agit. Þor it 1s ever working 
upon ſome or other. And it 1s allonoted, that 
Loveand Envy do make a man pine, which other 
Afﬀections do not; becauſe they are not ſo con- 
tinual, It 1s alſo the vileſt Aﬀection, and the 
moſt depraved: for which cauſe it 1s the proper 
Attribute of the Devil, who 1s called the eaves 
Man, that ſoweth Tares amongſt the Wheat by 1ight : 
as italways cometh to pals, that Envy worketh 
| ſubtily, and in the dark, and to the prejudice of 
200d things, ſuch as 1s the heat. 
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Of Love. 


” HE Stage is more behiolding to Love than 
the Life of Man: For, as to the Stage, 
Love is even matter of Comedies, and now and 
then of Tragcdics : but in Lite it doth much 
miſchief; ſometimes like a Syren, ſometimes like 
a Fury, You way obſerve, that amongſt all the 
preat and worthy perſons ( whereof the Memo: 
ty remaineth, either Ancient or Recent ) ther 
is not One that hath been tranſported to the mad 
degree of Love : which {hew, that great Spifits 
and great Buſineſs, do keep out this weak Pall: 
en: You muſt CXCCpt neverthelels, Marcus Aiiti 
hias, the halt Partner of the Empire of Komt 


ad Appins Claudins the Decem-vir, the Law-gr 


ver : whereof the Former was indeed a Volupti 
ous Man, and Ilnordinate; but the Latter wa 
an Aultere and Wiſe Man. And therefore 
teems, ( ttiough rarely ) that Love can find & 
trance; not only into an open Heart, but alſoit 
to a Heart well fortified, if watch be not wed 
kept. It is a poor ſaying of Epiciirus, Sat 
magnum Alter Alteri Theatrum ſyumus, As it Mat 
made for the contemplation of Heaven, andi 
noble Objeas, ſhonld- do nothing but kneel bt 
fore a little Idol, and: make himſelf a Subj 
though not of the Mouth ( as Beaſts are ) yet! 

fl 
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the Eye, which was given him for higher pur- 
poſes. It is a ſtrange thing to note the Excets 
of this paſſion 3 and how it braves ttie Nature 
and Value of things by this, that the ſpeaking in 
a perpetual Hyperbole is comely in nothing but 
in Love. Neither is it meerly in the Phraſe : for, 
whereas it hath been well Taid, that the Arch- 
flatterer, with whom all the petty flatterers have 
intelligence, is a Man's ſelf; certainly, the Love 
is more. For there was never a proud Man 


| thought ſo abſuxdly well of himſelf, as the Lover 


doth of the Perſon Loved : and therefore it was 
well ſaid, that it is impoſſible to Love, and to be 
wiſe, Neither doth this weaknels appear to 0- 
thers only, and not to the Party Loved > but to 
the Loved moſt of all; except the Love be reci- 
proque : for it 1s a true rule, that Love is ever re- 
warded, either with the reciproque, or with an 
inward and ſecret Contempt. By how much the 


- more men ought to beware of this Paſſion, which 


loſeth not bnly other-things, but it ſelf. - As for 
the other loſſes, the Poets Relation doth well fi- 
2ure them 3" that he that. preterreth Helena, quit- 
teth the gifts of 7z#no and Pallas. For whoſoever 
elteemeth too much of amorous Aﬀettion, quit- 
teth both Riches and Wiſdom. This Paſſion hath 
his Floods in the very times of weaknels: which 
are great Proſperity, and great Adverſity; though 
this latter hath- been leſs obſerved; Both which 
times Kindle Love, and make it more frequent, 
and therefore ſhew it to be the Child of Folly. 
They do beſt, who, if they cannot but admit 
| Love 3 
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Love; yet make it keep Quarter, and ſeverijt 
wholly from their ſerious Afﬀatrs and Actions of 
Life : for if it check once with Bulinels, it troy- 
bleth mens Fortunes, and maketh,men that they 
can no ways be true to their. own Ends. I knoy 
not how. but martial men are given to Lone; 
I think it is but as they are given to ine; fo 
Perils commonly ask to be paid in Pleaſure, 
There is in a mans Nature a {ecret Inclination 
and Motion towards Love of others; whichil 
it be not ſpent upon ſome one, or a few, doth ns 
turally ſpread it {elf towards many, and maketh 
men become Human and Charitable z as iti 
ſeen ſometime in Friars. Nuptial Love make 
Mankind, Friendly Love perfeGeth it ; but wantar 
Love corrupteth andembaſeth it. = 


et. 


XR I. 
Of Great Place. 


E N in Great Place are thrice Servants; 

LY þ Servants of the Soveraign or State; St 
vants of Fame; and Servants of Buſineſs, N 
as they have no Freedom, cither in their Fe 
ſons, norin their AFjons, nor in their Times, | 
1s a ſtrange delite to ſeek Power, and to loſe Li 
berty; or to ſeek Power over others,-and to lo 
Power overa Mans ſelf; The Riſing unto Pla 
1s laborious 3 and by Pains men'come to great! 
Pains : and it. is ſometimes baſe 3 and by Indy - | 
_ nitit 
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nities men corne to Dignities, The Standing 15s 
Slippery, and the Regreſs is either a Downfal, 
or at leaſt an Eclipſe, which is a melancholy 
thing. Cum non ſis, qui fueris, 10n eſſe, cur velis 
vivere. Nay , retire men cannot when they 
would neither will they, when it were Reaſon : 
but are impatient of Privateneſs, even in Age 
and Sickneſs, which require the Shadow : Like 
old 'Townſmen; that will be ſtill fitting at their 
Street Door, though thereby they offer Age to 
Scorn. Certainly Great Perſons had need to 
borrow other mens Opinions,to think themſelves 
happy 3 for if they judg by their own feeling, 
they cannot find it : but if they think with 
themſelves what other men think of them, and 
that other men would fain be as they are, then 
they are happy, as'it were by report 3 when per- 
haps they find the contrary within. For they 
are the firſt that find their own griefs3 though 
they be the laſt that find their own fault. Cer- 
tainly, Men, in great Fortunes are firangers to. 
themſelves, and while they are in the puzzle of 
Bulineſs, they have no time to tend their Health, 
either of body or mind. Tl; Mors gravis incubat, 
qut notuas nimis omnibus, ignotus moritur ſibi. . 11 


| Place, there is licence to do Good and Evil, 


whereof the latter is a curſe; for in Evil, the beſt 
condition-is notto Will, the ſecond'not to Can; 
But Power to do good, is the true and lawful 
end of aſpiring: for good thoughts ( though - 
God accept. theth, ) yet towards Men are little 


© -better than gbod dreams; -except. they be put in 
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AR; and that cannot be without Power and 
Place,as the Vantage and Commanding Ground, 
Merit and good Works is the end of tnans moti- 
on and Conſcience of the fame. is the accom- 
pliſhment of mans reſt : for if a man can, be par- 
taker of Gods Theater; he (hall likewiſe be par- 
taker of Gods Reſt. Et converſus Deus, ut aſpi- 
ceret opera, que fecerunt manus ſue, vidit quod om- 
nia eſſent bona nimis > And then the Sabbath, In 


the Diſcharge of thy Place, ſet betore thee the 


beſt Examples; for Imitation is a Globe of Pre- 
cepts. Andafter a time ſect before thee thine own 
Example and examine thy {elf ſtrictly whether 
thou didſt not belt at firſt, Neglect not allo the 
Examples of thoſe that have carried themſelves 
ill in the ſame. Place : not to (et off thy {elf by 
taxing their memory 3 but to dire thy (elf what 
toavoid. Reform therefore without bravery or 
{candal of former Times and Perſons ; but yet 
{et it down to. thy ſelf, as well to create good 
precedents as to follow them. Reduce things 
to the firſt Inſtitution , and obſerve wherein, 
and how- they. have degenerated; but yet aﬆ 
Counſel of both Times, of the Ancienter Time 
what is beſt, and of the Latter Time what is 
fitteſt, Seck to make thy Courſe Regular, tha 
men may know before-hand what they may ex: 
pect, but be not too politiveand peremptory; 
and exprels thy ſelf well when thou digreſſel 
from thy Rule. Preſerve the right of thy Plac, 
but ſtir notqueſtions of Juriſdiction 3 and rath® 


allume thy Right in Silence and de fadto, tha 
| you 
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voice it with Claims and Challenges. Preſerve 
likewiſe the Rights of Inferior Places 3 and think 
it more Honour to direct in chief, than to be 
buſie in all. Embrace and invite Helps and Ad- 
vices, touching the Execution of thy Place : and 
do notdrive away ſuchas bring the Information, 
as medlers,but accept of them in good part. The 
Vices of Authorityare chiefly four: Delays, Cor- 
ruption, Roughneſs and Fadjion. For Delays, 
Give eafie acceſs, Keep Times appointed, Go 
through with that which is in hand, and inter- . 
lace not buſineſs but of neceſſity. For Corrupti- 
on, Not only bind thine own hands, or thy Ser- 
vants hands from taking, but bind the hands of 
Saitors alſo from offering: For Integrity uſed, 
doth the one; but Integrity profeſſed, and with 
amaniteſt deteſtation of Bribery, doth the other 3 
'_ _ andavoid not only the Fault, but the Suſpicion. 
| Wholoever is found variable, and changeth ma- 
niteltly, without manifeſt Cauſe, giveth ſuſpict- 
* on of Corruption. Therefore always when thou 
changelt thine opinion or courſe, profels it plain- 
ly, and declare it, together with the Reaſons 
that moye thee to change, and do not think to 
ſteal it. AServant, or a Favourite, if he be in- 
ward, and no other apparent Cauſe of Eſteem, 
Is commonly thought but a By-way to cloſe Cor- 
f ruption, For Roughneſs, It is a needleſs cauſe of 
Diſcontent ;, Severity breedeth Fear, but Rowgh- 
neſs breedeth Hate. Even Reproofs from Au- 
thority ought to be grave,and not taunting. As 
” forFacility, It is worſe than Bribery ; for Bribes 
| D3 come \ 
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come but now and then but if Importunity, 


or idle Relpects lead A Man, he | (hall NCVCTr be 


without, as Solomon ſaith, To reſpect Perſons # 
not good, for ſuch a Man will tranſgreſs for a piece 
of bread. It is moſt true that was ancient- 
ly ſpokenz 4 Place ſheweth the Man: and it 
ſheweth ſome to-the> better. and {ome to the 
worſe : Omnium conſenſu \ capax Tmperii, nift in- 
peraſſet 5 ſaith Tacitus of Galba : but of Veſpaſiar 
he faith, Solwus Imperantium Veſpaſianus mutatus 
zn melins, Though the one was meant of Sub 
ficiency, the: other of Manners and Aﬀection, 
It is an affured Sign of a worthy and generous 
Spirit, whom Honozy amends : for Honoar 1s, 0r 
{ſhould be; the-place of Vertue z and-as in Ni 
ture things move violently to their place, and 
calmly in their place: ſo Vertue in Ambitions 
violent, in Authority ſ{etled and calm. All i: 
ſing to Great Place, is by a winding Stair 3 andil 


- . there be Factions, it is good to fide a Mans (| 


whileſt he is in the Riſing 3, and to ballance hin 
{clt when he is placed. ' Uſe the memory of th 
Pregeceſlor fairly and tenderly ; for if thoud 

not, it is a debt will ſure be paid when thoua 
gone. If thou have Colleagues, reſpe& then 
and rather call them when they look not foril 
than exclude them when they have reaſon t 
look to be called. Be not too ſenfible, or too 
membring. of thy Place in Converſation, al 
private Anſwers to Suitorsz but let it rather 
laid, When he fits in Place he is another Man. 


59 


XIE 
Of Boldneſs. 


TT isa trivial Grammar-School Text, but yet 
worthy a wiſe Mans conſideration. Queſtii- 

on was $f) of Demoſthenes, What was the chief 
part of an Orator £ He anſwered, A&Gion, What 
next? Aion, What next again ? Aon; He 
faid it that knew it beſt, and had by nature him- 
{elf no advantage in that he commended, A 


fixange thing, that that part of an Orator which - 
is but ſuperhicial, andrather the vertue of a Play- 


cr, ſhould be'placed fo high above thoſe other 
noble parts of Invention, Elocution, and the reſt: 

Nay, almoſt alone as it it were All in All. But 
the reaſon 1s plain. _.I here is in Human Nature 
generally more of the Fool than of the Wiſe 


and therefore thoſe faculties, by which the foo- 
liſh part of mens minds is taken, are moſt potent. 


Wonderful like is the caſe of Boldneff in civil buſi- 
neſs: What firſt? Boldneſs z What ſecond aud 


third? Boldneſs. And yet Boldneſs is a Child of 


Ignorance ard Baſene(s, fax -wferior to other 
parts, But nevertheleſs it doth faſcinate and bind 
hand and foot, thoſe that are either ſhallow in 


judgment, or weak in courage, Which are the - * 
greateſt part : z yea,and prevaileth with wile men 


at weak times. Therefore we ſee it hath done 


Wonders 1 in popular States, but with Senates 
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40 SirFrancisBacon's Eſſays. | 
and Princes leſs; and more, ever upon the firſt 
entrance of Bold Perſons into action, than ſoon 
after : for Boldneſs is an ill Keeper of Promiſz, 
Surely, as there are Mowntebanks for the Natural 
Body, ſo are there Mountebanks for the Politick 
Body : Men that undertake great Cures, and 
perhaps have been Jucky in twoor three Experi- 
ments, but want the grounds of Science, and 
therefore cannot hold out. Nay, you ſhall ſe 
3 Bold Fellow many times do Mahomet's miracle; 
Mahomet made the people believe, that he would 
call an Hill tohim 3 and from the top of it offer' 
up his Prayers for the obſervers of his Law. The 
people aſſembled, Mahomet called the Hill to him 
apain and again 3 and when the- Hill ſtood fiill, 
he wasnever a whit abaſhed, but ſaid, If the Hil 
will not come to Mahomet, Mahomet will go to th 
Hill. So theſe men, when they have promiſed 


- great matters, and failed moſt ſhamefully, yet (if 


they have the pertection of Boldneſs ) they wil 
but flight it over, and make a turn, and no mort 
ado. Certainly to men of great judgment, Boll 
perſons are a ſport to behold 3 nay, and to tht 
Vulgar alſo, Boldneſs hath Comewhat of the Ri 
diculous. For if abſurdity be the ſubje& 0 
laughter, doubt you not, but great Boldneſs 
ieldom without ſome abſurdity. Eſpecially i 
15 a ſport to ſee, when a Bold Fellow is out d 
countenance for that puts hisface into a mol 
!hrunken and wooden poſture, as needs it mult: 
tor in baſhfulneſs the Spirits do a little go and 
come, but with Bold men, upon like orci 

they 
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they {tand'at a ſtay, like a'Stale at Cheſs, where 
it.isno Mate, but yet the Game cannot ſtir. But 
this laſt were fitter for a Satyr than for a ſerious 
Obſervation. This is well to be weighed, That 
Boldneſs is ever blind; for it ſceth not dangers 
and inconveniencies 3 therefore it 1s il] 1n Coun- 
ſc], good in Execution : ſo.that the right uſe of 
Bold perſons is, that they never command in 


Chiet, but be Seconds, and under the direction 
of others. For in Counſ*? it is good toſee Dan- 
gers, and in Execution not to fee them, except | 


they be very great. 


X111. 
Of Goodneſs, and Goodneſs of Nature. 


yr £5 6” —_ 


Take Goodneſs in this ſenſe; the aftecting of - 


the weal of Men, which is that the Grecians - 


call Philanthropia and the Word Humanity ( as 
it is uſed ) 1s a little too light to expreſs it. 
oodneſs I call the Habit, and Goodneſs of Nature 
the Inclination. This of all Vertues and Digni- 
ties of the mind is the greateſt, being the Chara- 
Cter of the Deity 3 and without it man isa buſie, 
miſchievous wretched thing, no better than a 
kind of Vermine, Goodneſs anſwers to the The- 
ological Vertue, Charity, and admits no exceſs, but 
error. Thedefire of power in exceſs cauſed the 
Angels to fall; the defire of knowledg'in exceſs 
cauled Man to fall; but in Charity there is no 67 
cels, 
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neſs, neither can Angel or Man come in dang 
by it. The inclination of Goodneſs is imprints 
deeply in the nature 'of man inſomuch, th 
if it-ifſue not towards men, it will take unto 
ther living Creatures as it is {een in the Ty 
a cruel ' people, who nevertheleſs are kind j * 


Beals, and give Alms to Dogs and Birds: Ink 


muchas Busbechius reporteth, a Chriſtian Boyj 
Conſtantinople had like to have been ſtoned þ 
gagging, ina waggithneſs, a long-billed Foy 
Errors indeed, in this. Vertue, in Goodneſs 0 
Charity may be committed, The Ttalians ha 
an ungracious Proverb, T anto bon che val niet 
So good that he 4s good for nothing. And onet 
the Doctors of Ttaly, Nicolas Macchiavel , hi 
the confidence to put in writing, almoſt inpla. 
terms, That the Chriſtian Faith had given up gu 
men in prey to thoſe that are tyrannical and unj 
which he {pake, becauſe indeed there was ner 
Law, or Sect, or Opinion, did ſo much mag 
fie Goodneſs as the Chriſtian Religion doti 
therefore, toavoid the Scandal, and Danger bot 
It is-good to take knowledg of the errors of 2 
Habitfo excellent, Seek the good of other md 
but be not in bondage to their faces or fands 
for that is but tacility or ſoftneſs, which takd 
an honelt mind priſoner. Neither give tb 
A-ſop's Cocka Gem, who would be better pls 
{cd and happier if he had had a Barly Corn, I 
Example of God teacheth the Leſſon truly: # 
Sendeth bis Rain, and maketh bis Sun to. ſhine uf 
the Tuſt and Unjuſt; but he doth not rain Well 
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norſhine Honour and Vertues upon Men equal- 
ly. Common Benefits are to be communicated 
with all; but peculiar benefits with choice. And 
beware, how in making, the Portraiture, thou 
breakelſt the Pattern for Divinity maketh the 


love of our Selves the Pattern ; the love of our 


Neighbours but the Portraiture. Sell all thox haſt 
aids give it tothe poor, and follow me : but {ell not 
all thou haſt, except thou come and follow me 3 
that is, except thou have a Vocation, wherein 
thou mayſt do as much good with little means as 
with great: for otherwiſe,in feeding the Streams 
thou drieſithe Fountain. Neither is there only 


| a Habit of Goodneſs directed by right reaſon : 


but there is in ſome men, even in Nature, a diſ- 

poſition towards it 3 as on the other fide, there is 
a natural malignity. For there be that in their 
Nature do not affect the good of others. The 
lighter fort of malignity turneth but to a croſs- 
neſs, or frowardneſs, or aptneſs to oppoſe, or 
difficileneſs, or the like 3 but the deeper fort to 
envy and meer miſchief. Such men in other 
mens calamities, are as 1t were in {ca{on, and are 
ever on the loading partz not {ſo o00d as the 
Dogs that licked Lazarus ſores, but like Flies, 
that are ſtill buzzing upon any thing that is raw 
Miſanthropi, that make it their practice to bring 
men to the Bough, and yet have never a Treefor 
the purpoſe in their Gardens, as Timon had. 

Such diſpoſitions are the very errors of Human 
Nature; and yet they are the fitteſt Timber to 
make rene Politicks of ; Like to knee-Timber, 


that 
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that is good for Ships that are ordained to þ 
toſſed, but not for building Houſes, that ſh 
ſtand firm. The parts and figns of Goodneſsat 
many. If a man be gracious and courteous t 
Strangers, it ſhews he is a Citizen of the Worll 
and that his heart is no Iſland cut off from oth; 
Lands, but a Continent that joins to them. |} 
he be compaſhonate towards the afflictions « 
others, it ſhews that his heart 1s like the nobl 
Tree, that is wounded it ſelf, when it gives th 
Balm. If he cafily pardonsand remits offence 
it ſhews that his mind is planted above Injuris 
{o that he cannot be ſhot. If he be thankfulfy 
ſmall benefits, it ſhews that he weighs men 
minds, and not their traſh. But above all, i 
he have Saint Paul's perfection, that he woull 
wilh tobe an Anathema from Chriſt, for the $al 
vation of his Brethren, it ſhews much of a Divine 


Nature and a kind of conformity with Chr 
himſelf. 


RIV. 
Of” Nobility. 


\ \ / E. will ſpeak of Nobility, Firſt as a Por 
| zion of an Eſtate, then as a Condition 
Particular Perſons.” A Monarchy, where there 
no Nobility at all, is ever a pure and abſolut 
Tyranny, as that of the Turks, for Nobility at 
tempers Soverargnty, and draws the eyes ot ti 

| = mg Pcopt 


Sg. a as. aa ”P I —— = 1' 6 ww kw A F\ |... 


——_ 


g— —Y 


—— Cc . ett i  » \ wa _ Jac. FI” — endl —  . p—_— 


ST —r 


_ 


Of Nobility,  , 45 
People ſomewhat aſide from the Line Royal. But: 
for Democracies they need it not: and they, are 
commonly more quiet, and leſs ſubje& to Se-, 
dition, than whert there are Stirps of Noble. 
For mens eyes are upon the buſlmneſs, and not 
upon the perſons 3 or if upon the perſons, it 19 


for the buſineſs ſake, as fitteſt, and not for flags 
and pedigree, We ſce the Switzers laſt well, 


corlttinding their diverſity of Religion, and 


of Cantons : for Utility is their Bond, and not 
Reſpeds. The United Provinces of the Low- 
Countries in their Government excel]: for where 
there is an Equality, the Conſultations are more 
indifferent, and the payments and tributes more 
cheerful, A great and-potent Novzlity addeth 
Majelty to a Monarch, but diminiſheth Power 3 
and putteth Life and Spirit into the People, - bur 
vrefieth their Fortune, It is well when Nobles 
are not too great tor Soveraignty, nor for ju- 
ſtice 3 and yet maintained in that height, as the 


Inſolency of Inferiors may be broken upon 


them, before it come on. too faſt upon the Maje- 
ſity of Kings. A numerous Nobility cauſeth Po- 
verty and inconvenience in a State: for it is a. 
lurcharge of expence3 and behdes, it being of 
Necethcy that many of the Nobility tall in time 
to be weak in Fortune, it maketh a kind of Dif- 

proportion between Honour and Means. * 

As tor Nobilityin Particalar Perſons, It is are- 
verend thing toſee an ancient Caſtle or Building 
not-in decay; or to ſeea fair Timber Tree ſound 
and perfect : how much more to behold an An- 


client 
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46 Sir Francis Bacon's Eſſays. 
_ cient Noble Family, which hath ſtood againſhth : 
Waves and Weathers of Time. For New \ 
bility is but the A& of Power; but AncientN 
bility is the Ad of Time. Thoſe that are hi 
raiſed to Nobility are commonly more vertuou 
but leſs Innocent than their Deſcendents;:h 
there is rarely any Riling,, but by a commixti 
of good and evil Arts. But it 1s reaſon the ny 
mory of their Vertues remain to their Poſterity 
and their faults die with themſelves. Nobility 
Birth conumonly abateth'Induftry 3 and he th 
1s not induſtrious, envieth him that is. Beſids 
Noble Perſons cannot go much higher 3 and þ 
that ſtandeth at a ſtay when others riſe, a 
hardly avoid motions of Envy. On the oth 
ſide , Nobility extinguitheth the Paſſive Eny 
from others towards them 3 becauſe they arei 
poſſeſſion of Honour, Certainly Kings that hat 
able Men of their Nobility, ſhall find eaſe in en 
ploying them, and a better ſlide into their bub 
neſs: tor People naturally bend to them, as boi 
in ſome ſort to command. | | 


« 
lt 


XV: 
_ Of Seditions and Troubles.” 


Gy rd, of. People had need know the Kal 
ders of Tempeſts in State 3- which are col 
monly greateſt when things grow: to -cqualit 
as natural Tempeſts are greateſt about the u 
JT; 6 nou» 
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noftia. And as there are certain hollow blaſts of 


Wind, and ſecret ſwellings of Seas before a 
Tempeſt, 1o are there in States. a7 


Tlle etiam cacos inſtare Tumnltus + 


Sepe monet, Fraudeſque & operta tumeſcere Bella, 


Libels and Licentious Diſcourſes againſt the 
State, when they are frequent and open 3 and in 
like ſort, falſe News often running up and down 
to the diſadvantage of the State, and haſtily em- 
braced 3 are amongſt the Signs of Troubles, Vir- 
gil giving, the pedigree of Fame, laith, She was 
Siſter to the Gyants. 


Tllam Terra Parens ira irritata Deorum, 

Extremam ( ut perbibent ) Ces Enceladoque 
ſororem 

Progenut. 


As it Fames were the Reliques of Seditions paſts 
but they are no leſs: indeed, the Preludes of Se- 
ditions to come. - Howſocver henoteth it right, 
That Seditions Tumults, and Seditions Fames, 
differ no more but as Brother and Siſter, Maſcu- 
line and Feminine 3 eſpecially if it come to that, 
that the beſt Actions of a State, and the moſt 
plauſible, and which ought to give greateſt con- 
tentment, are taken in ill ſenſe, and traduced ; 
for that ſhews the envy. great, as Tacitzs faith, 
Conflata magna Tnvidia, ſeu bene, ſeu male, gefta 
premunt. Neither doth it follow. that becauſe 

theſe 
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theſe Fames are a ſign of Troxbles, that the {uy 
preſſing, of them with too much Severity, ſhoil 
be a Remedy of Trozbles : for the deſpiſingt 
thern many times checks them belt ; and they 
ing about to ſtop them, doth but make a Wa 
der long-liv'd. _ | 

Alſo that kind of obedience which Tacin 
ſpeaketh of 1s to. be held: ſuſpected 3 Eranti 
officio, ſed tamen qui mallent mandata Imperaniin 
mterpretari, quam exequi Dilputing, Exculin 
Cavilling upon Mandates and Directions, is1 
kind of ſhaking off the-yoak, and aſſay of dil 
bedience 3 eſpecially, if in thoſe diſputings, thi 
which are for the direction, ſpeak fearfully an 
enderlys and thoſc that are againſt it audad 
ouſly. 

Alſo; as Machiavel noteth well ; when Pi 
ces that ought to be common Parents, mak 
themſelves as a Party, and lean to a fide, it 1s 
Boat that 1s overthrown by uneven weight 0 
the one tide; as. was well ſeen in the. timed 
Henry the third of France : for firlt himſelf. &. 
tred League for the extirpation of the Proteſtaili 
and preſently after the ſame League was turnt 
upon himſelf : for, when the Authority of Prin 
ces 1s made but an Acceſfary to a Cauſe; and thi 
there are other Bands that tie faſter than tt. 
Band of Soveraignty, Kings begin to be'almd 
put out of poſſethon. _ 4 | nt 

Allo, when Diſcords, and Quarrels, and Ft 
ions are carried openly and audacioully, it 
lizn the Reverence of Government is lolt; b 
Fes tlt 
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oy noteth well the State of Rowe before the Civil 
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the Motions of the greateſt Perſons in a Govern- 
ment, ought to be as the Motions of the Planets 
under Primum Mobile ( according, to the old Q- 
pinion : ) which 1s, that every of them 1s carried 
(wiftly by the Higheſt Motion, and ſoftly in their 
own Motion. And therefore when great Ones 
in their own particular Motion move violently 
and as Tacitus expreſſeth it well, Liberins qua 
ut Imperantium meminiſſent, it is a ſign the Orbs 
are out of Frame: for Reverence is that where- 


with Princes are girt from God, who threatneth 


the diſſolving thereof 3 Solvam cingula Regum. 
So when any of the four Pillars of Govern- 
ment are mainly. ſhaken or weakned, (which are 
Religion, Fuſtice, Counſel and Treaſure ) Men had 
necd to pray for fair Weather. _ 


| But let us paſs from this Part of predi&ions 
( concerning, which, . nevertheleſs, more light 
may be taken from that which followeth ) and 
let us {peak firſt of the Materials of Seditions 5 
then of the Motzves of them 3 and thirdly, of the 
Remedies, 


Concerning the Materials of Seditions 3 It is a 


thing well to be conſidered : For the furelt way 


to prevent Seditions (if the times do bear it ) 
15 to take away the Matter of them. For if there 


be fuel prepared, it is hard to tell whence the 
{park (hall comexhat thall fet it on fire; The Mat- 
. terof Seditions is of two kinds, much Pavertyand 


much Diſcontentnient, It is certain, fo many 0- 
verthrown Eftates,{o many votes for Troubles; Lus 
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Hinc Uſura vorax, rapidumque in tempore Fai 
Hine concuſſa Fides, & multis utile Bellum, 


This ſame mrultis utile Bellum 1s an afluredan 


infallible ſign of a State diſpoſed to Seditionsran 


Troubles. And if this Poverty and broken Eſta 
in the better ſort, be joyned with a want a 
neceſſity in the mean people, the danger is in 
minent and great 3 for the RebcJlions of theR 
ly are the worlt, As for Diſcontentments, tit 
are in the Politick Body like to Humors int 
Natural, which arc apt to gather preter-natur 
Heat, and to enflame. And let no Prince ni; 
{ure the Danger of them by this, whether tit 
be juſt or unjult : for that were to imaginePq 
ple to be too reaſonable, who do often ſpurni 
their own Good : nor yet by this, whether 6 
Griets whereupon they riſe, be in fa& great!' 
{mall: for they are the moſt dangerous Dice 
zentments, where the fear is greater than the 
ing. Dolendi modus, Timendi non item, Bchid 
i great Oppreſſions, the ſame things that pr 
voke the Patience, do withal mate the Courag 
but in Fears it is not ſo, Neither let any Prin 
or State be ſecure concerning Diſcontentments 
caule they have been often, or have been lay 


and yet no Peril hath enſued 3 for as it is ti 


that every Vapour or Fume doth not turnin 
a Storm : $0 it is nevertheleſs true, that Storm - 
though they. blow over divers times, yet ml 
fall at laſt; and as the Spaniſh Proverb n 

We 
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Of Seditions and Troubles, 51 
well 3 The Cord breaketh at the laſt bythe weakeſt 


pull. 


The Canſes and Motions of Seditions axe, Inno- 
vation in Religion, Taxes, Alteration of Laws and 
Cuſtoms, Breakang of Priviledges, General Oppreſſi= 
on, Advancement of unworthy Perſons, Strangers; 
Dearths, Disbanded Soldiers, FaGions grown des 
And whatſoever in offending People, 
joyneth and knitteth them in a Common Caule;- 

For the Remedies 3* there may be ſome gene- 

ral Preſervatives whereof we will ſpeak 3 as for 

the juſt Cure, it muſt anfwer to' the particnlar 
Diſeaſe, and fo be left to Counte) rather than 
Rule, 

The firſt Remedy or Prevention i 1s, to remove 
by all means volfible that Material Cauſe of Se- 
dition, whereof we ſpeak ; which is Want and 
Poverty in the Eſtate, To which purpoſe ſerveth 
the Opening and well Ballancing of Trade, the 
Cheriſhing of ManufaQtures, the Baniſhing of 
Idleneſs, the Repreffing. of Watte and Excefs 


by Sumptuary Laws, the Improvement and Huſ- 
 banding,of the Soy; the Regulating, of Prices of 


Things vendible, "ths Moderating of Taxes and 
Tributes, and the like. Generally it is to be 
foreſeen, that the: Population of a' Kingdom 
( eſpecially it it be not mowen down by Wats ) 
do not exceed 'the Stock of the Kingdom, which 
ſhould maintain them. Neither is he Populari- 


' on tobe reckoned only by number; for a tmaller 
number that ſpend more, and earn lcfs, do wear 
out an Eſtate ſooner than a Preater number that 
_ hve 
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live lower, and gather moxg. Therefore th _ 


multiplying of Nobility, and other Degrees a 
Quality , in an over Proportion to the Comma 
' People, doth ſpecdily bring a State to Neceſlity 
and fo doth likewiſe an overgrown Clergy, fa 
they-bring nothing to the Stock. And in lik 
manner, when more are bred Scholars than Pre 
ferments can take off, 

It is likewiſe to be remembred, that ford 
much as the increaſe of any Eſtate muſt beupa 
the Foreigners ( for whatſoever is ſomewha 
gotten, is ſomewhere loſt ). There be but the 
things which one Nation ſelleth unto anothe 
the Commodity as Nature yieldeth it 3 the Man 
fafure and the Viure or Carriage : . So that! 
theſe three Wheels go, Wealth willflow asm! 
Spring-tide. : And it cometh many times i 
paſs, that Materiam ſuperabit Opus 3 that i 
Work and Carriage is more worth than the M 
terials, and inricheth a State more: as is notabl 
ſeen in the Low-Comntry-men, who have thebd 
Mines above ground in the World. 

Above all things good Policy is to beuled, tis 
the Treaſure and Moneys in a State be not 
thered into few Hands. For otherwiſe a Sta 
may have a great Stock, and yet ſtarve. A 
Money is like Muck, not good except it | 
ſpread. This is done cheifly by ſupprelling, « 
at the leaſt keeping a ſtraight Hand upon theÞ 
vouring Trades of Uſury, Ingroſſing, great Pj 
rages, and the like. | 
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—Fer removing, Diſcontentments, or at leaſt the 
danger of them, there is in every State ( as we 
know ) two portions of Subjeds, the Nobleſs 
2nd the Commonalty, When one of thele is Diſ- 

_ content, the danger is not greatz for common 

_ people are of flow motion, if they be not exci- 

_ red by the greater ſort 3 and the greater ſort are 

of ſmall ſfirength, except the multitude be apt 

and ready to move of themſelves. Then this is 
the danger, when the greater ſort do but wait 
| for the troubling of the Waters amongſt the mea= 

' ner, that then they may declare themſelves. The 

Poets feign, that the reſt of the Gods would have 

bound Fzpiter, which he hearing of, by the 

Counſel of Pallas, {ent for Briarexs with his hun=- 

dred hands. to come in to his aid. An Emblem 

no doabt, to ſhew -how {afe it 15 for Monarchs 
to make {ure of the good will of common peo- 
plc 

| To give moderate liberty for Griefs and Diſ- 

contentments t©© evaporate ( {o it be without too 

great Inſolency or bravery ) is a ſafe way. For 
he that turneth the Humours back, and maketh 
the Wound bleed inwards, endangereth malign 

Ulcers, and pernitious Impoltumations. 

The part of Epimetheus might well become 
Prometheus in the cale of Diſcontentments , for 
there is nota better proviſion againſt them. Ept- 
metheus, when griects and evils flew abroad, at 
laſt ſhut the Lid, and kept Hope in the bottom 
of the Veſſel. Certainly the politick and arti- 
; hol nouriſhing and entertaining of Hopes, and 
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$4 Sir FrancisBacon's Eſſays. 
carrying, men from Hopes to Hopes, 15 one of th 
belt Antidotes againſt the Poyſon of Diſcontey 
ments, Andit is acertain ſign of a wiſe Goven 
ment and Proceeding, when 1t can hold mer 
hearts by Hopes, when it cannot by Satisfaction 
and when it can handle things in ſuch manna 
as no evil ſhall appear ſo peremptory, but. th 
it hath ſome out-let of Hope : which is the 
hard to do, becquſe both particular Perſons ar 
Factions are apt cnough to flatter themſely 
or at leaſt to brave that which they believe not, 
Alſo the fore-fight and prevention, that the 
be nolikely or fit Head, whereunto Diſcontent 
Perſons may reſort, and under whom they m 
joyn, is a known, but an excellent point of a 
tion. I underſtand a fit Head tobe one that hal 
Greatneſs and Reputation, that hath Cont 
dence with the Diſcontented Party , and up 
whom they turn their eyes 3 and that is thoug 
Diſcontented in hits own particular 3 which kb 
of Perſons are cither to be won, and reconcil 
tothe State, and that in a faſt and true, manni 
or to be fronted with ſome other oi the lap 
Party that may oppoſe them, and ſo divideti 
Reputation. Generally the dividing, and br 
King of all Factions and:Combinations;thata 
adverſe to the State, and {ctting them atd 
fiance ,, or at leaſt difiruſt among themſelves, 
not one of the worſt. Remedies. For it isa6 
iperate caſe, if thoſe that hold with the pro 
ding, of the State, be full of Diſcord apd. Fad 
 9n3 and thoſe that are againſt it, be Entire® 
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I havenoted, that ſome witty and ſharp Spce- 
ches, which have fallen from Princes, have gt- 
ven hre to Seditions. Ceſardid himſclt infinite 
hurt in that Speech, Sylla neſcvit literas, non po- 
zuit dicfare : for it did utterly cut oft that Hope 
which men had entertained, that he would at 


one time or other give over: his Dictatorſhip. 


Galba undid himſelt by that Speech, Lepz a ſe 


 militem, non emi, for it put the Soldiers out of 


Hope of the Donative. Probas likewile by that 
{peech, $7 vixero, non opts erit amplins Romano Im- 


perio militibus ; A Speech of great deſpair for the 


Soldiers: And many the like. Surely Princes 
had need, in tender matters, and ticklith times, 
to beware what they {ay  e{pectally in theſe ſhort 


Speeches, which fly abroad like Darts, and are 


thought to be ſhot out of their ſecret Intentions, 
For as for large Diſcourſes, they are flat things, 
and not {o much noted, ED 
Laftly, Let Princes againſt all Events not be 
without ſome great Perſon, one, or rather more, 
of Military Valour near unto them, for the re- 
preiling of Seditions in their beginnings. For 
without that, there uſcth to be more trepidati=- 
on in Court, upon the fr{t breaking out of Trow- 
bles, than were fit. And the State runneth the 
danger of that , which Tacitzs faith; Atque is 
habitus animorum fuit, ut peſſimum facinus auderent 
panci, plures vellent , omnes paterentur, But let 
{uch Military Perſons be afſured, and well repu- 
ted of, rather than Fa&ious and Popular, hol- 
ding alſo good correſpondence with the other 
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great Men in the State, or elſe the Remedy i; 
worle than the Diſeaſe. 
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Of Atheiſm. 


i Had rather believe all the Fables in the Le- 
K oend, and the Talmud, and the Alcoran, than 
that this Univerſal Frame is without a Mind, 
And therefore God never wrought a Miracle to 
convince Atheiſm, becauſe his ordinary Works 
convince it. It is true, that a little Philoſophy 
inclineth Mans mind to Atheiſm,but depth in Phi- 
loſophy bringeth Mens minds about to Religion, | 
For while the mind of Man looketh. upon ſecond 
Cauſes ſcattered, it may ſometimes reſt in them, 
and go no further: but when it beholdeth th; 
Chain of them Confederate and Linked toge- | 
ther, it muſt needs fly to Providence and Deity, 
Nay, even that School which is molt accuſed of 
Atheiſm, doth moit demonſtrate Religion : That 
1s, the School of Lencippus and Democritus and 
Epicurns, For it is a thouſand times more cre 
dible, that four mutable Elements, and one im- 
mutable fifth Effence, duly and eternally placed, 
need no God, than that an Army of infinite 
{mall Portions, or Seeds unplaced, ſhould have 
produced this order and beauty without a Dr 
vine Martha]. The Scripture faith, The Foo! hath 
ſaid in bis heart; there is no God « It' is not hs 
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The fool hath thought in his heart : So as herather 
Gith it by rote to himſelF,as that he would have, 
than that he can throughly believe 1t, or be per- 
ſuaded of it. For none deny there 1s a God, 
but thoſe for whom it maketh that there were no 
God. It appearcth in nothing raore, that Athe- 
iſm is rather in the Lip, than in the Heart of Man, 
than by this 3 That Atheiſts will ever be talking 
of that their Opinion, as it they fainted in it 
within themſelves, . and would be glad to be 
ſtrengthened by the conſent of others. Nay more, 
you {hall have Atheiſts {irive to get Diſciples, as 
it fareth with other Sets. And, which 1s moſt 
of all, you ſhall have of them that will ſuffer for 
Atheiſm and not recantz whereas it they did 
truly think, that there were no ſuch thing as 
God, why (hould they trouble themſelves? Epi- 
carus 15 charged, that he did but diſſemble for 
his credits ſake, when he affirmed, There were 
Bleſſed Natures, but ſuch as enjoyed themſelves, 
without having reſpe& to the Government of 
the World : wherein, they ſay, he did tempo- 
r1ze3 though in ſecret he thought there was no 
God, But certainly he is traduced; for his 
Words are Noble and Divine; Non Deos vulg} 
negare profanum, . ſed vulgi Opiniones Diis applicare 
profanum. Plato could have ſaid no more. And 
although he had the confidence to deny the 4d- 
mmiſtration, he had not the power to deny the 
Nature. The Indians of the Weſt have names 
for their particular gods, though they have no 
_ Hai for God, as if the Heathens ſhould have 
| __— Os 
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had the names of Jupiter, Apollo, Mars, 8c, by 
not the word Dexs : which {hews.,that even tho 
barbarous people have the notion, though the 
have not the latitude and extent of it, So thi 
againſt Atheiſts the very Savages take part wit 
the very fubtileſt Philoſophers : The Contempl; 
tive Atheiſt is rare : A Dzagoras, a Bron, a Ln 
an perhaps, and ſome others; and yet they ſeen 
to be mere than they are : For that all that in 
pugn a received Religion or Superſtition, are bj 
the adverſe part branded with the name of 4th 
z/ts. But the great Atheiſts indeed are: Hyp 
crites, which are ever handling Holy things, bu 
without feeling, 3 {o as they muſt necds be cau 
terized in the end. The Canſes of Atheiſm ar 
Diviſions in Religion, it they be many : for ai 
one main Diviſion addeth Zeal to both fades, but 
many Divitions introduce Atheiſm. Another 
Scandal of Prieſts, when it is: come to that 
which Saint Bernard faith, Non eſt jam dicere, 
populns, fic ſacerdos : quia nec fic populus, ut ſt 
cerdos. A third is, Cuſtora of Prophane Scuffn 
in Holy Matters, which doth by little and littk 
deface the Reverence of Religion. And Jaſth, 
Learned Times , eſpecially with peace and pv 
{perity : - for troubles and adverſities do mort 
bow Mens minds to Religion. They that den) 
a God, defixoy Mans Nobility: for certain| 


Man 1s of kin to the Beaſts by his Body and 


if he be not of kin to God by his Spirit z hes 
a baſe and ignoble Creature, It deſtroys lik 
wiſe Maguanimity, and the raiſing Human N: 
| ; | ture 
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ture: for take an example of a Dog, and mark 
what a generoſity and courage he will put on, 
when he finds himſelf maintained by a Man, 
who to him is inſtead of a God, or Melior na- 
tra: Which courage is manifeſtly ſuch, as that 
Creature without the confidence of a better Na- 
tare than his own, could never attain. So 
Man.. when he refteth and affureth himſelf up- 
on Divine prote&ion and favour, gathereth a 
force and faith, which Human Nature in it {elf 
could not obtain. Therefore as Atheiſm is in all 
reſpeRs hateful, {o in this, that it depriveth Hu- 
man Nature of the means to exalt it felt above 
Human Frailty,. As it 1s in particular Perſons, 
fo it is in Nations. Never was there ſuch a 
State for Magnanimity, as Rome. Of this State 
hear what Cicero faith, Quam volumus, licet., 
Patres Conſcripti,nos amemus, tamen nec numero Hi- 
ſpanos, nec robore Gallos, nec calliditate Peenos, nec 
artibus Grecos nec denique hoc ipſo hujus Gentis & 
Terre domeſtico nativoque ſenſu Ttalos ipſos & Lati= 
nos ſea Pietate ac Religione, atque hac una $api- 
entia, quod Deorum Immortalium Numine, omnia 
regs gubernarique perſpeximus, omnes Gentes Natis- 
neſque ſuperavimus, 
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Of Superſtition, 


F T were better to have no opinion of God at 

all, than ſuch an opinion as 15 unworthy of 
him : For the one 1s Unbelet, the other is Con- 
tumely; and certainly Szperftitions the reproach 
of the Deity. Plutarch faith well to.that pur- 
pole :. Surely (faith he) T had rather a great deal 
men ſhould ſay, there was no ſuch man at all as 
Plutarch, than that they ſhould ſay, that there ws 
one Plutarch, that would eat bis Children as ſoo 
as they were born; as the Poets ſpeak of Satur. 
And as.the Contuwely is greater towards God, {0 
the Danger is greater towards Men. Atheiſm 
leavesa man toSenfe, to Philoſophy, to Natural 
Piety, to Laws, to Reputation 3 all which may 
be guides to an outward Moral Vertue, thongh 
Religion were not 3 But Swperſtitien diſmounts all 
theſe, and ere&eth an abſolute Monarchy in the 
minds of Men. [Therefore Atheiſm did never 
perturb States; for it makes men wary of them- 
felves, as looking no further : And we ſee the 
times inclined to Atheiſm ( as the time of Aug 


fius Ceſar ) were civil times. But Swperſtition 


hath been the Confuſion of many States, and 
brivgeth in a new Primum Mebile, that raviſheth 
all the Spheres of Government. The Maſter 
ot. Superſtition 15 the People 3 and in all Sperfit- 

tion, 
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tion, Wiſe men follow Fools, and Arguments 
are fitted to Practice in a reverſed order. It was 
gravely {aid by ſome of the Prelates-in the Corn- 
ci] of Trent, where the Doctrine of the School- 
men bare great ſway, That the School- men were 
like Aftronomers, which did feign Eccentricks, and 
 Epicycles, and ſuch engins of Orbs, to ſave the 
Phenomena , though they knew there were no ſuch 
things. And in like manner, that the School- 
men had framed a number of {ubtile and intri- 
cate Axioms and Theorems, to ſave the practice of 
the Church. The Cauſes of Superſtitions are, 
pleaſing and ſenſual Rites and Ceremonies : 
Exceſs of Outward and Phariſaical Holineſs : 
Over-great Reverence of Traditions, which can- 
not but load the Church : the Stratagems of Pre- 


lates fortheir own Ambition and Lucre : the fa- 


vouring too much of good Intentions, which 
openeth the Gate to Conceits and Novelties : 
the taking an Aim at Divine Matters by Human, 
which cannot but breed mixture of Imaginati- 
ons: And laſtly, Barbarous Times, eſpecially 
joyncd with Calamities and Diſaſters. Swuperſti- 
tion without a veil is a deformed thing, for, as it 
_ addeth deformity to an Ape to be ſo like a Man : 
{o the ſimilitude of Superſtition to Religion makes 
it the more deformed. And as'wholſome Meat. 
corrupteth to little Worms :"{o good Forms and 
Orders corrupt into a Number of petty Obſer- 
vances. There is a Swperſtition in avoiding S- 
perſiition, when men think to do beſt, if they go 
tartheſi from the Superſtition formerly received, 

| ' Therefore 
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Therefore Care would be had, that- (as it fare 
in ill Purgings ) the good be not taken aw 
with the bad, which commonly is done, whenth 
People is the Reformer. = f 


a 


TT 


XVIII 
Of Travel. 


EF*RAVEL, in the younger Sort, is a par 

Z of Education 3 in the elder, a part of Ex 
pertence. He that Travelleth into a' Country: 
fore he hath ſome Entrance into the Languagt 
gocth to School and not to Travel. That youn 
men Travel under {ome Tutor, or grave Servan, 
I allow well, fo that he be {ſuch a one that hat 
the Language, and hath been in the Countr) 
before, whereby he may be able to tell them,why 
things are worthy to be feen in the Countte 
where they go, what Acquaintances they areti 
ſeek, what Exerciſes or Diſcipline the Place yie! 
deth. Forelſe young men ſhalllgo hooded, ant 
look abroad little. It is a ſtrange thing, tha 
in Sea-voyages, where there is nothing to 
{cen but Sky and Sea, men:ſhould:make Diaric 
but in Land-Travel, wherein ſo-much is to be o 
ſerved, for the moſt. part they omit itz 41 
Chancewere fitter to be regiſtied than Obſerve 
tion, Let Diaries therefore be brought in ulk 
The things to be ſeen and obſerved are tit 
Courts of Princes, eſpecially wheti they give #o 
end 
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4 dience to Embaſſadors: The Courts of Juſtice, 
4 While they fit and hear Cauſes; and fo of Con- 
+ ſiſtories Ecclehiaſtick : the Churches and Mona- 
ſeries, with the Monuments which are therein 
extant: the Walls and Fortifications of Cities 
” and Towns; and ſo the Havens and Harbors : 
Antiquities and Ruins : Libraries, Colleges,Dil- 
putations and Lectures, where any are: Ship- 
ping and Navies: Houſes and Gardens of State 
and Pleaſure near great Cities: Armories, Arſe- 
x nals, Magazines, Exchanges, Burles, Ware-hou- 
;, ſes: Exerciſes of Horlkmanſhip, Fencing, Trains 
ing of Soldiers, and the like : Comedies, ſuch 
o whercunto the better ſort of Perſons do reſort. 
n Treaſuries of Jewels and Robes: Cabinets and 
n Rarities. And to conclude, whatſoever is me- 
j morable in the Places where they go. Aﬀter all 
x7 Which the Tutors or Servants ought to make di- 
y Jigent enquiry. As for Triumphs , Maſques, 
x Feaſts, Weddings, Funerals, Capital Executions, 
4 and ſuch Shewsz Men need not to be put in mind 
1 Of themz yet are they not to be neglected. IF 
i you willhave a young man to put his Travel into 
x A little room, and in ſhort time to gather much, Þ..: 
,, this you muſt do. Firſt, as was ſaid, he muſt = 
« Have ſome entrance into the Language before he 
4 goeth. Then he muſt have ſuch a Servant or 
5 Tutoras knoweth the Countrey, as was likewilſe 
4 fatd. Let him carry with him alſo ſome Card or 
{ Book, deſcribing the Countrey where he Tra- 
ty Pelleth, which will be a good key to his Enquiry. 
yy {ct him keepalſo a Diary. Let him not ſtay 
i long 
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long in one City or Town, more or leſs, asth 
Place deſerveth, but not long: Nay, whenh. 
ſtayeth in one City or Town, let him changeh 
Lodging from oric end and part of the Townt 
another, which is a great Adamant of Acquaii 


tance. Let him ſequeſter himfelf from the Con 


pany of his Country-rmen, and diet in ſuch Pl 
tes where there is good Gompany of the Nati 

here he Travelleth. Let him upon his Remon 
from one Place- to another, procure recommen 


dation to ſome Perſon. of Quality, reſiding} 


the Place whither he removeth, that he may ul 
his Favour in thoſe things he defireth to {ceo 
know. Thus he may abtidg his Travels wit 
much profit. As for the Acquaintance whichi 
to be ſought in Travel; that which is moſt of 1 
profitable, 1s Acquaintance with the Secretart 


-and employed Men of Embaſſadors for ſol 


Travelling in one Country, he ſhall ſuck the & 
perience of many. Let him alſo ſee and wil 
eminent Perſons, in all kinds, which are of git 
Name abroad ; that he may be able to tell hor 
the Life agreeth with-the Fame. . For Quart 
they are with Care and Diſctetion to be avoidel 
They are commonly for Miſtrifſes, Healths, Plac 
and Words. And let a Man beware how he keep 
eth Company with Cholerick and Quarrelſon 
Perſons, tor they will engage him into their of 
Quarrels; When a Traveller returneth home, |f 
him not leave the Countries where he hath Tr 
velled, altogether behind him ; but maintein! 
Correſpondence by Letters with thoſe of his Ar 

Quaintant 


| Of Empire. , 6g 
quaintance which are of moſt Worth. Andlet 
his Travel appear rather in his Diſcourſe, than in 
his Apparel or Geſture and in his Diſcourſe let 
him be rather adviſed in his Anſwers, than for- 
ward to tell Stories: And let it appear, that he 
doth not change his Country Manners for thoſe 
of Foreign Parts 3 but only prick 11 {ome Flow- 
ers of that he hath learned abroad, into the Cu- 
ſtoms of his own Country. 


KIX. 
Of Empire. 


R— 


TT is a miſcrable State of Mind, to have few 

things to defire, and many things to fear 

and yet that commonly is the Caſe of Kings, 
Who being at the higheſt, want matter of de- 
ſire, which makes their minds more languiſhing, 
and have many Repreſentations of Perils and 
Shadows, which.makes their minds the leſs clear. 
And this is one Reaſon alſo of that effect which 
the Scripture ſpeaketh of; That the Kings beart 
is inſcrutable. For, multitude of Jealouites, and 
lack of ſorne predominant defire that ſhould mar- 
{hal and put in order all the rett, maketh any 
Mans heart hard to find or ſound: © Hence it 
comes likewiſe, that Princes inany times make 
themſelves Defire, and ſet their Hearts upon 
Toys: ſometimes upon a Building; ſometimes 
upon ereding of ati —_ 5 ſometitnes upor 
| | the 
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the advancing of a Perſon, ſometimes upon 


taining excellency in ſome Art or Feat of th 


Hand 3 as Nero for playing on the Harp, Donj 
tian for Certainty of the Hand with the Arroy 


Commeadus for playing at Fence, Caracalla tor di 
ving Chariots, and the like. * This feemethin 
credible unto thoſe that know not the principal 
That the mind of Man is more cheared and refreſh 
by profiting in ſmall things , than by ſtanding at 


ſtay in great. We {ee alſo that the Kings thi 


have been fortunate Conquerors in their fil 
years, it being not poſſible tor them to go fa 
ward infinitely, but that they muſt have ſont 
check or arrelt in their fortunes, turn 1n the 
latter years to be Superſtitions and Melancholy 
As did Alexander the Great, Diocleſian ; andi 
our-mcmory Charles the Fifth, and others: i 
he that is uſed to go forward, and findetha Sty 
falleth out of his own favour,and is not the thin 
he was. | | 

To ſpeaknow of the true Temper of Empint 
It 1s a thing rare, and hard to keep 3 for bot 
Temper and Diſtemper conſiſt of Contratis 
But it is one thing, to mingle Contraries, ane 


ther to enterchange them. The Anſwerof 4 


pollonzus to Veſpaſian is full of excellent Ioſtrutt 
on 5 Veſpaſian asked him, What was Nero's 
verthrow # He anſwered, Nero could touch al 
trene the Harp well, but in Government ſometime 
uſed to wind the pins too high, ſometimes to let thil 
down te0 low. And certain it is, that nothing . 
Iiroyeth Authority ſo much, as the unequalan 

| untime| 
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untimely enterchange of Power Preſſed too far, 
and Relaxed too much. 

This is true, that the Wiſdom of all theſe lat- 
ter Times in Princes Afa'cs, is rather fine Deli- 
liveries, and Shiftings of Dangers a..1 Miſchicts, 
when they are near, than {olid and grounded 
Courſes to keep them aloot. But this is but to 
try Maſteries with Fortune: and let men beware 
how they neglect and ſuffer matter.of Trouble 
to be prepared: for no man can forbid the ſpark. 
nor tell whence it may come. The difficulties in 
Princes Buſineſs are many and great 3 but the 
preateſt difficulty is often in their own mind. 
For it is common with Princes ( faith Tacitts ) 
to will Contradictories. Swnt plerumque Regum 
voluntates vehementes, &* inter ſe contrarie, For 
it is the Soleciſm of Power, 'to think to Com- 
mand the end, and yet not endure the means. 
Kings have todeal with their Neighbours, their 
Wives, their Children, their Prelates or Cleroy, 
their Nobles, their Second Nobles or Gentlemen, 
their Merchants, their Conimzons, and their Men 
of War. And from all theſe ariſe Dangers, if 
Care and Circumſpection be not uſed. 

Firſt, For their Neighbours : There can no 
general Rule be given ( the Occaſions are ſo va- 
riable ) ſaveone, which ever holdeth, whichis., 


| That Princes do keep due Centinel, that none of 


their Neighbours do over-grow ſo, (by increafing 
of Territory, by embracing of Trade, by Ap- 


+ proaches, . or the like ) as they become more able 


to annoy them, than they were. This is gene- 
r 2 rally 
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rally the work of ſtanding Counſels to foreſee, 
and to hinder it. During that Triumvirate df 
Kings , King Henry the S. of England, Frand 
the 1. King of France, and Charles the 5. Emr. 
ror, there was ſuch a Watch kept, that none d 
the Three could win a Palm of Ground, but th 
other Two would ſtrajight-ways ballance tt 
either by Confederation, or if need were, by: 
War, and would not in any wile take up Peac 
at Intereſt, And the like was done by thi 
Leagne, ( which, Guicciardine ſaith, was the St: 
curity of Italy  ) made between Ferdinando Kin 
of Naples, Lorenzius Medices , and Luavvii 
Sforza, Potentate, the one of Florence, the othe 
of Milain. Neither is the Opinion of ſome 
the School-men to be received 3 That a War cat 
not juſtly be made but upon a precedent Injury 
Frovocation. For there is no queſtion, but a ji 
Fear of an imminent Danger, though there b 
no Blow given, 15a lawful Cauſe of a War. 
For. their Vives : There are cruel exampk 
of them. Livia is infamed for the poyſoning 
ner Husband : Roxalana, Solyman's Wife, wi 
tne defiruction of that renowned Prince, Sult 
Mujtapha, and otherwiſe troubled his Houſear 
Succeſhon : Edward the ſecond of England, | 
Qucen had the principal hand in the depoſin 
and murther of her Husband. This kind ofda 
gcr 1s then to be feared, chiefly when the Yin 
have Plots tor the raiſing of their own Child 


orelle that they be Advoutreſles. 
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For their Children : The Tragedies likewiſe 
of dangers from them have been many. And 
oenerally the entring of Fathers into ſuſpicion 
of their Children, hath been ever unfortunate, 
The deſtruction of Mwſtapha ( that we named 
before ) was ſo fatal to Solyman's Line, as the 
Succeſſion of the Turks from Solyman until this 
day, is ſuſpected to be untrue, and of firange 
blood 3 for that Selymys the {ſecond was thought 
to be ſuppoſititious. The deſtruction of Criſpus, 
a young Prince, of rare towardneſs, by Conſtan- 
f#inus the Great, his Father, was in like manner fa- 
tal to his Houſe; for both Conſtantinus and Con- 


ſtance his Son died violent Deaths3 and Conſtan- 


tius his other Son did little better, who died in- 
deed of Sickneſs, hut after that Fulianus had ta- 
ken Arms againſt him. Lhe dettruction of De- 
metrius, Son to Philip the Second 'of Macedon, . 
turned upon the Father, who died of Repen- 
tance, And many like Examples there are, but 
few or none where the Fathers had good by ſuch 
diſtruſt, except it were where the, Sons were up 
in open Armsagainſi them 3 as was Selymus the 
frlt againſt Bajazer, and the three Sons of Henry 
the Second, King of England. 

For their Prelates : When they are proud and 
great, there is alſo danger from them as it was 
1n the times of Anſelmys and Thomas Becket, Arch- 
Biſhops of Canterbury, who with their Croſiers 
did almoſt try it with the Rings Sword ; and 
yet they had to deal with ftout and haughty 
Kings » Wiliam Rafus, Henry the Firſt , and 

 , Henry 
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Henry the Second. The danger 15 not from th 
State, but where it hath a dependence of foreign 
Authority z or where the Church-men come 
in, and are cle&ed, not by the collation d 
the King, or particular Patrons, but by the Peg: 
le. 
: For their Nobles : To keep them at a diſtanc 
it is not amiſs, but to depreſs them may make: 
King, more abſolute, but leſs fafe, and leſs ab} 
to perform any thing that he defires. I havens 
ted it in my Hiſtory of King Henry the Seventh 
of England, who depreſſed his Nobzlity, whe 
upon 1t came to paſs, that his times were full 
Difficulties and Troubles; for the Nobil 
though they continued loyal unto him, yet d 
they not co-operate with him in his buſinek; 
{o that in effect he was fain to do all things hin 
{clf. 
 For-their Second Nobles : There is not mu 
danger from them, being a Body diſperk 
They may ſometimes diſcourſe high, butth 
doth little hurt, Beſides they are a counterpo 
to the higher Nobility, that they grow not tl 
potent : and laſily, being the moſt immediate! 
Authority with the common People, they dobt 
temper popular Commotions. = 
ror their Merchants : They are Vena por 
3nd if they flouriſh not, a Kingdom may lu 
good Limbs, but will have empty Veins, 2 
nourilh little. Taxes and Impoſts upon th 
do ſeldom good to the Kings Reverie 3 forts 
he wins in the Hundred, he leeſeth in the i 
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the particular Rates being increaſed, but the to- 
tal bulk of Trading rather decreaſed, 

For their. Commons: There 1s little danger from 
them,cxcept it be where they have great and po- 
tent Heads, or where you meddle with the point 
of Religion, or their Cuſtoms, or means of Life. 

For their Men of Way : It 15 a dangerous State, 
where they live and remain in a Body, and are 
uſcd to Donatives, whereot we {ce examples in 
the Fanizaries and Pretorian Bands of Rome : 
But Trainings of Men, and Arming them in ſe- 
verat places, and under ſeveral Commanders, 
and without Donatives, are things of Defence, 
and no danger. 

Princes are like to Heavenly Bodies , which 
cauſe good or evil timesz and which have much 
 Veneration, but no Reft, All Precepts concerning 
Kings, are in effect comprehended in thoſe two 

Remembrances, Memento quod es Homo, and Me- 
 mento quod es Deus, or Vice Dei, the one bridleth 
their Power, and the other their Will, 
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"HE greateſt truſt between Man and Man is 

& the truſt of Giving Counſel : For in other 
confidences Men commit the parts of Life, their 
Lands, their Goods, their Children, their Credit, 
lome particular Aﬀair : but to ſuch as they make 
; 7 ep their 
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73 Sir Francis Bacon's Eſſays. 
their Counſellors, they commit the whole, by hoy 
much the more they are obliged to all faith and 
integrity. The wiſeſt Princes need not thinki 
any diminution'to their Greatneſs. or derogation 
to their Sufficiency, to rely upon Counſel. Gu 
himſelf is not without, but hath made it one 
the great Names of his blefled Son : The Cow 
felbor. © Solomon hath pronounced, that in Comiſi 
# Stability. Things' will have their irſt or ſe 
cond agitation 3 if they be not tofſed upon th 
arguments of Coxnſel,they will be toſſed upon th 
waves of Fartitne, and befull of inconſtancy, do 
ing and undoing, like the reeling of a drunke 
man. Solomon's Son found the force of Corſe, 
25 his Father ſaw the neceſfity of it. For th 
beloved Kingdom of God was firſt rent and bro 
ken by 1] Cozznſelz upon which Cornſel.there ar 
{et for inſtruction the two marks, whereby. Bu 
Comnſel is for ever beſt diſcerned, that it ws 
young Counſel tor the Perſons, and violent Com 
tor the Matter. © ' © COT 

' Theantient times do ſet forth in figure, boti 
the incorporation, and inſeparable conjundia 
ot Counſel with Kings, and the wiſe and politid 
uſe of Comnſel by Kings; the one in that tne 
lay; 7zpiter did marry Metis, which {ignifiet 
Counſel, whereby they intend that Soveraignty) 
married to Cornſ:1z the other in'that which fo 
loweth,” which was thus : They ſay, after Ju 
?er was married to Metis, ſhe conceived by hin 
and' was' with Child : but: Fupiter ſuffered he 
not to ſtay till ſhe brought forth , but cat her up 
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whereby he became himſelf with Child , and 
was delivered of Pallas Armed out of his Head 3 
which monſtrous Fablecontaineth a ſecret of Em- 
pire, how Kings are to make uſe of their Comncit 
of State, That firſt they ought to refer matters 
unto them, which is the firſt begetting or1mpreg- 
nation; but when they are elaborate, moulded, 
and ſhaped in the womb of their Cozncil, and 
grow ripe, and ready to be brought forth, that 
then they ſuffer not their Conc] to go through 
with the reſolution and direction, as if it depen- 
ded on them 3 but take the matrer back into their 
own hands, and make it appear to the World, 
that the Decrees and final Dire&tions ( which, 
becauſe they come forth with Prudence and Pow- 
er, are reſembled to Pallas Armed ) proceeded 
from themſelves : And not only from their Au- 
tbority, but (the more to add reputation to them- 
{elves ) from their Head and Device. 
Let us now ſpeak of the Inconveniences of 
Counſel, and of the Remedies. The Tnconvent- 
ences that have been noted in calling and uſing 
Counſel, axe three: Firſt, the revealing of Afﬀairs, 
whereby they become leſs ſecret. Secondly, the 
 weakning of the Authority of Princes, as if they 
were leſs of themſelves. Thirdly, the danger 
ot being unfaithfully Counſelled, and more for 
tne good of them that Conſe], than of him that 
is Connſelled. For which Inconveniences, the Do- 
Cine of Ttaly, and praGtice of France inn fome 
Kings times, hath introduced Cabinet Corncils ; 
a Remedy worle than the Diſcaſe, 
| 'y NEO Ac 
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As to Secr 
municate all matters with all Cornſellors, but 
tract and fele&t. Neither is it neceſſary, th 
he that conſulteth what he ſhould do, {hol 
declare what he will do. But let Princes bews 
that the wnſecreting of their Aﬀairs comes n 
from themſelves. And as for Cabinet Counſi 
it may be their Motto 3 Plenus rimarum ſum : 
futile Perſon, that maketh it his glory to tt 
will do more hurt, than many that know it tit 
duty to conceal. It is true, there be ſome Aﬀa 
which require extream Secrecy, Which will har 
ly go beyond one or two Perſons belide the Ki 
Neither are thoſe Cornſels unproſperous3 fork 
{1desthe Secrecy, they commonly go on conſtai 
ly in one Spirit of Dire&ion without diſtraGia 
But then it muſt be a prudent King, ſuch as: 
ble to grind with a Hand-mill, and thoſe Inms 
Councellors had need allo be wiſe Men, and cp 
cally true and truſty to the Kings ends; 
was with King Henry the Seventh, of Engla 


 whoin his greateſt buſineſs imparted himlelt| 


none, except it were to Morton and Fox. 
For weaining of Authority: The Fable ſhewd 
the Remedy. - Nay, the Majeſty of Kings 15 
ther exalted than diminiſhed, when they are! 
the Chair of Counſel. Neither was there en 
Prince bereaved of his dependencies by his Colt 
ſel, except where there hath bcen either an ow 
greatnels in one Coznſellor,or an over-{trick col 
bination in divers, which are things ſoon four 
and holpen, Sets —_ 
| 


* Princes are not bound to © 
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For thelaſt Tnconvenzence, that Men will Comn- 
ſel with an Eye to themſelves : Certainly ,- Non in+- 
veniet fidem ſuper terram, is meant of the nature 
of times, and not of all particular Perſons. 
There be, that are in nature, faithful, and fin- 
cere, and plain, and dire, not crafty and in- 
volved : Let Princes above all draw to themſelves 
ſach natures. Beſides Comnſellors are not com- 
monly ſo united, but that one Coznſellor keepeth 
Centinel over another; fo that it any do Coun- 
ſel, out of faEtion, or private ends, it commonly 
comes to the Kings Ear. But the beſt Remedyis, 


if Princes know their Coznſellors as well as their 
Counſellors know them : 


Principis eſt virtus maxima noſſe ſuos. 


And on the other fide, Connſellors ſhould not 
be too ſpeculative into their Soveraigns Perſon. 
The true compoſition of a Comnſellor, is rather 
to be skilFd in their Maſters Buſineſs, than in 
his Nature; for then he is like to adviſe him, 
and not to feed his humour. It is of fingular 
ule to Princes, if they take the Opinions of their 
Cornſel, both ſeparately and together, For pri- 
vate opinion 1s more free, but opinion betore o- 
thers 1s more reverend. In private, Men are 
more bold in their own humours 3 and in con- 
fort, Men are more obnoxious to others hu- 
mours: therefore it ..is good to take. both, And 
of the interiout ſort, rather in private, to pre- 
icrye freedom z of the greater, rather in conſort, 
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to preſerve reſpe&. Tt is in vain for Prince 


take Counſel, concerning Matters, if they ti ; 


no Comnſel likewiſe concerning Perſons : fori 
Matters are as dead Images 3 and the life, 
the execution of Aﬀairs reſteth in the” gg 
choice of Perſons, Neither is it enough to a 
Cult concerning Perſons, ſecundum genera, as in! 
Idea or Mathematical Deſcription , what the ki 
and. character of the Perſon ſhould be 3 fort 
greateſt errors are committed, and the mi 
judgment is ſhewn in the choice of Indzvidul 
It was truly ſaid, Optimi Conſiliarii mortni ; Bu 
will ſpeak plain when Cornſellors blanch. The 
fore it is good to be converſant in them, eſpe 
ally the Books of ſuch as themſelves have bt 
Actors upon the Stage. 

The Comncils at this day in moſt places are 
familiar meetings, where Matters are ratherti 
ked on than debated. And they run too {wi 
to the Order or AG of Counſel, It were bettt 
that in Cauſes of weight, the Matter were pi 
pounded one day, and not ſpoken till the nes 
day, In noe Conſfilium. So was it done ink 
Commiſion of Union between England and Sth 
land, which was a Grave and Ocderly Afſſembh 
I commend ſet days for Petitions : for it gin 
both the Suitors more certainty for their Atter 
dance, and it frees the meetings for MattcisC 
Eſtate, that they may Hoc agere. In choice" 


 Committes for ripening Buſineſs for the Counti 


it is better to chuſe indifferent Perſons, than 
make an Indifferency, by putting, in thoſe thi 
FeNC) | « 
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" are ſtrong on both ſides. I commend allo ftan- 
{ ding, Commiſſions 3 as fer Irace, for Ircaſure, 
i for War. for Suits, for ſome Provinces: For 
l where there be divers particular Concils, and 
% but one Cormeil of State. (as it is in Spain they 
v arc in effe&t no more than ſtanding Commiſſions 3; 
© fave that they have greater Authority. Letſnch 
l as are 'to inform Corncils out of their particular 
t Profeflions ( as Lawyers, Sea-men, Mint-men, 
4 and the like) be fir{t heard before Committees,and 
then, as occaſion ſerves, before the Council, Ard 
Jet them not come in multitudes, or in a Tri. 
 bunitious manner 3 for that is to clamor Coxncils, 
4 not toinform them. A long Table, and a {quare 
@ Table, or Seats about the Walls, ſeem things of 

Form, but are things of Subſtance; for at a long 
! Table, a few at the upper endin effect ſway all 
| the buſineſs; but in the other Form, there is 
| more uſe of the Counſellors Opinions that fit 
! lower. A King, when he prelides in Corncil, let 
! him beware how he opens his own inclination 
{ too much in that which he propoundeth ;, for 
| elſe Counſellors will but take the wind of him, and 
Inſtead of giving Free Coxnſel, {ing him a Song; 
EO 
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XX 1. 
Of Delays. 


PORTUNE is like the Market, wheren 
ny times if you can ſtay little, the Pj 
will fall. And again, it is ſometimes like | 
bylla's Offer, which at firlt offereth the Comm 
dity at full, then conſumeth part and part, a 
ſill holdeth up the Price. For Occaſion (wit 
in the Common Verſe ) tzrneth a bald Not 
after ſhe hath preſented her Locks in Front, and 
hold taken 3 or at leaft turneth the Handle of t 
Bottle firſt to be received, and after the Bt 
which is hard to claſp. There is ſurely nogr 
ter Wiſdom, than well to time the Beginnin 
and Onfets of Things. Dangers are no mi 
light, it they once ſeem light 3 and more Da 
gers have deceived Men, than forced the 
Nay, it were better to meet ſome Dangers ht 
way, though they come nothing near, thani 
keep too long a watch upon their Approach 
for if a Man watch too long, it is odds he 
fall aſleep. On the other fide, to be decein 
with two long Shadows ( as ſome have bet 
when-the Moon was low, and ſhon on their En 
mics back, ) and ſo to ſhoot off before the tit 
or to teach Dangers to'come on, by over-fal 
Buckling towards them, is another extreal 
The Ripeneſs or Unripeneſs of the OP 
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(as we ſaid ) muſt ever be well weighed 3 and 
generally it is good to commit the beginnings 
of all great Actions to. Argus with his hundred 


eyes, and the ends to Briarexs with his hundred 
bands 3 hr{t to Watch, and then to ſpeed. For 
the Helmet of Pluto, which maketh the Politick 
Man go inviſible, is Secrecy in the Counſel, and 
Celerity in the Execution. For when things 
are once come tothe Execution, there is no Se- 
crecy comparable to Celerity 3 like the motion of 
a Bullet in the Air, which flyeth fo {witr, as it 
out-runs the Eye. 


VE 3 a — 


"RX; 
Of Cunning. 


E take Cznning for a Siniſter or Crooked 
Wiſdom. And certainly there is great 
difference between a Cunning Men and a Wiſe 


Man, notonly in point of Honeſty, but in point 


of Ability. There be that can pack the Cards, 
and yet cannot play well : ſo there are ſome that 
are good in Canvaſles and Factions, that are o- 
therwiſe Weak Men. Again, it is one thivg to 
underſtand Perſons, and another thing to un- 
derſtand Mattersz for many are perfe& in Mens 
Humours, thatarenot greatly capable of the real 
part of Buſineſs, which is the Conſtitution of one 
that hath ſtudied Men more than Books. Such 


Men arc fitter for Practice than for Counſel: and 
they 
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and they are good but in their own Alley, tu 
them to new.men, and they have loſt their Ain 


ſo. as the old Rule to know a Fool from a Wi 
man 3 Mitte ambos nudes ad ignotos, O vidd 
doth ſcarce hold for them. And becauſe th 
Cunning Menarelike Haberdaſhers of ſmall War 
it is not amiſs to (et forth their ſhop. 

It is a point of Cznning to wait upon hit 
with whom you ſpeak, with your eye, ast 


Jeſuits giveit in precept : For there may bem 


ny Wiſe Men that have ſecret Heartsand tranh 


'rent Countenances. Yet this would be da 


with a demure Abafing of vour Eye ſometint 
as the Jeſuits alſo do uſe. 

Another is,. that when you have any thing 
obtain of preſent diſpatch , you entertain a 
amuſe the party with whom you deal, with fo 
other Diſcourſe, that he be not too much aw! 
to make Objections. I knew a Counſellor a 
Secretary, that never came to Queen Elizabei 
England with Bills to fign, but he would alm 


firſt put her into ſome Diſcourſe of Eſtate, ti 


ſhe might the leſs mind the Bills = _ 
| The like ſurprize may be made by moni 
things, when the party is in haſte, and cani 
ſtay to conſider adviſedly of that is moved. 
If a Man would croſs a Buſineſs, that! 
doubts ſome other would handſomely and: 
tectually .move , let him pretend to wilt 
well, and moye it himfelt in {ach fort as 
toyl it. 
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Of Cunning. _— 
The breaking off in the midſt of that, one 
was about toſay, as if he took himſelf up, breeds 
a greater Appetite in him with whom you confer 


to know, more: 


And becauſe it works better, when any thing 
ſcemeth to be gotten from you by Queſtion, than 


if you offer it of your felt ; you may lay a Bait 


fe a Queſtion, by ſhewing, another Viſage and 
Countenance than you are wont; to the end, 
to give occaſion for the party to ask, what the 
matter 1s of the Charge ? as N, imiah did ; 
And T had not before that time been fat before the 
Kin 

e things that are tender and unpleaſing, iti is 
200d to break the Ice by ſome whoſe words arc 
of leſs weight, and to reſerve the more weighty 
voice to com in as by chance, {o that he may be 
asked the Queſtion upon the other Speech as 
Narciſſus did in relating, to Claudins the martiage 
of Mefſalina and Siliws. 

In things that a Man would not be ſeen in him- 
{clt, it 15a point of Cznning to borrow the name 
of the World, as to fays The World ſays; or, 
There | 5 a ſpeech abroad. 

' 1 knew one, that when he wrote a Letter, he 
would put that which was moſt material in the 
Poſtſcript, as it it had been a By-matcer. 

I knew another, that when he came to: have 
ſpecch, he would paſs over that he intended moſt. 
ON go forth; and come back again and ſpeak of 

3 as a thing, that he had almbll forgot. 
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Some procure themſelves to be f{urprized at 


02 


ſuch times, as it is like the party that they work 


upon will ſuddenly come upon them, and toy 
found with a Letter in their hand,or doing ſome- 
what which they are not accuſtomed 3: to theend 
they may be oppoſed of thoſe things,  whichd 
themſelves they are defirous to utter. : 
It is a point of Cunning, to let fall thoſe Word 


in a mans own Name, which he would havear 


other man learn and uſe, and thereupon tak 
advantage. I knew two that were Competitor 
for the Secretaries Place, in Queen Elizabith 
time, and yet kept good Quarter between then 
{c]ves, and would confer one with another up 
the Buſineſs 3 and one of them ſaid, That tobs 
 adecretary in the Declination of a Monarchy, ws 
a tickliſh thing, and that he did not affe& i 
the other ſtrait caught up thoſe Words, and di 
courſed with diversof his Friends, That he hi 
no reaſon to be deſire to be a Secretary inthe} 
clining off a Monarchy, The firſt man took hold 
it, and found means it was told the Owen, Wi 
hearing of a Declination of a Monarchy, took it ) 
ea as. the would never after hear of the oth! 
ults . 

 Thereisa Cunning, which we in Englandd 
The turning of the Cat in Pan , which is,when tl 
which a man ſays to another; he lays it as if a 
ther had ſaid it tohim 3 and to ſay truth,it 10 
caſte, when ſuch a matter paſſed berween twoj 


make It appear from which of them it firſt 
ved and began, 
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Of Cunning: 23 

It is a way that ſome men have to glanceand 
dart at others, by juſtifying themſclves-by Ne- 
gatives3 as to ſay y, This T did not : As Tigellinus 
did towards Burrhus, Se non diverſas Far. ſed in- 
columitatem Imperatoris ſnnpliciter ſpedare. 

Some have in readinels ſo many Tales and 
Stories, as there is nothing they would infinuate; 
but they cat wrap It into a Tale, which ſerverh 
both to keep themſclves more in Guard, and 
carry it with more Pleaſure, 

It is a good point of Czing, for a tnan to ſhape 
the Anſwer he would have in his own Words 
and Propoſitions 3 for it makes the other | oy 
ſtick the lels, 

It is ſtravge, how long ſome men will ye i if 
wait to ſpeak ſoinewhat they deſire to ſay, and 
how tar about they will fetch, and how many 0- 
ther matters they will beat over to come near it 5 
it i a thing of great Patience, but yet of much 
Ute. 

A ſudden, bold, and unexpected Queſtion, 
doth many times ſurprize a man, and lay him 
open : Like to him, that having changed his 
Name, and walked in Parts, another {udden- 

ly came behind him, and called him by his 
my Name , whercat ſtreight-ways he looked 
ac 

But theſe ſmall Wares, and petty poihcs of 
Crnning are intinitez and it were a good deed to 
makea Litt of ther : for that nothing doth MOTre 
hurt in a State, than chat Cxaning Men pats for 
IWj ſe; 
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84 Sir Francis Bacon's Eſſays. 


But certainly ſome there are, that know 
Reſorts and Falls of Buſineſs, that cannot 
into the Main of it : Like a Houſe that hath « 


Room. Therefore you ſhall ſee them findi 


pretty Looſes in the Concluſion, but arenom | 


able to examine or debate Matters : and yetca 
monly they take advantage of their Inabil 
and would be thought Wits of direction. SW 
build rather upon the abuſing of others, and 
we now {ay) Putting tricks upon them; than up 
the ſoundneſsof their own proceedings. But! 
lomon (aith, Prudens advertit ad greſſus ſuos, 5 
tus divertit ad dolos. | | 
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Of Wiſdom for a Mans ſelf. 
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A N Antisa wiſe creature for it ſelf, but! 
a ſhrewd thing in an Orchard or Gail F 
And certainly Men that are great Lovers of 1h \ 
ſelves, waſte the Publick. Divide with  f 
between Self-love and Society, and be fo tw 
thy Self, as thou benot falſe to others, elptd! 

to thy King and Country. It is a poor © 


of a Mans Actions, Himſelf, It is right Et t 


for that only i{tands faſt upon 1ts Own Cen {c 


whereas all things that have Afﬀinity with fl 


Heavens » Move upon the Center of and 
which they benctit, The referring of al : | 
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Of Wiſdom for a Mans Self. 8x 
| Mans Self, is more tolerable in a Soveraign 
; Prince 3 becauſe Themſelves are not only Them- 
| ſelves; but their Good and Evilis at the peril of 
| the publick Fortune, But it is a deſperate Evil 
| in a Servant to a Prince, or a Citizen in a Repub=- 
| lick. For whatſoever Afﬀairs paſs ſuch a mans 
1 hands, he crooketh them to his own ends, which 
| muſt needs be often Eccentrick to the ends of 
1 his Maſter or State: Therefore let Princes or 
| States chuſe ſuch Servants as have not this mark 3 
n except they mean their Service ſhould be made 
| but the acceſlary. That which maketh the ef- 
4 fe&t more pernicious, 1s, that all proportion is 
' loſt; it were diſ-proportion enough tor the Ser- 
 vants good, to be preferred before the Maſters 3 
” but yet it is a greater extream, when a little 
good of the Servant ſhall carry things againſt the 
great good of the Maſters. And yet that is the 
caſe of bad Offers, Treaſurers, Ambaſladors, 
Generals, and other falſe and corrupt, Servants, 
ti which ſet a Byaſs upon their Bowl, of their own 
14 Petty ends and envies, to the overthrow of their 
7; Maſters great and important Aﬀairs. And for 
2 the moſi part, the Good ſuch Servants receive, 
ju 15 after the model of their own fortune 3 but the 
«< Hurt they ſell for that Good, is after the model 
24 of their Maſters Fortune. And. certainly it is 
"a the nature of extream Self-Lovers, as they will 
{et an Houſe on fire, if it were but to roaft 
h| their eggs: And yet theſe men many times hold 
ogcredit with their Maſters, becauſe their ſtudy is 
1 (Put to pleaſe them, and profit Themſelvesz and 
j G 3 for 
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26' SirFrancisBacon's Eſſays. 

for cither reſpe& they will abandon the good 
their Aﬀeairs. hs: 

© Wiſdom for a Mans ſelf is in many brand 
thercof a depraved thing. It 1s the Wiſdom; 
Rats, that will be {ure to leave the Houſe fo 
time before it fall. It is the Wiſdom of the Ii 
that thruſts out the Badger, who digged a 
made room for him. It is the Wiſdom of Cre 
diles, that ſhed tears when they would deva 
But that which is ſpecially to be noted, is, t 
thoſe which ( as Cicero ſays of Pompey ) are,' 
amantes- ſine riva/i, axe many times unfortuna 
And whereas they have all their time {acrifict 
Themſelves, they become in the end'themſelve) 
critices to the Inconſtancy of Fortune, wh 
wings they thought by their Se/f-1//iſdom toli 
pinnioned, | 
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Of Innovation. 


/ d thebirths of living Creatures at fill 
{ 3. ill ſhapen, ſoare all Innovations, whidl 
the births of Time. Yet notwithſtanding 
tholc that firſt bring Honour into their Fail 
are commonly more worthy than mo that 
cecd:: $0 the: firſt” Precedent (if it be g00d) 
{cldom actained: by. imitation. For lol 
nature, as it. ſtands perverted, hath a ma 
motion, lirongelt in 'continuance : But & 


Tanovations. BE.) , 
as a forced motion, ſtrongeſt at firſt, Surely 
every Medicine 1s an Innovation and he that will 
not apply new Remedies,mult expect new Evils; 
for Time is the greateſt Innovator. And if Time 
of courſe alter things to the worſe, and Wiſ- 
dom and Counſel (hall not alter them to the bet- 
ter, what ſhall be the end ? It is true, that what 
is ſetle& by cuſtom, though it be not good, yet 
at leaſt it is fit. And thoſe things which have 
long gone together, are as It were confederate 
within themſelves, whereas new things piece not 
ſo well: But though they help by their utility, 
yet, they trouble by their Inconformity, Be- 
ſides, they are like ſtrangers, more admired, and 
leſs favoured. All this 1s true. if time ſtood (kill ; 
which contrariwiſe moveth {o round, that a fro- 
ward retention of cuſtom 1s as turbulent a thing, 
as an Innovation : and they that reverence too 
much old times, are but a ſcorn to the new, It 
were good therefore, that Men in their Innovati- 
ons would follow the-example of Time itſelf; 
which indeed Innovateth greatly. but quietly, and 
by degrees, ſcarce to be perceived : tor other- 
wile whatſoever is new, 1s unlooked for 3 and 
ever it mends {ome, and pairs other : And he 
that is holpen, takes it for a Fortune, and thanks 
the Time; and he that is hurt, for a Wrong, 
and imputeth it to the Author. Ic is good allo, 
not to try experiments in States, except the ne- 
celity be urgent, or the utility be evidentz and 
well to beware, that it be the Reformation that 
draweth on the Change, and not the deſire of 
G 4 Change 
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Change that pretendeth the Reformation, Any 
laftly, that the Novelty, though it be not rejed: 
&d, yet be held for a ſuſpe& : And as the Scrip 
ture ſaith, That we make a ſtand upon the anc 
way, and. then look, avout us, and diſcover what 


the ſtrait and right way, and ſo to walk nite 


Dt — 


Of Diſpatch. 


A FFECTED Diſpatch is one of the mi 


, 


' .1A dangerous things to buſineſs that can i 
\ Itislike that which the Phyſicians call Pre-dijp 
| {tion, or Haſty Digeſtion, which is {ure to fill t 
Body full of crudities, and ſecret ſeeds of Diſt 
ſes. -Therefore meaſure not Diſpatch by the tint 
of ſitting, but by the advancement of the bub 
neſs. And as in Races, it is not the large Strid 
or high Lift that makes the Speed 3 ſo in. bu 
nels, the keeping cloſe to the matter,, and w 
taking of it too much at once,procureth Diſpatd 

It is thecare of ſome only to come off ſpcedi 
for the time, or to contrive ſome falſe periods! 
buſineſs, becauſe they may ſeem Men of Df 
patch, But it is one thing to abbreviate by 0 
tracting, another by cutting off 3 and buſind 
{o handled at leveral littings or meetings, oe 
commonly backward or forward in an unltead 
manner. I knew a WiſeMan, that had it fot 
by-word,when heſaw.men haſten toa Conch 
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_ Of Diſpatch. 89 
on 3 Stay a little.that we may make an end the ſooner, 
On the other ſide, True Diſpatch is a rich 
thing. For Time is the meaſure of Bulineſs, as 
Money is of Wares; and Buſineſs 1s bought af 
a dear hand, where there is {mall Diſpatch. The 


Spartans ard Spaniards have been noted to be of 


{mall Diſpatch, Mivenga la Muerte de Spagna, Let 
my Death come from Spain, tor then it will be ſure 
to be long in coming. 

Give good hearing to thoſe that give the firſt 
Information in Buſineſs; and rather direct them 
in the beginning, than interrupt them in the 
continuance of their Speeches: for he that 1s put 
out of hisown order, will go forward and back- 
ward, and be more "tedious while he waits up-. 
On his memory, than he could have been, if he 
had gone on in his own courſe. But fometimes 


tis {cen,that the Moderator is more troublelome 


than the AQor. 


Trerations are commonly loſs of timez but 
there 1sno {uch gain of time.as to zterate often the 
Stateoft the Preſtion; for it chaſeth away many 
a frivolous Speech as it is cometh forth. Long 
and curious Speeches are as fit for Diſpatch, as a 
Robe or Mantle with a long train is for a Race. 

Prefaces, and Paſſages, and Excuſations, and 
other Speeches of reterence to the Perſon, are 
great waſters of time 3 and though they ſeem to 
proceed of modeſty, they are bravery. Yet be- 
ware of being too material, when there is any 
impediment or obſtruction in mens Wills : ; for 
pre- occupation of mind ever requircth preface of. 


Speech, 


go SirFrancis Bacon's Eſſays. 
Speech, like a fomentation to make the ungur 
entcr. 
Aboveall things, Order, and Diſtribution, 
Singling out of Parts is the life of Diſpatch, fo1 
the Diſtribution be not too ſubtle; tor heth 
doth not divide, will never enter well into bil 
neſs: and he that divideth too much, will nex 
come out of it clearly. To chuſe time, is} 
{ave time, and an unfſeaſonable motion is 
'. beating the Air. There be three parts of Bi 
neſs ; the Preparation, the Debate ox Examindi 
on, and the Perfezon whereof it you look 
Diſpatch, let the middle only be the work 
many, and the firſt and laſt the work of fe 
The proceeding upon ſomewhat conceived | 
writing, doth for the moſt part facilitate Tf 
patch : tor though it ſhould be wholly rejc&s 
yet that Negative is more pregnant of dircdin 


' than an Indefinitez as Aſhes are more generatii 
than Dult. 


RN VL 
Of Seeming Wife. 


I! hath been an opinion, that the Frencha 
wiler than they ſeem , and the Spaniat 
feem wiſer than they are; But howſoever it! 
between Nations, certainly it is ſo between Mt 
and Man, For as the Apoſtle ſaith of Godin 
Having a ſhero of Godlineſs, but denying the pw 


theraſ 
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Of Seeming Wiſe, OI | | 


thereof , fo certainly there are in points of wiſ-_ 
dom and ſ{ufhcicncy, that to do nothing or lit- 
tle very {olemnly > Magno conatu nugas, It 1s a 
ridiculous thing, and fit for a Satyr, to perſons 
of judgment, to ſee what {hifts theſe Formalifts 
have, and what proipectives to make Sperfictes 
to {cern Body, that hath depth and bulk. Some 
are (© cloſe reſerved, as they will not fhew their 
Wares, but by a dark light 3 and feem always to 
keep back {omewhat: And when they know © 
within themſelves, they {peak of that they do 
not well know. would nevertheleſs ſeen to 0- 
thers, to know of that which they may not well 


' ſpeak. . Some help themlelves with countenance 


and geſture, and are wiſe by Signs3 as Czzecro 
{aith of Piſo, that when he an{wered him, he 
fetched one of his Brows up to his Forehead, and 
bent the other down to his Chin : Refpondes, al- 
tero ad Frontem ſublato, altero ad Mentum depreſſo 
ſupercilio , crudelitatem tibi non placere. Some 
think to bear it, by {pcaking, a great word, and 
being, percmptory 3 and g0 on, and take by ad- 
mittance that which they cannot make good. 
Some, whatſocver is beyond their reach, will 
tcem to deſpiſe or make light of it, as imperti- 
nent or curicus, and {o will have their Ignorance 
{cem Judgment. Some are never without a diffe- 
rence, and commonly by arauling men. with a 
{ubtilty, blanch the matter z of whom 4: Gellius 
faith, Hominem delirum qui verboram minatiis re- 
rum frangit pondera, Ot waich kind alſo Plato 
tn his Pretagoras bringeth in Prodicus in ſcorn, 
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02 Cir Francis Bacon's ſays. 
and maketh him make a Speech, that conſiſteth 
of diſtintions from the beginning to the end, 
Generally ſuch men in all deliberations find eaſe 
to be of the Negative {ide., and affect a credit to 
obje& and foretel difhculties : For when Propo- 
fitions are denied, there 1s an end of them 3; but 
it they be allowed, it requireth a new work; 
which falſe point of wiſdom is the bane of buf- 
neſs. Toconclude, there is no decaying Mer- 
chant, or inward Beggar, hath ſo many tricks 
to uphold the credit of their Wealth, as thele 
empty Perſons have to maintein the credit of 
theirſathciency. Seeming Wiſe Men may make - 
ſhift to get opinion , but let no man chuſe them 
for employment 3 for certainly you were better 
take for buſineſs a man ſomewhat abſurd, than 


 over-formal. 
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RXV II. 
Of Friendſhip. 


I had been hard for him that ſpake it, to have 
put more truthand untruth together in few 
words, than in that Speech, Whoſoever is deligh- 
ted in ſolitude, is either a wild Beaſt, or @ God. 
For it is moſt true, that a natural and ſecret 
hatred , and averſation towards Society in any 
Man, hath ſomewhat of the ſavage Beaſt 3 but 
It 15moſt untrue, that it ſhould have any chara- 
Cer at all of the Divine Nature, except it [wo 

cee 
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Of F riendſhip.. 93 


ceed not out of a pleaſure in Solitude, but out of 


a love and delire to {equeſter a mans ſelf for a 
higher converſation ſuch as is found to have 
been falſely and feignedly in ſome of the Heathen, 
as Epimenides the Candian, Numa the Roman, 
Empedocles the Sicilian, and Apollonius of Tyana, 


and truly and really in divers of the ancient Her- 


mits,, and Holy Fathers of the Church. But 
little do1nen perceive what Solitude is, and how 
far it extendeth : for a Crowd 1s not Company, 
and Faces are but a Gallery of Pictures, and 
Talk but a Tinkling Cymbal , where there is no 
Love. TheTatine Adage mecteth with it a lit- 
tle, Magna Civitas, magna ſolitudo; becaule in a 


orcat I own Friends are {cattercd, fo that there 


is not that felJowlhip, for the moſt part, which 


is in leſs Neighbourhoods. But we may go fur- 


ther, and affirm moſt truly, that it is @ meer and 
miſerable ſolitude to want Friends , without 
which the World is buta Wilderne(s : and even 
in this Senſe alſo of Solitude, whoſoever in the 
Frame of his Nature and Aﬀections 1s unfit for 
Friendſhip, he taketh it of the Beaſt, and notfrom 
Humanity. 

A Principal Fruit of Friendſhip is, the Eale 
and Diſcharge of the Fulneſs and Swellings of 
the Heart, which Paſlions of all kinds do cauſc 
and induce. We know Diſeaſes of Stoppings 
and Suffocations are the moſt dangerous in the 
Body, and it is not much otherwile in the Mind 3 
You may take Sarza to open the Liver, Steel to 
open the Spleen, Flower of Su{phur for the Lungs, 

| Caitoreum 
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94 $:r Francis Bacon « Eſſays. 
Caftoreum for the Brain 3. but no Receipt opetiet 
the Heart, but a true Friend, to whom you may 
impart Griefs, Joys, Fears, Hopes, Suſpicion; 
Counſels, and wha:ſoever licth upon the Hear 


to opprels it, 1 a kind of Civil Shrift or Conf © 


ſton. 
It is a ſtrange thing to obſerve, how high: 


Rate great Kings and Monarchs do ſet upon thi 
| Fruit of Friendſhip whereot we ſpeak 3 {o great, 


as they purchaſe it many times at the hazard d 
their own Safcty and Greatneſs, For Prince, 
in regard of the diftance of. their Fortune fron 
that of their Subje&s and Servants, cannot gi 
ther this Fruit, except (to make Themſelves & 
pable thereof.) they raiſe ſome Perſons to be; s 


it were, Companions, and almotſt Equals tr 


themſelves, which many times forteth to Incov 


venience. The modern Languages give unt 


{uch Perſons the name of Favorites or Privads, 
as if it were matter of Grace or Converſation 
But the Roman name attaineth the true Ule and 
Caule thereof, naming them Participes Curarm 
for it is that which tyeth the knot. And welt 
plainly that this hath been done, not by well 
and Paſhonate Princes only,but by the Wiſett,and 
molt Politick that ever reigned : who have oftay 
times joyned to themſelves ſome of their Ser 
vants,whom both thernſclves have called Friends 
and allowed others likewiſe to call them in th 
fame manner, uling the viord which is receive 
between private inch; 
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Of” Friendſhip. 9 x 
L. Sylla, when he commanded Rome, raifcd 
Pompey ( after {urnamed the Great ) to that 
Height, that Pompey vaunted himfelt for Sylla's. 
Over-match: for when he had carricd the Con- 
 fulſhip tor a Friend of his againſt the purſuit of 
Sylla, and that. Sylia did a little refent thereat, 
and began to ſpeak great, Pompey turned upon 
| himagain, andin eftcct bad him be quiet 3 For 
that more men adored the San-rifing than the Snn- 
ſetting. With. Julius , Decins Brutus kad ob- 
tained that Intereſt, as he {et kim down 1n his 
Teſtament, for Heir in Remainder after his Ne-: 
phew, And this was the man that had power 
with him, to draw him forth io his Death. Fer 
when Ceſar would have diſcharged the Senate, 
in regard of {ome 1] preſages, and ſpecially a 
Dream of Calpurna , This Man litted him gent- 
ly by the Arm out cf his Chair, telling him, he 
hoped he would not diſmiſs the Senate, till his 
Wife had dreamed a better Dream, And it 
{cemeth his favour was ſo great, as Antonius in a 
Letter which is recited verbatim in one of Cicero's 
Philippaques, called him Venefica, Witch; as it he 
had enchanted Ceſar. Azguſtus raiſed Agrippa 
( though of mean Birth ) to that Reighth, as 
when he conſulted with Macenas about the Mar- 
riage of his Daughter 7zlia, Macenas took the 
Liberty to tell him, That he muſt either marry bis 
Daughter to Agrippa, or take away his life, there 
was no third way, be had made him ſo great. With 
Jiberius Ceſar, Sganus had aſcended to that 
Heighth, as they two were termed and reckoned 


as 
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o6 Sir Francis Bacon's Eſſays. 
as a pair of F riends. Tiberixs in a Letter to hih 
ſaith, Hec pro 4micitianoſtra non occultaviz ai 
the whole Senate dedicated an Altar to Friel 
ſhip, as toa Goddeſs, in reſpect of the great Dex 
nels of Friendſhip between them two, Thelik 
or more was between Septiminus Severus and Pla 
tianus : for he forced his eldeſt Son to marry ti 
Daughter of Plantianus , and would mainta 
Plantianus 1n doing, aftronts to his Son, and di 


T leve the Man ſo well, as I wiſh he may over-ln 
me, © Now it theſe Princes had been as a Tru 
or a Marcus Aurelins,a Man might have thought 
that this had proceeded of an abundant God 
neſs of Nature but being Men ſo Wile, of {ud 
ſtrength and ſeverity of Mind, and ſo extrea 
Lovers of themſelves, as all theſe were; it pt 
veth moi plainly, that they found their ownkt 
Iicity (though as great as ever happened toms 
tal men ) but as an half Piece, except they migs 
| havea Friend to makeit Entire 3 and yet, whit 
15 more, they were Princes that had Wives, Soi 
Nephews, and yetall theſe could-not ſupply tt 
Comtort of Friendſhip: 

 It1s not to be forgotten,what Commines obſt 
veth of his Matter, Duke Charles the Hark 
namely, That he would communicate his Sectt 
with none; and leaſt of all thoſe Secrets whil 
troubled him moſt, Whereupon he gocth onal 
faith, that towards his latter time 3 That iſ 
neſs did impair, and a little periſh his undetfit 
ding: . Surely, Commines might have es 

| ; 


write alſo in a Letter to the Senate thele wor 
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Of Friendſhip. 97 
fame Judgment alſo, if it had pleaſed him, of. 
his {econd Maſter, Lewis the Eleventh, whoſe 
Cloſencſs was indeed his Tormentor. The Pa- 
rable of Pythagoras | is dark, but true, Cor ne ed- 
to, Eat not the Heart. Certainly if a man would 
giveit a hard Phraſe, thoſe that want Friends to 
open themſelves unto, are Cannibalsof their own 
Hearts: But one thing is moſt admirable; 
( wherewith I will conclude this tirlk Fruit of 
Friendſhip, ) which is , That this Communi- 
cating of a Mans -Sclf to his Friend, works 
two contrary Effects for it redoubleth Joys; 
and cutteth Griefs in Hatfs 3 for there is no 
man that imparteth his Foys to his Friend , 
but he Foyeth the more; and no man that im- 
parteth his Griefs to his Friend, but ke prie- 
veth che leſs. So that it is, in crutch of Opera- 
tion upon a Mans Mind of like vertue, as the 
Alchymiſts uſe to attribute to their Stone for 
Mans Body, that it worketh all contrary Effects, 
but ſtill to the Good and Benefit of Nature; but 
yet without praying in Aid of Alchymiſts, there 
isa manifeſt Image ot this in the ordinary courſe 
of Nature : for in Bodies Union Rtrengthneth 
and cheriſheth any natural Action; and on the 
other fide, weakneth and dulleth any violent Im- 
preſſion and even ſo it is of Minds. 

The ſecond Fruit of Friendſþip is Healthful and 
Soveraign for the Vnderſtanding, as the firit is 
for the Aﬀections: for Friendſhip maketh indeed 
a fair Day in the Afe@ions from Storm and Fem- 
peſts z but it maketh Day-light im the Underſtan- 
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o8 Sir Francis Bacon s Eſſays. 
ding out of Darkneſs and Contufion of Thowpk 
Neither is this to be underſtood only of Faith; 
Counſel which a man receiveth from his Fri 
but before you come to that, certain 1t is, th 
whoſoever hath his Mind fraught with ma 
Thoughts, his Wits and underſtanding do cl 
he and break up in the Communicating and} | 
courſing with another 3 He toffeth his Thou 
more calily, He marſhalleth them more ordej 
He ſeeth how they look when they are tumi 
into words. Finally, He waxeth Wiſer th 
Himſelf; and that more by an Hours Diſcout 
than by a Days Meditation, It was well fi 
by Themiſtocles to the King of Perſia That Sjm 
was like Cloth of Arras opened and put abril 
whereby the Imagery doth appear in Figure, when 
in Thoughts they Iye but as in Packs. Neithi! 
this ſecond Fruit of Friendſhip, in opening i 
Underſtanding, reſtrained only to ſuch Friends: 
are able to give a man Counſel; ( they indts 
are beſt.) but even without that a man learnt 
of himſelf, and bringeth his own Thought 
Light, and whetteth his. Wits as againſt a Stor 
Which it {elf cuts not. In a word, a Man wi 
better relate himſelf toa Statue or Picture, thi 
to {uffer his Thoughts topaſs in ſmoother, 
And now, to make this ſecond Fruit of Friel 
- Fiip compleat, that other Point which lyeth mit 
\ Open, and falleth within Vulgar Obſervatid 
which is Faith*u] Counſel from:a Friend. Hi 
cites faith well in' one of his Fnigma's I) 
ht is ever the beſt, And certain it is, that . 
. Eo” Ly 
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Light that a man-receiveth by Coznſel from ano- 
ther , is drier and purer than that which conicth 
from his own Underſtanding and Judgment, 
which is ever infuſed and drenched in his 4fe- 
Hons and Cuſtoms, fo as there is as much diffe- 
rence between the'Cornſe] that a Friend giveth, 
and that-a man giveth himſelf, as there is be- 
tween the Gornſel of a Friend, and of a Flatterer : 
Forthere is no fuch Flatterer, as in a mans {elf ; 
and there isno ſuch remedy againſt Flattery of a 
mans (elf, as.'the Liberty of -a Friend. ' Counſel 
is of two forts the one concerning Manners, 
the other concerning Bxfſineſs, For the firſt 
The belt preſervative to keep the Mind in Health, 
is the faithful Admonition of a Friend. The cal- 
ling of a Mans Selt to a firict Account. is a Me- 
dicine ſometime too Piercing and Corrofive. 
Reading good Books of Morality, 1s a little Flat 
and Dead, Obſerving our Faults in Others, 1s 
{ometimes unproper for our' Caſe, But the beſt 
Receipt (belt (I fay) to work, and belt to 
take) is the Admonition of a Friend. It is a 
ſtrange thing to behold, what groſs Errors, and 
extream Abfurdities, many ( eſpecially of the 
opreater Sort ) do commit, for want of a Friend 
to tell them of them, to the great damage both 
of their Fame and Fortane: for, as: St. . James. 
faith, they-are as Men that look, ſometimes into a 
Glaſs, and preſently. forget. their own Shape -and 
Favour. As for Buſineſs, a man miay think, it he 
Will; that two Eyes ſee no more than one 3 Or. 
thit 2 Gameſter ſeeth always moxe than'a Looker 
Hz 0n'3 
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100 Sir Francis Bacon's Eſſays. 
on 3 or that a man in Anger is as wile as he, thy 
hath faid over the four avd twenty Letters; 
that a Masket may be ſhot off as well upon th 
Arm, as upon a Reſt 3 and ſuch other fond an 
high Imaginations, to think himlelf All in Al 
But when all is done, the help of good Conſt 
i5 that which ſetteth Bxſineſs ſireight; and if an 
man think that he will take Cozenſel, but it ſhi 
be by pieces, asking, Coxnſel in one bulinels 
one man, and in another buſineſs of anothe 
man) lt is well, ( that is to ſay, better perhap 
than if he asked none at all ) but he runneth tm 
dangers; one, that he ſhall not faithfully 
Counſclled 3 for it is a rare thing, except it 
from a perfect and entire Friend, to have Comſi 
oiven, but ſuch as ſhall be bowed and crookedt 
{ome ends, which he hath that giveth it, Th 
other, that he ſhall have Coznſel given, hurti 
and unſafe, (though with good meaning ) at 
mixt 3 partly of miſchiet, and partly of remed; 
even as if you would call a Phyfician, that! 
thought good, for the Cure of the Hiſcaſe yl 
complain of, but is unacquainted with yourbv 
dy; and therefore may put you in a way forpt 


fent Cure, but overthroweth your Health 


{ome other kind, and ſo cure the Diſcaſe, at 
kill the Patient, But a Friend, that is whd 
acquainted with a Mans Eſtate, will beware, 
furthering any preſent Buſineſs, how he da(ts 
upon other Inconvenience and therefore reſt 
upon ſcattered Counſels, forthey will ratherd 
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Of Friendſhip. _ (0); 


After theſe two noble Fruits of Friendſhip, 
{ Peace in the Aﬀeions, and Swpport of the Tudg- 
ment ) followeth the laſt Fruit which is like the 
Pomegranate, full of many kernels; I mean Ad, 
and Bearing a Part in all A&ions and Occaſions. 
Here the beſt way to repreſent to the life the ma-_ 
nifold uſe of Friendſhip, is to caft and ſee, how ma- 
ny things there are, which a man cannot do him- 
{elt; and then it will appear, that it was a {pa- 
ring, Speech of the Ancients, to ſay, That @ 
Friend is another himſelf; tor that a Friend is 
far more than himſelf. Men have their time, 
and dye many times in defire of {ome things, 
which they principally take to heart > The be- 
ſowing of a Child, the finiſhing of a Work, or 
the like, It a man have a true Friend, he may 
reſt almoſt ſecure, that the care of thole things 
will continue after him : ſo that a man hath as it 
were two Lives in his delires. A man hath a 
Body, and that Body is confined to a place 3 but 
where Friendſhip is, all Offices of Life are as it 
were granted to him and his Deputy: for he may 
exercile them by his Friend. How many things 
are there, which a man cannot, with any face 
or comelineſs, ſay or do himſelf ? A man can 
{carce alledg his own merits with modeliy, much 
leſs extol them : A man cannot ſometimes brook 
to-ſupplicate or begz and a nuwber of the like. 
But all theſe things are graceful in a Friends 
mouth, which are bluſhing in a mans own. 50 
again, a mans Perfon hath many proper Relati- 
ons, which he cannot put off, A man cannot 
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ſpeak to his Son, but as a Fatherz to his Wit, 
but asa Husband , to his Enemy but upon terns 
Whereas a Friend may ſpeak as the Caſe requirs 
and not as it forteth with the Perſon ; But tot: 
numerate theſe things were endleſs: I have g 
ven the Rule, wherea man cannot hitly playhi 
own part: If he have not a Friend, he may qui 
the Stage. SORE | 


NYAVIIL 
Of Expence. 
. ICHES are tor ſpending, and ſpendiy 


# \ for Honourand good Actions : There 
Extraordinary Expence-muſt be limited by ti 


Ld 


worth of the occaſion. For Voluntary Undan 


may be as well for a mans Country, as forth 
Kingdom of” Heaven , but Ordinary Expence ougl 
to be limited by a mans Eſtate, and govern 
with ſuch regard, as it be within his:compik 
and not ſubje& to deceit and abuſe of Servan 
and ordered to the beſt (hew, that the Bills mi 
belels than the Eſtimation abroad. Certainly, 
a man will keep but of even hand, his Orin 
Expences ought to be but to the half of his i 
ceipts: * And if he think to wax Rich, but toll 
third part. It is no baſeneſs for the greateſt! 
deſcend and look into their own Eſtate. Sol 
forbear it, not upon negligence alone, but doubt 
ing tobring themſelves into melancholy, 7 ſ 


_ Noe, "TON 
ſpe& they ſhall ind it broken 3 but Wounds can- 


not be iced without ſearching. He that cannot 
look into his own Eſtate at all, had need both 
chuſe well thoſe whom he employ 'eth,and change 
them often for new are more timorous, and leſs 
{abtile. He that can look into his Eſtate bat (el- 
dom, it behoveth him to turn all to certainty. A 
man had need, it he be plentitul in ſome kind of 
Expence, to be as ſaving again in ſome other: As 
if he be plentiful in Dyet, to be ſaving in Appa- 
re]: If he be plentiful in the Hall, to be ſaving in 
the Stable, 4 the like. For he that is plentiful 
in Expeaces of all kinds, will hardly be preſerved 
from decay. In clearing of a mans Eſtate, he 
may as well hurt himfelt, in being in too ſudden, 
as in letting 1trunon too long, For haſty Selling 
iscommonly as difadvantageous as Intereſt, Be- 
ſides, he that clears at once will relapſe; forfin- 
ding himſelt out of ſtreights, he will revert to his 
cuſtoms : But he that clearcth by degrees, indu- 
ccth a habit of frugality, and gaineth as wellupon 
his mind as upon his Eftate. Certainly, who 
hath a State to repair, may not deſpiſe {naall 
things : and commonly it is leſs diſhonourable to 
abridg petty Charges, than to ſtoop to petty Get- 
tings. A man ought warily to begin Charges, 
which once begun will continue but;in matters 
that return not, he may be more magnificent. 
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XXX 
Of the true Greatneſs of K7 gdoms 4 


Eſtates. 
T* E . Specch of Themiſtocles the Athenia 

which was haughty and arrogant, in t+ 
king ſo much to himſelf, had been a grave an 
wile obſervation and cenſure, applied at larget 
others : Deſired at a Feaſt to touch a Lute, i 
{aid, He could not fiddle, but yet be could mak 
ſmall Town a great City, Theſe words \ holpa 


a little with a metaphor ) may. expreſs twodb 


ferivg, abilities in thoſe that deal in bufinelsd 
Eftate, For it a true Survey be taken of Cow 
{cllors and Stateſmen , there may be found 
(though rarely ) thoſe which can make a ſu 
State great, and yet cannot fiddle : As on theo 
ther fide, there will be found a great many ti 
can fiddle very cunningly , but yet are fo fi 
from being able to make a ſmall State great, 8 
their Gift lycth the other way, to bring a grtl 


and flourithing Eltate to ruin and decay, . An 
certainly. thoſe degenerate Arts and Shifts,whett 


by many Counſellors and Governours gain bo 
favour with their Maſters, and eſtimation wit 


_ the Vulgar, deſerve no better name than Fidlin 


being things rather pleaſing for the time, "an 
graceiul to themſelves only, than tending to p 
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Of Kingdoms and Eſtates, Tos 
weal and advancement of the State which they 
ferve, Thereareallo (no doubt) Counſellors and 
Governors which may be held ſuthcient (C Ne- 
gotiis pares ) able to manage Afﬀairs, and to keep 
them from Precipices, and manitelt Inconvenien- 
ccs, which nevertheleſs are far trom the ability to 
raiſe and amplihe an Eftate in power, means, 
and fortune. But be the Workmen what they 
may be, let us {peak of- the Work; That is. the 

true Greatneſs of Kingdoms and Eſtates, and the. 
Means thexeot. An Argument fit tor Great and 
Mighty Princes to have in their hand, to the end, 
that neither by overmea{uring their Forces, they 
leeſe themlelves in vain Enterpriſes; nor on the 
other fide, by undervaluing them, they deſcend 
to fearful and pulillanimous Cornſels. 

- The Greatneſs of an Eſtate in Bulk and Terri- 
tory, doth tall under meaſure; and the Greatneſs 
of Finances and Revenue, doth fall under com- 
putation. The Population may appear by Mu- 
fters, and the Number and Greatnel(s of Cities 
and Towns by Cards and Maps. But yet there 
1snot any thing among Civil Aﬀairs, more fub- 
ject to crror, than the right valuation, and true 
judgment, concerning the Power and Forces of 
an Eſtate. | 
The Kingdom of Heaven is compared not to 

any great Kernel or Nut, but to a Grain of Mu- 
ftard-ſeed, which is one of the leaſt Grains, but 
hath in it a Property and Spirit haſtily to get up 
and ſpread. So are there States great in 'Terri- 

tory, and yet not apt to Enlarge or Command 3 
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106 Sir Francis Bacon's Eſſays. 
and ſome that have but a {mall dimenſion q 
Stem, and yet apt to be the Foundations of grea 
Monarchies. | | 
Walled Towns, Stored Arſenals and Armoy. 
ries, Goodly Races of Horſe, Chariots of Wx, 
Elephants, Ordnance, Artillery, and the like 
All this is but a Sheep in a Lions Skin, except tle 
breed and diſpoſition of the People be ftout an 
warlike, Nay, Number ( it ſelf ) in Armis 
importeth not much, where the People 1s of wal 
courage: For, ( as Virgil ſaith _) It never tras 
bles a Wolf, how many the Sheep be. The Amy 
of the Perſians, in the Plains of Arbela, was ſud 
a vaſt Sea of People, as it did ſomewhat aſtoni 
the Commanders in Alexanders Army 3 wi 
came to him therefore, and wiſhed -him to 
upon them by night 3 but he anſwered, He wall 
not pilfer the Victory : And the defeat was ealt 
When Tigranes the Armenian, being encampi 
upon -a Hill with 400000 Men, difcovercd tix 
Army of the Romans , being, not above 1400 
marching towards him, he made himſelt man 
with it, and ſaid, Yonder Men are too many for @ 
Ambaſſage, and too few for a Fight : But belar 
the Sun ſet, he found them enough to give hin 


the Chaſe with infinite ſlaughter. Many at 


the examples of great odds between Number ant 
Courage; fo that a man may truly make a judg 


ment, That the principal point of Greatneſs 


any State, 1s, to have a Race of Military men. 
Neither is Money the Sinews of War, ( as it 
trivially {aid ) where the Sinews of Mens Arm 
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Of Kingdoms aud Eſtates. 1o7 
in Baſe and Effteminate People are tailing. For 
£9lon {aid well to Craſus, C when in oftentation 
he ſhewed him his Gold _) Szr, If any other come, 
that hath better Tron than you, he will be Maſter off 
all ths Gold. Therefore let any Prince or State 
think ſoberly of his Forces, except his Mzlitza of 
Natives be of good and valiant Souldiers. And 
let Princes on the other fide, that have Subjects 
of Martial diſpolition, know their own ſtrength, 
unleſs they be otherwile wanting unto them- 
ſelves. As for Mercenary Forces, ( which 1s the 
Help in this Caſe ) all examples ſhew, that what- 
ſfoever Eftate or Prince doth reit upon them, He 


may ſpread his Feathers for a time, but be will mer 
them ſoon after. 

The Bleſſing of Fudas and Iſachar will never 
meet, That the ſame People or Nation ſhould be both 
the Lions whelp, and Aſs between Burthengs ; Nei- 
ther will it be,that a People over-laid with Taxes, 
thould - ever become Valiant and Martial. - It is 
true, that Taxes levied by Conſent of the State, 
do abate mens Courage lets, as it hath been ſeen 
notably ' in the Exciſes of the Low-Countries 3 
and in {ome degree, in the Subſidies of England : 
for you muſt note, that we {ſpeak now of. the 
Heart, and not of the Purſe. So that although 
the ſame Tribute and Tax, laid by Conſent, or 
by Impoſing, beall one to the Parle, yct it works 
diverſly upon the Courage: fo that you may 
conclude, That no People, over-charged with Tribute, 
# fit for Empire. i 


Let 
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108 Sir Francis Bacon's E/ſays. 

Let States that aim at Greatneſs take heed hoy 
their Nobility and Gentlemen do multiply toofal, 
For that maketh the Common Subject grow t 
be a Peaſant, and baſe Swain , driven out 
Heart, and in effect but a Gentlemans Labourer: 
even as you may fee in Coppice Woods, | 


you leave your S taddles too thick,, you ſhall new 
have clean Vnderwood., but Shrubs and Buſhes. \ 


' In Comntrees, it the Gentlemen be too many, tt 


Commons will be baſe : and you will bring itt 
that.that not the hundredth Poll will be fit tor an 
Helmet eſpecially as to the Infantry, which is the 
Nerve of an Army and ſo there will be grat 


Population and little Strength. This which! | 


{peak of, hath been no where better ſeen, than 
by comparing of England and France; where 
England, though far lels in Territory and Pop 
lation,hath been nevertheleſs an Over-match3 in 
regard the Middle People of England make goo 
Soldiers, which the Peaſants of France do ndt 
And herein the device of King Henry the Seventh, 
( whereof I have ſpoken largely in the Hiſtory 
by Life) was Profound and Admirable in making 
Farms and Houſes of Husbandry, of a Standard 


that is, maintained with ſuch a Proportion 


Land unto them, as may breed a ſubjed to livein 


Convenient Plenty, and no Servile Condition ' 


aud to keep the Plough in the hands of the Own 
ers and not meer Hirelings. And thus indeed you 
ſhall attain to Virgis CharaCter which he givest! 
Ancient Ttaly: | 
Terra potens armiſque atque ubere Glebe. 
OT Neither 
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Of Kingdoms and Eſtates. 109 
Neither is that State ( which for any thing I 
know, 1s almoſt peculiar to England, and hardly 
to be found any where elſe, except it be perhaps 
in Poland) to be paflcd over 3; I mean the State 
of Free-Servants and Attendants upon Noblemen 
and Gentlemen, which are no ways inferior to the 
Teomanry fox Arms: And therefore , out of all 
Queſtiop, the Splendor and Magnificence, and 
great Retinnes, and Hoſpitality of Noblemen and 
Gentlemen received into Cuſtom, doth much con- 
duce unto Martial Greatneſs : Whereas contrari- 
wiſe, the cloſe and reſerved Living of Noblemen 
and Gentlemen,cauſcth a Penury of Military Forces. 
By all means it is co be procured, that the 
Trunkot Nebuchadnezzars iree of Monarchy, be 
great enough to bear the Branches, nt the 
Boughs : z that is, That the Natural Subjeds of 
the Crown or State, bear a ſufficient Proportion 
tothe $ tranger S ubjetts that they YOVCEIN, There- 
fore all States that are liberal of Naturalization 
towards Strangers, are ht for Empire. For to 
think that an Handful of People can With the 
greateſt Courage and Policy in the World, em- 
brace to large extent of Dominion, it may hold 
fora time, but it will fail ſuddenly. The Spar- 
tans were a nice People in point of Naturalizati- 
onz whereby, while they kept their Cormpals, 
they ſtood tirm 3 but when they did ſpread, and 
their Boughs were become too great for their 
Stem, they became a Wind- fall upon the ſudden. 
Never any State was in this Point fo open to re- 
ceive Strangers into their Body, as were the Ro- 


mans, 


Tio SrFrancis Bacon's Eſſays. 
mans, therefore it ſorted with them accordingh: 
for they grew to the greateſt Monarchy, Ther 
manner was to grant Naturalization, ( whid 
they called Jus Civitatis )) and to grant it in th 
higheſt Degree 3 that is, not only 7as Conmerd, 
Frus Connubii, Jus Hereditatis, but allo Jus Sif 
fragii, and Jus Honoram, Andthis, not to fn 
gular Perſons alone, but likewiſe to wholeF: 
miliesz yea, to Cities, and fometimes to Nati 
ons. Add to this their Cuſtom of Plantatind 
Colonies, whereby the Roman Plant was remow! 
into the Soyl of other Nations 3 and puttin 
both Conſtitutions together, you willfay, Thi 
it was not the Romans that ſpread upon ti 
 Yorld, but it was the World that ſpread upontht 
Romans and that was the ſuxe Way of Gre 
neſs, I have marvelled ſometimes at Spain, how 
they claſp and contain ſo large Dominions with 
ſo few natural Spaniards : but fure the whot 
Compals'ot Spain is a very great Body of a Trtt 
far above Rome and Sparta at the firft : andbt 
tides, though they. have not had that uſage t 
Naturalize liberally, yet they have that whichi 
next to it; that 1s, To employ, almoſt indifferett 
Iy, all Nations in their Militia of ordinary Soldier: 
yea, and fometimes in their Higheſt Commands 
Nay, it ſeemeth'at this inſtant, they are ſenſibt 
of this want 'of Natives, as. by the Pragmatic 
'Sandion, now-publiſhed; appeareth.' Ko 
Tt 1s certain, that Sedentary and Within-di 
Arts, and delicate ManufaQtures, ( that requit 
rather the Finger, thanthe Arm Y have in thei 
Natur 
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Of Kingdoms and Eſtates. 111 
Nature a Contrariety to a Military diſpoſition. 
And generally all Warlike People area little idle, 
and love Danger better than Travel : neither 
muſt they be too much broken of it, it they ſhall 
be preſerved in vigour. Therefore it was great 
Advantage in the Antient. States of Sparta, 4- 
thens, Rome, and others, that they had the uſe 
of Slaves, which commonly did rid thoſe Ma- 
nufa&ures : but that is aboliſhed in greateſtpart 
by the Chriſtian Law. That which cometh nea= 
reſt toit, is, to leave thoſe Arts chictly to Stran- 
gers, (which for that purpoſe are the more eafily 
to be reccived) and to contain the principal 
Bulk of the vulgar Natives within thoſe three 
kinds; Tillers of the Ground, Free Servants. and 
Handicrafts Men of ſtrong and manly Arts; as 
Smiths, Maſons, Carpenters, &c. not reckoning 
profeſſed Soldiers. 

But above all, for Empire and Greatneſs it im- 
porteth moſt, that a Nation do profeſs Arms as 
their principal Honour, Study and Occupation : 

for the things which we formerly have ſpoken 
of, are but Habilitations towards Arms; and 
what is Habilitation, without Intention and A& 2 
Romuls after his death, (as they report or feign) 
{ent a Preſent to the Romans, that above all they | 
ſhould intend Arms, and then they ſhould prove 

the greateſt Empire of the world. The Fabrick 
of the State of Sparta was wholly ( though not 
wiſely ) framed and compoſed to that Scope and 
End, The Perſians and Macedonians had it for a 
flalh, The Galls, Germans, Goths, Saxohs., Nor- 


mans, 
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1t2 Sir Francis Bacon's Eſſays. 
mans, and others had it for a time; The Twp 
have it at this day, though in great Declination 
Of Chriſtian Exrope, they that have it, arey 
cffe& only the Spaniards. But 1t 1s fo play 
"That every Man profiteth in that he moſt intendel, 
that it ncedezth not to be ſtood npon. Itise 
nough to point at it, thatno Nation which dot 
not directly proteſs Arms, may look to hay 
Greatneſs fall into their mouths. And on theo 
ther fide, it is a moſt certain Oracle of Tim: 
that thoſe States that continue long in that pro 
felon ( as the Romans and Twrks principal) 
have done ) do wonders; and thoſe that hax 
profeſſed Arms but for an Age, have notwithſtan 
ding, commonly attained that Greatneſs in thit 
Age, which maintained them long after, wha 
their Profeſſion and exerciſe of Arms hath grow 
to decay, _ | 
Incident to this Point is, for a State to han 
thoſe Laws or Cuſtoms which may reach fort 
unto them juſt Occaſions ( as may be preter 
ded ) of War: for there is that jultice imprit 
ted in the Nature of Men, that they enter nd 
upon Wars ( whereof ſo many Calamities © 
enſue) but upon ſome, or at leaſt ſpecios 
Grounds and Quarrels, "The Turk hath at hand 
for cauſe of War, the Propagation of his Lav 
or Sect, a Quarrel that he may always command 
The Romans, though they eſteemed the exter 
ding the Limits of their Empire to be great He 
nour to their Generals, when it was done 3 ft 
they never reſted upon that alone to begins 9 
irl 
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Of Kingdoms and 1Bflates, I13 


Firſt therefote, let Nations that pretend to Great” 


neſs,, have this ; that they be ſenſible of wrongs, 


either upory Borderers,Merchants,or politick-Mi- 
niſters; and that they ſit not too long upona Pro- 
vocation. - Secondly, let them be preſt,and ready 

to give Aids and Sticcours to their ates) ; 
as it ever was with the. Romans: Inſomuch 
as if the Confederate had Leagues defenſive with 
divers other States, and. upon Invaſion offered, 

did implore their Aids ſeverally ; yet the Romans 
would ever be the foremoſt, and leave it to none 
other to. have the Honour, As. for-the Wars 
which were anciently made on the behalf of a 
kind of Party, or tacit Conformity of Eſtate, I 
do not well ſay, how they may be well juſtified : 


As when the Romans made a War for the Liberty 


of Greciz or when the Lacedemonians and A- 
thenians made Wars to ſet up or pull down Demo- 
cracies and Obligarchies, or when Wars were 
made by. Foreigners, under the pretence of Ju- 
ſtice or Prote&ion, to deliver the Subjects of o- 
thers from Tyranny- and Oppreſſion, and the 
like. Let it ſuffice, That no Eſtate expect to be 
Great, that is not awake, upon any juſt Occaſion 
of Arming. 

No Body can be Healthful without Exerciſe, 
Neither fe} Body, nor Politick and cer- 
fainly to a Kingdom or Eſtate, a juſt and Honou- 
rable Waris the true Exerciſe. A Civil War in- 
deed is like the Heat of a Feaver z but a Foreign 
War is like the Heat of Exerciſe, and ſerveth to 
keep the Body in health : for.in a  flothfal Peace 

| both 
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114 Sir Francis Bacon's Bſſays. 


both Courages will effkeminate,and Manners 


rupt. But howſoever it be for Happinels wit 


out all Queſtions for Greatneſs, it maketh toh + 
Rill, for the moſt part in Arms 3 and the ſtrengh - 


of a Veterane Army ( though it be a chargeal} 
Buſineſs ) always on Foot, 1s that which con 


- monly giveth the Law, or atleaſt the Reputatig 


amongſt all Neighbour-States 3 as may wellk 
ſcen in Spazn, which hath had in one part or oth: 
a Veterane Army, almoſt continually, nowy 
the {pace of {1x{core years. 

To be Maſter of the Sea, isan Abridgmenty 
a Monarchy. Cicero writing to Atticus, of Par 
pey his Preparation againſt Ceſar, ſaith, Conſilua 
Pompeii plane Themiſtocleum eſt , Putat enim qi 
Mari potitur, eum Rerum potiri, And withoi 


doubt Pompey had tired out Ceſar, if upon vii 


Confidence he had not left that Way. Welt 
the great effects of Battels by Sea. The Batit 
of Adium decided the Empire of the Wol 
The Battel of Lepanto arreſted the Greatnek 
the Turk, There be many examples, where$ 
Fights have been Final to the War 3 but this 
when Princes or States have ſet up their Reltup 
on the Battels. But thus much is certain, thi 
he that commands the Sea, is at great libert 
and may take as much, and as little of the Wa 
as he willz, whereas thoſe that be ftrongelt bf 


Land, are many times nevertheleſs in. gia 


fireights. Surely at this day, with us of En 
the Vantage of ſtrength at Sea ( which isoned 
the principal Dowries of this Kingdom of Gre 

4 | Britait} 
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Of Kingdoms and Eſtates, 118 
Britain ) is great : both becauſe moſt of the King- 
doms of Exrope are not meetly In-land, but girt 
with the Sea,moſt part of their Compaſs: z and be- 
cauſe the Wealth of both Tndies {cein in great part 
but an Acceflary to the Command of the Seas. 
The Wars.of Latter Ages ſeem to be madein 
the Dark, in reſpe& of the Glory and Honout 
which reflected upon Men from the Wars in An- 
zzent Time. There be now for Martial Encou= 
TOPNENt, ſome Degrees and Otders of Chival- 
, which nevertheleſs are conferred promiſcu- 
ouſly upon Soldiers, and no Soldiers 3 and ſome 
.. Remembrance perhaps upon the Scutchion 3 and 
ſome Hoſpitals for maimed Soldiers, aid ſuch 
like Things, But in Antient Times, the Tro- 
phies credied upon the place of the Victory yz the 
Funeral Laudatives and Monuments for thoſe 
that died in the Wars 3 the Crowns and Gar- 
lands perſonal 3 the Style. of Emperor, which 
the great King of the World after borrow- 
ed 3 the Triutnphs of the .Generals upon their 
Return; the great Donatives and Largeſſes up- 
on the Disbanding of the Armies, were things 
able ro enflame all mens Courages. But above 
All, that of the Triumph amongſt the Romans, 
was not Pageant or Gaudery, but one of the 
Wiſeſt and Nobleſt Inſtitutions that ever was : 
for it contained three things; Honour to the 
General; Riches to the Treaſury out of the 
Spoylz and Donatives to the Army: But thaf 
Honour perhaps were not fit for Monarchies, Cx- 
cept it be in the Perſon of the Monarch himſelf 
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or his Sons as it came to paſs in the times of the 
Roman Emperors, whodid impropriate the Au: 
al Triumphs to themſelves, and their Sons, fa 


ſuch Wars as they did atchievein Perſon; and 
left only for Wars atchieved by Subjes, fone 


Triumphal Garments and Enfigns to the Gene 


ral. 


To conclude , No Man can, by Care takiy 


( as the Scripture faith ) add a cubit to bis Statm, 
in this little Model of a Mans Body but in the 
great Frame of Kingdoms and Commonwealths, \ 
1s in the power of Princes or Eſtates to add Am 
plitude and Greatneſs to their Kingdoms. Forly 
introducing (ach Ordinances, Conſtitutions and 
Cultoms, as we have now touched, they mif 
ſow Greatneſs to their Poſterity and Succefſhon 
But theſe things are commonly not obſerved, bu 
left to take their chance. 
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Of Regiment of Health, 


HERE is a Wiſdom in this beyond il 

K& Rules of Phyſick; A Mans own obſerva 
on what he finds good of, and what he fil 
hurt of, is the beſt Phyſick, to preſerve Heald 


But it is a ſafer concluſion to ſay, This agreeth# 


well with me, therefore I will not continue it, 
this, T find no offence of this, therefore I maj j 


it, For firength of Nature in Youth paſſe> 
| of 
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Of Regiment of Health. I17 


ever many Exceſles which are owing by a Man 
tillhis Age. Diſcern of the coming on of years, 
and think not to do the ſame things till; for 
Age will not be defied. Beware of ſudden 
change in any great point of Dietz and it ne- 
ccllty inforce it, fit the reſt toit : For it 1s a {e- 
cxet both in Nature and State, that it 1s ſafer to 
change many things than one, Examine thy 
Cuſtoms of Diet, Sleep, Exercile, Apparel, and 
the like : And try in any thing thou ſhalt judg 
hurtful, to diſcontinue it by little and little 3 but 
ſo, as if thou doſt find any inconvenience by the 
change, thou come back to it again :; Fort is 
hard to diſtinguiſh that which is generally held 
good and wholſome, from that which is good 
particularly, and fit for a mans awn Body. To be 
free minded, and cheerfully diſpoſed at hours of 
Meat, and of Sleep, and of Exerciſe, is one of 
the beſt precepts for long Life. As for the Paſ- 
ſions and Studies of the Mind 3 avoid Envy, an- 
xious Fears, Anger fretting inwards, ſubtile and 
knotty Inquiſitions, Joys, avd Exhilarations in 
Exceſs, Sadneſs not communicated 3 entertain 
Hopes, Mirth rather than Joy, variety of De- 
lights, rather than Surfeit of them, Wonder and 
Admiration, and therefore Novelties , Studies 
that fill the mind with ſplendid and illuſtrious 
Objects, as Hiſtories, Fables, and Coptempla- 
tions of Nature. If. you fly Phyſick in Health 
altogether, it will be too ftrange for your Body 
when you ſhall need it, If you make it too fa- 
miltar, 1 1t will work no tricity” effe& when 

I 3 - Sickneſs 
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113 SirFrancisBacon's Eſſays. 
Sickneſs cometh. I commend rather {ome Dirt 
for certain Seaſons, than frequent uſe of Phyſi, 
except it be grown into a cuſtom: For thok 
Diets alter the Body more, and trouble it le 
Deſpiſe no new accident in your Body, butas 


opinion of it. In Sickneſs reſpect Health pris 
cipally, and in Health, A&Gion : For thoſe thi 
put their Bodies to endure in Health, may in mii 
Sickneſſes, which are not very ſharp, be cur 
only with Diet and tending. Celſius could new 
have ſpoken it as a Phyſiczan, had he not beeni 
wiſe Man withal, when he giveth it for one 
the great Precepts of Health and Laſting, Thati 


'Man' do vary, and interchange contraries, bi 


with an inclination to the more benign extrean 


Uſe Faſting and full Eating, but rather full Ex 


vg Watching and Sleep, but rather Sleep 


Sitting and Exerciſe, but rather Exerciſe, an 
the like: So ſhall Nature be cheriſhed, andy 
taught Maſterics. Phyficians are ſome of them 
pleaſing,” and conformable to the humour of ti 
Patient, as they preſs not the true cure of theD: 
fcaſez and fome other are ſo regular, in proctt 
ding according, to Art for the Diſeaſe, as tit 
reſpect not {ufficiently the condition of the Patt 
ent. Take oneof a middle temper, or if it mi 
not be found in one Mat, combine two of eitht 
fort 3- and: forget not to call as well the beſts 
quainted with your Body, as the beſt reputcdd 
for his Faculty, ft i £07 T7 Hoa ont 
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Of Suſpicion. 


\USPICIONS amonglt thoughts are like 
\_J Bats amongſt Birds, they ever fly by twilight. 
Certainly they are to be repreſſed, or at leaft 
well guarded 3 for they cloud the Mind, they 


leefe Friends, and they check with Butinels, 


whereby Buſineſs cannot go on currant and con- 
ſtantly. They diſpoſe Kings to Tyranny, Huſ- 
bands to Jealouſie, Wiſe Men to Irrefolution and 
Melancholy. They are defects, not in the 
Heart, but in the Brain 3 for they take place in 
the ſtouteſt Natures : As in the example of Henry 
the Seventh of England, there was not a more 
Suſpicious Man, nor a more Stout : And in ſuch 
a compoſition they do {mall hurt. For common=- 
ly they are not admitted, but with examination 
whether they be likely or no; but in feartul Na- 


tures they gain ground too faſt, There is no- . 


thing makes a Man ſ#ſþe much, more than to 
know little 3 and therefore Men ſhould remedy 
Suſpicion, by procuring to know more, and not 
to keep their Sſpicions in {mother. What 
would Men have? Do they think thoſe: they 
imploy and deal with are Saints? Do they not 
think they will have their own ends, and be 
truer to themſelves than to them? therefore 
there 1s no better way to moderate Suſpicions, 
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than to account upon {ſuch Szſpicions as true 
and yet to bridle 'them as falſe. For fo far1 
Man ought to make uſe of Sſpicions, as to pro 
vide, as if that ſhould be truc that he ſuſpedh 
yet it may do him no hurt. 'S»ſpiczons that th 
mind of it (elf gathers are but Buzzes, but $4 
ſpicions- that are artificially 'nourtſhed,: and put 
into Mens heads by the tales and whiſperingd 
others, have Stings. Certainly the belt mean 
to clear the way in this ſame Wood of Suſpic- 
ons , 1s frankly to communicate them with th 
Party that he ſuſpe&s 3 for thereby he ſhallhe 
{ure to know more of the truth of them than tt 
did before; and withall, ſhall make that Pary 
more circumſpect, not to give further cauſe d 
Suſpicion. But this would not be done to Mend 
baſe Natures: For they, if they find themſclvs 
once fuſpecfed, will never be true. The Ttaha 
{ay, Sofpetts licentia fede, as if Suſpicion did givt 
a Paſport to Faith: But it ought rather to kindk 
it, to diſcharge it (elf. | 
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Of Diſcourſe. 


CHOME in their Diſcourſe deſire rather cony 
\) mendation of Wit, in being able to hold al 
Arguments, than of Judgment in diſcerning 
what is true: As if it. were a praiſe to kno# 
what might be ſaid, and not what ſhould bt 
CE oO en noo en 
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thought. Some have certain Common Places, 
and Themes, whercin they are good, and want- 
variety 3 which kind of Poverty is for the moſt 
part tedious, and when it is once perceived, ri- 
diculous. The honourableſt part of Talk, is to 
give the Occaſion, again, to moderate and paſs 
to ſomewhat elſe; for then a Man leads the 
Dance.. It is good in Diſcourſe and Specch of 
Converſation, to vary and intermingle Speech of 
the preſent occaſion with Arguments, Tales with 
Redibns, asking, of Queſtions with telling of 
Opinions, and Jeſt with Earneft: For it is a dull 
thing to Tixe, and as we ſay now, to Jade any 
thing too far. As for Jeſt, there be certain 
things gig ought to be priviledged from it 
vamely,Religion,Matters of State,Great Perſons, 
any Mans preſent Buſineſs of importance, and 
any Caſethat deſerveth pity. Yet there be ſome 
that think their Wits have been aſleep, except 
they dart out ſomewhat that is piquant, and to 


the quick: That isa vein which would bebridled, 


Parce, Pwer., ſiimulu, & fortius utere loris, 


And generally men ought to find the difference 
between Saltneſs and Bitterneſs, Certainly he 
that hath a Satyrical Vein, as he maketh others 
afraid of his Wit, ſo he had need be afraid of 
others Memory. He that queſtioneth much, ſhall 
learn much, and content much but eſpecially 
if he apply his Queſtions to the skill of the Pex- 
ſons whom he asketh: For he ſhall give them oc- 


caſion 
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122 Sir Francis Bacon's Efjays. 
caſion to pleaſe themſelves in ſpeaking, and hin 
ſelf ſhall continually gather knowledg. Buth 
his Queſtions not be troubleſome 3 for that is 
for a Poſer : And let him be ſure to leave oth: 
Men their turns toſpeak. Nay, if there be ay 
that wouldteign,and take up all the time, let hin 
find means to take them off, and to bring othe 
on, as Muſicians uſe to do with thoſe that dan 
too long Galliards, If you difſemble ſometin 


$ 


your knowledg of that you are thought to knoy, 


you ſhall be thought another time to know thy 


; you know not. Speech of a Mans ſelf ought toh 


{eldom,and well choſen. IT knew one was wor 
to ſay in ſcorn, He muſt needs be a Wiſe Man, 
ſpeaks ſo much of himſelf: And there is but on 
cale, whereina Man may commend himſelf wi 
good Grace, and that is,in commending Vert 
In another; eſpecially if it be ſuch a Vertue where 
unto himſelf pretendeth. Speech: of touchto 
wards others ſhould be ſparingly uſed : For Dj 
courſe ought to be as a Field, without comin; 
home to any Man. I knew two Noblemen of tit 
Welt part of England, whereot the one was! 


ven to Scoff, but kept ever Royal Cheer in bs 


Houſe : The other would ask of thoſe that hi 


been at the others Table, Tell truly, was thi 


never a Flout or dry Blow given ; To which lx 
Gueſt would anſwer, Such and ſuch a thing fp 
fed : The Lord would ſay, I thought he would mi 


@ good Dinner. Diſcretion of $ peech is more that 


Eloquence3 and to ſpeak agreeably to him wit 
whom we deal, is more than to ſpeak in 8 


| words, 
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Of Plantations. 123 
words, or in good order. A good continued 
Speech, without a good Speech of InterJocution, 
ſhews ſlowneſs; and a good Reply, or ſecond 
Speech without a good fetled Speech, ſheweth 
Shallowneſs and Weakneſs; as we ſce in Beaſts, 
that thoſe that are weakeſt in the Courle, are yct 
nimbleſt in the Turn as it isbetwixt the Grey- 
hound and the Hare. Toule too many Circum- 


Rances ere one come to the Matter. is wearilomez 
to uſe none at all, is blunt. 
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Of Plantations. 


LANTATIONS are amongſt Ancient, 
Primitive, and Heroical Works. When the 
World was young, it begat more Children bat 
now it 1s old, it begets fewer: for I may juttly 
_ account new Plantations to be the Children of 
former Kingdoms. TI like a Plantation in a pure 
Soy], that is, where People are not Diſplanted, 
to the end, to Plant others; for elſe it is rather 
an Extirpation, than a Plantation. Planting of 
Countries is like Ptanting of Woods; for you _ 
muſt make account to loſe almoſt Twenty years 
Profit, 'and expe& your Recompence in the end: 
For the principal thing that hath been the deftru- 
tion of moſt Plantations, hath been the-baſe and 
haſty drawing of profit in the firſt years. It is 
true, Speedy Proft is not to be neglected, as far 
7 Is 44 
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but n0 further. 
thing, to take the Scam of People, and wickel 
condemned Men, to be the People with whon 
you Plant ; And not only ſo, but it ſpoileth th 
Plantation 3 for they will ever live like Rogus 
and not fall to work, but be lazy, and do mil. 
chick, and ſpend Victuals, and be quickly weary; 
and then cextifie over to their Country to thedil. 
credit of the Plantation, Lhe People wherewith 
you Plant, ought to be Gardners, Plough-mey, 
Labourers, Smiths, Carpenters, Joyners, Fiſher 
men, Fowlers, with ſome few Apothecaries 
Surgeons, Cooks, and Bakers. In a Country 
of Plantation, fix{t look about what kind of Vi 
ctual the Country yields of it {clf to Hand); 
Cheſnuts, Walnuts, Pine-Apples, Olives, Dates 
Plumbs, Cherries, Wild-Honcy, and the like,and 
make ule of them. Then conſider what Vidu- 
al, or Eſculent things there are, which grow 
ſpeedily, and within the ycar as Parſnips, Car 
rets, Turnips, Onions, Raddiſh, Artichoaks d 
Feruſalem, Maiz , and the like. For Wheat 
Barly, and Oats, they ask too much labour : But 
with Peaſe and Beans you may begin, both becauſe 
they askleſs labour, and becauſe they ſerve for 
Meat as well as for Bread. And of Rice likewik 


cometh a great increaſe, and it is a kind of Meat 


Above all, there ought to be brought ſtore of 


_ Bisket, Oat-meal, Flour, Meal, and thelike, in 


the beginning, till Bread may be had. For 
Beaſts and Birds, take chiefly ſuch as are leal 
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{ubje& to Difeafes, and multiply faſteſt 3- as 
Swine, Goats, Cocks, Hens, Turkeys, Geeſe, 
Houſe-Doves, and the like. The Viciual in 
?lamations ought to be expended, almoſt as in 

' a beſieged Town 3 that is, with a certain Allow- 
ance 3 and let the main part of the Ground em- 
ployed to Gardens or Corn, be to a, common 
| Rock, and to be laid in, and ſtored up, and then 
delivered out in Proportion, befides ſome Spots 
of ground that any particular Perſon will ma- 
nure for his own private uſe. Confider like- 
wiſe what Commodities the Soyl, where the 
Plantation 1s, doth naturally yield, that they may 
{ome way help to defray the charge of the Plan- 
tation ; So it be not, as was (aid, to the untime- 
ly Prejudice of the main buiineſs; as it hath fa- 
red with Tobaccoin Virginia, Wood commonly 
aboundeth but too much, and therefore Timber 
1s fit to be one. If there be Iron Ore.and Streams 
whereupon to ſet the Mills, Iron is a brave com- 
modity where Wood aboundeth. Making of 
Bay Salt, if the Climate be proper for it, would 
be put in experience. Growing Silk likewiſe, if 
any be, isa likely commodity, Pitchand Tar, 
where ſtore of Firs and Pines are, will not fail. 
So Drugs, and Sweet Woods, where they are, 
cannot but yield great profit. Soap Aſhes like- 
wiſe, and other things that may be thought of. 
But moyl not too much under Ground ; for the 
hope of Mines is very uncertain, and uſeth to 
make the Planters lazy in other things. For Go- 
vernment, let it be in the hands-of one aſſiſted 
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with ſome: Counſel 3 and let them have Con- 
miſſion to exerciſe Martial Laws with ſomelimi. 
tation. And above all, Let Men make that Py 
fit of being in the Wilderneſs, as they have Gol 
always, and his ſervice before their eyes. It 


not the Government of the Plantation depenl 


upon too. many Counſellors and Undertakersin 
the Country that Planteth, but upon a tempente 
number 3 and let thoſe be rather Noblemen ant 
Gentlemen, than Merchants; for they look exc 
to the preſent Gain. Let there be Freedomsfir 
Cuſtom, till the Plantation be of Strength and 
not only Freedom from Cuſtom, but Freedon 
to carry their Commodities, where they my 
make their beſt of them, except there be ſom: 
ſpecial cauſe of Caution, Cram not in Peoph, 


by ſending too faſt, Company after Company, 


but rather hearken how they waſte, and ſend 


Supplics proportionably ; but ſo, as the nutnba - 


may live well in the Plantation, and not by {ut 
charge be in penury. It hath beery a great 
dangering to the health of ſome Plantations, thit 
they have built along the Sea and Rivers in ma 
riſh and unwholeſome Grounds. Therefore, 
though:you begin there to avoid carriage, and 
other like diſcommodities, yet build till rathei 
upwardsfrom the Streams, than along, It co 
cerneth likewiſe the health of the Plantation, thit 
they have good ſtore of Salt with them, that the) 
may ule it in their Vituals; when it ſhall bene 
ceflary. . If you Plant where Savages are, dond! 
only entertain them with: trifles and gingles, F 
| vis 
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uſe them juſtly and graciouſly, with ſufficient 
guard nevertheleſs; and do not win their favour 
by helping them to invade their Enemies, but 
for their defence it is not amiſs. And fend oft 
of them over to the Country that Plant, that they 
may ſce a better condition than their own, and 
commend it when they return. When the 
Plantation grows to ſtrength, then 1t is time 
to Plant with Women as well as with Men, 
that the Plantation may ſpread into Genera- 
tions , and not be ever pieced from without. 
It is the fintulleſt thing in the World to for- 
fake or deſtitute a Plantation once in For- 
 wardneſs; for beſides the diſhonour , it is guil- 
tineſs of Blood of many commailerable Perſ- 
ONS. 
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AAXIV, 
Of Riches. 


| Cannot call Riches better than the baggage 
of Vertue, The Roman word is better, Im- 
pedimenta 3, for as the Baggage is to an Army, ſo 
is Riches to Vertue. It cannot be ſpared, nor 
left behind, but it hindreth the March : Yea. 
and the care of it ſometimes loſeth or diſturbeth 
the Victory, Of great Riches there. is no real 
uſe, except it be in the Diſtribution, the reſt is 
but conceit : So faith Solomon, Where much is, 
there are many to conſume it ; and what hath the 

mY owners 
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owner, but the ſight of i with his eyes ? Thee. 
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ſonal Fruition 1n any Man cannot reach to fel 
great Riches : There is a Cuſtody of them, or; 
power of Dole and. Donative of them, or! 
Fame of. them, but no folid uſe to, the-owne, 
Do you not ſee what feigned Prices are ſet upn 
little Stones and Rarities ? And what works ( 
Oltentation are undertaken, becauſe there migii 
ſeem to be ſome uſe of-great Riches? But tha 
you will ſay, they may be of uſe to buy Men ot 
of dangers or troubles :- as Solomon ſaith, Rich 
are as a ſtrong -Hold in the Imagination of the Ri 
Man, But this is excellently expreſſed, Thati 
is in Imagination, and not always'in Fad : Fa 
certainly great Riches have ſold more Men thu 
they have bought out. Seck' not proud Rich 
but ſuch as thou mayeſt get juſtly, uſe ſoberh, 
diſtribute cheerfully, and leave contentedly : Ve 
have no Abſtra& nor Frierly contempt of then 
but diſtinguiſh, as Czcero ſaith well of Rabris 
Pojthumus , In ſtudio rei amplificande apparebs 
non Avaritie predam, ſed inftrumentum Bonita 
qu2ri, Hearken alſo to Solomon, and bewared 
haſty gathering'of Riches :- Qui feſtinat ad Dite 
tias, non erit infons, The Poets feign, that wha 
Plitus ( which is Riches )) is (ent from Jupitt 


ne limps and o6es flowly 3 but when he is ſent 


from'Plato, he runs, and is ſwift of foot 3 mear 
ing, that Riches gotten by good means, and ju 
labour, pace ſlowly : But when they comedf 
the death'of others, ( as by thecourſe of Init 
ritance, Teftaments, and' the: like ) they come 


tumbling 
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Of Riches. "209 
tumbling upon a Man. - But it might be appli- 
ed likewiſe to Plzto, taking him for the Devil; 
for when Riches come from the Devil ( as by 
Fraud, and Opprefſion, and unjuſt means ) they 
come upon Speed. The Ways to inrich axe many, 
and moſt of them foul; Parſtmony is one of the 
beſt, and yet 1s not innocent; for it withholdeth 
Men from Works of Liberality and Charity. The 
Improvement of the Ground 1s the moſt natural ob- 
taining of Riches for it is our Great Mothers 
Bleſfing, the Earths, but it is flow; and yet 
where the Men of great wealth do ſtoop to Huf- | 
bandry, it multiplieth Rzches exceedingly. 1 
knew a Nobleman of England, that had' the grea- 
teſt Audits of any Man'in my time: A great 
Graſier, a great Sheep-Maſter, a great Timber- 
Man, a great Collier, a great Corn- Maſter, a 
great Lead-Man, and ſo of Iron, and a number 
of the like points of Husbandry 3 fo as the Earth 
{cemed a Sea to him in reſpec of the perpetual 
Importation: It was truly obſerved by One, 
that himſelf came very hardly to a little Riches, 
and very eafily to great Rzehesz for when a Mans 
liock 1s come to that, that he -can expc&& the 
Prime of Markets, and overcome thoſe bargains, 
which for their greatneſs are few Mens Money, 
and be partner in the Induſtries of Younger 
Men, he cannot but increaſe mainly. The Gains 
of ordinary Trades and Vocations are honeſt; and 
turthered by two things, chiefly, by Diligence; 
andby a good Namie, for good'and fair dealing, 
But the Gains of Bargains are of a more doubtful. 

IL Nature, 
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130 Sir Francis Bacon s Eſſays. 
Nature, when. Men {hall wait upon others N 
ceſlity, broke by Servants and Jnftruments 
draw them on, put .offt Others -cunnwgly th 
would-be better Chapmen, and theilike pravtic 
which are crafty and naught. As for the Gy 
ping of Bargains, "when a Man buys, not to hk 
but to ſell over again, that commonly grindt 
double, both upon:the Seller and upon the Bj 
er. Sharings do greatly inrich, 1t the Hands 
well choſen that are truſted. UVſury is the 
taineſt means of Gain, though one of the wall 
as that whereby a Man doth eat his Bread, 
dore vultus alien; And beſides, doth ploy 
upon Sundays, But yet» certain though iti 
it hath Flaws 3 for that the Scriveners and By 
kers do value unſound Men to ferve their on 
turn, The Fortwne, in being the firſt in ank 
vention, -or in a Priviledg, doth cauſe ſometims 
wonderful Overgrowth in Riches, as it waswll 
the firſt Sugar-Man in the Canaries : therefor! 
a Man can play the true Logician, to have as wt 
Judgment asInvention,he may do great Matter 
e{pecially if theTimes be fit. He that reſtethups 


— 


Gains Certain, {hall hardly grow to great Rid! 


and he that puts all upon Adventures, doth ofte) 


times break, and come to Poverty : It is'g0- 


therefore to guard Adventures with Certainties tl 
may uphold loſſes. Monopolies and Coemtionl 
Wares for Reſale, where they are not reſtraint 
are great means to enrich, efpecially if the Vail 
have intelligence what things are like to cok 


IAto requeſt, and to ſtore himſelf before-hand 
- Richs 
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Riches gotten by Service, though it be of the beſt 
Riſe, yet when they are gotten by Flattery, 
feeding Humours; andother ſervile Conditions, 
they may be placed amongſt the Worſt. As for 
hihing for Teſtaments and Executorſhips, ( as Ta- 
citus {aith of $ eneca, Teſtamenta &- Orbos tanquan 
Tndagine capi ) it is yet worſe, By how much 
Men ſubinit themſelves to meaner petſons, than. 
in Service. Believe not. much them that ſeem'to 
deſpiſe Riches, for they deſpiſe them that de- 
{pair of them, and none worſe when they come 
to them, BenotPenny-wiſez Riches have Wings, 
and ſometimes they fly away of themſelves z 
ſometimes they muſt be ſet flying to bring in 
more. Men leave their Riches either to their kin- 
red, or to the Publickz and moderate Portions 
proſper beſt in both. A great State left to an 
cir, is asa Lure to all the Birds of prey, round 
about toſeize on him, if he be not the better efta- 
bliſhed in Years and Judgment. Likewiſe glo- 
rious Gifts and Foundations ate like Br brk 
without Salt, and but the Painted Sepulchres 9 
Alms, which ſood will putrifie and corrupt in- 
wardly : Therefore meaſure not thine advance- 
ments by quantity, but fraine them by meaſure 3 
anddefer not Charities till death : For certainly 
if a man weigh it rightly, he that doth ſo is rather 
liberal of another Mans, than of his own. * 
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RRXV.. 
Of Prophecies. 


T MEAN not to ſpeak of Divine Prophecits 
nor of Heathen Oracles, nor of Natural Pr. 
ditions, but only of Prophecies that have be 
of certain Memory, and from hidden Caulſs 
_ Saith the Pythoniſſa to Saul, To morrow thou al 
thy Son ſhall be with me. Homer hath theſe Veils, 


- —— 


At domus Ainee cunts dominabitur oris 
Et natinatorum, & qui naſcentur ab ills, 


A Prophecy, as it ſeerns, of the Roman Empit. | 
Seneca, the Tragedian, hath theſe Verles, 


Ventent Annis 
Secula ſeris, quibus Oceanus 
Vincula rerum laxet, & ingens 
Pateat Tellus, Tipbyſque novos 
Detegat orbes ;, nec fit terris 
Ultima Thule : 


_.. A Prophecy of the Diſcovery of America, 1V 
_ Daughter of Polycrates dreamed, that Fupiterbt 
thed her Father, and Apollo anointed him 3 An 
it came to paſs that he was Crucificd in an opt 
Place, where the Sun made his Body run ib 
Sweat, and the Rain waſhed it. Philip of a 


Of Prophecies. - 1428 
don dreamed he ſealed up his Wives Belly ; 
whereby he did expound it Wt his Wite ſhould 
be barren: But Ariſftander the Sooth-ſayer told 
him his Wife was with Child, becauſe Men do 
not uſe to fecal Veſſels that are empty. A Phan- 
taſm that appeared to M. Brutus in his Tent, faid 
to him, Philippi iteram me videbis. Tiberius ſaid 
to Galba, Tu quoque, Galba, deguſtabis Imperium. 
In Vepaſian's time, there went a Prophecy in the 
Eaſt, that thoſe that ſhould come forth of Judea 
ſhould Reign over the World : Which thoughit 
may be, was meant of our Saviour, yet Tacitus 
nn it of Veſpaſian. © Domitian dreamed the 
night before he was flain, that a Golden Head 
was growing out of the Nape of his Neck: 
And indeed the Succeſhon that lowed him for 
many years made Golden Times. Henry the 
ſixth, of England, ſaid of Henry the Teronch 
when he was a Lad and gave him Water, This 
is the Lad that ſhall enjoy the Crown for which we 
ſtrive. WhenlI was 1n France, I heard from one 
DoCtor Pena, that the Queen Mother, who was 
given to curious Arts, cauſed the King her Huſ- 
bands Nativity to be Calculated under a falſe 
Name : And the Aſtrologer gave a Judgment, 
that he ſhould be killed ina Duel; at which the 
Queen laughed, thinking her Husband to be a- 
bove Challenges and Duels:Buthe was ſlain upon 
a Courſe at Tilt,the Splinters of the Staff of Mox- 
gomery going in at his Bever. The trivial Prophe- 
&y that I heard when I was a Child, and Queen 


Elizabeth was in the Flower of her r Years was 
K 3 When 
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When Hempe i zs ſpun, 
England' S done. 


A” a hand A.” mw 


Whereby it was ; generally conceived, that { 
ter the Princes had Reigned, which had thephy 
cipal Letters of that Word Hempe, ( which wa 
Henry, Edward, Mary, Philip, and Elizabeh, 
England ſhould come to utter Confuſion whi 
thanks be to God is verihied in the Change oft 
Name 3 for that the Kings Style is no mores 
England, but of Britain. There was allo anoth 
Prophecy, before the Year of 88. which 1 don x 
well underſtand : | | _ 
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There ſoall be ſeen upon a day, - 
Between the Baugh and the May, | 
The Black Fleet of Norway. 

When that is come and gone, 

England bild Houſes of Lime and $ tojte, 

For fe Wars ſhall you have none. 


It was generally conceived to be meant of th 
Spaniſh Fleet that came in $8, For that 
King of Spains Surname, as they ſay, 1 Is Norms 
The! Prediction of Regiomontanus, 


Octogeſſiraus otavis mirabilis ts 


Was thought likewiſe accompliſhed, in the ſ 
$10s of that oreat Fleet, being the oreatel | 
is gt, though not in Number, that ever (ina 
PAS þ | V pot 
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upon the Sea. As-for Cleon's Dream, I think it 
was Jeſt: It 'was, That he was devoured of a 
long Dragon 3 and it was expounded of a Maker 
of Sauſages that troubled him exceedingly. 
There are numbers of thelike kind, eſpecially if 
you include Dreams and Predicrons of Aſtrology. 
' But I have ſet down theſe few only of certain 
credit for example. My judgment is, that they 
ought all to be deſpiſed, and ought to ſerve but 
for Winter-talk'by the Fire-fide: Though, when 
I ſay. Deſpiſed, I mean-it as tor Belictz for other- 
wiſe, the ſpreading or publiſhing of them is in; 
* no ſort tobe Deſpiſedz tor they have done much 
.. miſchief. And | fee many ſevere Laws made to 

ſuppreſs them. -That that hath-given them grace, 
and ſomecredit,conlifteth in three things: Firſt, 
That Men-mark when. they hit, and never mark - 
when they miſs 3 as they do generally alſo of 
Dreams, Theſecond is, That probable Conje- 
tures, or obſcure Traditions, many times turn 
themſelves into Prophefies, while the Nature of 
Man, which coveteth Divination; thinks itno pe-: 
ril to foretel that which indeed:they do but col- 
lect: As that of Seneca's Verſe: For ſo much 
was then ſubje& to Demonſtration , that the: 
Globe of: the Earth had great Parts beyond the 
Atlantick;, which might be probably conceived 
not to be all Sea: And adding thereto, the Tra- 
dition- in Plato's Timeus, and his Atlanticus, it 
might encourage: one- to- turn. it to a Predidtion. 
The third and Laſii' ( which is the-Great one ) 
15, That almoſt all of them, being infinite in 
ES K 4 nums» 
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number, have been Impoſtures, and by idleand 


crafty Brains meerly-contrived and feigned att 
the Event paſt. | 
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XXXVI. 
Of Ambition. 


MBITTION is like Choler, which is # 

"A Humour that maketh Men Active, Er 
neſt, full of Alacrity,. and Stirring, if it bend 
ſtopped : But if it be ſtopped, and cannot har 
his way, it becometh Adult, and thereby Malig 
and Venomous. So Ambitions Men, if they fi 
the way open for their Riſing, and till get fo: 
ward, they are rather Buſie than Dangerow; 
but if they be checkt in their deſires, they become 
ſecretly diſcontent , and Jook upon Men ant 
Matters with an Evil Eye, and are belt pleaſe 
when things go backward, which is the woll 
property in a Servant' of a Prince or Stat 
Therefore it is good for Princes, if they ule 4t- 
bitious Men, to handle it ſo, as they be (till Po 
greſſive, and not Retrograde 3 which , becaul 
it cannot be without inconvenience, it is goot 
not to uſe ſuch Natures at all. For if theyii 
not with their Service, they will take order t! 
make their Service fall with them. . But fince 


have ſaid, it were good not to uſe Men of 4m 
tzous Natures, except it be upon: neceſſity, 1tb 


fit we ſpeak in what caſes they.are of neceſ 


try 
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AMD  -. 199 
Good Commanders in the Wars muſt be taken, 
be they never ſo Ambitiors z for the uſe of their - 
Service diſpenſeth with the reft; and to take a 
Soldier without Ambition, 1s to pull oft his Spurs. 
There is alſo great uſe of Ambitious Men, in be- 
ing Skreens to Princes in matters of Danger and 
Envy 3 for no Man will take that part, except 
hebelikea ſeeld Dove, that mountsand mounts, 
becauſe he cannot ſee about him. There is uſe 
2}ſo of Ambitions Men , in! pulling down the 
orcatnels of any Subje that over-tops 3 as Ti- 
berius uſed Macro in pulling down of Seanus. 
Since therefore they muſt be uſed in ſuch caſes, 
there reſteth to ſpeak how they are to be bridled; 
that they may be leſs Dangerous. There is leſs 
Danger of them, it they be of mean Birth, than 
if they be Noble; and if they be rather harſh of 
Nature, than Gracious and Popular; and if they 
be rather new raiſed, than grown cunning, and 
fortified in their Greatneſs. It is counted by 
{ome a weakneſs in Princes to have Favourites 3 
but it 1s of all others the beſt remedy againſt Am- 
bitious Great Ones. For when the way of plea- 
{uring and diſpleaſuring lieth by the Faveurite, it 
1s impoſſible any other ſhould be Over-great, An- 
other means to curb them, is to ballance them 
by others as proud as they. But then there muſ 
be ſome middle Counſellors to keep things ſtea- 
dy; for without that Ballaſt the Ship will roul 
too much. At the leaſt, a Prince may anirmatg 
and inure ſome meaner Perſons, to be as it were 
Scourges to Ambitions Men, As for the having 
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133 SirFrancisBacon's Eſjays. 
of them obnoxious to ruine, if they beof fex. 
fal Natures, it may do well 3 but if they be Stout 
and Daring, it may precipitate their Deſigns,and 
prove Dangerous. As for the pulling of then 
down, if the Aﬀairs require it, and that it-my 
not be done with ſafety ſaddenly, the only wy 
15, the interchange continually of Favours and 
Difgracesz whereby they may not know whatts 
expect, and beas it were in a Wood, Of 4 
bitions, \t is leſs harmful the Ambition to previ 
in great things, than that other to appear inere 
ry thing 3 for that breeds confuſion, and mar 
buſineſs. But yet it is leſs Danger, to haven 
Ambitions Man ſtirring in buſineſs, than greati 
dependences. He that ſeeketh to be eminent 
amongſt able Men, hatha great task; but thats 
ever good for. the Publick ; but he that plotst 
be the only Figure amongſt Cyphers, is thedeay 
otan whole Age. Honour hath three things init 
The Vantage Ground to do good, the approad 
to Kings and Principal Perſons, and the rail 
of a Mans own Fortunes. He that hath the bil 
of theſe Intentions when he aſpireth, is an hone 
Man; and that Prince that can diſcern of til 
Intentions -in another that aſpireth, .is a wil 
Prince. Generally, let Princes and States chul 
ſuch Miniſters as are more ſenſible of Duty, that 
of Rifing; and ſuch as love Buſineſs rather up 
Conſcience, than upon Bravery and let the 
diſcern a buſie Nature from a willing Mind.” ' 


KXXVIL 
_ Off Maſks and Triumphs. 


PF HESE things are but Toys, to come a= 
T mongſt ſuch ſerious Obſervations. . But 
yet, ſince Princes will haveſuch things, it is bet- 


ter they ſhould be graced with Elegancy, than + 


daubed with Coſt. Dancing to Song, is a thing 
of great State and Pleaſure. I underſtand it, 
that the Song be in Choir, placed aloft, and ac- 
companied with ſome broken Muſick, and the 
Ditty fitted to the Device, A&Ging in Song, eſpe- 
ſpecially in Dialogues, hath an extream good 
Grace : I ſay AGing, not Dancing, ( for that is 
a mean and vulgar thing ) and the Voices of the 
Dialogue would be ſixong and manly, ( a Baſe, 
and a Tenor, no Treble, ) and the Ditty High 
and Tragical, not Nice or Dainty. Several 
Choirs placed one over againſt another, and ta- 
king the Voice by Catches, Anthem-wile, give 
great Pleaſure. Turning Dances into Figure is a 

childiſh curioſity 3 and generally let it be noted, 

that thoſe things which I here ſet down, are ſuch 

as do naturally take the Senſe, and not reſpect 

petty Wonderments. It is true, the Alterations 

of Scenes, {o it be quietly, and without noiſe, 

are things of great Beauty and Pleaſure; for they 

feed and relicvethe Eye, before it be full of the 

lame Object, Let the Scenesabound with Light, 

te Pires Fer: eh nm. 
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140 SirFrancis Bacon's Eſſays. 
ſpecially Coloured and Varied ; and Iet the My 
kers, or any other that are to come down fron 


' the Scene, have ſome motions upon the Scerei 


(elf, before their coming down 3 for it drawstk 
Eye firangely, and makes it with great Pleaſur 
co dehire to ſee that it cannot perfectly diſcen 
Let the Songs be Loud and Chearful, andny 


Chirpings or Pulings. Let the Muſick likewiſel 


Sharp and Loud, and well placed. The Colan 


that ſhew beſt by Candle-light, are White, Ca 


nation, and a kind of Sea-water Green ; ani 


Oes or Spangs, as they are of no great Colt, 


they are of moſt Glory. As for Rich Embroide 


it is loſt, and not diſcerned. Let the Swird | 
Makers be graceful, and ſuch as becomethePe... 


fon when the Vizars are off, not after exampk 
of known Attiresz Turks, Soldiers, Mariner, 
and the like, Let Anti-mascks not be long, the 
have been commonly of Fools, Satyrs, Baboons 
Wild-men, Antiques, Beaſts, Spirits, Witches, F 
thiops, Pigmies, Turquets, Nymphs, Ruſtic 
Cupids, Statua's moving, and the like. Asfa 
Angels, it is not Comical enough to put themin 
Anti-masks , and any thing that is hideous, 4 
Devils, Gyants, is on the other ſide as unft 
But chiefly, let the Mwfick, of them be Recreativs 
and with ſome firange Changes. Some ſw! 
Oaours \uddenly coming forth, without an 
drops falling, are in ſuch a Company, as ther 
is Steam and Heat, things of great pleaſure and 
retrelhment. Double Masks, one of Men, and; 
ther of Ladies, addeth State and: Variety. = 

we = q 


ET HET oeTTxoeo noer ny” ww ts ww 


TETITL TR RS BUD TETYLTLEG TOLREBIISER TUHWVICED 


Of Nature in Men. 14t 
all isnothing, except the Room be kept clear and 
neat. E 

For Fuſts, and Trrneys, and Barriers, the Glo- 
ries of them are chiefly in the Chariots, wherein - 
the Challengers make their Entry, ſpecially if 
they be drawn with ſtrange Beaſts,as Lions,Bears, 
Camels, and the like 3 or in the Devices of their 
Entrance, or in the Bravery of their Liveries, or 


in the goodJy Furniture of their Horſes and Ar- 
mor. But cnough of thele toys. £: 


o=y 


 RARAJNVIE 
Of Nature in Me. 


\ TATURE is often Hidden, ſometimes O- 
'Y vercome, ſeldom Extinguiſhed. Force 
maketh Natvre more violent in the Return ; Do- 
Crine and Diſcourle maketh Natwre leſs impor- 
tune: But Cuſtom only doth alter and ſubdue 
Nature. He that ſceketh Victory over his Na- 
ture, let him not {et himſelt too great, nor too _ 
{mall Tasks, for the firſt will make him Deje&ed, - 
by often Failings 3 and the ſecond will make 

hima ſmall Proceeder, though by often Prevail- 
ings. And at the firſt, let him practiſe with 
Helps, as Swimmers do with Bladdersor Ruſhes; 
but after a time let him pradtiſe with diſadvan- 
tages, as Dancers do with thick Shooes: For it 
breeds great Perfe&ion, if the practice be har-. 
der than the Uſe, Where Nature is mighty, 


and 


142 Sir Francis Bacon's Eſſays. 
and therefore the ViEtory hard, the Degreeshul 


like to him that would ſay over the Four and 
Twenty Letters when he was Angry, than tog 
leſs in quantity : As if one ſhould in forbearing 
Wine, come from drinking Healths to a Draught 
at a Meal, and laſtly to diſcontinue altogether 
But if a Man have the Fortitude and Refoluticr 
to enfranchiſe hitnſelF at once, that is thebeſt; 


Optimus ille animi vindex, ledentia pedub 
Vincula qui rupit, dedolnitque ſemel. 


Neither is the Ancient Rule amiſs to ben 
Nature as a wand to a contrary Extream, where 


— 
— 
» * 
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contrary Extream 1s no Vice. - Let not a Man 
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tinuance, but with ſome Intermiſſon for bot 
the Pauſe re-inforceth the new Onſet : Andifi 
Man that is not perfe& be ever in practice, It 
ſhall as well practiſe his Errors, as his Abilitis 
and. induce one Habit of both; and there isn0 
imeans to help this, but by ſeaſonable Intermilſ 
on. But let not a Man truſt his ViRtory overki 
Natare too far; for Nature will lie burieda gret 
time, and yet revive upon the Occaſion of Ten 
ptation, Like as it was with Z/op's Dail 
turned from a Cat to a Woman; who fate ve) 
demurely at the Boards end; till a Moufe run be- 
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that 


need be, Firſt, to [tay and arrelt Nature in tithe, 


by to ſet it right, underſtanding it where th 


. forcea Habit upon himſelf with a perpetual Cor 


fore her. Therefore let a' Man either avoid lf . 
Occaſion altogether, or put himfclf often toih 
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Of Crftom and Education. 143 
that he may be little moved with it, A Mans 
Nature is beſt perceived in privateneſs, for there 
is no Aﬀectation in Paſſion, for that putteth a 
Man out of his Precepts andin a new Caſe of 
Experiment,for there Cuſtom leaveth him. They 
are happy Men whoſe Natures fort with their 
Vocations, otherwiſe they may ſay, Mrltim In- 
cola fuit Anima mea 3 when they converſe in thoſe 
they do not affe&t. In Studies whatſoever a Man 
commandeth upon himſelf, let him ſet hours for 
it ; but whatſoever is agreeable to his Natrre, 
let him take no care for any ſet Times, for his 
thoughts will fly to it of themſelves; fo as tht 
{paces of other buſineſs or Studies will ſuffice. A 
Mans Nature runs either to Herbs or Weeds; 


therefore let him ſeaſonably water the one, and 
deſtroy the other. 


_— 


X XXIX. 
Of Cuſtom and Education. 
ME NS Thoughts are much according to 


their Inclination, their Diſcourſe and 
Speeches according, to their Learning and infu- 
ſed Opinions 3 but their Deeds are after as they 
have been accuſtomed : And therefore as Machiza= 
vet well noteth, ( though in an ill-favoured In- 
ltance ) there is no truſting to the force of Na- 
ture nor to the bravery of Words, except it be 
corroborate by Cxſtom, His inftance is, that for 
| the 
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144 SirFrancis Bacon s Eſſays. 

RN theatchieving of a deſperate Conſpiracy, a Mir 

HARM ſhould not reſt upon the fiercenels of any Maj 

Ws TRA tt Nature, or his reſolute undertakings 3 but tak 

MAR Noa, {uch an one as hath had his hands formerly 

Mig pil Blood. But Machiavel knew not of a FrierCk' |, 
| lj | | 

| 


ment, not a Ravilliac, nor a Faureguy, nor a Bil 
tazer Gerrard; yet this Rule holdeth till, thi 
es, Nature, nor the Engagement of Words are ng 
FLEA EINR {o forcible as Crſtoms, Only Superſtition isnor 
Fo OR rgng {ſo well advanced, that Men of the firſt blood x - 
% LEICA as firm as Butchers by Occupation, and Votan 
Reſolution is made Equipollent to Cuſtom, ew 
in matterot blood, Inother things the pred 
minancy of Czſtom is every where viſible, inf 
much as a Man would wonder to hear Men Pr. 
feſs, Proteſt, Engage, give great Words, ai 
then do jult as they have done before, as if thy 
were dead Images, and Engines moved onlyh 
the wheels of Cuſtom. We ſee alſo the Reignd 
Tyranny of Cuſtom, what it is. The India 
(I mean the Sect of their Wiſe Men ) lay then 
ſelves quietly upon a ſtack. of Wood, and ſo$ 
crifice themſelves by fire. Nay. the Wives fri 
to be burned with the Corps of their Husbands 
the Lads of Sparta of ancient time, were wor 
to be {ſcourged upon the Altar of Djana withoi 
{o much as Squeeking, I remember in the begin | 
ning of Queen Elizabeths time, of England, i 
Triſh Rebel condemned, put up a Petition totit 
Deputy that he might be hanged in a Wyth; an 
not in an Halter, becauſe it had -been ſouſedwit 
tormer Rebels. ' There be Monks in kg 
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Of Cuſtom and Education. 14% 
Pennance, that will fit a whole night in a Veſlcl 
of| Water, till they be ingaged with hard Ice. 


Many examples may be put down of the Force 


of Cuſtom, both upon mind and body. Lhere- 
fore ſince Cuſtom is the Principal Magiſtrate of 
Mans life, let Men by all means endeavour to ob- 
tain good Ciſtom3. Certainly Cuſtom is moſt per- 
{e& when it beginneth ih young, years: This we 
call Education, which 1s in effect but an early Cu- 
ſtlom. So we ce in Languages, the Tongue is 
more pliant to all Expreſhons and Sounds, the 
Joynts ate more ſupple to all Feats of Activity 
and motions in Youth than afterwards. For 1t 
is trae, the late Learners cannot fo well take the 
ply, except it be in ſome minds that have not ſut- 
tered themſelves to fix, but have kept themſelves 


_ open and prepared to receive continual. amend- 


ment, which 1s exceeding rare. But if the Force 
of Cſtom, Simple and Separate, be great, the 
Force of Cuſtom Copulate, and Conjoyned, and 
Collegiate, 1s far greater. For there Example 
teacheth,Company comforteth,Emulation quick- 
neth, Glory raiſeth : So as in ſuch Places. the 
Force of Crftom is in his Exaltation. Certainly 
the great multiplication of Vercues upon human. 


| Nature, reſieth upon Societies well Ordained and 


Diſciplined : for Gommonwealths and good 
Governments do nouriſh Vertue Grown, but do. 
not much mend the Seeds. But the miſery is, 


that the moſt effeQual Means afe now applicd to 
the Ends leaſt to be deſired. : 


F of 


RL 
Of Foriune. 


FT cannot be denied, but outward acciden 
_ conduce much to Fortune: Favour, Oppy 


tunity, Death of others, Occaſion hitting Ver 


But chiefly the mould of a Mans Fortune is inti 
own hands. Faber quiſque Fortune ſue, (aithit 
Poet. And the moſt frequent of ExternalCa 
{es is, that the Folly of one Man is the Forts 
of another. For no Man proſpers ſo ſudden], 


as by others Errors. Serpens nifi Serpentemen | 


derit non fit Draco. Overt and Apparent Vi 
tues bring forth Praiſe; but there be Secretar 
Hidden Vertues that bring forth Fortune. Ci 
tain Deliveries of a Mans felf, which haven 
Name. The Spaniſh Name, Deſemboltura, pit 
ly exprefſeth them, when there be not Sta 
nor Reſtivenel(s in a Mans Nature, but thatt 
Wheels of his Mind keep way with the Whe 


of his Fortune. For ſo Livy ( after he haddt 


{cribed Cato Major, in theſe words, Tn il 
tantum Robur Corporis & Animi fuit, ut quocunſ 
loco natus eſſet, Fortunam ſibi faCturus videretm 
talleth upon that thathe had, Verſatile Ingenii 
Therefore if a Man look ſharply and attentive) 
he ſhall ſee Fortune : For though ſhe be blind, 
ſhe is not inviſible, The Way of Fortyneis 
the Milkie Way in the Skie, which is a Mecti 

(l 
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Of Fortune. I47 
or Knot of a number of ſmall Stars 3 not ſeen a- 
ſunder, but giving Light together : So are there 
a number of little, and ſcarce diſcerned Vertues, 
or rather Faculties and Cuſtoms that make men 
Fortunate. The Ttalians note ſome of them, fuch 
as a Man would little think : When they {peak 
of one that cannot do amiſs, they will throw in 
into his other Conditions that he hath, Poco dz 
Matto. And certainly, there be not two more 
Fortunate Properties, than to have a izle of the 
Fool, and not too much of the Honeſt, Therefore 
extream Lovers of their Country, or Maſters, 
were never Fortunate, neither can they be. For 
when a Man placeth his thoughts without him- 
{clt, he goeth not his own way. An haſty For- 
tune maketh an Enterpriſer and Remover ( the 
French hath it better, Enterprenant, or Remuant ) 
but the exerciſed Fortune maketh the able Man. 
Fortune 1s to be Honoured and Reſpected, if it 
be but for her Daughters, Confidence and Reputa- 
tion: For thoſe two Felicity breedeth; the firſt, 
within a Mans ſelf, the later in others towards 
him. All Wiſe men to decline the Envy of their 
own Vertues, uſe to aſcribe them to Providence 
and Fortune; for ſo they may the better aſſume 
them: And beſides, i®is Greatneſs in a Man to 
be the Care of the Higher Powers. So Ceſar ſaid 
to the Pilot in the Tempeſt, Ceſarem purtas, & 
Fortunam ejus. $o Sylla choſe the Name of Fe- 
lix, and not of Magnus. And it hath been no- 
ted, that thoſe that aſcribe openly too much to 


their own Wiſdomand Policy, end Unfortunate. 


LE it 
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It is written, That Timotheus the Athenian, after 
he had, in the Account he gave to the Stated 
bis Government, often interlaced his Spec, 
And in this Fortune had no part, never proſper 
in any thing he undertook afterwards, Certais 
ly there be, whoſe Fortunes are like Homers Vn 
fes, that have a Slide and Eaſineſs more thy 
the Verſes of other Poets, as Plutarch faith off 
moleons Fortune, in reſfpe& of that of Apeſilaw, 
Epaminondas : And that this ſhould be, nodow 


it is much in a Mans (elf. 


tn, th et 


RX LE. 
Of Uſury. 


\ FANY have made witty Invedtive! 
/ | gainſt Vſury, They ſay, That itisp! 


the Devil ſhould have. Gods part, which is 


Tithe. That the Vſarer is the greateſt Sabbub 
breaker, becauſe his Plough gocth every Sui 


That the Vſurer is the Drone that Virgil (pak 
eth of : 


Ignavum fucos pecis #®preſepibus arcent. 


That the Uſurer breaketh the firſt Law that # 
made for Mankind after the Fall ; which 
In ſudore vultus thi comedes panem tuum, not, 
ſudore vultus alieni, That Uſurers ſhould ni 
Orenge-tawny Bonnets, becauſe they do 7 
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Of Ofary. 149 


That it is againſt Nature, for Money to beget 
Money, and the like, 1 ſay this only, That Vſu- 
ry is a Conceſſum propter duritiem cordis : For {ince 
there muft be Borrowing and Lending, and Men 
are ſo hard of Heart, as they will not lend freely, - 
Uſury muſt be permitted. Some others have 
made Suſpicious and Cunning Propoſitions of 
Banks, diſcovery of Mens Eſtates, and other In- 
ventions, but few have ſpoken of Vſary uſeful- 
ly. It is good to ſet before us the Incommodities 
and Commodities of Uſury, that the good may be 
either Weighed out, or Culled out 3 and warily 
to provide, that while we make forth to that 
which is better, we meet not with that which is 
worle. 

The Diſcommodities of Uſury are, Firſt, That 
it makes fewer Merchantsz for were it not for 
this lazy Trade of Vſury, Money would not lie 
ſtill, but would in great part be employed upon 


| Merchandiſing, which is the Vena Porta of 


Wealth in a State, The ſecond, That it makes 
poor Merchants for as a Farmer cannot huſ- 
band his Ground ſo well, if he fit at a great 
Rent: So the Merchant cannot drive his Trade 


| fo well, if he fit at great Vſwury. The third is 


| 
; 
| 


incident to the other two; and that is, The de- 
cay of Cuſtoms of Kings or States, which Ebb 
or Flow with Merchandizing. The fourth, That 
It bringeth the Treaſure of a Realm or State into 
a few hands for the Vſurer being at Certainties, 
and others at Uncertaintics, at the end of the 
Game moſt of the Money will be in the Box; 

| Li-3 and 
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and ever a State flouriſheth, when Wealth 
more equally ſpread. The hfth, That it bet 
down the Price of Land for the employmn 
of Money is chiefly cither Merchandizing orÞu 
chaſing, and UVſury way-lays both. The fixi 
"That it doth dull and damp all Induftries, I 
provements, and new Inventions, wherein tk 
ney would be ſtirring, if it were not for this $ 
The laſt, That it is the Canker and Ruinec. 
many Mens Eſtates, which in proceſs of tn 
breeds a publick Poverty. 
'*. On the other fide, the Commodities of Vis 
are: Firſt, That howſoever Vſzry in ſomer 
ſped hindzeth Merchandizing, yet in ſome ot 
1t advanceth 1t; for 1t 1s certain, that the gi 
teſt part of Trade is driven by young Merchat 
upon borrowing at Intereſt : ' So as if the Vs 
either call in, or keep back his Money, theres 
enſue preſently a great ſtand of Trade, Thi 
cond 1s, ' That were it not for this caſie bond 
ing upon Tntereft, Mens neceſſities would 0 
upon them a moſt ſudden undoing, in thattit 
would beforced to ſell their Means ( beitan 
or Goods) far under foot z and ſo wheres 
ry doth but gnaw upon them , bad Matk 
would {ſwallow them quite up. As for Mor 
ging or Pawning, it will little mend the matt 
for cither Men will not take Pawns without! 
or if they do, they will look pregiſcly for6 | 
Forfeiture, * I remembera cruel MRoicd Mar 
tne Country that would ſay, The Devil th 
this V/zry, it keeps us from Foxfcitures of 
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of Ojury. IFL 
gages and Bonds. The third and Iaſt is, That 


it is a vanity to conceive, that there would be 
ordinary borrowing, without profit; and it is 


impoſtible to concelve, the number of Inconve- 


niences that will enſue, if borrowing be cram- 


ped : Therefore, to ſpeak of the aboliſhing of 


Uſury isidle. All States have ever had it in one 
kind, or rate. or other : {oas that opinion mult 
be ſent to Vtopia. 


To ſpeak now of the Reformation and Rejple- 


ment of Vſury, how the Diſcommodities of it may 
be beſt avoided, and the Commodittes retained. 
It appears by the ballance of Commodities and 
Diſcommodities of Vſury., two things are to be 
reconciled : The one, that the Tooth of Vſury be 
grinded, that it bite not too much : The other, 
that there be left open a means to invite Monied 
Men to lend to the Merchants, tor the Continu- 
ing and Quickning of Trade. This cannot be 
done, except you introduce two ſeveral ſorts of 
Uſury, a leſs and a greater. For if you reduce 
 Vſury to one low rate, it will eaſe the Common 
Borrower, but the Merchant will be to ſeek for 
Money. And it is to be noted, that the Trade 
of Merchandize, being the molt Lucrative, may 
ook Uſuryata good Ratez other Contracts not 
0. 

To ſerve both Intentions, the way would be 
chiefly thus : That there be two Rates of Uſury, 


the one Free and General for all, the other under. 


Licence only to certain Perſons and in certain Pla- 


ces of Merchandizing, Firſt theretore, Let Vſury 
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152 SirFrancis Bacon's Eſſays. 


in general be reduced to Five in the Hundred, wd 
Jet that Rate be proclaimed to be Free and Cur: 
rant; and let the State ſhut it {elf out to tak 
any penalty for the ſame. This will preſerve Box 
rowing from any general Stop or Dryneſs. Thi 
will caſe infinite Borrowers in the Country, Thi 
will in good part raiſe the Price of Land, becau: 
Land purchaſed at Sixtcen years purchaſe, wil 
yield fix in the Hundred, and ſomewhat mon, - 
whereas this Rate of Intereſt yields but Fix 
This by reaſon will encourage and edg Induſtti. 
ous and Profitable Improvements, becauſe man 
wil) rather venture in that kind,than take Five 
the Hundred, eſpecially having been uſcd to gre 
ter proht, Secondly, Let there be certain Perſm 
L.zcenſed to lend to known Merchants, upon UVſuy, * 
ata High Rate; and let it be with the Caution 
tollowing. Let the Rate be, even with the Mer 
chant himſelf, ſomewhat more eafte than thathe 
uſed formerly to pay : for by that means all Bor 
rowers [hall have {ome caſe by this Reformation, 
be he Merchant or whoſoever. Let it be n 
Bank or Common Stock, but every man be ms 
fter of his own Money. Not that I altogether 
miſlike Baoks; but they will hardly be brooked, 
in regard of certain ſuſpicions. Let the State 
be anſwered {ome {mall matter for the Licenſe 
andthe reſt left to the Lender ; for if the Abatc 
ment be but {mall, it will no whit diſcourage 
the Lender. For he, for example, that tookbt 
tore Ten or Nine in the Hundred, will ſoone 
deſcend to Eight in the Hundred, than give m7 
bs. RET It? 
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uth and Age: I52 


his Trade of Vſ#ry, and go from Certain Gains 
to Gains of Hazard. Let theſe Licenſed Lenders 
be in Number Indefinite, but reſtrained to cer- 
tain principal Cities and Towns of Merchandi- 
zing, for then they will be hardly able to colour 
others mens moneys in the Country, ſo as the - 
Licence of Nine will not {uck away the current 
Rate of Five; for no man will Lend his mo- 
-neys far off, nor put them into unknown 
hands. 

If it be objected, That this doth in a fort Au- 
thorize Vſury, which before was in ſome places 
but permiſſive : The Anſwer is, that it is better 
to mitigate Vſury by Declaration, than to ſuffer 
it torage by Connivence. - 


ALI | gs 
Of Youth and Age. 


\ Man that is Tong in Tears, may be Old 
/' % in Hours, ifhe have loſt no time, but that 
happeneth rarely, Generally Tozth is like the 
Hirſt Cogitations, not ſo Wiſeas the ſecond 3 for 
there is a Touth in Thoughts as well as in Ages : 
And yet the Invention of Young Men is more live- 
ly than that of Old, and Imaginations ſirxeam 
into their minds better, and, as it were, more 
 Divinely. Natures. that have much heat, and 
great and violent defires and perturbations, are 
not ripe for Action till chey have paſſed the Me- 
| gi 0 on 
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- 184 SirFrancis Bacon s ſays. 
ridian of their years As it was with 7uliuCe.. 
ſar, and Septimins Severus, of the latter of whom 
it is ſaid, Juventutem epgit Erroribus, imo Furj 
bus plenam., and yet he was the ableſt Empery 
almoſt ot all the Liſt. But repoſed Naturesmy 
do well in Toxth, as it is ſeen in Auguſtus Ceſy 
Coſmus Duke of Florence, Gaſton de Fois, and 
thers. On the other fide, Heat and Vivacityi 
Age is an excellent Compoſition for bufind, 
Toung Men are fitter to invent than to judg, fi 
ter for Execution than for Counſel, and fitte 
for new projects than for ſetled buſineſs, for th 
Experience of Apein things that fall within tl 
compals of it, dire&eth them, but in new thing 
abuſeth them. The Errors of Young Men are ti 
ruin of buſineſs ; but the Errors of Aged Mu 
amount but to this, that more might have bee 
done or {ooner. Young Men in the conduQan 
mannage of Actions embrace more than tit; 
can hold, ſtir more than they can quiet, fly 
the end without conſideration of the meansa 
degrees, purſue ſome few Principles which thr 
have chanced upon abſurdly, care not to inn 
vate, which draws unknown Inconveniencs 
Uſe extream Remedies at firſt, and that whid 
doubleth all Errors, will not acknowledg ort 
tract them, like an unready Horſe, that will vet 
ther Stop nor Turn. Men of Ape object ti 
much, conſult too long, adventure too littk 
repent too ſoon, and ſeldom drive buſineſs hom 
to the full period, but content themſelves with! 
mediocrity of Succeſs, Certainly it is good" 
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Of Youth ad Age. I "= | 


compound Employments of both; for that will 


be good for the preſent, becauſe the vertues of 


either Age may correct the defects of both, and 
good for Succeſon, that Toung Men may be Lear- 
ners, while Men in Age are Actors. And laſtly, 
g6od for Extern Accidents, becauſe Authority 
followeth 014 Men, and Favour and Popularity 
Youth. But for the moral part perhaps Toxth 
will have the preheminence, as Age hath for the 
politick. A certain Rabbin upon the Text, Tour 
Toung Men ſhall ſee viſions, and your Old Men ſhall 
dream dreams, inferreth, that Toung Men are ad- 
mitted nearer to God than O14, becauſe Viſion 1s 
a clearer Revelation than a Dream, And cer- 
tainly the more a Man drinketh of the World, 
the more it intoxicatethz, and Ape doth profit 
rather in the powers of Underſtanding, than in 
the Vertues of the Will and Aﬀections. There 
be ſome have an over-carly Ripeneſs in their 
years, which fadeth betimes : Theſe are firſt ſuch 
as have brittle Wits, the edg whereof is {oon tur- 
ned; ſuch as was Hermogenes the Rhetorician, 
whoſe Books are excecding {ubtil, who after- 
wards waxcd ſ{tupid.A ſecond ſort is of thoſe that 
_ have ſome natural Diſpoſitions which have bet- 
ter grace in Touth than in Age {uch as isa fluent 
and luxuriant Speech, which becomes Yonth 
well, but not Age : So Tully faith of Hortenſins, 
Idem manebat, neque idem decebat. The third is; 
of ſuch as take too high a ſtrain at the firſt, 


and are magnanimous more than Tra& of 


years can uphold: As was Scipio Aﬀricanus, 
| | ſs cl 
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156 SirFrancis Bacon's Eſſays. 


of whom Livy ſaith in effect, Ultima prini 
cedebant. 


XLIII. 
Of Beauty. 


7ERTUE islike a rich Stone, beſt plain 

/ ſet; and ſurely, Vertue is beſt in a Body 
that is comely, though not of delicate Feature, 
and that hath rather Dignity of Preſence, tha 
Beauty of Aſpect. Neither 1s it almoſt ſeen that. 
very Beautiful Perſons axe otherwile of great Ver: 
tue, as if Nature were rather buſie not to er, 
than in Jabour to produce Excellency; and 
therefore they prove accompliſhed, but not of 
great Spirit, and ſtudy rather Behaviour than 
Vertue, Butthis holds not always, for Aug 
Ceſar, Titus Veſpaſianus, Philip le Belle of Franc, 
Edward the fourth of England, Alcibiades of 
Athens, Iſmael the Sopby of Perſia, were all high 
and great Spirits, and yet the moſt Beantifs 
Men of their times. In Beauty, that of Fav 
15 more than that of Colour ; and that of deceit 
and gracious Motion, more than that of Favow. 
Thatis the beſt part of Beauty which a Piftur 
cannot expreſs, no nor the firlt ſight of the Lite, 
There is no excellent Beaxty that hath not ſome 
ſfrangenels in theproportion. A Man cannot tel, 
whether Apelles or Albert Durer were the mort 


trifler z whereof the one would make a Perſon- 
| age 
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Of Deformity. I57 
age by Geometrical Proportions, the other by 
taking the beſt Parts out of divers Faces to Ha 
one excellent. Such Perſonages I think would 
pleaſe no body, but the Painter that made them. 
Not but I think a Painter may make a better 
Face than ever was, but he muſt do it by a kind 
of Felicity, ( asa Mufician that maketh an excel- 
lent Air in Muſick) and not by Rule. A Man 
ſhall ſee Faces, that if you examine them part by 
part, you ſhall ftind never a good, and yet all to- 
gether Ep well. It it be true, that the principal 
part of Beaxty 1s in decent motion, certain]y it 
is no marvel, though Perſons in Tears {cem many 
times more amiable, Pulchrorum Autamnus pul- 
cherz for no Youth can be comely, but by par- 
don, and conſidering the Toxth, as to make up 
the comelinels. Beauty is as Summer-F ruits , 
which are caſte to corrupt, and cannot laſt, and 
for the moſt part it makes a diflolute Youth, and 
an Age, a little out of countenance; but yet cer- 


tainly again, if it light well, it maketh Vertues 
ſhine, and Vices bluſh. 


a— 


X LIV.. 
Of Deforavity.. 


EFORMED Perſons are only e- 

ven with Nature; for as Nature hath 

done ill by them, ſodo they by Nature, being 
tor the moſt part ( as the dpoes faith ) void 


of 
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158 SirFrancis Bacon's Eſſays. 
of Natural Afedion, and {o they have Revenge 
of Nature. Certainly , there 1s a conſent he. 
tween the body and the mind, and where Ns. 
ture erreth in the one, ſhe ventureth in the other; 
Ubi peccat in uno, periclitatar in altero. But be- 
cauſe there is m Man an Election touching the 
Frame of his mind, and a Neceltity in the Frane 
of his body, the Stars of natural Inclination ar 


ſometimes obſcured by the Sun of Diſcipline and 
Vertue : Therefore it is good to conſider of Dr 


formity, not as a Sign which is more deceivable 


but as a Cauſe which {cldom faileth of the Ef 
fe&. Whoſloever hath any thing fixed in thi 
Perſon that doth induce Contempt, hath alſox 
perpetual Spur in himſelf to reſcue and delve 
himſelf from Scorn. Therefore all Deformed Pr 


fons are extream bold. Firſt, As in their ow 


Defence, as being expoſed to Scorn, but inp 
ceſs of time, by a general Habit. Alſo it fit 
reth in thetn induſtry, and eſpecially of this kind, 
to watch and obſerve the weakneſs of ' other 
that they may have ſomewhat to repay. Again 
in their Superiors, it quencheth Jealouſic towads 
them, as Perſons that they think they may 
pleaſure deſpiſe 3 and it layeth their Compttt 
tors and Emulators aſlcep, as never believing 
they ſhould be in'poſibility of Advancement, til 
they {ce them” in Poſſeſſion ; ſo that upon tit 
matter in a. great Wit, Deformity is an advat: 
tage to Riſing, Kings in ancient times ( and 
at this preſent in ſome Countries) were wolt 
to put great Truſt in Eunzchs; becauſe they nm 

al 
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Of Building. 159 


are envious to all, are more obnoxious and offi- 
cious towards one. But yet their Truft towards 
them hath rather been as to good Spials, and 
g00d whiſperers, than good Magiftrates and 
Officers, And much like 1s the Reaſon of De- 


—_ _ 


formed Perſons, Still the ground is, they will if 


they be of Spirit, feck to free themſelves from 
Scorn, which muſt be either by Vertue or Ma- 


licez and therefore let it not be marvelled if 


ſometimes they prove excellent Perſons3 as was 
Ageſilaus, Zanger the Son of Solyman, A ſop, Gaſca 
Preſident of Per, and Socrates may go likewiſe 
amongſt them, with others. 


Rnd a — ———— 


ALV. 
Of Building. 


OUSES are built to live in, and not to 
4k look on : Therefore let Uſe be preferred 
betore Uniformity, except where both may be 
had. Leave the goodly Fabricks of Howſes, for 
Beauty only, to the Enchanted Palaces of the Po- 
ets, who build them with {mall coſt. He that 
builds a fair Hoxſe upon an il! Seat , commirteth 
himſelf to Priſon. Neither do I reckon it an il/ 
Seat only where the Air is unwholeſome, buc 


likewiſe where the Air is unequal; As you ſhall. 
lee many fine Seats ſet upon a knap of Ground, 


environed with higher Hills round about it, 
— whereby the Heat of the Sun is pent in, and the 
Wind 
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160 Sir Francis Bacon's Eſſays. 
Wind gatherecth as in Troughs3 ſo as. you (hl 
have, and that ſuddenly, as great Diverſity 


Heat and Cold, as if yeu dwelt in ſeveral Placy, 


Neither is it 21! Air only that miaketh an ll Sw 
bat ill ways, ill Markets 3 and it you will 
ſalt with Moms, 1]l Neighbours. I ſpeak not 
any more: Want of Water, want of Wo 
Shade and Shelter , want of Fruitfulnels, an 
mixture of Grounds of {ſeveral Natures, wat 
of Proſpe&, want of level Grounds, want « 
Places at ſome near Diſtance for Sports of Hw: 
ting, Hawking, and Races; Too near theS, 
too remote, having the Commodity of Navig 
ble Rivers, or the Diſcemmodity of their Ore 
flowing 3 Ioo far off from great Cities, whid 
may hinder Buſineſs, or too near them whid 
larcheth all Provifions, and maketh every thin 
dear : Where a Man hath a great Living laidte 
gether, and where he is ſcanted. All which,s 
it 15 impoſſible perhaps to find together, o it 
good to know them, and think of them, that! 
Man may take as many as he can; And if i 
have ſeveral Dwellings, that he ſort them fo, thit 
what he wanteth in the one; he may find inthe 
other. Lucullus anſwered Pompey well, wil 
when he ſaw his Stately Galleries and Roots 
large and lightſome in one of his Howſes, (ai 
S urely an excellent Place for Summer, but how 
you an Winter ? Lucullas anſwered, Why do youn 
think: me as wiſe as ſome Fowl are, that ever edi 
their abode towards the Winter ? Ne perl 
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Of Building, 161 


To paſs from the Seat to the Houſe it felf, we 
will do as Cicero doth in the Orators Art, who 
writes Books De Oratore, and a Book he entitles 
Orator ; Whereof the former delivers the' Pre- 
cepts of 'the Art, and the Latter the Perfecon. 
Wewill therefore deſcribe a Princely Palace, ma- 


king a brief model thereof. For it is ſirange to 


ſee now in _Exrope ſich huge Baildings, as the 
Vatican, and Eſcurial, and forne others be, and 
yet ſcarce a very fair Roomin them. 


Firſt therefore, I ſay, you cannot have a PCr- 
fect Palace, except you have.two ſeveral Sidesz a 
Side for the Banguet, as is ſpoken of in the Book 


of Heſter, and a Side for the Hoxſhold; the one 
for Feaſts and Trinmphs, and the other for 
Dwelling. I underſtand both theſe Sides to be 
not only Returns, bur Parts of the Front, and 
to be uniform without, though ſeverally Partiti- 
oned within, and tobe on both Sides of agreat 
and Stately Tower in the midti of the Front, that 


as it were joyneth then together on either hand; 


I would have on the fide ot the Bangzet in Front 
one only goodly Room above Stairs, of ſome forty 


foot high, and under it a Room'for a Dreſſing or 


Preparing Place at times of Triumphs. On the 


other ſide, which is the Hoxſpold fide,” I wiſh'it 
divided at the firſt into a Hall and a' Chappel, 
( with a Partition between ) both'of good ſtate 
and bigneſs, and thoſe not to go all the length,” 
but to have at the further end a Winter and a 
Summer Parlor., both fair; and under theſe 
Rooms, a fair and large Cellar ſunk under 

M: Ground's' 
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162 Sir Francis Bacon's Eſjays. 


Ground z and hkewiſe fore Privy Kitchens, wi 
Butteries'and Pantries, and thelike, As forth 


Tower, 1 would have it two-Stories, of eight 


foot high apieceabove the two Wings, and goo 
ly Leads upon the Top, ratled with Statwa'sin 
texpoſed, and theſame Tozver to be divided ink 
Room, as {hall be thought fit 3 the Stairs lik 
wiſe to the upper Rooms, let tHem be upai 
fair open Newel, and tinely railcd in with Ing: 
of Wood, caſt into a braſs Colour, and a veryta 
Landing Place at the Top. But this to bs, | 
you do not-point any of 'the lower Rootnsf: 
DiningPlace of Servants, -for otherwiſe youll! 
have the Servants Dinner after your own; {i 
the ſteam of it willeome up as in a Tunnel. Au 
{o much for the Front, only I underſtand & 
Heighth of the firſt Stairs to be ſixteen Fat 
which is the Heighth of the Lower Room, 

- Beyond this Front is there to be a, fair Cur 
but three fides of itof a far lower Building tha 
the-Front. And in all the four Corners of ti 
Court fair Stair-Caſes, caſt into Twrrets on th 


out-de., -and not within the Row of Buildilf. 


themſelves. But thoſe Towers are not to be0 
the height of the Front, but rather proportions 
ble to the lower Building, Let the Court notÞ 
Paved, for that ſtriketh up a great Heat in Sur 
mer, and-much Cold in Winter 3 but only font 
Side-Alleys, with a Croſs, and the @warterit 


Graze being kept-Shorn, but not too near'Shon. 


The Row of: Return on the Banguet Side, Jett 
V1 'Stately Gplleries, in which Galleries let ws 


"$4 +$16 $61 CTCT TTL TS HY 134 
ILIT b'414 67436 


_ 


a _ n— _ — 
—_— - OD IC ——— —_ - — 


Of Building. - I62 


bethree, or five fine Crpola's in the length of it, 
placed at equal diſtance, and fine Coloured Win- 
dows of ſeveral Works. -On the Houthold Side, 
Chambers of Preſence and ordinary Entertain- 
ment, with ſomeBed-Chambers, and letall-three 
Sides'be a double Houſe,without Thorow-Lights 
on the Sides, that-youmay haveRooms fromthe 
Sun, both for Fore-noon and After-noon. Caft 
italſo, that you may haveRooms.both tor Sum- 
mer and Winter, Shady for-Surmer, and Warm 
for Winter. You ſhall have ſometumesfair Hor- 
ſes {o full of :Glafs, that one cannot tell where 
t0-become to be out of the Sun, -or Cold ,, For 
Tnbowed Windows1 hold-them of good uſe; (in 


Cities indeed Upright do better , in reſpe& of 


the Uniformity-rowards-the Street | for they be 
pretty'Rettring Places ftor-Conterence 3 and:be- 
1tges, they keep both the-Wind end theSun off: 
For that -which would {trike ajmoli through the 
Room, doth -{carce -paſs: the Window. But let 
wh be butew, fouriin the Coprt on the Sides 
oOniy. 

Beyond this-Cozrt let there be an 'Inward Court 
o :the-ſame Square and'Heighth, which is-to be 
environed with-the Garden on all fidesz and'in 
the inſide Cloiſtered upon all tides; upon decent 
and beautiful Arches, as'high as the hr{t_ Story. 
On the UVnder:Storytowards the-Garden, 'let jt be 
tarned toa Grotta, orplace of Shade or Eftiyati- 
on 3 and -only -haye_opening apd Windows to- 
wards the Garien, and belevel upon: Flogr, no 


Whit-ſank-under Ground, toavoid all dampiſh- 


M 2 nels; 
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. neſs: And let there be a Forntain, -or ſome fair 


Work of. Statua's in the midi of this.Conrt, md 
to be Paved as the other Court was. ; Theſe Bull 
_ dings to be for Privy Lodgings on both Sides, ai 
the End for Privy Galleries : Whereof you ml 
fore-fee that one of them be for an Infirmary, i 
the Prince or any {pecial Perſon ſhould be Sid 
with Chambers, Bed-Chambers, Anticamera, ai 
.Recamera, joyning to it : This upon the ſecow 
Story. Upon-the Ground Story a fair Gallery, » 
pen upon Pillars and upon the third Story li 
wiſe, an open Gallery upon Pillars, to hi l 
Proſpect and Frelhneſs of the Garden. Athal 
Conia of the farther Side, by way of Ret 
"Tet there be two Delicate or Rich Cabinets, da 
tily Paved, Richly Hanged, Glazed with ( 
ſtalline Glaſs, and a Rich Czpola in the midltan 
all other Elegancy that may be thought upn 
In the. Upper Gallery too I wiſh that thts mayb: 
if the Place will yield it, ſome Foxntains runnin 


in divers Places from the Wall, with ſomefm 


Avoidances. And thus much br the modeld 
the Palace; fave that you mutt have, befurcyu 
come to the F ront, three Courts: and a Gt 
Conrt Plain, with a Wall about it 3 a_ See 


vi 
O 
G 


Cy 


.Corrt of the ſame, but more Garniſhed, vil Tr 


lictle Turrets , 


or. rather Embelliſhments up# W] 


the Wall; and a Third Conrt, to make a Squit Fla 
with the Front, but not to be Built, -nor.yct} a tle, 
COL with a Naked Wall, but Encloſed wit ſets 
Taraſſes Leaded: aloft, and fairly Garniſhed ary 
the three-Sides z and Cloyftered. on thein-lik bloſ 


will 


= Of Gardens.” £5 oo s 
with Pillars; and not with Arches below. As for 


Offices, let them ſtand at diltance with ſome Low- 
Galleries , to paſsfrom them to the Palace it ſelf. 


— 
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Of Gardens. 


_SOD Almighty firſt Planted a Garden 3 and 
© indeed it is the pureſt of Human plea- 
ſures. It is the greateſt refreſhment to the Spi- 
rits of Man; without which B#ldings and Pala- 
ces are but Groſs Handy-works. And a Man 
ſhall ever {ce, that when Ages grow to Civility 
and Elegancy, Men comie to Build Stately, foo= 
ner than to Garden Finely: As if Gardening were 
the greater Perfection. I do hold it in the Roy- 
al Ordering of Gardens, there ought to be Gar- 
dens for all the Months in the Year, in which, fe- 
verally,: things of Beauty may be then in ſeaſon. ' 
For December and Fanuary, and the latter' part ' 
ot November, you muſt take ſuch things as are 
green all Winter; Holly, Ivy, Bays, Juniper, 
Cypreſs Trees, Eughs, Pine-Apple Trees, Fir- ' 
Trees, Roſemary, Lavender, Perriwinckle the 
White, the Purple, and the Blew, Germander, 
Flags, Orenge-Trees, Lemnon-Trees, and Myr- 

le, if they be toved, and ſweet Marjoram warm ' 

| ſets. There followeth for the latter part of Fanu- 

' aryand February, the Mezerion Tree, which then 

| dbfſoms, Crocus Vernus, both the Yellow and 
M 3 the 
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166 Sir Francis Bacon's Eſſays. 
the Grey, Prim-Roſes; Anemones,, the Ea 
Tulippa, Hyacinthus Orientalis ,, ' Chain 
Frettellarias For March there: comes Viol 
ſpecially the Single Blew, which ate Earlieſt, 
Yellow Daffadil, the Daizy, the Almond-Trei 
Bloflom, the Peach Free tn Bloſſom, the Com 
lian-Tree in Bloſſom, ſweet Briar. In Aprilfi 


' low the double White Violet, the Wall-Flom 


the Stock Gilly-Flower, the Couſlip, Flowe4 
Lices, and Lillies of al} Natures, Rofenu 
Flower, the Tulippa, the Double Piony, thel} 
Datfadil, the Frerich Hony-Suckle, the Cher 
.Tree in Bloffom , the Damaſten and Pl 
Trees in Bloſſom, the White Thortt in Leaf, t 
Lelack-I ree; Jn May and Frene come Pink 
all forts, ſpecially the Bluſh-Pink, Roſes 
Kinds; except the Masky which comes later, 
ny-Suckles, Sttawbetries, Bugltofs; Columbs 
the French Mary gold; Flos Africanus; Chi 
'Ltee irj Fruit, Ribes; Figs ri Fruit, Rafps, Vi 
Flowets, Lavender in Flowers, the Swett-Si 
an with the White Flower, Hetba Muſcartl! 
linm Convallitm, the Apple-Tree in Boſ 
Is Fuly come Gilly-Flowers of all Vaict 
Miisk- Roſes,4hd the Lithe-Tree in Bloſſom, 
ly Peers and Plumsin Frait, GinnitingsM 
lings: In Azpuſt cortie Plums of all (orb 
Fruit, Pears; Apricocks; Barberies; Filb 
Musk-Melons; Monks:hbods 6f all Colours 
September comes Grapes; Apples; Poppits0 
Colouts, Peaches, Melo=Cotones, Nettim 
Cornelidns; Wardens, Quinees. In Ofian 


” \ 
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the beginning, of November, come Services, Med- 
lars, Bullifesz Roſes Cut or Removed to come 
| late, Hollyoaks, and ſuch like. Theſe particulars 
are for the Climate of London : but my meaning, 
is perceived, that you may have Yer Perpetunm, 
as the place affords. = 
And becauſt the Breathoft Flowers is far Swee- 
terin the Air, ( where it comes and goes, like 
the Warbling of Mulick ) than in the Hand, 
therefore nothing is more fit for that Delight, 
than to know what be the Flowers and Plants 
that do belt perfume the Air. Roſes Damask and 
RedareFlowers tenacious of their Smells, fo that 
you may walk by a whole Row of them, and find 
. nothing of their Sweetnels 3 yea, though it be 
in a Morning Dew. Bays likewiſe yield no Smell 
as they grow, Roſemary little, nor Sweet-Marjo- 
ram. That which above all others yields the 
Sweeteſt Smell in the Air, is the Violet, ſpecially 
the White double Violet, which comes twice a 
year, about the middle of April, and about Bar- 
. tholomew-tide, Next to that is the Musk-Roſfe, 
then the Strawberry Leaves dying with a moſt 
excellent Cordial Smell. Then the Flower of 
the Vines, it is a little Duſt, like the Duſt of a 
Bent, which grows upon the Cluſter in the firſt 
coming, forth, Then Sweet-Briar, then Wall- 
Flowers, which are very delightful to be ſet un- 
der a Parlour, or lower Chamber Window. 
Then Pinks and Gilly-Flowers,ſpecially the mat- 
ted Pink, and Clove Gilly-Flower. Then the 
Flowers of the Lime-T:ze. Then the Hony- - 
SE (> ny Suckles, 
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Suckles,ſo they be ſomewhat afar off. OfBan- 


Flowers I ſpeak not, becauſe they are Fic. 
Flowers. But thoſe which perfieme the Airm 
delightfully, not paſſed by as the reſt, but being 


Trodden upon and Cruſhed, are three, that is Bur: 


net, Wild-Time, and Water-Mints. Thereſa 
you are to ſect whole Alleys of them, to haveth 
Pleaſure when you walk or tread. 

For Gardens, ( ſpeaking of thoſe wh art 
indeed Prince-like, as we have done of Building) 
the Contents ought not well to be under Thi 
Acres off Ground,” and to be. divided into thre 
parts a Green in the entrance, a Heath or D 
Jart in the going forth, and the Main Garden 
themid(ſi, befides Alle ys ON both Sides. And| 
like well, that:four FR of Ground be Aſſignt 
to the Green, ' ſix to'the Heath, four and fourt 
either Side,and twelve to the Main Garden, Th 
Green hath two pleaſures3 the one, becauſe ns 
chivg 1s more pleaſant to the Eyc than gre 
Graſs kept finely ſhorn 3 the other, becauſet 
willgiveyoua fair Alley in the midlt, by whid 
you may go in front upon.a Stately Hog which 
is to encloſe the Garden. But becauſe the fly 
will belong, and in great Heat of the Year 0 
Day, you ought not to buy the ſhade in the Gur 
den, by going in the Sun through. the Gree) 


_ therefore. you are of either Side the Green to plant 


a Covert. Alley, upon Carpenters . Work, avoi 
iwelve foot ;in Heighth, by which you may 
in ſhade into the Garden. As tor the makingd 


Knots of iy "ITS, With, Divers Coloured Farllh 
"  fhit 
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Of Gardens. 169 
that they may lye under the Windows of the 
Houſe, on that Side which the Garden ſtands, 
they be but toys, you may ſee as good lights ma- 
ny times in Tarts. . The Garden 1s belt to be 
ſquare, encompaſicd on all the four Sides with a 
Stately Arched Hedg : the Arches to be upon Pil- 
lIzrs of Carpenters Work, of {ome ten foot high, 
and fix foot broad, and the ſpaces between of 
the ſame Dimenſion with the Breadth of the 
Arch. Over the Arches let there be an Entire 
Hedg, of ſome four foot high, framed alloupon 
Carpenters Work, and upon the Upper Headg, 
over every Arch a little Tarret, with a Belly, c- 
nough to receive a Cage of Birds 3 and over eve- 
ry Space between the Arches {ome other little 
Figure, with broad Plates of Round Colowred 
Glaſs. gilt, tor the Sn to play upon, But this 
Hedg 1 intend to be raiſed upon a Bazk, not 
ſteep, but gently ſlope, of ſome f1x foot, {et all 
with Flowers. Alſo I underſtand, that: this 
Square of the Garden, ſhould not be the whole 
breadth of the Ground. but to leave on the either 
ſide Ground enough for diverlity of Side Alleys, 
unto which the two Covert Alleys of the Green 
may deliver you 3 but there mult be no Alleys 
with Hedges at either end of this great Incloſure : 
not at the Higher End, for letting your pro- 
{pe& upon this fair Hedg from the Green; nor 
at the further End, for letting your- proſpe& 


trom the Hedg through the Arches upon the. 
Heath. TN 
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r79 Sir Francis Bacon's Eſſays. 


For the ordering of the Ground within the 
Great Hedg , | leave it to Variety of Devi, 
Adviſing neverthelel(s ,that whatſoever form ya 
caſt it into; firſt it be not too bufie, or fall d 
Work; wherein I, for my part, do not like Ins 


ges ent out in Funiper, or other Garden-ſtuff, the 


be for Children, Little low Hedpes, Round lik 
Welts, with ſome pretty Pyramids, I like well 
And irs (ome places Fair Colmmns npon Frames 
Carpenters Work. I would alfo have the Aly 
{pacious and fair. You may have cloſer Aly 
upon the Side Grownds, but none in the Mut - 
Garden, 1 with alfo m the very middle a fa 
Moun, with three Aſcents and Alleys, enou! 
for four to walk abreaft, which I would havey 
be pertect Circles, without any Bulwarks orIn 
bottnents, and the whole Mozent to be thirty fol 
tigh, and ſome fine Banqueting Howfe, with font 
Chimneys neatly caſt, and without too mud 
Glafs. 
' For Fountains,they are a great Beauty ande 
freſhment, but Pools marr all, and make theGn: 
den unwholſome, and full of Flies and Frop 
Fountains intend to be of two Natures, theo 
that ſprink/eth-or ſpoxteth Water, the other afar 
Receipt of Water, of ſome thirty or forty fol 
ſquare, but without Fiſh, or Slime, or Mud, Fo 
rhe firlt, the Ornaments of Tmapes Gilt, or of Mi 
ze, which are in uſe, do well ; but the main mit 
reris, fo to convey the Water, as it never fit), 
either in the Bowls, or in the Ciſtern, that ti 
Water be never by re{t Diſcoloured, Green O! Reh, 
þ | J bk p 
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or the like 5 ov-gather any Moſſinefs or: Putrefadti> 
91. Belides that, it is to be cleanſed every day 
by the hand; alfo fome Szeps up'to it, and fome 
Fine Pavement about it doth welk. As for the 04 
ther kind of Foxntam, which we may call a Ba 
thing-Pdol, it may admit much Curiolity and 
Beauty, wherewith we will not trouble our {elves 
asthat the bottom be finely paved, and with Ima» 
ves, the ſides likewiſe ; and withal Embelliſhed 
with coloured Glaſs, and ſuch thwgs of Luftre 3 
Encompaſſed al{o with ftme Rail of low Sta- 
tnes. But the main point is the ſame, which we 
mentioned in the former kind of Fountain, which 
is, that the Water be iti perpetual motion, fed by a 
Water higher than» the Pool, and delivered. into 
it by fait Spozts, and then diſcharged away under 
Ground by forme: equality of Botes, that it lay 
little. And for fine Devices of Arching Water 
_ without ſpilling, and making, it riſe in feveral 
tforths (of Feathers, Drinking-Glaſles, Canopies, 
and the like; > they be pretty things to look on, 

but nothing to Health and Sweetnels. | 
For the Health, which was the third part of 
our Plot, I with it to be framed, as much as may 
be, to a Natnral Wildaeſs. Trees 1 would have 
none in it, but ſorne Thickgts , made only of 
8weet-Briaf,, and Hony-Suckle, and ſome Wild 
Yine amongſt, and the Ground ſet with Violets, 
Strawberries and Promroſes : for theſe are Sweet 
and proſper ith the Shade. And thele to be in he 
Heath, here and thete, not iti aty order. - I liks 
allo little Heaps, in the Nature of Mole-Hilly 
( fuch 
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172 S&ir Francis Bacon s Eſſays. 
(ſuch as are: in Wild-Heaths )) tobe ſet, ſome 
with Wild-Thyme, ſome with Pinks, ſome with 
Germander, that gives a good flower to thee; 
fome with Periwinckle, ſome with Violets, ſome 
with Strawberries, ſome with Couſlips, ſome 
with Daizies, {ome with Ried-Roſfes, fome with 
Lilium: Convallium , ſome with :Sweet-Will- 
ams Red, ſome with Bears-foot, and the like 
Low: Flowers, being withal Sweet and Sight, 
Part of which Heaps, to be with Standards, 
little Buſhes, prickt upon: their top, and. part 
without; the Standards to be Roſes, Juniper 
Holly, Bear-berries. ( but here and there, becauſe 
of the {mell of their bloflom Y Red Currans, 
| Gooſeberries, Roſemary , Bays. © Sweet-Briat, 
and:\uch like. But theſe Szandards to. be. kept 
with Cutting, that they grow not out of Cour: 

For the $7zde Grounds, you are to fit them wit 
variety. of: Alleysy private, to give. a- full ſhade, 
ſome: of them, whereſoever the Sun. be. : You 
are to frame {ome of them, likewiſe for ſhelter, 
that when the Wind blows ſharp, you may walk 
as 1n a Gallery... And thoſe Alleys muſt be like- 
wile hedged at both ends, to keep out the Wind, 
and theſe cloſer Alleys muſt be ever finely Gravel 
led, and no Grafs, becauſe of going wet. In ma: 
by. of theſe Alleys likewiſe, you are to ſet- Fruit 
Trees of all-ſorts 3 as well upon the Walls, asin 
Ravges. -- And.this would be generally obſerved, 
that the Borders. wherein you plant your Frutt- 
Trees, befair and large, and low, and not ſteep, 
and ſet with fine Flowers, but thin and anne 
ei-4rt-1 | el 
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>:  Qf Gafdens.: © if. 173 
leſt they deceive the Trees. At the end of both 
the fide Grounds, I would have a Mownt of fome 


pretty Height, leaving, the Wall of the Enclo- 


{ure breaſt-high, to look abroad into the helds. 
For the Main Garden, 1 do not deny, but 
there ſhould be ſome fair Alleys ranged on both 
ſides with Fruit-Trees, and {ome pretty Tufts 
of Fruit-Trees, and Arbors with Seats , ſet in 


ſome decent Order; but theſe to be by no means . 
{et too thick ; but.to leave the Main Garden fo; 


as it be not cloſe, but the Air open and tree; for 


as for Shade-l would have you reſt upon the Al-- 


leys of the Side. Grownds, there to walk; it you be 
diſpoſed, in the Heat of the Year or Day :. but 
to make account, that the Main Garden is for the 
more temperate parts of the Year; and in the 
Heat of Summer, for the Morning, and the Even- 
ing, or Over-caſt Days. 

| For Avaaries, Like themnot, excopt they be 
of that largenels, as they may be turfed, and avs 
Living Plants and: Byſhes {ct in- them, . that the 
Birds may have more {cope, and natural Neaſt- 


livg, and that no foxlneſs appear in the floor of | 


the, Aviary. So I have made a Plat-form of a 
 Princely Garden, partly by Precept,, partly by 
Drawing, not a Model, but ſome general Lines 
of it, and in thisI have {pared for no-Coſt. But 


it 1s nothing, for Great Princes, [that:for the moſt - 


part taking advice with Work-men, with no leſs 
Coſt, ſet their things together, and ſometimes 
add Status 5 and ſuch things, for State and Mag: 
nificence,. but.nothing, to the. true pleaſure, of, .A 
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%YLVI11. 
Of Negotiating. 


is-generally better to deal by Speech, thin 

| by Letterz andby-themediationof a Third 
thaniby a mans felf. Letters arc good, when! 
man would draw an Anſwer by Letterbacks 
gainz or when it may ſervefor amans Juſtia 
tion afterwards to produce his own Letter, « 
where 1t may be danger to tbe interrupted q 
heard by-pieces. To deal in Perſon is-good, whe 
a mans face breedethRegard, as commonly wil 
_ Inferiors; -or in tender Caſes, where a:manstEj: 
upon the Countenance of him with whomit 
{peaketh, may give him a Dire&ton'how fart 
20: And generally where-a man -will reſerret 
himſelf liberty-either-to Diſavow;or toExpount 
In-choice of 1nſtruments.-it is-better-to-chulemd 
of a 'plainerſortthat are like to do-that is cr 
mitted to-them, and to-report back-again fill 
tully the ſucceſs, than -thoſe that are cunning 
contrive out:of other mens Buſineſs ſomewhiti! 
grace themiſelves;antl wiilhclp-the matterinki 
port forfatisfa&tionifake.Ule alſo ſuch Perſons® 
affe& the buſineſs wherein they are imployed/# 
that-quickneth much ; and-ſuch as are fit-for i 
matter : As bold men for Expoſtulation , W 
ſpoken men-for Perfwafion, crafty menforÞY 
quiryand'Obſervation, froward and-abſuram 
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Of Negotiating. 175 
for buſineſs that doth not well bear out it felt- 
Uſe alſo ſuch as have been lucky, and prevailed 
before in things wherein you have employed 
them, for that breeds confider-ce, and they will 
{irive to maintain their Preſcription. It 1s bet- 


ter to ſound a Perſon with whom one Deals afar 


off, than to fall upon the point at farft > except 
you-mean to {urprize him by ſome {ſhort Quelii- 
on. It is better Dealing with men m Appetite, 
than with thoſe that are where they would be. 
If a man Deal with another upon Conditions, 
the (tart of the firſt Pexformance ts all, which a 
man-cannot reaſonably Demand, except eithcr 
the nature :of the thing beſuch which muſt go 
beforez 'or cle a man can per{wade the other 
Party that he ſhall ftizH need him in ſome other 
thing, z -or elſc that he be counted the honetter 
man. All Practice is to Diſcover, or to York: 
Men Diſcover themſelves:in 'Iruſt, in Pathon, at 
unawares, ard of necefhity, when they would 
have ſomewhat done, and cannot find an apt 
Pretext. It you would Park any man,you mult 
either know his nature and/tafſhions, and ſo.lead 
him -or his ends, and-ſo perſwadehim 3 or his 
weaknclis and diſadvantagcs, and ſoawehim ; 
or thoſe that haveTnterett in him, and ſo;govern 
him. 1n Dealing with cunning Perſons we muſt 
cver conſider theirends to interpret their Speech- 
es and it is good to ſay:littleito them, and that 
which they leaſt look:tor. In all Negotiations of 


difficulty a man.may notlopk'to:fow.and reapar 


ohce, but muſt ;prepare buſineſs, and; fa.ripen it 
by degrees. Of 
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Of ol ollowers and F riendy. 


NOSTLY Followers arenot to be liked, lf 
while a man maketh his Train longer, 
makes his Wings ſhorter. I reckon to be coſh 
not them alone which charge the Parſe, but whid 
are weariſome and importunate in Suits,” Ot 
nary Followers ought to challenge no hight 
Conditions than Countenance, Recomments 
tion, and Protection from wrongs. Fadtiu 
Followers are worle to be liked, which follow 
upon Afﬀection to him with whom they ray 
themſelves, but upon Diſcontentment concein 
againſt ſome other 3 whereupon commonly 
{ueth that il] Intelligence that we many time: 
between great Perſonages. Likewiſe gloti 
Followers who make themſelves as Trumpets! 
Commendation of thoſe that follow, are full 
Inconvenience ; for they taint buſineſs thy! 
want of Secrecy, and they export Honour 
a Man, and make him a return in Envy, Tit 
15a kind of Followers likewiſe-whiclr are dan 
xous, being indeed Efpials; which engquiret 
ſecrets of the Houſe, and bear Tales. of them 
other 3 yet ſuch men, many - times;; are in gil 
favour for they are officious, and: commonly& | 
change Tales, the Following by certain Eftate 4 
men, anlwerable -to: that which a Sed Hier 
TS him 
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himſelf profeſſeth, (as of Soldiers to hith that 
hath been employed in the Wars, and the like ) 


hath ever been a thing Civil, and well taken even 


| in Monarchies; ſo it be without too much pomp 


of popularity: - But the moſt honourable kind 


_ of Following, is to be followed, as one that ap- 


prehendeth. to advance Vertue and Deſert: in all 
ls of Perſons. And yet where there.is no emi- 
nent odds in ſufficiency, it is better to take with | 
the more paſſable, than. with the more able. 
And beſides, to ſpeak truth, in baſe times Active 
men are of more uſe than Vertuous. It is true, 
that in Government it is good to.uſe men of one 
Rank equally 3 for tocountenanceſome extraor- 
dinarily, is to make them infolent, and the reſt 
diſcontent, -becauſe they may claim a due. But 
contrariwiſe, in favour to uſe men with much 
diflerence and election is good 3 for it maketh 
thePerſons preferred more thankful, and the reſt 
more officious, becauſe all is of favout. It is 
good diſcretion not to make too much of any 
man at the firſt; becauſe one cannot hold out. 
that proportion. To be governed ( as we call 
it ) by one; is not ſafe; for it ſhews Softneſs, 
and gives a freedom to Scanda] and Diſreputati- 
on; for thoſe that would not cenfure or ſpeak ill 
of a man immediately, will talk more boldly of 
thoſe that are ſo great with them, and Tales 
wound their honour,” yet to be diſtracted with 
many is worſe; for it makes men to be of the 
laſt Impreſſion, and full of Change. To take 
adyice of ome few Friends is ever aa 
N ON 
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178 Sir Francis Bacon $ Eſſays. 


for Lookers on, many times, ſee more than Gam, 

ters, and the Vale beſt diſcovereth the Hill. Ther 
islittle Friendſhip in the World, and leaſt of 41 
between equals, which was wont to be magyij 
ed. That that is, is between Superior and]; 
ferior, whoſe Fortunes may comprehend onet 
other. 


————— 


RLINK 
Of Suitors. 


— —— 


| ANY illmatters and projets are unde: 
#$ taken, and private Sits do putrifeti 
publick Good. Many good matters are undt- 
taken with bad minds, I mean, not only corruyl 
minds, but crafty minds that intend not Peri: 
mance, : Some embrace Sits which never mean 
to deal effteCtually in them 3 but if they {ee ther 
may be life in the matter by ſome other mean, 
they will be content to win a Thank, or take? 
ſecond Reward, or at leaſt to make uſe in tit 
mean time of the Szitors Hopes. Some take hold 
of $zits only for an occaſion to croſs ſome other; 
or to make an information, whereof they coul 
not otherwiſe have apt Pretext, without calt 
what become of the Sit when thatturn is ſerved 
or generally, to make other mens buſineſs a kind 
of Entertainment to bring in their own. Nay, 
fome undertake Suits with a full purpoſe to k 


them fall, to the end, to gratifie the adverſe Part) 
of 
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or Coinpetitor. Surely there is in ſome ſort a_ 
Right in every Szit 3 either a Right of Equity, 
if it be a Szit of Controverlic 3 or a Right of De- 
ſert, if it be a Szit of Petition. It AﬀeCtion 
lead a wan to favour the wrong fide in Juſtice, 
Jet him rather uſe his Countenance to compound 
the matter, than to carry it. It Aﬀection lead 
2 man to favour the leſs worthy in Deſert, let him 
do it without depraving or diſabling the better 


' Deſerver. In Smits which a man doth not well 


underſtand, it is good to refer them to ſome 
Friend of Truſt and Judgment, that may re- 
port, Whether he may dea] in them with Ho= 
nour 3 but let him chuſe well his Referendaries, 
for elſe he may be led by the Noſe. Switors are 
{odiſtaſted with Delays and Abuſes, that plain 
dealing in denying to deal in Suits at firſt, and 
reporting, the ſucceſs barely , and in challenging 
no more thanks than one hath deſerved, is grown 
not only Honourable, but alſo Gracious. In 
Szits of Favour, the firft coming ought to take 
little Place 3 ſo far forth Conſideration may be 
nad of his truſt, that if intelligence of the mat- 
ter could not otherwiſe have been had, but by 
him, advantage be not taken of the Note, but 
the Party left to his other means, and in ſome 
fort xecompenced tor his Diſcovery. To be ig- 
norant of the value of a Sv is fimplicity 3 as 
well as to be ignorant of the Right thereof is 
want of Conſcience; Secrecy in Smits is a great 
mean of obtaining 3 for voycing them to be in' 
forwardneſs, may diſcourage ſome kind of Sz;- 
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tors; but doth quicken and awaken others; hut | 
Timing, of the Sit is the principal. Timing, 
I fay, not only 1n reſpect of the Perſon that 
ſhould grant it, but in reſpect of thoſe which 
are like to croſs it, Let a man in the choice 
of his mean, rather chuſe the fitteſt mean, than 
the greatelt mean 5 and rather them that deal 
in certain Things, than thoſe that are Gene- 
ral. The Reparation of a Denial , is ſome 
times equal to the firſt Grant 3 if a man ſhey 
himſelf, neither dejeced , nor difcontented: 
Iniquum petas, ut Aquum feras is a good ruk, 
where a man hath ſtrength of Favour: But 
otherwiſe a man were better- riſe in hjs St; 
for he that would have ventured at firſt to har 
loſt the Switor, will not in the Concluſion lo 
both the Stor, and his own former favou, 
Nothing is thought fo eafie a requeſt to a grit 
Perſon as his Letterz and yet, if it be notin 
a good, Cauſe, it is ſo much out of his Reputs 
tion, There are no worſe Inſtruments than 
theſe general Contrivers of Smits, for they at 


but a kind of poyſon and infection to public 
proceedings. 


i 
Of Studies. 


COTUDIES ſerve for Delight, for Orna- 
ment, and for Ability. Their chief uſe for 
Delight is in Privateneſs and Retiring z for Or- 
nament is in Diſcourſe; and for Ability, is in the 
Judgment and Diſpoſition of Brifinels. For ex- 
pert men can exccute, and perhaps judg of par- 
ticulars one by one 3 but the general Counſels, 
and the Plots, and Marſhalling of Aﬀairs, come 
beſt from thoſe that are Learned. To ſpend too 
much time in Stzdjes is ſloth 3 to uſe them too 
much' for Ornament is affecation z to make 
Judgment wholly by their Rules is the humour 
of a Scholar. They perte& Nature,and are perte- 
cted by experience; for Natural Abilities are 
like Natural Plants, that need Proyning by Stu- 
dy, and Studies themſelves do give forth Dirccti- 
ons too much at large, except they be bounded 
in by experience. Crafty men contemn Studies, 
Simple men admire them, and Wiſe men - uſe 
them: For they teach not their own uſe, but 
that is a Wiſdom without them . and above 
them, won by Obſervation. Read not to Con- 
tradi and Confute, nor to believe and take for 
granted, nor to find Talk and Diſcourſe, but 
toweigh and conſider. Some Books are to be 
taſted, others to be ſwallowed, and ſome few to 
| 9 1 IP 0 Ih 
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to be read only in parts 3 others to be read, by 
not curiouſly ; and ſome few to be read wholh, 
and with diligence and attention. Some Bak 
alſo may be read by Deputy, and ExtraQts mat 
of them by others: But that would be only i 
the leſs important Arguments, and the meant 
ſort of Bosks, elſe diſtilled Books are like commn - 
diſtilled Waters, flaſhy things. Reading nz 


keth a full man Conference a ready man 3 an 


Writing an exact many. And therefore, if amu 
Write little, he had need have a great memon; 
if he Confer little, he had need have a pre 
wit z andif he Read little, he had need tis 
much cunning to ſcem to know that hedotindt 
Hiſtories make men Wiſe, Poets Witty, the Ms 
thematicks Subtil, Natural Philoſophy Deep, 
ral Grave, Logick and Rhetorick able to Contens 
Abeunt Studia in Mores Nay, there is no Stan 
or Impediment in the Wit, but may be wrought 
out by fit Stzdzes : Like as Dilcaſes of the Bod 
may have appropriate Exerciſes. Bowling | 
good for the Stone and Reins, Shooting forli 
Lungs and Breſt, Gentle Walking for the Sto- 
mack, Riding for the Head, and the like, 
it a mans Wit be wandring, let him Study ti 
Mathematicks;, for in Demonſtrations, if his WI 
be called away never fo little, he muſt begin? 
gain : If his Wit be not apt to diſtinguiſh or fod 
differences, let him Study the Scheol-mens MW. 
they are Cxmint ſeffores. If he be not apt to bel 
oyer matters, and to call up one thing to po 
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Of FaGion. 163 
and illuſtrateanother, let him Study the Lawyers 


Caſes 3 {o every Defect of the mind may have a 
ſpecial Receipt. 


——_— 


LL 
--Of Fa#ion. 


ANY have an Opinion not Wiſe; that 
MI for a Prince to govern his Eſtate, or for a 
great Perſon to govern his Proceedings, accor- 
ding to the reſpe& of Fadions, is a principal part 
of Policy z whereas contrariwiſe, the chicteſt 
Wiſdomis, either in ordering thoſethings which 
are General, and wherein men of ſeveral FaGi- 
ons do nevertheleſs agree or in dealing with 
correſpondence to particular perſons one by one. 
But I fay not, that the conſideration of FaGions 
is to be neglected. Mean men in their rifing 
muſt adhere, but great men that have ſtrength in 
themſelves, were better to maintain them(elves 
different and Neutral: Yet even in beginners 
to adhere ſo moderately, as he be a man of the 
one Faftion, which is molt paſſable with the 0- 


GC_— 


ther, commonly giveth beſt way. The lower 


and weaker FaGion 1s the firmer in Conjunction ; 
and it is often ſeen, that a few that are ſtiff, do 
tire out a great number that are more moderate. 
When one of the Fadhons is extinguiſhed, the 
remaining {ubdivideth : As the FaGion between 
Lacullus, and the reſt of the Nobles of the Se- 
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nate ( which they called Optimates) held out 
while againſt the FaGzon of Pompey and Ceſar 
but when the Senates Authority was pull 
pown, Ceſar and Pompey ſoon after brake, Th 
PFadion or Party of Antonixs, and OffavianuCe 
ſar, againſt Brutus and Caſſius, held out likeyi 


for a time: But when Brutus and Caſſins we: 


overthrown, then ſoon after ' Antonius and Of 
vianus brake and ſubdivided. Theſe: exampk 
are of Wars, but the ſame holdeth in privat 
Fattions : And therefore thoſe that are Second 
in FaGions, do many times, when the Fat 
ſabdivideth, prove Principalsz but many tim: 
alſo they prove Cyphers and caſhier'd. Form 
ny a-mans ſtrength is in oppoſition, and wht 
that faileth, he groweth out of uſe. It iscon 
monly ſeen, that men once placed, takein wit 
the contrary Fan to that, by which they e 
ter, thinking belike that they have their firſt fur 
and. now are ready for a new Purchaſe, Ti 
Traitor in Fa&on lightly  goeth away with it 
for when matters have ſtuck long in Ballancing 
the winning of ſome one man catteth them, and 
ne getteth all the thanks: ' The even carriagebt- 
tween two Fattions, proceedeth not always d 
moderation, but of a trueneſs to a mans { 
with end to make uſe of both. Certainly 
Haly, they hold it a little ſuſpe& in Popes, whi 
they have often in their mouth padre commuli 
and take it to.be a Sign of one that meaneth!! 
xeterall to the greatneſs of his own Houſe, King 
had need beware, how they ſide themſelves, in 
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make themſelves as of a Fad&on or Party - for 
Leagues within the State are ever pernicious to 
Monarchies 3 for they raiſe an Obligation, Para. 
mount to Obligation of Soveraignty, and make 

the King , Tanquam unus ex nobjs , as was to be 
ſeen in 'the League of France. When PFaGions 


are carried too high, and too violently, it is a 


ſign of weakneſs 'in Princes, and much to the 
prejudice both of their Authority and Buſineſs, 
The motions of Fa#ions under Kings, ought to 
be like the motions ( as the Aſtronomers ſpeak ) 
of the Inferior Orbs, which may have their pro- 
Per motions, but yet ſtill are quietly carried by the 
higher motion of Primum Mobile. 


AY 
Lt 


LII. 
Of C eremonies and Reſpefts. 


E that is only real, had need have excee- 

ding great parts of Vertue as the Stone 
had need to be rich, that is ſet without foil. But 
it a man mark it well, it is in praiſe and com- 
mendation of men, as it is in gettings and gains : 
For the Proverb is true, That light gains makes 
heavy purſes; for light gains come thick, whereas 
great come but now and then. So it is true, that 
{mall matters win great Commendation, becauſe 
they are continually in uſe, and in note; where- 
as the occaſion of any great vertue cometh but 
en rcltivals. Therefore it doth much add to a 
| Ro PE ONE | mans 
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mays Reputation, and 1s, (as Queen Iſabellaſzig} 
Like perpetual Letters Commendatory, to have goy 


forms. To attain them, it almoſt ſutkceth noty 


deſpiſe them 3 for {o ſhall a man obſerve themi; 
others: And let him truſt himſelf with the i 
For if he labour too mach to expreſs them; h 
{hall loſe theix Grace, which 1s to be Natur 
and Unafteqed. Some mens behaviours lik 
Verſe, wherein every Syllable is meaſured. Hy 
can a man comprehend great matters, thatbr 
keth his mind too much to ſmall obſervation! 
Not to uſe Ceremontes at all, is to teach oth 
not to ule them again; and ſo diminiſh reſet 
himſelf: eſpecially, they arenot to be omittedtt 
ſtrangers, and formal Natures: But the dyt 
ling upon them, and exalting them above th 
Moon, is not only tedious, but doth diminil 
the faith and credit of him that ſpeaks, Ai 
certainly, there is a kind of conveying of 
Ctual and imprinting Paſſions amongſt Conyt 
ments, which is of ſingular uſe, if a man canlt 
upon it. Amongft a mans Peers, a man (hal 
be ſure of familiarity 3 and therefore it is poo 
a little to keep State. Amongſt a mans Inf 
ors, one ſhall be ſure of Reverence; and ther 
fore it is good a little to be familiar. He tii 
15 too much in any thing, ſo that he giveth and 
ther occaſion of Socicty, maketh himſelf cheap 


| To apply ones ſelf to others is good, fo it ® 


with Demonftration, that a man doth it upon 
gard, and not upon facility, It is a good Fit 


cept generally in ſeconding another, yet to add 
ſomewht 


- ———————— 


{omewhat of ones own : As if you would grant 
his opinion, let it be with ſome diftinQion; if WRIPM 
you will follow his Motion, Ict it be with Condi- | i WAA 
tion 3 if you allow his Counſe], let it be with al- RE RF RY 
ledging further Reaſon. Men had need beware, 
how they be too perfect in Complements : for 
be they never {o ſuthcient otherwiſe, their enviers 
will be ſure to give them that Artribute, to the 
diſadvantage of their greater Vertues, It is loſs 
alſo in buſineſs, to be too full of reſpeFs, or to 
be too curious in obſerving Times and Oppor- 
tunities. Solomon faith, He that confidereth the 
Wind ſhall not ſow, and hethat looketh tothe Clouds 
ſhall not reap. A wile man will make more op- 
portunities than he finds. Mens Behaviour 
{ſhould be: like their Apparel, not too Strait, 


or point device, but free for Exerciſe or Mo- 
tion. 


—_—_— 
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LIIL 
Of Praiſe. 


RATSE is the Reflection of Vertue, but 
| it is as the Glaſs or Body which giveth the 
| Reflection. If it be from the common People, 
It is commonly falle and naught, and rather fol- 
, toweth vain Perſons than vertuous. For the 
, common People underſtand not many excellent 
, Vertues: the Joweſt vertues draw praiſe from 
1; FEhein, the middle vertues work in them Aftoniſh- 
t 7 mene 
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ment or Admiration, but of the higheſt vert 


Ef f 


th 


they have no ſenſe or perceiving at all but ſhey, 


and Species virtutibus ſimiles (erve beſt with then 
Certainly fame is like a River, that bearethy 
things kght and ſwoln , and drowns thing 
weiglity and ſolid : But if Perſons of Qual 
and Judgment concur, then it 1s, ( as the Sy 
pture ſaith ) Nomen bonam inſtar unguenti fragns 
ti5, Itfilleth all round about, and will not ea 
ly away: For the Odours of Oyntments a 
more durable than thoſe of Flowers. Thereh 
{o many falſe points of praiſe that a man my 
juſtly hold it a ſuſpect. Some praiſes proce 
meerly of Flattery, and if he be an ordinar 
Flatterer, he will haye certain common Att 
butes, which may ſerve every man : If hebr: 
cunning Flatterer, he will follow the Arch Fl 
terer, which is a mans {elf; And wherein a ma 
thinketh beſt of himſelf, therein the Flatter 
will uphold him moſt 3 but if he be an impuden 
Flatterer, look wherein: a man is conſcious t 
himſelf that he is moſt Defe&ive and is moſtout 
of Countenance in himſelf, that will the Flat- 
terer Entitle him to perforce, Spreta Conſcimtia 
Some praiſes come of good wiſhes and reſpe&, 
which is a form due in Civility to Kings ant 
great Perſons, Laudando precipere, when by tt 


ling men what they are, they repreſent to then! 
what they ſhould be. Some men are praiſed m+ 
liciouſly to their hurt, thereby to ſtir envyand 
jealoutte towards them, Peſſimum genus inimicorum 
/audentinm.jnſomuch as it wasa Proverb amoypl 
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the Grecians, that he that was praiſed to his hurt 
ſhould have a puſh riſe upon his Noſe as we fay, 
That a bliſter will riſe #pon ones Tongue that tell a 
lye. Certainly moderate praiſe, uſed with op- 
portunity, and not vulgar, is that which doth 
the good. Solomon faith, He that praifeth his 
friend aloud, riſing early, it ſhall be to him no better 
than a Curſe. Too much magnifying of man 
or matter, doth irritate contradiction, and pro- 
cure envy and ſcorn. Topraiſe a mans {elf can- 
not be decent, except it be in rare caſes 3 but to 
traiſe a mans Office or Profeſſion, he may do it 
with good Grace, and with a kind of Magnant- 
mity. The Cardinals of Rome, which are LIhe- 
ologues, and Fryers, and School-men have a 
Phraſe of notable contempt and ſcorn towards 
civil buſineſs: For they call all Temporal buft- 
nels, of Wars, Embaſlages, Judicature, and other 
employments, Shirreri, which is Vnder-Sheriffries, 


as if they were but matters for Under-Sherifts 


and Catchpoles: though many times thoſe Vn- 
der-Sheriffries do more good than their high ſpe- 
culations. Saint Paxl, when he boaſts cf him- 
(lf, he doth oft interlace 3 T fpeak like a Fool; 
but ſpeaking of his Calling, he ſaith, Magnifico- 


Apoſtolatum meum. 
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LIV. 
Of Vain Glory. 


T was prettily deviſed of Afſop, The fly ſu 
upon the Axletree of the Chariot-Wheel, al 


ſaid, What a Duſt do T raiſe ? So are there fon 


vain Perſons, that whatſoever gocth alone, 
moveth upon greater means, if they have nent 
ſolittle Hand in it, they think it is they thata 
ry it, They that are glorious, mult needs befs 


ious for all bravery ftands upon compari 


They mult needs be violent, to make good thi 
own vaunts. Neither can they be. ſecret, al 
therefore not effectual; but according to ti 
French Proverb, Beaucoup de Bruit, pert de Fri 
Much Bruit, little Fruit. Yet certainly ther! 
uſe of this Quality in Civil Aﬀairs. Where tit 
is an opinion and fame to be created, citherd 
vertue or greatneſs, theſe men are good Trut 
petters. Again, as Titus Livins noteth in (6 
cale of Antichus, and the Ztolians, The an 
Jometimes great effe&s of croſs Lies : As if ami 
that Neyotiates between two Princes, to dr 


them tojoyn in a War againſt the third, doth , 


tol the forces of either of them above mealutt 
the one to the other : And ſometimes he ti 


deals between man and man, raiſeth his 
credit with both. by pretending greater Inter 


than he hath in cithers Ang in theſe and 5 
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Of Vain Glory. 191 


fike kinds, it often falls out, that ſomewhat is 
produced of nothing : For Lies are ſufficient to 
| breed Opinion, and Opinion brings on Sub- 
france. In Military Commanders and Soldiers, 
Vain Glory is an cfſential Point : For as Iron ſhax- 
pens Iron, ſo by Glory one Courage ſharpeneth 
another. In Caſes of great Enterpriſe , upon 
Charge and Adventure, a Compolition of Glo- 
rious Natures doth put Life into Buſineſs 3 and 
thoſe that are of {olid and ſober Natures have 
more of the Ballaſt than of the Sail. In Fame 
of Learning the Flight will be flow, without 
ſome Feathers of Oſftentation. ©wi de contemnen- 
da Gloria Libros ſcribunt, Nomen ſuum inſcribunt. 
Socrates, Ariſtotle, Galen, were men full of Often- 
zation. Certainly Vain Glory helpeth to perpetu- 
ate a mans memory z and Vertue was never fo 
beholden to Human Nature, as it received his 
ducat the Second Hand, Neither had the Fame 
of Cicero, Seneca, Plinius Secundus born her Age 
fo well, if it had not been joyned with fomeVa- 
atyin themſelves; like unto Varniſh, that makes 
Cielings not only ſhine, but laft. But all this 
While, when I ſpeak of Vain Glory, I mean not 
, © that property that Tacitzs doth attribute to 
, Mucianus, Omnium que dixerat, feceratque, Arte 
, radam Oftentator : For that proceeds not of Va- 
aity, but of Natural Magnanimity and Diſcreti- 
; 9: And in ſome Perſons, is not only Comely, 
1 but Gracious. For Excuſations, Ceflions, Mo- 
| defiy it ſelf well governed, are but Arts of Often- 
ty fatzon. And amongſt thoſe Arts, there is none 
ike better 
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better than that which Plnizs Secundus ſpealich 
of, which is to be liberal of Praiſe and Commen. 
dation to others, in that wherein a mans 
hath any Perfe&ion. For, faith Pliny very wit 
tily, In commending another, you do your ſelf righ; 
For be that you commend, is either Superior to yu 
in that you commend, or Inferior. If bebe Inf 
or, if he be to be commended, you much more: Th 
be Superior, if be be not to be commended, you nui 
leſs Glorions. Men. are the ſcorn of wiſe ma 
the admiration of. Fools, the Idols of Paraſis 
and the Slaves of their own Vaunts, 
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| LV. 
Of Honour and Reputation. 


Y 


x HE Winning of Honoz# is but the rev 
ing of mans Vertue and Worth with 


Diſadvantage. . For ſome in their Aonsd 


woo and affe&t Honowr and Reputation 3 whid 
fort of men are commonly much. talked of, bi 
inwardly little. admired. And ſome, contrart 


wile, darken their vertue in the ſhew of it, 


as they be undervalued in Opinion. If ami 
perform that which hath not been attemptedbt 
fore, or attempted and given over, or hath bet 
atchieved, but not with ſo good circumſtans 
he ſhall purchaſe more Honowr, than by affedtin 
a matter of greater difficulty or vertue, whe 
he is but a follower. IF a man fo temper 

Actions 


192 Sir Francis Bacons Eſſays, _ 
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Of Honour and Reputation. 1953 
Aions, as in ſome one of them he doth content 
every Faction. or Combination of People, the 
Muſick will be the fuller. A man 1s an 3ll 
Husband of his Honoxr that entreth into any 
Action, the failing wherein may diſgrace him 
more than the carrying of it through can Ho- 
nour him. > Honozxr that 1s gained and broken up- 
on another , hath the quickeſt refle&ion, like 
Diamonds cut with Faſcets. And therefore let 
a man contend to excel any Competitors of his 
in Honoxr, in out-ſhooting them, if he can, in 
their own Bow. Diſcreet Followers and Servants 

help much to Reputation : Omnis Fama & Dome- 
ſticis emanat. Envy, which is the Canker of Ho- 
nour is beſt extinguilhed by declaring a mans ſelf _ 
in his ends,rather to ſeek Merit than Fame 3 and 
by attributing a mans Succefles, rather to Divine 
Providenceand Felicity, than to his own Vertue 
or Policy. The true mar{halling of the Degrees 
of Soveraign Honour, axe thefe, In the firſt place 

_ are, Conditores Imperiorum, Founders of States and 
Commonwealths > ſuch as were Romulits, Cyrus, 
Ceſar, Ottoman, Iſmael. In the fecond- place are, 
Lepiſlatores, Law-givers which are alfo called 
Second Founders, or Perpetni Principes , becauſe* 
they govern by their Ordinances after they are 
gone 3 ſuch were Lycurgus, Solon, Fuſtinian, Ed- 
gar, Alphonſus of Caſtile the wiſe, that made the 
Stete Patridas, In the third place are Liberatores 
or Salvatoress fuch as compound the long miſe- 
ries of Civil Wars, or deliver their Countreys 
from Servitude of Strangers or Tyranfs; as Au- 
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94 SirFrancisBacon's Eſſays. 

ouſtus Ceſar, Veſpaſianus, Aurelianus, Theodoriext 
King Henry the Seventh, of England, King Hey 
the Fourth, of France. In the fourth placear 
Propagatores, or Propugnatores Imperit \uchasin 
Honourable Wars enlarge their Llerritories, 
make noble defence againſt Invaders. And inth 
laſt place are Patres Patrie, which Reign juſt 
and make the times good wherein they. lit 
Both which laſt kinds need*no Examples, thy 
are in ſuch number. Degrees of Honour inStb 
zeds are: Firſt, Participes Cnraram, tholeupn 
whom Princes do diſcharge the greatelt Wet 


_ of their Aﬀairs, their Right Hands as we al 


them. The next are Dwces Belli, Great Leutn, 
{uch as are Princes Lieutenants, and do themnv 
table Services in the Wars. The third are6 
tioft, Favourites, ſuch as need not this ſcantling, 
be Solace to the Soveraign, and harmlels totit 
People. And the fourth Negotiis Pares, {ucts 
have great places under Princes, and execut 
their places with ſufficiency. There is an Hour 
likewiſe which may be ranked amongft the grat 
eſt, which hapneth rarely, that is, of ſuch as 
crifice themſelves to Death or Danger for thc Gol. 


of their Countrey; as was M, Regulus, and-tlt 
two Decit. 
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UI: 
Of Judicature. 


UVDGES ovghttoremember, that their Of- 
J ficeis Jus dicere, and not Jus dare : To Inter- 
pret Law, and not to make Law, or give Law: 
Elſe will it be like the Authority claimed by the 
Church of Rome, winch under pretext of Expo- 
fition of Scripture, doth not ſtick to add and al- 
ter, and to pronounce that which they do not 
tnd; and by ſhew of Antiquityto introduce No» 
velty. Judges ought to be more Learned than 
Witty, more Reverend than Plaufſible, and more 
Advifed than Confident. Above all things In- 
tegrity is their Portion and proper Vertue : Crur< 
ſed ( laith the Law ) i be that removeth the Land 
Mark, The Miſlayer of a Meer-Stone is to blame 
but it is the unjuſt 7zdg that is the Capital Re- 
mover of Land-Marks, when he detineth amiſs 
of Lands and Property. One foul 'Sentence doth 
more hurt than many foul Examples 3 for theſe 
do but corrupt the Stream, the other corrupteth 
the Fountain. So faith Solomon, Fons turbatus., 
© Vena corrupta, eft Juſtus cadens in cauſa ſud 
coram Adverſario. The Ofhce of Judges may have 
reference unto the Parties that ſue, unto the Advo- 


eates that plead, unto the Clerks and Minifters of 


Juſtice underneath them, and to the Soveraign or 
$t2te above thein; BE: Tn 
Q) 2 Firſt; 
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Francis Bacon's Eſſays. 
Firſt, For the Cauſes or Parties that ſue, There 
be ( ſaith the Scripture ) that turn Fudgment iny 
Wormwood and (urely there be alſo that turn it 
into Vinegar z for Injuſtice maketh it bitter, and 
Delays make it four. The. Principal Duty of i 
Fudg is to ſuppreſs torce and fraud, whereof fore 
is the more pernicious when it is open, and fraul 
when it iscloſe and diſguiſed. Add theretocon 
tenttous Suits, which ought to be {pewed outs 
the Suxfeit of Courts. A Judg ought to prepar 
his way to a Juſt Sentence, as God uſethtopr- 
pare his way by raifing Valleys, and taking dm 
Hills : So when there appeareth on either ſi: 
an high Hand, violent Proſecution, cunning Ad: 
vantages taken, Combination, Power, Great 
Counſel, then is the vertue of a Judg ſeen, t 
make Inequality Equal, that he may plant 
Judgment as upon an even Ground, ©ui forlir 
emungit, elicit ſanguinem z and where the Wit: 
Preſs is hard wrought, it yields a harſh Wis 
that taſtes' of the Grape-Stone, FJudges mil 
beware of hard Conſtructions, and ftrained In 
terences; for there is no worſe Torture than tht 
Torture of Laws, ſpecially, in caſe of Lawspe 
nal; they ought to have care, that that whicl 
was meant for Terror, be not turned into Right 
and that they bring not upon the people tia 
Shower whereof the Scripture ſpeaketh, Phi 
ſuper eos Laqueos : for penal Laws preſſed are 
Shower of Snares upon the people. There 


Ict Penal Laws, if they have been Sleepers 0 
long, or if they be grown unfit for the preſent 
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Of Judicatnre. 
Time, be by wiſe 7dges confined in the Execu- 
tion, Fudicis Officium eſt, ut Res ita Tempora Re- 
rum, &c, In Cauſes of Life and Death, Judges 
ought ( as faras theLaw permitteth ) in Juſtice 
to remember Mercy 3-and to caſt a ſevere Eye 
upon the Example,' but a merciful eye upon the 
Perſon. | | 
Secondly, For the Advocates and Counſel that 
plead; Patience and Gravity of hearing 1s an 
eſſential part of Juſtice, and an over-ſpeaking 


Fudg is no well-tuned Cymbal. It 1s no Grace to 


a 7udg, firſt to find that which he might have 


heard in due time from the Bar, or to ſhew 


quickneſs of conceit in cutting off Evidence or 
Counſel too ſhort, or to prevent Informations 
by Queſtions though pertinent. The parts of a 
Judg in hearing are four: To direct the Evi- 
dence; To moderate length, repetition, or im- 
pertinency of Speech. - To Recapitulate, Select, 
and Collate the material Points of that which 
hath been faidz And to give the Rule or Sen- 
tence, Whatſoever is above theſe, is too much 3 
and proceedeth either of Glory and Williugneſs 
toSpeak, or of Impatience to Hear, or of Short- 
neſs ot Memaxy, or of want of a ſtayed and c- 
qual Attention, It is a ſirange thing to ſee, that 
the boldneſs of Advecates thould prevail with 
Judges, whereas they ſhould imitate Ged in 
whoſe Seat they fit, who repreſſeth the Preſumptn- 
ous, and giveth Grace to the Modeſt, But it is 
more firange, that Jzdges ſhould have noted 
Favourites 3 which cannot but cauſe multiplica- 

O 3 tion 
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tion of Fees, and ſuſpicion of By-ways. There 
is due fromthe Fudg to the Advocate ſome Con- 
mendation and Gracing, where Cauſes arewe 
handled, and fair Pleaded ; eſpecially towark 
the ſide which obtaineth not z For that upholi 
in the Client the Reputation of his Connſel, an 
beats down in him the conceit of his Cauſe, Ther 
is likewiſe due to the. pzblick, a civil Reprehenk 
on of Advocates, where there appcareth cunniny 
Counſel, groſs Neglect, ſlight Information, in 
diſcreet Prefting, or an over-bold Defence, An 
let not the Coznſel at the Barchop with the Ju; 
nor wind himſelf into the handling of the Cai 
anew, after the Judg hath declared his Sen 
tence: But on the other fide, let not the Jw 
meet the Caxſe half way, nor give occaſion i 
the Party'to fay, His Counſel or Proofs weren 
beard, 

Thirdly, For that that. concerns Clerks a 
Minifters, The Place of Fuſtice is, an Hallow 
Placez and therefore not only the Bench, but lt 
Foot-pace, and Precin&s, and Purpriſe the 
ought to be preſerved without Scandal andr 
ruption. Eor certainly Grapes ( as thexip 
ture faith ) will-not be gathered of Thorns Th 
ſtles; neither can- Fuſtice yield her Fruit W 
Sweetneſs amonglt the Briars and Brambl6! 
Catching, and Poling Clerks and Miniſters. 
Attendance of Courts is ſubje& to four bad Þ 
ſiruments : Firſt, Certain Perſons that arc {of 
ers of Suits which make the Court ſwell; 
the Country pine, The ſecond ſort is, Of Gy 
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that engage Courts in Quarrels. of Juriſdiction, 
and are not truly Amici Cure, but Paraſiti Curie, 
in puffing a Court up beyond her bounds, tor 
their own Scraps and Advantage. The third 
ſort is, Of thoſe that may be accounted the Lett 
Hands of Courts Perſons that are tull of nim- 
ble and finifter tricks and ſhifts whereby they 
pervert the plain and direct Courſes of Courts, 
and bring Juſtice into oblique Lines and Laby- 
rinths. And the fourth is, The Poller and Exa- 
Ger of Fees, which juſtifes the common refem- 
blance of the Comrts of Juſtice to the Buſh, where- 
unto. while the ſheep flies for Defence in Wea- 
ther, he is ſure to loſe part of his Fleece. On 
the other ſide, an Antzent Clerk, $kilful in Prece- 
dents, wary in proceeding, and underſtanding 
in the Byfineſs of the Coxrt, 1s an excellent Finger 
of a Coxrt, and doth many times point the way 
to the Tudg him(clt. 

Fourthly, For that which may concern the 
Soveraign and Eſtate» Judges ought above all to 
remember the concluſion of the Roman Twelve 
Tables, Salus Populi Suprema Lex; and to know, 
That Laws, except they be in order to that end, 
are but things Captious, and Oracles not well 
Inſpired. Therefore it is an happy thing in a 
State, when Kings and States do often conſult 
with 7#dges3 and again, when Jzdges do often 
conſult with the King and State : The one, when 
there is a matter of Law intervenicnt in buſineſs 
ot State 3 The other, when there is ſome conſi- 
deration of State intervenient in matter of Law. 
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200 Sir Francis Bacon's Eſſays. 
For many times the things deduced to Judgni 
may be Meum and Twuum, when the reaſon and 
conſequence thereof may Trench to point «f 
Eſtate. I call matter of Eſtate not only thepars 
of Soveraignty, but whatſoever introducethay 
great Alteration,or dangerous Precedent, or cw 
cerneth manifeſtly any great Portion of Peopk 
And let no man weakly conceive, that JuſtLas 
and true Policy have any-antipathy : Far theyar 
like Spirits and Sinews, that one moves wit 
the other. Let Judges alſo remember, That 
lomons Throne was ſupported by Lions on bat 
ſides: Let them be Lions, but yet Lions und 
the Throne z being circumſped&, that they don 
check or oppoſe any Points of Soveraignty. It 
not 7ydges alſo be ſo ignorant of their on 
right, as to think there is not left to them, «i 
Principal part of their Office, a wiſe Uſe and 
plication of Laws for they may remember wii 
the Apoſtle faith of a greater Law than the 
Nos ſcimus quia Lex bona eſt, modo quis ea ut 
tur legitime, | 
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LVII. 
Of Anger. 


þ ia ſeek toextinguiſh Anger utterly, is but 
L. bravery of the Stoicks, We have bett 
QOracles: Be angry, but fin not. Let not the Sn 
89 down upon your anger. Anger ruſt he limit 
| | | al 


-F 
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2nd confined, both in Race and Time. We 
will firſt ſpeak, how the Natural Inclination and 
Habit #o be angry, may be attempted and calmed. 
Secondly, How the particular motions of anger 
may berepreſſed, orat leaſt refrained from doing; 
miſchic6 Thirdly, How to raiſe anger, or ap- 
peale anger in another. 

For the firſt: There 1s no other way but to 
Meditate and Ruminate well upon the effe&ts of 
Anger, how it troubles mans Lite. And the beſt 
time to do this is, To look back upon Anger, 
when the fit is throughly over. Seneca faith 
well; That Anger is like Ruin, which breaks it ſelf 
por that it falls. The Scripture exhorteth us, 
To poſſeſs our Souls in patience, Whoſoever is 
out of patience, is out of Poſicſhon of his Sox). 
Men muſt not turn Bees 


—— Animaſque in vulnere ponunt, 


Anger is certainly a kind of Baſeneſs; as it ap- 
pears well in the Weaknels of thoſe Subjects 
in whom it reigns, Children, Women, Old 
Folks, Sick Folks. Only men muſt beware, that 
they carry their Anger rather with Scorn, than 
with Fear : So that they may ſeem rather to be 
above the injury, than below it, which is a thing 
calily done, if a man will give Law to himſelf 
in it, 

For the ſecond Point, The Caxſes and Mo- 
zives of Angey are chiefly three : Firſt, to be too 
ſenſible of þurt : Fox no man is Angry that feels 

not 
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not himſelf hurt 3 and therefore tender and 
licate Perſons muſt needs be often Angry: They 
have ſo 'many things to trouble them, whic 
more robuſt Natures have little fenfe of, "Th 
next is, the Apprchenſion and Conftrudtiond 
the Injury: offered,' to be in the circumſtancs 
thereof, full of contempt. -For contempt is thi 
which putteth an edg upon Anger, as much q 
more than the hurt it{&'f: And therefore when 
men are ingenious in picking, out circumſtance 
of contempt,” they do kindle their Anger mud 
Laſtly, Opinionof the touch of-a mans Repu 
tion doth multiply and ſharpen Anger : Wheran 
the remedy is, that a man ſhould have, as Gir- 
ſalva was wont te ſay, Telam Honors Crafſimm 
But in all refrainings of Anger, it 1s the beſtt: 
medy to win Time, and to-makes a mans {el 
believe that the Opportunity of his Revengts 
not yet come 3- but that he foreſecs a timefori, 
and fo to (till himſelf in the mean time, andit 
INVOICE OT. 
To contain Anger from - Miſchief, though it 
take hold ofa man, there be two things, wherd! 
you mult have ſpecial Caution : The on, 0 
extream bitterneſs of Words, eſpecially if they 
Aculeate and Proper 3 for Communia Maledill 
are nothing {o-much. And again, That in At 
ger amanreveal no Secrets ; for that makes gli 
not fit for Society. The other, That you 4 
not peremptorily break, off in any buſineſs 4 i 
of Anger 3 but howſoever you ſhew bitternels,0 


not 2c any thing that is not revocable. R 
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Of Viciſſutude of Things. 203 
For raiſing and appeaſing Anger in another : It 


is done chiefly by chaſing of Times, when men_ 


are frowardeſt and worlt diſpoled, to incenſe 
them. Again, by gathering ( as was touched 
before ) all that you can find out to aggravate 
the contempt 3 and the two remedies are by the 
contraries : The former, to take good Times, 
when firſt to relate to a manan angry bulineſs : 
For the firſt Impreſſion is much 3 and the other 
is, to ſever-as much as may be the Conſtruction 
of the Injury. from the Point of contempt 5 im- 
puting it to Miſunderſtanding, Fear, Paſſion, 
or what you will. 
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LVIIL 
Of Viciſſitude of Things. 


Go LOMON faith, There is no new thing wp- 


on the Earth, So that as Platohad an ima- 
gination, That all knowledg was but a remembrance : 
So. Solomon giveth his ſentence, That all Novelty 
# but Oblivion : Whereby you may ſee, That the 
River of Lethe- runneth-as well above ground as 
below. There is an abſtruſe Aftrologer that 
faith, If it were not for two things that are conſtant, 
( The one is, That the fixed Stars ever ſtand at like 
diſtance one from another, and never come nearet to- 
gether, nor. go further aſunder ;, the other, That the 
Diurnal Motion perpetually keepeth Time oy no Indi- 
vidual would laſt onemoment. Certain it is, That 
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204 SirFrancis Bacon s Eſſays. 
the matter is in a perpetual Flux, and nevertz 
ſtay. The great Winding-Sheets that bury 4 
things in Oblivion,are twoz Delnges and Earj. 
quakes, As for Conflagrations and great Drough, 
they do not meerly diſpeople, but deſtroy, Phy 
etons Car went but a Day : And the Three Tem: 

 Dronght, in the time of Elzas, was but partic 

Jar, and left People alive. As for the greathm 
ings by Lightnings, which are often in the 4 
Tndies, they are but narrow. But in the other 
two Deſtrudtions, by Deluge and Earthquake, it 
15 further to be noted, "That the remnant of Pev- 
ple which hap to be reſerved, are commonly ip- 
noravt and mountainous People, that cangive 
noaccount of the time paſt 3 ſo that the Oblvi 
on 1s all one, as if none had been left, It you 
confider well of the Pcople of the Weſt-Indiz 
it 1s very probable, that they are a newer or yout- 
ger People, than the People of the old Worl 
And it is much more likely, that the deſtruction 
that hath heretofore been there, was not bj 
Earthquakes, ( as the Egyptian Prieſt told So 
concerning the Iland of Atlantis, That it ms 
ſwallowed by an Earthquake ) but rather, itws 
Deſolated by a particular Delwge : For Eat 
quakes are ſeldom in thoſe Parts. But on tie 
other fide, they have ſuch porring Rivers, astit 
Rivers of Afia, and Afﬀrick,, and Emrope, avcbit 
Brooks to them. Their Andes likewiſe, or Mour 
tains, are far higher than thoſe with usz where) 
it ſeems, that the Remnants of Generations 


Men were in ſuch a particular Deluge ſaved. 8 
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Of Viciſſutude of Things. 205 


for the obſervation that Machiavel hath; That the 
Fealouſie of Sets doth much extinguiſh the me- 
mory of things3 traducing Gregory the Great, 
that he did what in him lay to extinguiſh all Hea- 
then Antiquitics, I donot find that thoſe Zeals 


do any great Effects, nor laſt long 3 as it appea- 


red in the Succeſſhon of Sabinian, who did revive 
the former Antiquities, 
The Viciſſitude or Mutations 1n the Superior 


Globe, are no fit matter for this preſent Argu-: 


ment. It may be Plato's Great Tear, if the 
World ſhould Jaſt fo long, would have ſome cf- 
fect 3 not in renewing the State of like Indivi- 
duals, ( for that in the Fume of thoſe, that con- 
ccive the Celeſtial Bodies have more accurate In- 
fluences upon theſe things below, than indeed 
they have ) but in Groſs. Comets out of que- 
ſtion have likewiſe Power and EffeQ over the 
Groſs and Maſs of things : But they are rather 
gazed upon, and waited upon in their Journey, 
than wiſcly obſerved in their Effe&ts, eſpecially 
in their reſpe&ive Effects; thatis, What kind 
of Comet for Magnitude, Colour, Verſion of the 


Beams, placing in the Region of Heaven, or laſt- 


ing, produceth what kind of effects. 

There is a Toy which I have heard, and I 
would not have it given over, but waited upon 
a little. They ſay it is obſerved in the Low- 
Countreys, (I know not in what part) That cve- 
ry five and thirty Years, the ſame kind and ſuit 
of Years and Weathers comcs about again, as 
great Froſis, great Wet, great Droughts, warm 

Winters, 
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206 SirFrancis Bacon's Eſſays. 
Winters, Summers with little Heat, and thelike; 
and they call it the Prime, It is a thing I dog 
ther mention, becauſe computing backwatds, [ 
have found {ome concurrence. ED 
But to leave theſe points of Nature, and cone 
to men. The greateſt Viciſſitude of things among 
men, is, The Viciſitude of Sefs and Religim: 
For thoſe Orbs rule in mens minds moſt, Th 
true Religion is built upon the Rock, the eſta 
tolt upon the Waves of Time. To ſpeak ther 
fore of the Cauſes of new Secs, and to give fon 
Counſel concerning them,” as far as the weaknt 
of Human Judgment can give ſtay to 0 gr 
Revolutions. AE 
When the Religion formerly received, is tet 
by Diſcords 3 and when the Holineſs of thePs 
teffors of Religion is decayed, and full of Scandl 
and withal the Times be Stupid, Ignorant, a 
Barbarons, you may doubt the ſpringing upd! 
new Se, if then allo there ſhould ariſe any 
travagant and ſtrange Spirit to make himſelfA 
thor thereof : All which points held, whe 
bomet publiſhed his Law. If a ner Sed haven 
two properties, fear it not z for it willnot ſpread 
The one is, The Supplanting or the Oppolit 
ot Authority eſtabliſhed': For nothing is ms 
popular than that. The other is, The g1ivIli 
Licence to pleaſures and Voluptuous Life; I" 
as for Speculative Hereſies, ( ſuch as were in Bt 
cient Times the Arrians, and now the Armit 
ans ) though they work mightily upon me" 


Wits, yet they do not-produce any great _ 
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Of Viciſſutude of Things. 207 
ton in States, except it be by the help of Civil 
Occaſions. There be three manner of Plantati- 
ons of new Sefs, By the Power of Signs and 
Miracles, by the Eloquence and iſdom of Speech 
and Perſwaſion, and by the Sword 3 tor Martyr- 
doms., 1 reckon them amongſt Miracles, becauſe 
they ſeem to exceed the {trength of 'Human Na- 
ture: And I may do the like of Sz#perlatve and 
Admirable Holineſs of Life. Surely there is no 
better way to ſtop the riſing of new Sefs and 
Sebiſms, than to reform abuſes, to compound 
the ſmaller differences, to proceed mildly, and 
not with Sanguinary perſecutions; and rather 
totake off the principal Authors by winning and 
advancing them, than to cnrage them by vio-« 
lence and bitterneſs. = oy 

The Changes and Vicifitude in Wars are ma- 
ny, but chiefly in three.things: In the Seats or 
Stages of the War; 'in the Weapons, and in the 
manner of the Condug. Wars in Ancient Time; 
{cemed more to move from Eaft to Weſt: For 
the Perſians, Afſyrians, Arabians, Tartars, (which 

| Ae the Invaders) were all Eaſtern People. It 
| Btrue, the Gals were Weſtcrn, but we read but 
| of two Incurfions of theirs, the one to Gallo- 

- Grecia, the other to Rome. But Eaſt and eff 
have no certain Points of Keaven, and no more 

yg fave the arg, either from the Eaſt or Weſt any 

+ <rtainty of Obſervation. But North and South 

4, Ac tixed, and it hath ſeldom or never been ſeen, 

x "at the far Southern People have invaded the 

+ Northern, but contrariwiſe. Whercby it is ma- 

100 | niteft, | 
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ſpect of the Stars of that Hemiſphere, or of th, * 
great Continents that are upon the North, whe: 
as the South Part, for ought that is known, i. 
almoſt all Sea 3 or ( which is moſt apparent) 
of the Cold of the Northern Parts, which is tha - 
which without Aid of Diſcipline doth make th 
bodies hardeſt, and the Courages warmeſt, 
Upon the Breaking and Shivering of a gre 
| Stateand Empire, you may be ſure to have 
For great Empires, while they ſtand, do ene: 
vate and deltroy the forces of the Natives whid- 
they have ſubdued, reſting upon their own Pro 
ting forces 3 and then when they fail allo, a 
goes to ruin, and they become a Prey, So w 
itin the decay of the Roman Empires and lik 
wiſe in the Empire of Almain, after Charlesti 
Great, every Bird taking a Father, and werend 
unlike to befall to Spain, if it ſhould break, Ti 
great Acceſſions and Unions of Kingdoms do lik 
wiſe ſtirup Y/ars. For when a State grow 
an Over-power, it is like a great flood that il 
be ſure to over-flow. Asit hath been ſeenintit 
States of Rome. Turkge, Spain, and others. 
when the World hath feweſt barbarow Paſt 
but ſuch as commonly will not marry or geit 
rate, except they know means to live 3 ( 451! 
almoſt every where at this day, except 7: artat)} 
there is no danger of Inundations of Peoplcz vl 
when there be great Shoals of People, whictf 


on to populate without foxeſceing means of w 
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| 
| 
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Of Viciſſitudeof Things. 209 
and Suſtehtation, it is of neceflity that once in 
an Ageor two, they diſcharge a Portion of theit 
People upon other Nations, which the ancient 
Northern People were wont to do by Lot, caſting 
Lots what part ſhould tay at home, -and what 
ſhould ſeek their fortunes, When a Varlike State 
orows Soft and Efferrinate, they may be (ure of 
a Wa#; fot commonly ſuch States are grown 
rich.in the time of their Degenerating, and ſo | 
the Prey inviteth, and their decay in valour en- 
courageth a War. | | ; 

As for the Weapons, it hardly falleth under 
Rule and Obſervation 3 yet we fee even they 
have Retarns and Viciſitudes. For certain it is, 
that Ordnance was known in the City of the Oxy- 
drakes in India, and was that which the. Macedo- 
mians called Thunder and Lightning,and Magick. 
And it is well known, that the uſe of Ordnance 
hath been in China above 2000 years, The Con- 
ditions of Weapons, and their improvement are z 
Firſt, The fetching afar off 3, for that out-runs 
the danger, as it is ſeen in Ordnance and Muckets. 
decondly, The ſtrength of the Pexcuſhon,where- 
In likewiſe Ordnance do exceed all Arietations, 
and ancient inventions. The third is, The com- 
modious uſe of them 3 as that they may ſerve in 
all Weathers, that the Carriage miy be light and 
manageable, and the like. . | 

For the ConduF of the War at the firſt men 
relted extreamly upon Number, they did put the 
Wars likewiſe upon main Force and Valour, poin- 
fing days for pitched fields, and fo trying, it out 

7 i upon 
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210 Sir Francis Bacon's E/ſags. 


upon an even match , and they were more ipng 
rant in Ranging and Arraying their Battles, Af, 


ter they grew to reſt upon Nzmber, rather Con 
petent than Vaſt,they grew to advantages of Plu 
Cunning Diverſions, and the ke 3 and they gr 


more $kilful in the ordering of their Battles, 


In the Youth of a State Arms do Aouriſh; j 
the middle Age of a State Learning, and then hi 


of them together for a time : In the declinny 4x 
of a State, Mechanical Arts and Merchauiz * 


Learning hath his Infancy when it 1s but bei 
nivg, and almoſt Childiſh3 then his Youth wk 
It is Luxuriapt and- Juvenile 3 then his fret 
of years, when it is ſolid and reduced 3 andhli 
his 014 Age 3 when it waxeth dry and cxhai 
But it 1s not good to look too long upon tht 
turnivg Wheels of Viciſſitude, leſt 'we ben 
giddy. As for the Philology of them, thatiby 
a Circle of Tales, and therefore not fit fort 
Writing, 
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A Fragment of an Eſſay of Fam. 


HE Poets make Fame a Monſter. Theyd 
| (cribe her in Part, finely and elegant 
avd in part grayely and ſententiouſly, Ti 
lay, look how many Feathers ſhe hath, ſoma 
Eyes ſhe hath underneath : ſo many. tongs! 


lo many Voices 3 ſhe pricks up ſo many 0 
; : | : þ 
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Of Fame.  - 211 

This is a flouriſh : There follow excellent Pa” 
ables; as that (he gathereth ſtrength in going 5 
that ſhe goeth upon the ground, and yet hideth 
her head in the Clouds. That in the day-time 
ſhe fitteth in a Watch-Tower, and flicth moſt by 
night : That ſhe mingleth things done, with 
things not done: And that the 1s a terror to 
oreat Cities : But that which paſleth all the reſt 
is: they do recount that the Earth, Mother of 
the Gyants, that made War againſt 7repiter, and 
were by him deſtroyed, thereupon, in anger, 
brought forth Fame : For certam it is, that Re- 
bels hgured by the Gyants and” Seditious Fames, 
andLibels, are but Brothers and Siſters Maſcu- 
line and Feminine, But now: 1f a man can tame 
this Monfter, and brivg her-to feed at the hand, 
and govern her, and'with her flye other ravening; 
Fowl, and. kill them, it is fomewhat worth. But 
we are intccted/ with the ſtile of the Poets, To 
ipeaknow ina ſad and ſerious tnanner: There 

. b not in all the politicks, a Place leſs handled; 
' and more worthy to be handled, than this of 
Fame, Wewill therefore ſpeak of theſe points. 
What arefalſe Fames 3 and what axe true Fames 3 
and how. they may. be beſt diſcerned; how Fames 
may be ſown and raiſed; how- they nuy- be 

& ipread and multiplied; and how: they- may-be 
iſ" checked and laid dead : And other things con- 
| Cerning, the Nature of Fame: Fame is of that 
| torce.as there is ſcarcely any great Action where- 
” it hath not a great part, eſpecially in the War. 
*, Mucianus andid Vitellins by a Fame that he (cats 
'hilb P 2 tered 5 
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tered 3, that Vitellins had in purpoſe to remore | 
the Legions of $ 'yria into Germany : and the Lis 
otons of Germany into Syria : whereupon the Ly. 
gions of Syria were infinitely inflamed. Fuliy 
Ceſar took Pompey unprovided, and layed aſt 
his induſiry and preparations, by a Fame that lx; 
cunningly gave out 3 how Ceſars own Soldies 
loved him not; and being wearied with theWar 
and laden with the ſpoils of Gaz], would forlak: 
him as ſoon as he came into Traly. Livia ſeth! 
all things for the Succeſſion of her Son Tir, 
by continual giving out, that her Husband 4s 
ſts was upon recovery and amendment. Ant 
It is an uſual thing with the Baſhaws, to concel 
the Death of the great Tzrk from the Jarizari 
and men of War, to fave the Sacking of Caiſu 
tinople, and other Towns, as their manners 
Themiſtocles made Xerxes, King, of Perſu ju 


: 


apaceout of Grecta, by giving out that thebr, 


« 


czans had a purpoſe to break his Bridg of Sip 
which he had made athwart Helleſpont. Tit 
be a thouſand ſuch like Examples z and them" 
they are, the leſs they need to be repeated; bt 
cauſe a man meeteth with them every wit 
Therefore, let all wife Governoxrs have 25g 
watch and care over Fames, as they have of i 
AZions and Deſigns themſelves. | 


The reſt was not finiſhed. 


DO GR a as. oa 


Fe CAS AR was partaker at firſt 


—_ 


ts A Civil Chara@er of Julius Ceſar. 


of an exerciſed Fortune z which turned to 
his benefit: For it abated the haughtineſs of his 


' ſpirit, and whetted his Induſtry. He had a 


Mind.turbulent in his Defires and Aﬀections 3 but 
in his judgment and underſtanding very ſerene 
and placid: And this appears by his caſie delive- 


ances of himſelf, both in his Tranſactions and 
in his Speech. For no man ever reſolved more 


ſwiftly, or ſpake more perſ{picuouſly and plainly. 
There was nothing forced or difticult in his ex- 
preſſions. But in his will and appetite; he was 
of that Condition, .that he never reſted in thoſe 
things he had gotten 3 but till thirſted and pur- 
lucd after new 3 yet ſo, that he would not ruſh 
into new Afﬀairs raſ{hly, but ſettle and make an 
end. of the former, before he attempted freſh 
Actions. So that he would put a ſeaſonable pe- 


riod to all his Undertakings. And therefore, 


though he won many Battels in Spain, and weak- 


ned their: Forces by degreesz yet he would not 


give.over, nor deſpiſe the Reliques of the Civil 
Var there, till he had ſeen all things compoſed : 


\ - Butthen affoon as that was done, and the State 


| 


(ctled, inſtantly he advanced. in his Expedition 
againſt the Parthians. Te Fan 
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'tohis Ends, he was till proſperous, and pr 
vailed in his Purpoſes; Infomuch, that nei 
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214 &S7rFrancis Bacon's Eſſays, 

He was, no doubt, of a very noble Mint; 
but.yet ſuch as aimed more at his particular dl; 
vancement, than at any Merits for the Com 
Good, For he referred all things to Hinſd| 


and -was the true and perfe& Center of all li 
Adions. By which means, being lo faſt ty 


Country, nor Religion, nor good Twrns donehin 
nor Kindred, nor Friendſhip diverted his lpp 
-tite, nor bridled him from purſuing his-on' 
Ends. Neither was he much inclined to an 
of Peypetuity; For he eſtabliſhed nothing forth 
future; he founded no ſumptuous Building! 
He procuyed to be ena&ted no wholſomLon 
but &i-1 minded himſelf: and ſo his thouki 
were contined within the Circle of his on 
Lite, He ſonght indeed after Fame andRyt 
tation, becauſe he thought they might be pi 
table to his Deſigns: Otherwiſe, in his in 
thoughts he propounded to himſelf rather 4 
ſoluteneſs of Power, than Honour and Fat 
For as for Honour and Fame, he purſue 
after them for themſelves; but becauſe tit 
were -the Infiruments of Power and Great 


And therefore he was.carried on through a 


tural Inclination, not by any Rules that he 
leaned, to affect the ſole Regiment 3 andul 
-t0.enjoy the ſame, than to ſeem worthy of it. 
by this means he won much Reputationamay 
the People, who are no valuers of true Wo 


But amongſt the Nobility and great Men, ; 
| 
TEES SE 5 
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- Of Julins Ciſar. 2I5 
were tender of their own-Honours; 1& procured 
him no' more than this, that he incurred! the 
Brand of ar Ambitious and Daring Man. _ 
Neither did' they much err from: the Trath 
who thought him lo 3; for he was by Nature Ca. 
cecding, bold and never did put on any ſhew 
of Modeſty, except it were for {ome purpoſes, 
Yet notwithſtanding; he ſo attempered his Bold- 
neſs, that it neither impeached him of Raſh- 
neſs; nor was burthenſome to men 3 nor ren- 
dred his Nature ſuſpe&Hted, but was conceived to 
flow out of an Innate Sincerity and freeneſs of 
Behaviourz and the' Nobility of his Bi#th: And 
in all other things he paſſed, not for a Crafty and 
Deceitful Perſon , but for an open-hearted and 
plain-dealing man. And whereas he was indeed 
an Arch- Politician, that could counterfeit and 
difſembleſufficiently well and was wholly com- 
pounded of Frauds and Deceits >, fo that there 
was nothing, ſincere in him, but all Artificial 3 
yet he covered, and diſguiſed himſelf fo, that 
no ſuch Vices appeared to the Eyes of the World ; 
but he was generally reputed to. proceed plainly 
and uprightly with- all men. Howbeit, he did 
not ſtoop to any petty and mean Artifices, as they 
do, which are ignorant in State-Employments 3 
and depend not {fo much upon the Girength of 
their own Wits, as upon the Connſels and Brains 
of others, to ſupport their Authority z for he 
was $killedin the Turnings of all Human Afairsz 
and tranſaGed all Matters,eſpecially thoſe of high 
Conſequenceby himſelf, and not by- others. _ 
P 4 He 
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216 Sir Fraxicis Bacon”: 5 - Bſiys we. 


He was ſingularly skilful to avoid Envy, nl 
found it not impertinent to his Ends, to decline 


that, though it were with ſome diminution « 


his Dignity, For aiming a at a Real power, hewz 
content to paſs by all vain Pomp and outwar 
ſhews of Power throughout his whole Lif; 


Till at the laſt, whether high-flown with th 


continual Exerciſe of Power, or corrupted wit 
Flatteries, he affe&ed the Enſigns of Power ( th 


——_—_— 


Stile and Diadem of a King) which was the Bat | 


that wrought his overthrow. 

This is true, that he harboured che thowls 
of a Kingdom! from his very youth : And herew- 
to the example of Sylla, and the Kindred of M; 
rius, and his Emulation of Pompey y, and the Cy 


ruptionand Ambition of the Times, did prick hin} 


forward : But then he paved his way toa Kin: 
dom, after a wonderful and firavge manner. & 
firſt; by a Popular and Seditions Power, afte 
wards by a Military Power, and that of a Gepei| 
mm War. 'For thete was required to effect h 
Ends; Firſt,, That he ſhould break the Pow! 
and Amthority of the Senazez - which, as longs 
it ſtood firm, was adverſe, ;and an hindrance, 
that no man could climb to  Soveraigntyand In- 
perial Command. Then the Power of Crawl 
Pompey was to be ſubdued and quelled , whid 
could not be done otherwiſe, than by Arm. 
And therefore ( as the moſt Cunning Contri 
he laid his firlt *oundatio 


py rencWing the ms of Cains Marius, j 
"bi 


| 
| 
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© Of Fulims Cafar. 217 


his party For moſt of the Senators and Nobility 


were of Sylla's Fadion: By the Law of diſtri- 
buting the Fields amongſt the Common People : 
By the ſedition of the Tribunes , where he was 


' the Arthor : By the madneſs and fury of Catiline, 


and the Conſpirators, unto which Action he {c- 
cretly blew the coals ! By-the Baniſhment of Cice- 
ro, which was the greateſt Blow, to the authority 
of the Senate, as might bez and ſeveral cther 
the like 4rts : But moſt of all by the ConjunGion 
of Craſſus and Pompey, both hetwixt themſelves, 
and with him; which was the thing that finiſhed 
the work. 

Having, accompliſht this part, he betook him- 
{elf to the other which was to make uſe of, and 
to enjoy. his power. For being made Proconſul of 
Francefor five years3 and afterwards continuing, 
it for hive years more z he furniſhed himſelf with 
Arms and Legions, and the power of a Warlike 
avd Opulent Province 3 as was formidable to 
Italy. EE TR 
Neither was he ignorant, that after he had 
firengthened himſclt with Arms, and a Military 
Power, neither Craſſus nor Pompey could ever be 
able to bear up againſt himz whereof the one 
truſted to his great Riches, the other to his Fame 
and Reputation 3 the one decayed through Age, 
the other in Power and Authority : And neither 
of them were grounded upon true and laſtin 
Foundations. And the rather, for that he had 
obliged all the Senators and Magiſtrates : And in 


a word all thoſe that had any power in the Com- 
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openly invaded the Imperial Power. 


removed out of the way . by the ſtroke of Peat; 
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218 Sir Francis Bacon's Eſſays, 

mon-wealth, fo firmly to himſelf, with private 
benefits; that he was fearle[s of any Combination 
or Oppoſition againſt his Defigns, till he ha 


Which thing, though he always bare in hj 
Mind, and at the laſt a&ted it, yet he did rt 
lay down his former perſon : but coloured thing] 
ſo; that what with the reaſonableneſs of his De: 
mands, what with his pretences of Peace, ant 
what with the moderate ufe of his Succefſes,ht 
turned'all the exvy of the Adverſe Party,and ſeen- | 
ed to take up Arms upon necelhity for his om. 
preſervation and ſafety. But the falſeneſsofths 
pretence manifeſtly appeared 3 inaſmuch a foon; 
after having obtained the Regal Power, all Ci 
Wars being appeaſed, - and all his Rzvals and0y 
pofites, which might put him to any fear, bciry 


notwithſtanding he never thought of reſigniy, 
the Repwblicks no, nor ever made any ſhewd 
offer of reſigning the ſame. Which ſhewe! 
plainly, that his ambition of being a Kg ws 
ſztled in him, and remained with him unto'ts 
faſt breath. For he did not lay hold upon 
fions, as they hapned, but moulded and forme! 
the occaſtons, as himſelf pleaſed. 
His chief Abilities confilted in Martial Know 
tedg; in which he ſoexcelled, that he couldnt 
only lead an Army, but mould an Army to 
own liking. For he was not 'more skiltul 
managing Afﬀairs, than in winning of Hearts 
Neither-did he affe& this by any ordinary vey 
| ping! 
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mands3 or by ſtriking, a ſhame into them to dif- 

obcy, or by carrying, a ſevere lerflly fi them: 
l 


But by ſuch a way 25 did wonder 
alacrity and chearfalneſs in them: 4nd did in 2 


ſort aſſure him of the Victory aforchand, -and 


which did oblige the Soldierto him, more than 


was fit for a Free Eſtate. Now whereas he was 


verſcd in all kinds of Martial Knowledg, and 
joyned Civil Arts, with the Arts of Far; no- 
thing came ſo ſuddenly, orfo unlooked for upon 
him , for which he had not a remedy at hand : 
And nothing was ſo adverſe, but that he could 


- pick {ſomething for his Turn and Benefit out of 


He ſtood ſufficiently upon his State and Great- 


neſs, Forin great Battels, he would fit at home 


in the Head- DQxarter, and manage all Things 
by Meſſages, which wrought him a double bene- 
ft, Firſt, that it ſecured his Perſon more, and 
expoſed him the leſs to Danger. Secondly, that 


1t at any time his Army was worſted, he could 


putnew ſpirit into them with his own preſence, 
and the Addition of freſh Forces, and turn- the 
Fortune of the Day. In the conducting of his 
Wars, he would not only follow former Prece- 
dents, but he was able to deviſe and purſue:new 
Stratagems, according, as: the accidents-and:occa- 
hons required, 


He was conſtant, and ſingularly kind, and 


indulgent in his Friendſhips contracted. Not- 
withftandin g, he made choice of ſuch Friends, 


as 


219 


pline, as by inuring them to fulh] all his com» 


ly ſtir up an' 
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220 Yr Francis Bacon's Eſſays. 
as 4 man might eaſily ſee, that he choſe them 
rather to be Inſtruments to his Ends, thanforajyy | 
Good will towards them. And whereas, by 
Nature, and out of a firm Reſolution, headhe- 
red to this Principle z not to be eminent a. 
mongK Great and deſerving men 3 but to be chie | 
amongſt 'Tnferiours and Vaſſals : he choſe only 
mean and active men, and ſ{uch as to whon 
himſelf might be allin all. And hereupon grey | 
that ſaying 3 So let Czar live, though I dye, and 
other ſpeeches of that kind. As for the Nobilty 
and thoſe that were his Peers , he contracted 
Friendſhip, with ſuch of them as might be ulcful 
to him; and admitted none to his Cabinet Com 
cl, but thoſe that had their Fortunes wholly de- 
pending upon him;. TIE 
He was moderately furniſhed with good Lit 
rature, and the 4rtsz But in ſuch ſort as heap 
plied his skill therein to Civil Policy, For h 
was well 'read in Hiſtory : and was expert in 
Rhetorick,, and the Art of Speaking. And bt 


' 
' 


cauſe he attributed much.to his good Stars, bt | 


| 
| 


would pretend more than an. ordinary Knov- ' 
ledg in Aſtronomy. As for Eloquence, and 
prompt Elocution, that was Natural to him and | 
pure. | ns A 
| He was diſfolute, and propenſe to Voluptunſ- 
neſs and Pleaſures, which ſerved well at tirltfot | 
a Cover to his Ambizion. For no man. would 
imagine, that a man ſo.looſely given could har 


bour any Ambitious 'and Vaſt Thoughts in» 
Heart. Notwithſtanding, he fo pore, 
ee 
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Of Auguſt Ceſar. 221 
Pleaſures, that they were no hindrance, either 
to his profit, or to his buſineſs: And they did 
rather whet, than dull the vigour of his Mind. 
He was Temperate at his Meals 3 free from Nice- 
neſs and Curioſity in his Luſts3 pleaſant and Mag- 
nificent at publick Interludes. 

Thus being accompliſhed, the ſame thing was 
the Means of his down-fall at laft ; which in his 
- Beginnings was a ſtep to his Riſe, I mean his 
Afﬀedation of Popularity. For nothing 1s more 
popular, than to forgive our Enemies., Through 


which , cither YVertue or Cunning , he loſt his 
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CEL. 
A Civil Chara@er of Anguſtus Ceſar. 


ACDHIEVR CASAR (if everany 
Mortal Man ) was endued with a great- 
neſs of Mind, undiſturbed with Paſſions, clear and 
well ordered ; which is evidenced by the High 
Atchievments which he performed in his early 
youth. For thoſe perſons which are of a tur- 
bulent Nature or Appetite, do commonly paſs 
their youth in many Errors and about their 
middle, and then and not before, they ſhew forth 
their PerfeGions 3 but thoſe that are of a ſedate 
andcalm Nature, may be ripefor great and glo- |; 
rions Actions in their youth. And whereas the 
 Facwlties of the Mind, no leſs than the Parts and 
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Members of the Body, do conſiſt and flouriſhin a 
050d temper of Health, and Beauty, and $ trength, | 
So he was 1n the ſtrength of the Mind, inferig 
to his Uncle F#lizs 3 but in the Health and Bray 
ty of the Mind, ſuperior. 
an unquict and uncompoled Spirit ( as thoſ: | 
who are troubled with the Falling Sickneſs, fa | 
the molt part are, ) notwithſtanding he carried 
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ſtus, as a man {ober, and mindful of his Mortal 
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Sir Francis Bacon's Eſſays. 


For 7ulius being d 


F 


on his own ends with much Moderation and 
Difcretion 3 but he did not order his ends. wel, 
propounding to himſelf, vaſt and high Delipn 
above the Reach of a Mortal May, But Jugs 


Yy ſeemed to propound no other.cnds to him 
than fuch as were orderly and well weighed, ant 
governed by Reaſon. For firſt he was deſiros 
indeed to have the Rule and Principality inhis 
hands 3 then he fought to appear worthy of tht 
Power which he ſhould acquire : Next, to yy 
an Hiph, Place, He'accounted! but a Traiftry 
Thing: Laſtly, He endeavoured: to do ſuch Ali 
ons, a$ Might continue his memory, and-leaveat 
Impreſſion ot his good Government to. After Att: 
And therefore, in- the beginning of his As it 
affected Power; in the middle of his Age, Hwa 
and Dignity, in the decline-of his.years, Eaſeand! 


Pleaſure, and in the end of his Life, He Ws! 


wholl y bent to Memory and Poſterity. 
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, F Adverfity. 
Of Ambition. 


Of Anger, 


Of Atheiſm. 
_ Of Beauty. _ 


Of Boldneft. 
Of Build; 
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eſwects. 
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Of Counſel. 
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Of Death. 
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Of Followers and Vrien 


Of Fortune, 
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Of Fr zendſhip. 
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THE TABLE. 


Of Goodneſs, and Goodneſs off Nature; 


Of Gardens. 
Of Great Place. 


doms and Ffi 


Of the true Greatneſs. of King 
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THE TABLE. 


Of Unity in Religion, 
Of Uſury. 


baratter of Julius Ceſar. 
A Civil Charatter of Auguſtus Ceſar. 


Of Wiſdom for a Mans Self. 
Of Youth and Ape. 
A Fragment of an Eſſay of Fame. 
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N Deliberatives, the Point 1s, what 1s 
Good, and what. is Evil; and of 
Good what is greater 3 and of Evil what 

- 1s lels. : 
$6 that the Perſuaders Labour, is to 
.make things appear Good or Evil, and 
that in higher or lower Degree 3 which 
as it may be performed by true and ſolid 
Reaſons, ſo it may be repreſented alſo by 
Colours, Popularities, and Circumſtan- 
ces, Which are of ſuch force, as they 
{way the ordinary Judgment either of a 
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weak Man, or of a wiſe Man, not fully 
and confiderately attending and ponder- 
ing the matter. Beſides their power to 
alter the nature of the Subject in appea- 
rance, and ſo to lead to Error, they are 
of no leſs uſe to quicken and ſtrengthen 
the Opinions and Perſuaſions which are 
true: for Reaſons plainly delivered, and 
always after one manner, eſpecially with 
Fineand Faſtidious Minds, enter but hea- 
| Vilyand dully ; whereas if they be vari- 
| Ed, and havemore Life and Vigour put 
 mtothem by theſe Forms and Infinuati- 
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Capita Sectionum, quz tn Box? Malique 
 Colorum Tabula continentur. 


I. Q1 caters Partes, vel See, ſe- 


4 cundas unanimiter deferunt , cunt 


ſmneule principatum (ibi vindicent, Melior 


reliquis videtur. Nam primas queque ex 


 zelo videtur ſumere, ſecundas autem ex ve- 


ro @& merito tribuere.. 
2. Cujus excellentia, vel exuperantia 
Melior ; id toto genere Melius. 

3. 210d ad Veritatem refertur, Majus 
eſt, quam quod ad Opinionem. Modus au- 
tem @* probatio ejus, quod ad Opinionem 
pertinet, hc eſt ; Quod quis, fi clam pu- 
taret fore, facturusnon eſler, 

4. Buod rem integram fervat, Bonum - 
Quod ſme receptu eſt, Malum, Nam ſe 
recipere non poſſe, impotentie genus eſt ;, po- 
tentia autem Bonum.”' | 


5. 2uod ex pluribus conſlat, &- diviſtbi- 
libus, eſt Majus, quam quod ex pancioribys, 
& Magizs Onum : Nam omnia, per partes 
conſiderata,ajora videnturs quare & plu- 
ralitas partinm Magnitudinem pre ſe fert. 


Q) 4 Fortius 
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Fortins autem operatur pluralitas partinn, 
{ff Ordo abſit : Nam inducit (6, Imilitudinen 
Infiniti, &-impedit comprehenſionem. 

6. Cnjus privatio bona, Malum: (ju 
HIYDAIEY mala, Bouum. _ 

7. Puod Bono Vicinum, Bonum: Qua 
a Rane rs remotum,; Malum: OY 

. 8. Puodquis culpa ſua contraxit, Mijn 
Malum: nod ab externis * impponitur, o 
as Malum. 

9. Pod opera Se virtute noſtra part 
eſt, Majus Bonum : Quod ab alieno ben; 
cro, vel ab indulgentia Fortune, delatumt, 
Minus Bonum. 

10. Grads Pitoationis major videin 
quam gradnys Diminutionis  O wy 
gradus Tnceptionis #12jor videtur , qu 
gradus [ucrementi. ' 

II. Prod laudant TOE & celebran, 
 bonum 5 'quod vituperant & reprehendun, 
malum. 8 

12.. Puod etiam ab inimicis laudatin| 
HIAGNUN » Bonn: ; quod verd ab amicis it 
pr chenditur, magnum Malum. 
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The Heads of the Sections of the Table 
of the Colours of Good aud Evil, rer- 
_ dred into Engliſh, are as follow. 


i. OINCE.- all Parties, or Se&#s, chal- 
lenge the preheminence of the Firſt 
Place to themſelves; that, to which all the 
reſt with one conſent give the Second Place, 
ſeems to be better than the others, For 
every one ſeems to take the Firſt Place out 
of Zeal to it felf';, -but to give the Second 
where it is really due, 
2. That kind 3s altogether beſt, whoſe 
Excellence, or Preheminence is beſt, 
_ 3. That, which hatha relation to T ruth, 
# Greater than that which refers to Opi- 
mon. But the Meaſure, and Tryal of that, 
which belongs to Opinion, 3s this « It is 
that which a Man would not do, if he 
thought it would not be known. | 
_ 4. That, which keeps a matter ſafe and 
entire, is Good; but what 3s deſtitute and 
unprovided of Retreat is Bad. For where- 
a all Ability of AGing is Good; not to be - 
able to withdraw ones ſelf, is a kind of Im- 
ol RT; 


OO <———— —— — — 


s, That, which conſiſts of more Part, 
and thoſe Diviſible, # Greater, and more 
one, than what is made up of Fewer; Fy 
All things when they are looked upon piece 
meal, ſeems Greater 3 when a4 a Plural 
ty of Parts make a ſhew of a Bulk, conſid: 
rable, Which a Plurality of Parts effd, 
m0re ſtrongly, if they be in 10 certain Or 
der: for it then reſembles an Tnfinity, an 
hinders the comprehending of them. 
6. That, whoſe Privation (or, tt 
Want of which) is Good, zs in it ſelf Ei 
that, whoſe Privation ( or the Want when: 
of ) 7s an Evil, # 2e zt Lf Good, 
FFB OL TArR 7, What is near to Good, is Good; 
EE LA | what is at diſtance from Goed, is Evil. 
y 
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Oe THI | 8, That, which a Man hath procuredy 

RAN his own Default, is a Greater Miſchict (# 

FARES RI ARR _ Evil: that, which is layed on him by &- 

DP: 19 i 
| 


RRM FMT: thers, is alefler Evil. 
Wil 3  '9, That, which is gotten by our own 
FTI Pains and Induſtry, is a greater Good! 

_ that, which comes by another mans Conti 
WR Ah fre, or the Indulgence of Fortune, is a \ellet 
(PRE RATR \ 10..The Degree of Privation ſem 
Greater than the Degree of Diminutio: 
And again, the Deeree of Inception £, 
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Beginning )) ſeems greater than the Degree 


of Increaſe. 
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A Table of the Coloars ( or Apparerces ) 
of Good and Evil; and their Degrees, 
as Places of Perſuaſion, and Diſſnaſton, 
and their ſeveral Fal//axes, and the 
Elenchs of them... , 


Te ( UI cetere Partes, vel Sefte ſecundas uns- 
PA 


nimiter deferunt, cum ſingule principatum 
fibi vindicent, Melior reliquis videtur. Nam pri- 
mas queque ex zelo videtur ſumere , ſecundas 
autem ex vero & meritotribuere, That is, 


Sinceall Parties, or Scas, challenge the Prehe- 
minence of the firſt Place to themſelves 3 thar, 
to which all the reſt with one conſent give the 
ſecond Place,ſeems to be. better than the others. 
For every one ſeems to take the firſt Place out 


of zeal to it ſelf, but to give the ſecond where 
It 15 really due. . es 


'O. Cicero went about to prove the Sed of 
Academicks which ſuſpended all Aſſeveration, 

for to be the beſt. For, ſaith he, ach a Stoick, 
which Philoſophy is true, be will prefer bis own : 
then ask, bim , which approacheth - ( next, the 
Truth, be will confeſs, the Academicks. So deal 
ith the Epicure, that will ſcant endxre the Stoick 
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2 A Table of the Colours 
zo be in ſight of bim; ſo ſoon as be bath pl; 
ced himſelf , he will place the Academicks wi 

So, if a Prince took divers Competitors toi| 
place. and examined them ſeverally, whomney! 
themſelves they would chiefly commend z it wer 
like the avleft man {ſhould have the moſt ſeu 
Voiccs. 

The Fallax of this Colour happeneth oft jnr:! 
ſpe of Envy; for men are accuſtomed, aft 
themſelves, and their own faſhion, to inclintuy 
to them which are ſofteſt, and are leaf inthy 
way, in deſpight and dcropation of them, thi 
hold them berdeft to it. So that this Coloud 
Mehiority and Preheminence is a ſign of Enervatin 
and Weakneſs. 


2, Cujusexcellentia, vel exuoperantis Melior 3 idid 
genere Melins. That is, 


That kind is altogetier hef, whoſe Excellen, 
or Pxeheminence is belt, 


AT ERTAINING to this arti 
Forms: Let us not wander in generalittl. 
Let us compare particular with particular, &c. Tis 
Aiparence though ic ſeem of ſirength, andr! 
ther Logice) than Rhetorical,' yet is very oft 
Fallax. EE rH 
Sometiner 1 fiocuaſe fore dings ate io kl 
very caſual which if they eſcape, projcext?' 
tent ; {o that the &ud is inferior , becaulc Yr 6 
uv 


] 
| 


% 


{abic& to peril but that, which is excelleng, 


| Marob. and the Bloſſom of May, whereof the 


French Vexſe goeth : 


Brirgeon de Marys, enfans de Pars, 
$44mn eſobape, bien vaut dix. 


$o that the Bloſſom of Moy is generally better 
than the Bloſſom of March; and yet the beſt 


Bloſſom of Marchis:better.than the beſt Bloſſom 


of May. | | 

Sometimes : becauſe the-nature.of ſome kinds 
is to:be more-equal, and.more indifferent, and not 
to havevery diſtant Degrees: ashathbeen.noted 
in the warmer Climates, the-people are generally 
more -wiſez but -in the Northern Climate, the 
Wits of chief axe.greater. So in. many Armies, 
if the matter ſhould be tryed by Due between 
two Champions, the Victory ſhould go on the one 
lide 3 oy yet, if it were trycd-by the grof, it 
would go on the other.fide. For .Excellencies go 
as it were by chance, but Thos 20 by a more certain 
Natrreas by Diſcipline in'War. 

Laſtly, Many kinds have much refuſe, which 
countervail that, which they have excellent : and 
therefore generally Metal is more precious than 


ys and yet a Diamend.is more precious than 
&% old. LIES 07 | 


— —w— 


CEIILTE AS TERS Dp ern yo” 


=_ - 
CEARPRRRERSETESr 
——— 


_— — 


— 
- S— I 
— > PTE x » 
"IE ILFE 
—_ - Y ———_— 
a+ <2; - Cy 
D L —_ . _—_— 


m——— £ _— 
4 . » - 
— Lad 
Eg - 4 + * . Iy FS. <a - — as = X 
——— > A eee EE AE Ir en EE TRENT 
- = - n ©c $I _ > —_ 
* © "L.. : _ a III EE SE. —7* 3- + 
> I 7X , — _— - — 4 Ln 


— 
” —  oo—_ _——— . 


= 
— >—— 
WA Ty—= —_— — 
— » r ”_ 
> "> ET 
mY _ = _ 
——-—- —- a—_ . 


4 
3 


That, which hath relation to Truth, is pra 


Meaſure, 'and Tryal of that, which belong 


And of Pleaſure, 1 
Gaudia corde premens, vultu ſimulato puilerem: it 


DO 


Player, who, if he were left of his Auditors, ai 
their Applauſe, would fireight be out of Heat 
and Countenance z and therefore they call/#| 
te, bonumi theatrale:, that is, a Stage good. bi 
_ of Riches the Poet ſaith, | 


A Table of the Colours | 
Duod ad Veritatem refertur, Majus ef, qum| 
quod ad Opinionem, Modus autem & proaiy| 
ejus, quod ad Opinionem pertinet, beceſt : Qu] 
quis, {i clam putaret fore, faCturus non eff; 
That is, 


than that which refers to Opinzon, But th 
to Opinion, is this: It is that which a nu 
would not do, if he thought it would not be kim. 


O the Epicures (ay to the $ toicks F elicity ph: 
ced in Vertze; that it is like the felicityd1| 


Populis me ſibilat, 
At mihi plaudo: 1.6 © 


Me People hiſs abroad, © 
But Tmy ſelf applauds 


— 


——— Grata ſub imo 


« Your welcom Joys within let ſtifled lie, | 


* But counterfeit abroad, a modeliy: 7 
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of Good and Evil. 8 

The Fallax of this Colour is ſomewhat {ubtil, 
though the Anſwer to the Example be zeady : 
For YVertze is not choſen propter auram poprularem, 
for the applauſe of the People; but contrariwile, 
Maxime omnium teipſum reverere , a man ought to 


ſtand moſt in awe of himſclt; fo as a Yertzous 
man will be Vertuous zn ſoittudine, in a Deſart, 


_. and not only zn theatro, upon the Stage: though 


ere Oy IR 
——_—y 


percaſe it will be more {trong by Gloryand Fame; 
45 an Heat, which is doubled by Refle&zon. - But 
that denieth the ſ#ppoſition, it doth not reprehend 
the Fallax, whereof the reprehenſion 1s a Law, 


_ . that Virtue (ſuch as is joyned with Labour and 


Conflict) would not be choſen, but for Fame 
and Opinion; yet it tolloweth not, that the chief 
Motive of the Ele&tion ſhould not be real, and 
for it ſelf, tor Fame may be only cauſa impulſiva, 


the impelling or urging Cauſe, and not cauſa conſti- 


trens, Or efficiens the conſtituting, or efficient Cauſe; 
Asif there were two Horſes, and the one would 
do better without the Spur than the other: but a- 
gain, the other with the Spur would far exceed 
the doing of the former, giving him the Spur 
allo; yet the latter will be judged to be the bet- 
ter Horſe : and the Form, as to ſay, Twſh, the life 
of this Horſe is but in the Spur, will not ſerve as 
to a wiſe Judgment : for, ſince the ordinary in- 
ſirument of Hor{manſhip is the Spzr, and that it 
5 no matter of Impediment or Burthen the Horſe 
15not to be accounted:the lefs of, which will not 
do well without.the Spur, but the other is to bc 
teckoned rather a Delicacy, than a Vertze; So 
| RE Glory 
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. although Vertue would langaiſh without themya |. 


6 ATable of the Colours © 


Glory and Honour are the Spurs to Vertue: and | - 


ſince they be always at hand to attend Virn | 
Virtue is not {aid to be the leſs choſen for # {elf 
becauſe it needeth the Spar of Fame and Repus| 
#1020. And thereforc that Poſition, Nota wml 
quod propter Opinionem, & non propter veritatemtl|. . 
gitur, hec eſt, Duod quis, fi clam putaret fore, js| 
Gurns non efſet , \ That is, That the Mark oli] 
Thing choſen for Opinion, and not for Trutf 
fake, is this, That one would not do it, if |, 
thought it would not be known ) is reprehende| 


4. Duod rem integram ſervat, Bonum: quid ſn, - 
receptu eft, Malum, Nam ſe recipere non pf 
ampotentie genus eſt : potentia autem bon 


That is, 


That, which keeps a matter ſafe and entire, i! 
Good: but what is deſtitute and unprovidi} 
of a retreat is bad, For, whereas all Abllnf . 
of Acting is Good, not to be able to witt|. 
draw ones (elf, is a kind of Impotency- | 


ga A ſop framed the Fable of (| 
A two Frogs that conſulted together m th; 
time of drowth, © when many Plaſhes that tif} 
had repaired to were dry ) what was to 
done: and the one propounded to go down il 
a deep well, becauſe it was like the Water woull 

not fail there 3 but the other anſwered, ez, 

if it do fail, how ſhall we get up again # pg 
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and ſubje& to perils, as that ſeemeth the beſt 


. TE] TE IL» 
#164434 TCEETRATRYES Fi i'h . (yo1 109% 1 $49 p ' 4 


of Good and Evil. 


Reaſon is, that Human Adtons are fo wncer alas 


*- courſe, which hath moſt paſſages out of it, Ap- 


'. ſhall engage your ſelf: on the other ſide; Tatum, | 
quantum voles, ſumes ex fortuna, 1. e, Take What - 
Lot you willz or, yoz ſhall keep the matter in your 


pertaining to this Perſuaſion, the Forms are, - ore 


own Hand, Thereprehenſion of it is, that precee- 


ding and reſolving in all actions is neceſſary. Fox, as 
. he faith well, Not to reſolve # to reſolve; and ma=- 


ny times it breeds as many zeceſſitzes, and enga- 


gcth as far in {ome other ſort, as to reſolve. So 


it is but the covetoys mans Diſcaſe tranſlated in 
power for the covetous man will enjoy nothing, be- 
cauſe he will have his full ſtore, and poſſibility to 
enjoy the more, 1o, by th# Reaſon, a man ſhould 
execute-nothing, becauſe he ſhould be ſtill zndiffe= 
rent, and at liberty to. execute any thing. Be- 
lides Neceſſity and this ſame FaGa eſt alea, or, once 


\. having caſt the Dice, hath many times an advan- 


tagez becauſe it awaketh the powers of the mind, 
and firengtheneth endeavour, (Ceteris pares, ne- 
ceſſitate certe ſuperiores iſtis : ) which are able to 


| deal withany others, but maſter theſe upon neceſſity; | 


5. Quod ex pluribus conſtat. & diviſibilibus, eſt ma- 
Jus, quam quod ex paucioribus, & magis Unum < 
nam omnia, per partes conſiderata, inajora viden- 
tur, quare O pluralitas partium Magnitudinem 
pre ſe fert, Fortis autem operatur Pluralitas 
partium, ſt Ordo abſit : nam inducit ſumilitudinem 
Infiniti, & impedit comprehenſionem z That is, 
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That, 


« = 
- 
o 
- '. gu - SS - 6 — <- 
- ——_— = . 
= - - = -- pY ” —_ = 
- yY "—_ — Re ee gp 9 — ” Ta 4 + . = F 
- 7 hm em gut —_ = . } 
= JR yo w— "akon —_— - PR LL. > «£5 ”y —_ WA 
- " »— — 
———_ ew a EE = .* - WS 4-V err ne * - = » x . ” _— —> ——_ = = ry ” —_— I af i 
- w ” 4 4 ” 4 hos & _ __ 
MEET COoLIIRIDLIAILT z = Lic —_— et == = 
- b _- ' _ -- - 0 
. - : = -- 
-_ w_ od _ —_—\ nnd 0 oy 
- = 
_- 


Pr er 


: runn One 
5 - - - - -» _ —_— 
CISBATLLTNODETTEOIATS A nn So ten ISIS ET Cu 
- m— wr _ ii SI 4 fo — 
"x is _ F+. CEE Dt =» n_ —— — SD —_ =_ _—— y 
þ _= _ -_ m— - —_ — — 4 ys + = _ 
— : q ke 4 p , _ - -- - —_ =_ = 
- #4" "%2T% I - — pandooan _— 1" ah LI _—_— _ a yu or by _ 
ne : —_— w_— uw ad - en err rr een - - 
4 . Sand —— - _ _ "Tm — _ - 
———_—— uy er — _ p Sm = —_— 
” " WI - - _ a. £4} Apo ao —_ . - 
MC... —_— M4 -— — ba s. FE 
la —_— - - 


pc 
y- WT, 
f en Wb 


 ATable of the Colours | 


That, which conſiſts of more parts, and tho | 
Diwviſible, is greater, and more One, than what | 
is made up of fewer; for all thiugs, when 
they are looked upon piece-meal, ſeem greater; | 
whence allo a Plurality of Parts make ſhewd| 
a Bulk conſfiderable. Which a Plurality cf | 
Parts efte&ts more firongly, it they be inn 

| certain Order 3 for it then reſembles an Ty 
nity, and hinders the comprehending of the, 


HIS Colour {ecmeth palpable 3 for it is nd 

Plurality of Parts, without Majority | 
Parts, that maketh the total greater 3 yetnens 
thele(s, it often carries the mind away ya, it| 
deceiveth the ſenſe; as it ſeemeth to thegn|. 
ſhorter diſtance of way, it it be all deadandas 
tinued, than if ithave Trees, or Buildings, o1| 
other marks, whereby the eye may divideit, v! 
when a great-monied man hath divided hisChi, 
and Coyns, and bags, he ſeemeth to Mimſelt rid 
than he was. And therefore the way to anjl 
fieany thing is to break, it, and to make Anam 
of it in ſeveral parts, and to examine it ac 
ding to ſeveral Circumſtances, And this makel) 
the greater thew, if it be done without Order, 
confuſion maketh things muſter more, And 
iides, what is ſet down by Order and Diviſm 
doth demonſtrate, that nothing is left ou 0 
omitted but all is there: whereas, if it be wi 
ot Order, both the mind comprehendeth leſs thi 
whicl: is ſet down, and beſides it leavetl! 
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of Good ard Evil. "6 


{xfpicion, as if more might be ſaid than is 


expreſſ ed. 


This Colour decciveth, if the mind of him 
that is to be perſuaded , do of it ſelf overconcerve, 
or prejudg of the greatneſs of any thing for 


then the breaking of it will make it ſeem Jeſs, be- 


cauſe it makes it to appear more according, to 
the Truth. And therefore, it a man be in Sick- 


_ neſs or Pain, the time will ſeem longer without 2 


Cleck,, or Hour-glaſs, than with it : for the mind 
doth value every moment 3 and then the Hoxr doth 
rather ſum up the moments than divide the Day. 


| Soin a dead Plain the way {cemeth the longer, be-. 


cauſe the eye hath pre-conceived it ſhorter, - than 


the truth: and the fruſtrating of that maketh it 


{ſeem longer than the truth. Therefore, if any 
man have an over-great Opinion of any thing, then 
if another think ; by breaking it into ſeveral Cons 
fiderations, he ſhall make it {cem greater to him, 
he will be decezved. And therefore, in ſuch Ca- 
ſes, 1t 15 not ſafe to divide, but to extol the Entire 
[tl] 27 general. = | 
| Another Caſe, wherein this Coloxr deceiveth, 
1s, when the matter broken , or divided, is not 
comprebended by the ſenſe,or made at once in reſpect 
of the diftraFing or ſcattering of it : and being, 
entzre, and not divided, is comprehended. As an 
bundred Pounds in Heaps of five Pounds will ſhew 


more than in one groſs Heap : ſo as the Heaps be 


all upon one Table to be ſeen at once, otherwiſe 
not. As Flowers,growing ſcattered in divers Beds, 
Will ſhew more, than if they did grow in one Bed: 
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ſo as all thoſe Beds be within a Plot, that theyhe! 
obje& to view at once otherwiſe not. And 
therefore men, whoſe Living, lycth zogetherin oy} 
Shire. are commonly counted greater-landed, tha 
thoſe, whole Livings are diſperſed, thouph it 
be more becauſe of the notzce and comprehenſm 
A third Caſe, wherein this Coloxr deceiveth 
whici) 1s nor (o properly a Caſe or Repreberſm, 
as it is a coznter Colour, being in effect as laryes 
the Colowr 1t ſelf is, Omni compoſitio indigentie a 
quſdam videtur eſſe particeps. That eyery Con- 
poſi:ion feems to partake of a certain want! 
becauſe, if ove thing: would ſerve the tun, it 
were ever beſt ; but it is the Defe& and Injrfe 
ion of things that hath brought in thathelp 
DEAE a. to prece them xp : as it is\ai, 
* Luke 1o, 41,42. 62 Martha, Martha, attendis a 
22 = plurima, unum ſufficit : tht 
Martha, Martha, thou art troubled about-man|. 
things one thing is ſufficient. So likeyil 
hereupon Aſp framed the Fable of the Foxai 
.the Cat: whercin the Fox bragged , whit! 
aumber of ſhifts and devices he had, to get fi 
the Hounds, and the Caz ſaid, he had but at 
which was to climb a Tree which in proof w 
better worth than all the reſt; whereof the I 
verb grew, EE Ee Pe 2 


| 


: Multa novit Vulpes, fed Felis unum magnum. | 


| Reynard the Hounds to ſcape had ſhifts 
{mall, NE: X E oerannetenl 
Grimalkzn only one as good as all. Ani 


: 
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of Good and Evil. 'D | 


Andin the Moral of this Fable, it comes likewiſe 
to paſs, That 2 good ſure Friend 1s a better help at 
a pinch, than all the Stratagems and Policies of 
mans own wit, $0 It falleth out to be a common 
error in Negotiating > whereas men have many 
Reaſons to induce or perſuade , they ſtrive com- 
monly to utter , and uſe them all ar once, which 
weakneth them. For it argueth, as was ſaid, a 
needineſs in every of {the Reaſons by it felt, as if 
one. did not truſt to any of them, but fled trom 


one to another, helping himſelf only with zhat. 


Et que non proſunt fingula, multa Juvaitt, 


And what help'd not alone before, 
Doth help full well, when joyn'd with more. 


Indeed, in a ſet Speech in an Aſſembly, it is ex- 


pected, a man ſhould uſe all his Reaſons in the 


Caſe he hardleth : but in private perſuaſions it is 

always a preat error. | EO 
 Afourth Caſe, wherein this Colour may be re- 
prebended . is in re{pect of that ſame vis znita for- 
tior, the acknowledged ſtrength of an wnited 
Power; according, to the Tale of the FRENCH 
King, who, when the Emperor's Ambaſſador had 
recited his Maſters Style at large, which con- 
liteth of many Comntreys, and Dominions, the 
FRENCH King willed his Chancellar, or 
other Miniſter, to repeat over FRANCE as 
many times as the other had recited the ſe- 
veral Dominions 3 intending it was equivalent 
R. 4 with 
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with them a!!., and more compadted and: uijted, 
There is alſo appertaining, to this Colour an0- 
ther Point, why breaking of a thing doth helpit; 
not by way of adding a {hew of Magnits4e unt 
it, but a note of Excellency and Rarity : whered 
the Forms are, Where you ſhall find ſuch.a Cu 
errrence £ Great. but not compleat : for it ſeemya 
leſs work of Nature or Fortzune, to make ay 
thing in his kind greater than ordinary, than t 
make a ſtrange Compolition. Yet, if it bear 
rowly conſidered, this Colour will be reprehend, 
or encountred, by imputing to all Excellencisu| 
Compoſitions a kind of Poverty. or ( at lealt ) as 
ſualty,or Feopardy : for from that,which 1s exc: 
lent in greatneſs, lomewhat may be taken, or tier 
may bea decay, and yet ſufficiently left 3 but im 
that which hath his price in compoſition, it j 
zahe away any thing, or any part do fail, ali”. 
Diſprace, | 


1 | 


O, Cujus Privatio bona, Malum : cujus Privi 
mala, Bonzm, That is, © 


That, whoſe Privation (or, the want of whid) 
is Good, 1s in it {elf Evil: that whoſe Pow 
tion ( or, the want whereof ) is an Evi, i 
in it {elf Good, - © -- , 

| | 

HE Forms to make it conceived, that that 
L was evil, which ts changed for the bette, 
are, He that is in Hell, thinks there is no Heaw 

3tatis quercts, Acorns were good, till Bread md 


fam, 
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of Good andEvil.. 13 
| found, $C« And on the other fide, the forms to 
make it conceived, that that was good, which 
| waschanged for the worſe, are 3 Bona magys caren- 
| doquam fruendo ſentimus : thatis, weunderltand 
|| the Goodnels of things more by wanting, than 
enjoying them. Bona 4 tergo formoſiſſima 5 1. E. 
| Good things never appear im their full Beauty, till 
| they turn their back and be going away, &C. 
The Reprehenſion of this Colour is, That the 
| Good ox Evil which is removed, may be efteemed 
| Good, or Evil comparatively and not poſitively or 
if ſimply. So that, if the Privation be Good, it fol- 
-| Jowsnot, that the former condition was Evil, but 
|| Teſs Good: for the Flower or Bloſſom is a poſitive 
:| Good; although the remove of it, to give place 
al tothe Frazt, be a comparative Good, $0 in the 
| Taleot Aſop, when the old fainting man in the 
8 heat of. the day caſt down his Bzrthen, and called 
for Death; and when Death came to know his 
will with him, ſaid, It was for nothing, but to 
jm help him up with his Burthen again: it doth not 
tollow, that becauſe Death, which was the priva- 
| tion of the Burthen, was ill, therefore the Burthen: 
8), Was good. And in this part the ordinary Fornz 
n Of Malumneceſſarium, a neceſſary Evil aptly repre« 
ij) bended this Colour : for privatio mali neceſſarii eſt 
' mala, the privation of a neceſſary Evil is Evil 3 
and yet that doth not convert the Natare of the 
| neceſſary Evil, but it is Evil. 
in,, Again, it cometh ſomeimes to paſs, that there 
perl 15 an equality in the change of privation, and 
pd! (as it were ) a Dilemma boni, of the good; 
Or, 


— 
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* corruptio uni: Ons Dilemma mali, of the evil; ſy 
ws eſt 6encratio fNat the * corruption of one Gu 
alterius, is a Gezeration of the other. 


Sorti pater equus utrique eſt : 
Both Chances the ſame equal Parent have: 


And contrarily, the remedy of the one Evil, i = 
the occaſion and commencement of another as in 
Scylla and Charybdi. 


7. Prod Bono vicinum, Bonum : quod & Bonorems 
tum, Malum, That is, 


What is near to Good, is Good : What is at dr | 
ſtance from Good, is Evil. = 


UCH is the Nature of things, that things | 
k..) contrary, and diftant in- nature and quality; 
| andallo ſevered and digjoyned in Place and thing 
like, and conſenting'in quality, are placed, and (x 
it were ) quartered together : for partly, in regat 
of the nature, to ſpread, multiply, and. infed w | 
iimilicude; and partly, in regard of the natwr, 
to break,” expel, and alter that which is diſagree 
able and contrary, moſt things do either afſociats, 
and draw near to themſelves the like, or (at lealt 
aſſimilate to themſclves that which approachet 
near them, and do alſo drive away, chaſe, and 
exterminate their contraries. And that is the re 


Jon commonly yielded , why the middle Regiant 
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_ of Good and Evil. T5 
the -Air ſhould be coldeſt; becauſe the Sun and 
$+2rs5 are cither hot by dire Beams, or by refledi- 
1m, The dire Beams heat the pper Region, the 
reflected Beams from the Earth and Seas, heat the 
lower Region. That which is in the middeſt, be- 
ing further diſtant in place from thele two Regz- 
ons of heat., are moſt diſtant in Nature, that is 
coldeſt. which is that they 
term cold, or hot, per * An- *© Antipe riftafis is a Phi- 
tiperiſtaſin, that 1s, envi- bs Fcal SET bgmty- 
Pls ; g 4 repulſion on every 
roning by Contraries: which Mertuwberety either Heat 
was pleafantly taken hold 9g Cold is made more 
of by him, wao {3id, that ftrong in it (clf by the 
an honeſt man in theſe days 7e/training of the cone 
muſt needs. be more honeſt WY 


than in Ages heretofore, propter antiperiſtaſin z be- 
cauſe the ſhutting of him in the midſt of Contraries 
muſt needs make the honeſter ſtronger, and more 
compact 7n it ſelf. 

The Reprehenſion of this Colony is: 

Firſt, Many things of Amplitude in their kind 
do (as 1t were ) engroſs to themſelves all, and 
leave that, which is next them, moſt deſtitmre. 
As the Shoots, or Under-Food, that grow near 
a great and ſpread Tree, is the moſt pined and 
ey Wood of the Field z becauſe the great 
 Treedoth deprive and deceive them of the ſapand 
nouriſhment \ 10 be faith well, Divitis ſervi maxi- 
me ſervi, That rich mens Servants are the grea- 


telt Slaves: and the Compariſon was pleaſant of 


him, that compared Corrtiers attendant in the 
Courts of Princes, without great place Or office, 
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to Faſting-days, which were next the Holy ys 
but otherwiſe were the Jeaneſt days in all the | 


Week. 

Another Reprehenſion 1s, that things of Greg: 
neſs and Predominancy, though they do not ext 
naate the things adjoyning in ſzbſtances, yet they 
drown them, and obſcure them in ſhew and ajju 
rance. And therefore the Aſtronomers (ay ; that 
whereas 1n all other Planets Conjundion is the pr. 
fedeſt amity, the Sun contrariwiſe is good by 4: 
pe, but evilby Conjun@®ion. 


A third Reprehenſion 1s, becauſe Evil approady | 


cth to Good, ſometimes for concealment, (ome. 
times for protedzon :; and Good to Evil for converſ- 


on and reformation. So Hypocrifie drawethnar 
to Religion for covert and hiding it (elf. 


Sepe latet vitium proximitate bont. 


Of+, under neighb"ring Good, Vice ſhrowded li. 


And Sanfuary-men, which were commonly it 
ordinate men, and MalefaGors, were wont to bt 
neareſt to Prieſts, and Prelates, and Holy-men: 


for the Majeſty of good things is ſuch, as the Can: | 


fines of them are reverend, On the other fide, 


our Saviour, charged with nearneſs of Publica 
and Rioters, ſaid, Matt. 9.11. The Phyſician « | 


proacheth the ſick, rather than the whole, 


8, fon 


_T.. 
Co GE AO 


of Good and Evil. 


8, Onod quis culpa ſua contraxit, Majus Malum © 


quod ab externis imponitur , Minus Malums 
That ts, 


That, which a Man hath procured by his own 
Default, is a greater miſchief ( or Evil 3) that, 
which is laid on him by others, isa leſſer Evil. 


HE Reaſon is, becauſe the ſting and remorſe 

of the mind, accuſing it felt, dowbleth all 
Adveriity : Contrariwiſe, the confidering and re- 
cording inwardly, that a man is clear and free 


from fault, and juſt imputation , doth attemper 


outward Calamities. For if the 1/1 be in the 
Senſe, and in the Conſcience both, there 1s a gemi- 
nation of it : But if Evil be in the one, and Com- 
fort in the other, it is a kind of Compenſation: So 
the Poets in Tragedies do make the moſt paſſionate 
Lamentation, and thoſe that fore-run final de- 


ſpair, to be accuſing, queſtioning, and torturing of 
a mans ſelf. I 


 Seque wnam clamas eauſamque caputque malorim. 


She railing doth confeſs her ſelf to be 
The cauſe and ſource of her ox miſery. 


And contrariwiſe, the extremities of worthy Pexr- 
{ons have been annihilated in the conſideration of 
their own good deſerving. Betides, when the Evil 
cometh from withozz, there is left a kind of eva- 

7: poration 
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poration Of grief, if it come by human injury, 6. 
ther by indignation, and meditating of revengeſrom 
our ſelves, or by expeding, or fore-conceiving, tha 
Nemeſis and retribution will take hold of the 4y 
thors of our hurt, or, if it be by fortune or a. 
dent, yet there is left a kind of expoſtulations| 
gainſk the Dwvine Powers. 


Aique Deos atque Aftra vocat crudelia Mater: 


The Gods and cruel Stars the Mother doth chan, | 


But, where the Evil is derived from a mans op 


fault, there all ſtrikes deadly inwards and ſuf 


ah. 26 
The Reprehenſion of this Colony is: 


Firſt, in reſpe& of Hope : for Reformationd| 


our fault is in noſtra poteſtate, our own powers bit| 


amendment of our fortzne ſimply is not, Ther | 


fore Demoſthenes in many of his Orations ſaithth 


to the People of Athens > That, which bavingn+ |: 
gard to the time paſt, is the worſe Point and Circunt | 
ſtance of all the reft That, as to the time to cone | 
zs the beſt, What is that? even this, That byym | 
Sloth, Irreſolution, and Miſgovernment, your affant | 


are grown to this Declination and Decay. F org hat | 
you uſed and ordered your means and forces to tt | 


beſt, and done your parts every way to the full 


and notwithſtanding, your matters ſhould have got | 
backward in this manner as they do : there had bel | 
no hope left of Recovery or Reputation. But ſncett | 


bath been only by your own errors,$&c.S0 Epidtet I f 
3 


a - ——— 


of Good and Evil. 


his Degrees ſaith, The worſt ſtate of man is to accuſe 


extern Things, better than that to accuſe any mans 
(elf, and bejt of all to accuſe neither. 

Another Reprebenſion of this Colour, 15 in re- 
ſpe& of the well-bearing of Evils, wherewith a 
man can charge no body but himſelf, which ma» 
keth them the leſs. 


——— Teve fit, quod bene fertur onus : 
That Burthen'”s light, that's on diſcreetly laid. 


And therefore many natures, that are either ex- 
treamly proud, and will take zo fault to themſelves 3, 
or elſc very true, and cleaving to themſelves, (when 
they ſee the blame of any thing that falls out zl/, 
mult light upon themſelves ) have no other ſhift, 
but to'bear it ozt well, and to make the leaſt of it : 
For, as we {ce, when ſometimes a faxlt is com- 
mitted. and before it be known, who is to blame, 


much ado is made of itz but after, if it appear 


to be done by a Son, or by a Wife, or by a near 
Friend; then it is light made of : So much more, 
when a man muſt tke it #pon himſelf, And 


therefore it is commonly ſeen, that Women which 
marry Hwsbands of their own chuſing , againſt 


their Friends conſents, if they be never ſoil-uſed, 
yet you thall ſeldom fee them complain, but ſet 
a good face on it. | = 


| 9. Quod 
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li j fl [4 20 A Table of [4 he Colour s 
SOME ARE H 9, Puod opera & virtute noſtra partum eſt; My 
EEE Fe Bonum : Duod ab alieno beneficio, vel ab injy. 
Hh ak FART PH gentia Fortune , delatum eſt; Minus Bonun, 
jr la | j il That 15, 
alta SHA That, which is gotten by our own Pains and 
to iT Induſtry, is a greater Good, that which com 
OR LRN t Hh by another mans Courtelie, or the Indulgence | 
WAA EFalLIN of Fortune, is a leſſer Good. 
{18s J 9 TRIOPRA | 
HALT it HE Reaſons are, 
SOAR i Firſt, The future Hope : Becauſcinthe 
SHU favour of others, or the good Winds of Forty 
FN i we have no ſtate, or certainty 3 in our endeavun; 
RE wt IF AE or abilities, we have. So as when they havepur 
| - RAVE RA cha{cc us one good Fortune, we have them as ns 
2 HP Ei dy, and better edged and environed to procure at 
LEBP other. | 
[is The Forms be: You have won this by play. Tu 
Fil bave not onlythe Water, but you have theRecelt | 
LOVE 1ou can make it apain, if it be loſt, 8c. 
Next ; Becauſe theſe Propertzes, which ween 
Joy by the benefit of others, carry with theman 
obligation , which ſeemeth a kind of burthn: 
_.. Whereas the other, which derive from our ſelvtl, 
are like the freeſt Parents, Abſque aliquo indent 
dendo, Without making any reſtitution. And, i | 
_ they proceed from Fortane, or Providence, yet tif) 
ſeem-to touch us ſecretly with the reverence 
the Divine Powers, whoſe Favours we taſte, and 
therefore work a kind of Religious Fear gs Re 
ſtrait 


i be eel CT LTTTLTCES FRTC YU LFL9S $4 &1544 CILIET + © 


of Good and Evil. 21 
ftraint: Whereas, in the other kind, that comes 
to paſs, which the Prophet ſpeaketh, Ezek, Le- 
tantur, exultant, immolant plagis ſuis, & ſacrificant 
reti ſuo: Men are glad, they rqyoyce, they offer to 
theis Toils, and ſacrifice to their Nets. | 

Thirdly, Becauſe that, which cometh unto 
us without or own Vertze, yieldeth not that Com- 
mendation and Reputation : For A@ions of great 


 felicity may draw wonder, but praiſe lefs; as Ci- 


cero {aid to Ceſar, Que miremur, habemis » que 
laudemus, expectamus : That is, They had what 
. they might wonder at , but expefed what they 
might praiſe. © | 

Fourthly , Becauſe the prrchaſes of our own 
induſtry axe jJoyned commonly with /abouy and 
ſtrife; which gives an edz and .appetite.avd makes 
the frition of our defires more pleaſant. Snavis 
bus a venatu; Veniſon 1s {weet of ones own 
killing. | ons | 

On theother fide, there be four Cormter-Colours 
to this Coloxr, rather than Reprebenſtons z becauſe 
they be as large as the Colour it ſelf. 

Firlt, Becauſe felicityſeemeth to be a CharaGer 
of the Favour and Love of the Divine Powers 
and accordingly works both confidence in oy 
ſelves, and reſpe& and Ambority from others. And 
this felicity extendcth to many caſual things 3 
whereunto the care or virtue of man cannot ex- 
tend; and therefore ſecmeth to be at Large Good. 
f\s when Ceſar ſaid to the Sailer Ceſarem portas, 
&- fortunam ejus , That he carried Ceſar and his 
Fortune : If he had ſaid, Et virtwtem ejus, and 
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merit, to induce fortrne. 


' Whereupon Platarch ſaith elegantly of the 46 
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A Table of the Colours 
his valowur ; it had been ſmall comfort againſ 
Tempeſt” otherwiſe than if it might feem upon 


 - Next, Whatſoever 1s done by virtue and inde- 
try, ſeems to be done by a kind of babit and 4r; 
and thereupon open to be imztated and followed: 
Whereas felicity is imitable. So we generallylee, 
that things of Nature ſeem more excelent than | 
things of Art, becauſe they be mitable; for, | 
Suod imitabile eſt, potentia quadam vulgatum | 
What is imitable, zs by a certain power made known 
abroad. | | 
"Thirdly, Felicity commendeth thoſe thin | 
which come without our own labour: For thy 


ſeem gifts, and the others ſeem pennyworths, 


of Timoleon,who was {o fortunate, cornpared with 
the AGs of Apeſilaus and Epaminondas, Thit | 
they were like Homers Verſes: they ran ſo eaſily, | 
and ſo well. And therefore it is the word we 
give unto Poeſie, terming it a happy Vein; be | 
cauſe facility {cemeth ever to come from Hy | 

pineſs, | | 
Fourthly, This ſame preter ſem, vel prete | 
expeatum, when things nappen beſides Hope dt | 
Expe@ation, it doth increaſe the price and pleaſii 
of many things; and this cannot be incident to 
thoſe things that proceed from-our own care, ail | 


compaſſing. 


10. Gradis 
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of Good and Evil. 23 


10. Gradus Privationis major videtur, quam gradus 


Diminutionis : Et rurſus, gradus Tinteptionts ma- 
jor videtur, quam gradus Jrncrementi. That 1s, 


The Degree of Privation ſeems greater than the 
Degree of Diminution : And again, the Degree 


_ of Inception ( or Beginning _ \cems greater 


_ than the Degree of 1ncreaſe. 


T is a Poſition in the Mathematichs, that there 
is no proportion between ſomewhat and no- 


thing : Therefore the Degree of Nwllity and 


- Qiddity ( or AF ) ſeemeth Varger, than the 


Degrees of Increaſe and Decreaſe, As to a Mo- 
noculus 1t 1s more to loſe one eye , than to a man 
that hath two eyes. So, it one have loſt divers 
Children, it is more grief to him to loſe the Jaft., 
than all the reſt - becauſe he is, ſes gregis, the 
hope of his Stock, And therefore S;bylla, when 
ſhe brought her three Books, and had burned two, 
did double the whole proce of both the other, be- 


cauſe the bxyning of that had been gradus privati- 


onzs, a Degree of Privation, and not Diminztionis, 
of Diminution, 


This Colowr 15 reprehended :- FPS 

Firſt, In thole things 5 the uſe and ſervice 
whereof reſteth in ſafficiency, competency, or deter- 
minate quantity : As it a man be to pay one hundred 


Pounds upon penalty, it is more to him to want 
twelve Pence, than after that twelve Pence, ſup- 
poſed to be waxting, to want ten Shillings moye. 
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So they decay of a mans Eſtate ſcems to be mw 
zouched in the Degree, when he firſt grows behind, 
more than afterwards, when he proves nothing 
worth, And hereot the common Forms are: 


4 Table of the Colours 


Sera in funds parſimonia, or, It is too lateto pinch 
when the purſe is at the bottom 3, and, as good never 
a whit as never the better. EE 

It is reprehended alſo in reſpect of that Notion, 
Corruptio unius generatio alterius : . | hat the Cor: 
raption of one thing is the Generation of ano- 
ther. So that gradus Privationis,, the Privatin 
Degree is many times leſs matter ;, becaule it give 
the cauſe and motive to ſore new corrſe, As when 


| Demoſthenes reprehended the people for hearkin 


to the conditions offered by King Philip, being uot 
hanourable, nor equal, he ſaith, They were but Fl 
ments of their ſloth and weakneſs , which if thy 
were taken away, neceſſity would teach them ſtrouge 
reſolutions. So DoGtor He&or was wont tolaſ 
to the Dames of London, when they complained, 
they were they could not tell how, but yet they coult | 
not endure to take any Medicine, he would tl 
thein, their way was only to be ficks for thenthy 
world be glad to take any Medicine. 
Thirdly, This Colowr may be reprehended nt 
{pect that the Degree of Decreaſe 15 more ſenſi, 
Rr kg Degree of Privation ; for in themindd 
men, Gradus Diminutionis, the Degree of Dr 
creaſe, may work a wavering between Hope and 
Fear, and keepthe mind in ſuſpence, from ſeting 
and accommodating in patience and reſo/uti 
Hercof the common Forms are : Better cry 
than always ah, make or mar, &C. Fo 


o 
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For the ſecond Branch of this Coloxr, it depends 
upon the ſame General Reaſon : Hence grew the 


Common place of extolling the beginxzing of every 


thing, 
Dimidium faGi, qui bene capit, habct. 


He hath bis Work, half done, 
WVhoe re hath well begun. 


| This made the Aftrologers ſo idle, as to judg of a 
mans Nature and Deſtiny, by the Conſtellation of 


the moment of his Nativity or Conception. 

This Colour is reprehended, becauſe many Incep- 
tions are but ( as Epicurus termeth them ) Tenta- 
menta, that is, Imperfed Offers and Eſſays, which 
vaniſh, and come to ne ſ#bſtance, without any zte- 
ration; ſo as, in {uch Caſes, the ſecond Depree 
lcems the worthieſt 3 as the Body-Horſe in the Cart, 
that draweth more than the Fore-Horſe. Hereot 
the common Forms are : The ſecond Blow makes 
the Fray. The ſecond Word makes the Bargain. 
Alter principium dedit, alter modum abſtulit, &C. 
The one began, the other kept no mean, 

Another Reprehenfion of this Colour,is in reſpect 
of Defatigation, which makes perſeverance of grea- 
ter Dignity,than Inception : For-Chance or Inſtinct 


of Nature may cauſe Inception, but ſetled Aﬀetti- 


on or ſudgment, maketh the continuance; 


Thirdly , This Colozr is reprebended in ſuch 


things, which have a Natzural Courſe and Inclina- 
S 3 t10N, 
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 #50n, contrary to an Inception. So that the Ticy- 


| Non progyedi, eſt 'regredi. Not to go forward, j 


[ SS + 
SILEE 


A Table of the Colours 


tjon 15 continually evaczated, and: gets no ſtat, 
but there behoveth perpetus Inceptio, that ther, 
be always 2 beginning as in the common Forms, 


zo go backward. Oui non proficit, deficit. He wy 
makes no Progrels decays. Rwnning againſt an Hill 
Rowing againſt the Stream, &c, For if it be with 
the Stream, or with the Hill, then the Degreedf 
Tnception is more than all the reſt, 
| Fourthly, This Coloxr is to be underſtood of 
Gradys Inceptionis a potentia, ad afum comparii, 
101: gradus ab ain ad Incrementum, Of the Deg 
of Inception, in compariſon of the Power with thy 
Act, nos of #+be Degree from the A& tothe Increaſe, 
For otherwiſe, Major videtur gradus ab impotentis 
ad potentiam, quam & potentia ad attum : The De 
 gree from Impotency to Potency ſeems greater, 
than from the Power to the ACt. 


Ir. Puod laudant homines & celebrant, ban: 
quod vituperant & reprehendunt, malum. 


I2, That, whieh men praiſe and celebrate, | 
200d 3 that which they diſgrace and repi- 
hcnd, is bad. 


T H1S Colour deecives four ways, viz. Citi! 
through ignorance, or through want d 
Integrityz or through particular reſpect and 
fa&ion 3 or through the natural inclination 
tnofe that praiſe or diſpraiſe. Fixlt, Throw 
| gud 
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of Good and Evil. 27 


Tenorance 3 for what ſignifies the judgment of 
the Rabble in diſtinguiſhing and determining 
Good and Evil? Phocion knew well cnough, 
who, when the People applauded him more than 
ordinary, asked, Whether he had done any thing 
amiſs ? Secondly, Through want of Tntegrity 
' for thoſe that praiſe and diſpraiſe commonly 
carry on their own deſigns and don't ſpeak what 
they think. 


Laudat venales qui vult extrudere merces. 
Every man praiſes the wares he would put off. 


It is naught, it is nanght, ſays the buyer, but when 
he is gone, he vaunteth. Thirdly, Out of Parti- 
ality; for every one knows, that men uſe to ex- 
tol with immoderate praiſe thoſe that are on - 
their own fide, and to depreſs thoſe of the ad- 
verſe party below their deſert, Latily, Through 
a natural Tnclination , for ſome men are by na- 
. ture framed and moulded for ſervile fawning 
and flattery, whilſt others on the contrary are 
tiff, captious and -moroſe ; and when theſe 
commend or inveigh, they do but comply with 
their own humours, not troubling their heads 
overmuch about the truth of the bulineſs. 


I2. Od etiam ab inimicis laudatur, magnum - 
bonrm \, quod vero etiam ab amicis reprehenditur, 


mapnum malum, 8 
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12. That, which draws commendation ee. 
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from enemies, isa great good 3 but that which 
 1sreprehended even by friends, is a greatevil, 


T HIS Colour ſeems to ſtand upon this foun. 
| dation, That it may well be believed, that 
the force of Truth extorts from us whatſoever 
we affirm to be againſt our wills, and contrary 
to the bent and inclination of our minds. 
This Colour deceives through the ſubtilty, a 
well of enemies as friends: tor the praiſes of 
Enemies are not always againſt their wills, nor 
as forc'd by truth, but they chuſe to beſtow them 
in {uch caſes where they may create envy or dan- 
ger to their Adverſaries, Therefore the Gredar 
had a ſuperſtitious fancy, that if a man wer 
commended by another out of ſpight, and with 
a miſchievous deſign, he would have a puſh ie 
upon his noſe: Betides, ſometimes Enemiesbe- 
ftow praiſes, like Preambles as?*twere, that the 
may the more freely and malicioufly calumniate 
On the other ſide, this Colour deccives, fromtit 
craft of friends; for they*l ſometimes take notice 
of the faults of their Friends, and ſpeak freely 


- of um; but they chuſe ſuch as may do them littl 


hurt, as if for all the reſt they were the beſt men 
in the world. Again, it dcceives,becauſe Friend 
uſe their Reprehenſions ( as we faid Enemics 
dotheir Commendations )) as certain little Prt- 
faces, after which they may expatiate more frec- 
ly 1n their praiſes, 
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>2:<N [] F, 4ntiquities of the firſt Age 
WE PY ( except thoſe we find in Sacred 
«10K rt) were buried in Oblivion 
_ GEted 2d Silence: Silence was ſuc- 


ceeded by Poetical Fables; and Fables a- 


. gain were followed by the Records we now 


enjoy. 80 that the Myſteries and Secrets 
of Antiquity were diſtinguiſhed and ſepa- 
rated from the Records and Evidences of 
ſucceeding times by the weil of FiGion, 
which interpoſed it ſelf, and came between 
thoſe things mhich periſhed, and thoſe which 
areextant. I ſuppoſe ſome are of opinion, 
that my purpoſe is to write Toys and Trifles, 
and to ujurp the ſame liberty in applying, 
that the Poets aſſumed in feigning, which I 
might do ( confeſs ) if I liſted, and with 
more ſerious. contemplation intermix theſe 
things, to delight either my ſelf in Medi- 
tation, or others in Reading. Neither am 
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the experiments of their Furnace. Al 


ſeen and noted the general levity and itt 


and yet for all this I relinquiſh not my oft 


looſneſs of a few ſhould altogether detrail 
from the reſped due to the Parables : Ft 


This tendive. 


Tienorant how fickle and inconſtant a thing 
f[iGion is, as being ſubje@f to be drawn and 
wreſted any way, and how great the commy- 
dity of wit and diſcourſe is, that 3s ablet 
apply things well, yet ſo as never meant by 
the firſt Authors. But T remember that thi 
liberty hath been lately much abuſed, in thi | 
many, to purchaſe the reverence of Antiqi: 
ty totheir own inventions and fancies, han 
for the ſame intent laboured to wreſt may 
Poetical Fables : Neither hath this oldanl | 
common vanity been uſed only of late ornm, 
and then: For even Chrylippus longay 
did (as an interpreter of dreams ) aſcril 
the opinions of the Stoicks to the Ancient 
Poets ; and more ſottiſhly do the Chymils 
appropriate the Fancies and Delights 
Poets in the transformations of Bodies, {] 


theſe things, I ſay, T have ſufficiently co 


frdered and weighed, and in them ha 
dulgence of mens Wits above Allegories, | 
#107. _ 


For firſt it may not be, that the folly and 


that 
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The Preface. 
that were a conceit which might favour of 
prophaneneſs and preſumption : For Reli> 
gion it ſelf doth ſometinees delight in ſuch 
veils and ſhadows : $6 that who ſo exempts 
them, ſeems in a manner to interdi@ all 
commerce between things Divine and Hu- 
man. But concernine Human Wiſdom, I 
do indeed ingenuonſly and freely confejs, 
that T am inclined to imagine, that under 
ſome of the Ancient FiGions lay couched 
. certain Myſicries and Allegories, even front 
their firſt invention. And Iam perſwaded 
( whether raviſhed with the Reverence 0 
Antiquity, or becauſe in ſoxce Fables I find 
ſach ſmgular propertion between the ſimili- 
| tude and the thing ſignified; and. ſuch apt 
and clear coherence in the very flraFure 0 
them, and propriety of names wherewith the 
perſons or aGors in them are inſcribed aud 
intituled Ythat no man can conſtantlyideny; 
but this ſence was in the Authors intent and pu 
meaning, when they firſt invented them, 
and that they purpoſely ſhadowed it in this 
fort: For who can be ſo ſtupid and blind 
in the open light, as (when he hears how 
Fame, after the Gyants were deſtrozed, 


ſprang up as their youngeſt Siſter ) not to 
referit to the mmurmurs and ſeditions reports 
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; trouble any man, if ſometime is he meet will 


The Preface. 

of both ſides, which are wont to fly abrjad 
for a time after the ſuppreſſing of Inſure: 
Gions? Or when he hears how the Gyan 
Typhon having cut ont. and brought ayy 
Jupiters Nerves, which Mercury ſtole fry 
him, and reſtored again to Jupiter ; dj 
20t preſently perceive how fitly it muy 
applied to powerful Rebellions, which tuh 
from Princes their Sinews of Money ai 
Authority; but ſo, that by affability (| 
Speech, and wiſe EdiGs (the minds of thr | | 
Subje@&s being in time privily, and as it wn 
by ſtealth reconciled ) they recover thi | 
ſtrength again £ Or when he hears how (n 
that memorable expedition of the Gods 
gainſt the Gyants ) the braying of Silen | 
his Aſs, conduced much to the profligatin 
of the Gyants, doth not confidently imagint | 
that it was invented to ſhew how the gre 
teſt enterpriſes of Rebels are oftentimes 

perſed with vain rumors and fears. 
Moreover,to what judement can the 
formity and ſjgnification vf Names ſto 
obſcure £ Seeing Metis, the Wife of Jupt 
ter, doth plainly ſrgnifie Counſel : Typhol, 
InfurreGion : Pan, Univerſality. Net 
ſis, Revenge, and the like » Neither |" 
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The Preface. 

Hiſtorical Narrations , or Additions for 
Ornaments ſake, or confuſion of Tinies, or 
ſomething transferred from one Fable to 
another, to bring in a new Allegory : For it 
could be no otherwiſe, ſeeing they were the 
inventions of Men, which lived in divers 
ages, and had alſo divers ends : Some being 
aucient, others neoterical ; ſome have ant eye 

to things Natural, others to Moral. 
There is another Areument, and that no 
\ ſmall one neither, to prove that theſe Fables 
contain certain hidden and involved meat 
ings, ſeeing ſome of them are obſerved tobe 
joabſurd and fooliſh in the very relation that 

they ſhew, and as it were proclaim a parable 

afar off: For ſuch Tales as are probable, 
they may ſeem tobe invented for delight, and 
in imitation of Hiſtory. And as for ſuch 
a no man would (o much as imagine or re- 
late, they ſeem to be ſought out for other 
ends: For what kind of fition is that, 
-| wherein Jupiter # ſaid to have taken Metis 
p| to wife, and, perceiving that ſhe was with 
|| obild, to have devoured her, whence himſelf 
0 concezving, brought forth Pallas armed out 
&-| of bis head 2 Truly, I think there was never 
j| dream (ſo different to the courſe of cogi- 
j| tation, and ſo full of monſtroſity ) ever 
batch 


- * 4 E 87. - - * 
bo - — = . ed 
"NEL CL I ELSSRYY $2=4> a oy -_ —_— . AF K OE 
ow _ — —— Dern þ.4 ” - _ _— 


— _ - ” — 
- © *- # & + ”. - - 4 
© a5 - - S.& L227 - —— 
_ *., oO ARE” a 4 
> IT nd LOSES IL-4 — T 
= - > ti A ” - + mm. _” 
_ Pg a — ——— 


_ - wart by 4 8 fo X - 
RY 0 vu 4 
4. 4a a wy) . , 1 -" E 
. — $5 vo by a + 1 
ef AS _ 


=Y wm wo s > 
—— — 
. —- ——— - A — - : FIR 
” _ "+ * af 
*- — 4 - + 2 - a 
* . . 
Ee Je — _ WS _ + A —_ 
ee th RR . ——_ Y-+ . ”— 2 . 
n © Cu ——_— 
n Y —_ = . - - * 
« q ' w 4 a> - wy 
_ . __ 


am 
—— pn——_—_— a . - = 
—_ W—_—  - -<—— — SY a * 
”” <<Oo—oe— LE a eee OE 
* 4 
+ - Vacs "ends - p _ - 
- - - - ” Xx 


” - 
_ -- 
Vs ye 
- EVI IEY y 
; T, == Wu” 


Ac, ee mr i rn 
» * Sw*4 x4 ” 9m — "I 
— —_ 

w—__ 


< "2 Z _-- «- = = 
- 4 : - 4 _ mi ” —_—_ 7 
- - _—_— _ _  g- ym" » ” , v4 0 v _ : = - - - » Y 
= Sa Rr CEE SN "3.4. — ———_ IDE 1 : LI > _—- = - =O 0-42 th < ox; : 
- A MAIS , WP = - : I « _ *. > x "4 V —_ ——— 4 Be =_- =—— - e=zf 225... —_ — a , 
- - => > nd - - > £ - r CS a - - ou . aw "_—_ - wa _ & ——— _— J_ — —> —_ — 20” % 
—-—- — - —- , nnn———n —— _— — i : 0 —_ - —_ —— <4 * — - . m"- —— L — - NAS" ” ” Pn > — 
. —_ " — . — - = W - . - - © _—— , _" "—_ —_ ' SSD —_ T2 © 
* _ .- - . - - © M D———— - - - ” — * IS —_— * 4 
— - © ., A ” " _ " . " - _ — = -0 4 = 
. _ —_ + « 0 PR, —— _ " LICE — EO £3 "ITT _—_— CT Ti — - —_—_ — y wy . 
4 = - - hd =— _— ” . . s — - "— " w__ 4 PENG. _— - ” : - — — _ - w_ 
A *. = i 7 26 _ x4 =Y F —- 7 - > "JI "= * "7 _ A *. 7”. ere eng w— Ade = —_IZ* ”- = - ap - 4a o _ 2Z4.4, a _ _—_ 4 A _ — _ | 
- ws ” - by - ” - 4 b lt as > _- - - - _ = — | L 
- "4 — x _ —+ Tg LCN -_ & - nd, yn - _ % > © = - : a - — %.4 >- - 
. ” ” - —_— ” ” . cabins " ” - ws n= % . 
- = > 2 2 RPEILS IS EZ 2 + 2.5 - —_—— —_—_— 2 © » w4.. 4 4__ nv */ — g .% | o- - - —— — = «ali. > on. OP . . -— wo wb ih 8 % by | 
—_— Gate. fa RITES <a _ - m_ r_—_ - _ —_— — _ _——— _ —_- -. _—_ — — —— _—_— — 2 & > "Wye wk wks - - pry " —_- _— ” _ . - . - wo =—__ _- —_ -_ —_ _— . 
wi «6 mafk > - = & — " d _ -«<- err _.z , * - « 2. - od 6 A k : => . w_ - Ls ” . Kks - 
Þ —_ ew SOD. On ” A. D —_—_—— — - - - C 1 P FY "on CAT) — = - - . 00-0 —_ - > —— —_— ” + 2 it 
- ——  <—_— do _ _- od %- = -_— = he EDS OC Fa 1.4 Fe "Xx PF "Yrs, = MS RAXY 9 = 2s Eat m_— 7 _-— OG ISE LE » 4.4. 2 Yao 9 AW; 19765 45 - _ _ A | 
. - oy - —_ -_ =o - a - . 4 - 
- . a — . —_ " _ ſl pm _- p T - — . < . . — 3. 444 EE Rs 8 ie ot Rt = tw) : - "FRET - ny 
_ w* # 44-7 = + 4.4” NIE Boo w—_ £2225 £07 ue .t a £9 > .C ry Med *%_ A . — o 6 *s. edema =» - «Io 3 
— —- " ya P__ a> _— So —_— —_— Sy eo Pa_—_—_ " p A. bg "mee" D rents = a > ” ow _ =W w Sad =_ voy _ _ - _—_ _—_ —_ - Cov mew» : _ 4.  . w Racy © ws 
EE ba A Sn oy TE ! . EEE ode Ie EP DDR SID SEE T err pegs az > 
_— -- « }, => Ll ts > w— SW? > Bo " PIX 443.4 4 T7 CREE Tn. #4. 4 we .” a ro - ' > : 1 =o2 _— - __-- yrs b - 4 q - —_ n.-c . be on DS —— - 
> - F 7 CT _ LET 4TATYL ' Y » * d Y% 1 —-+ <® -#, | . L - ” 4.4 + _ 4 —— 2 ” g _ : _— Pn 4 —_— > & 
tl, þ CRT. Os - ———— wow » Ly. ” _ ._” A SO - _ MW bs * . 4 '% a Av? ——————— 4 \ x ws 5 OT _ =. 
* _— ET 4 : " - Jr £ " ” : — _ - ſe cd 2 ny W 
*_—_ ” WE _—_ a. an. £ ——% - —— + a ” - m4. % X 
o—_—_ _ ——_ — - _- —_— L'Y ws | 
: £ - N 
b = . * oy 
-S - > — << CE Y - R _—_ T7. "> 
8 _— - ——— +. £ fo . : % a - 
—_ — > — ——_ L 4c. WM 
_ - — -- ” <2 — > _ 4 
© ” * ——_ ” wg l 
: Y es HO 
W 
i 
Lo - 


— ——- — AY =. : 
J F. . — - . - TY | , ” _ | 
ov ue TY ESI or oe y "= 
a ——_— % — ————_— OI 
SLE >,»  w'>* 


ſingular moment, many of theſe Fables ſee 


And the conſideration of this muſt neediit 


The Preface. 
hatcht in the Brain of Man. Abou 1] 


things this prevails moſt with me, andiz 


20t to be invented of thoſe by whom they 


related and celebrated, as by Homer, Hel.| 


od, and others. For if zt were ſo, that thy 
took beginning in that age, and from thi 
Authors by whom they. are delivered ul 


brought to our hands: : My mind giverm| 


there could be no great or high matter ex) 
peGed, or ſuppoſed to proceed fromtheni 


reſpe& of theſe Originals. But if withi| 


tention we conſider the matter,it will ajjeu, 
that they were delivered .and related s 
things formerly believed and received, al 
ot as newly invented and offered untin 
Beſides, ſeeing they are diverſly related 
Writers that lived near about o01C and ik 
ſelf- ſame time, we may eaſily perceivetid 
they were. common things, derived ji 
precedent memorials; and that they becai 
UAariO0Hs, by reaſon of the divers Or14meil 
beſtewed on them by. particular relatim!. 


creaſe in us a great.opinion of them, a 
to be accounted either the effects of the tim 
or 1nventions of. the Poets : but as Sar 
Relicks,: or abſtraFed Airs of better tam 


wh 
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The Preface. = 
which by tradition from more Ancient Na- 
tions, fell intothe Trumpets and Flutes of 
the Grecians. But if any do obſtinately 
contend, that Alleeories are always adven- 
titially; and as it were by conſtraint, never 
naturally and properly included in Fables, 
we will not be amch troubleſom, but ſuffer 
them to enjoy that gravity of judgment, 
which I am ſure they affeF, although indeed 
it be but Iumpiſh, and almoſt leaden. And 
( if they be worthy to be taken notice of) we 
will began afreſh with them in ſome other 
EE 

There is found among Men (and it goes 
for currant) atwofold uſe of Parables, and 
thoſe, C which is more to be admired _) re- 
ferred to contrary ends conducing as well 
to the folding up, and keeping of things un- 
der a veil, as to the enlightning and laying 
open of obſcurities. But omitting the former, 
(rather than to undergo wrangling,and aſſu- 
ming ancient Fables as things vagrant, and 
compoſed only for delight )) the latter muſt 
queſtionleſs (till remain as not to be wreſied 
Jrom us by any violence of wit, neither cait 
any ( that is but meanly learned ) hinder, 
bit it muſt abſolutely be received, gs a thing 
Save and ſober, free from all vanity, and 
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The Preface: 
exceeding profitable and neceſſary toall $i. 
ences. This 3s it, I ſay, that leads them 
derftanding of Man by an eaſte and ventl 
paſjage through all novel and abſiruſe inve- | 
tions, which any way differ from commun 
received opinions. T herefore in the firſt age, 
( when many Human inventions and 
cluſtons, which are now common andvu[gu, 
were new, and not generally known ) ul 
things were full of Fables, Enigmaes, Pat 
bles, and Similes of all forts: By whit| 
they ſought to teach and lay open, not to bi 
and conceal knowledg, eſpecially ſeeing it 
underſtandings of Men were in thoſe tim 
rude and impatient, and almoſt incaputt 
of any ſubtilties; ſuch. things only exi| 
ted, as were the obje&Fs of Senſe; fot 
Hieroglyphicks preceded Letters, oF 
rables were more ancient than Argnumiti 
And in theſe days alſo, he that wouldils 
minate Mens minds anew in any old matt, 
and that not with diſprofit and harſn 
muſt abſolutely.take the ſame courſe, and.t\ 
the help of Similes. Wherefore after 
#hat hath been ſaid; we will thus conclutt 
The Wiſdomof the Ancients, if wa | 
ther much, or happy £ Much, if theſe Fr 
gures and Tropes were: invented by ſi 
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Fhe Pretace. > 
and premeditation ; Happy, if they ( i#* 
tending nothing leſs ) gave matter and -oc* 


caſion to ſo many worthy Meditations. As 
concerning my Labours ( if there be any 


thing in them which may do good ) I wit 


0n neither part count them ill beſtowed, my 
purpoſe being to illuſtrate either Antiquity, 
or things themſelves. Neither am I ignorant 
that this very Subje&# hath been attempted 
by others : But to ſpeak as I think, and 
that freely without oftentation, the dig- 
nity and efficacy of the thing, is almoſt loſe 
by theſe Mens Writings, though voluminous 
and full of pains, whilſt not diving into the 
depth of Matters, but skilful only in certain 
common places , have applied the ſenſe of 
theſe Parables to certain vulgarand general 
Things, not ſo much as glancing at their 
true Vertue, Genuine Propriety, and full 
Depth. I ( if I be not deceived ) ſhall be 
new 1H COmmon Things. Wherefore leavins 
ſjuch as are plain and open, I will ain at 
further and richer matters. 
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TO THE 


1C H Mineof Art, Minion of Mercury; 


True Truch-Man of the Mind of Myſtery 


Inventions Store- Houſe, Nymph of Helicon 


Deep Moralift of Time. Tradition. 
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Unto this Paragon of Brutus Race, | 


oO» _= £m. 
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Preſent thy Service, and with cheerful Grace 
Szy, ( if Pythagoras belie d may be 
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The Soul of Ancient Wiſdom lives in Thees 
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WISDOM 


OF THE 


ANCIENTS. 


CASSAND RA, or Divination. 
a H E Poets Fable, That Apollo be- 


by her many ſhifts and cunning 
fleights {till deluded in his de- 
fire , but yet fed on with hope 
| until {uch time as (he had drawn 
from him the gift of Prophecyivg 3 and having 

by ſuch her diffimulation, in the end, attaincd to 
that which from the beginning ſhe ſought after 3 
at laſt, flatly rejected his Suit. Who finding 
himſelf fo far engaged in his promiſe, as that 


be could not by any means revoke again his raſh 
gift, and yet enflamed with an earneſt defire of 


revenge, highly diſdaining te be made the {corn 
of a crafty wench, annexed a penaly to his pro- 


ing, enamoured of Caſſandra,vwas 
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2 The Wiſdom of the Ancients. 
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miſe, to wit, that ſhe ſhould ever foretel the 


truth, but never be believed : So were herDj- 


vinations always faithful , but at no time regar- 


ded, whereof the till found the experience, yez, 


even in the ruine of her own countrey, which 
ſhe had often forewarned them of, but they nci- 
ther gave credit nor car to her words. This Fabk 
{cems to intimate the unprofitable liberty of un- 
timely admonitions and councels. For they that 
are {o over-weened with the ſharpnels and dex- 
terity of their own wit and capacity, as that they 
diſdain to ſubmit themſelves to the document 
of Apollo, the God of Harmony , whereby to 
learn and obſerve the method and meaſure of a 
fairs, the grace and gravity of diſcourle, the 
differences between the more judicious and mor 
yulgar cars, and the due times when to ſpcak and 
when to be ſilent be they never ſo ſenſible and | 
pregnant, and their judgments never ſo profound | 
and profitable, yet in all their endeayours the 
of perſwaſion or. perforce, they avail nothing 
neither are they of any moment to advantage | 
manage matters, but do rather haſten on tit 
ruin of all thoſe that they adhere or devote then 
{elves unto. ' And then at laſt when calamlty 
hath made men feel the event of negled, tht 
ſhall they too late be reverenced as deep forelet 
ing and faithful Prophets. Whereot a notabl: 
inttance is eminently ſet forth in Marcus Ct 
Uticenſis, Who as from a watch-tower dilcovtr 


<d afar off, and as an Oracle long forctold, tit | 


approaching ruin of his Country, and the ant 
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ted tyranny hovering over the State, both in 
the firſt conſpiracy, and as it was proſecuted in 
the Civil contention between Ceſar and Pompey, 
and did no good the while, but rather harmed 
the Commonwealth, and haſtened on his Coun- 
trys bane , which M. Cicero wiſcly obſerved, and 
writing toa Familiar Friend, doth in theſe terms 
excellently deſcribe, Cato optime ſentit, ſed nocet 
interdum Reipublice : Loquitur enim tanquam in 


Republica Platonis, non tanquam in face Romnli. 


Cato ( faith he ) judgeth profoundly, but in the 
mean time damnifies the State, for he ſpeaks as 
in the Common-wealth of Plato and not as in 
the dregs of Romulus. 


TYP HON, or a Rebel. 


J- NO. being vexed (ſay the Poets) that Ju- 

piter had begotten Pallas by himſelf without 

her, earneſtly preſſed all the other Gods and 

Goddeſſes that the might alſo bring forth of her 
{elt alonc without him and having by violence 

and importunity obtained a grant thereof, ſhe - 
{mote the earth, and forthwith ſprang up Typhon 
a huge and horrid Monſter : This ſtrange Birth 
(he commits to a Serpent ( as a Foſter-Father ) 
to nouriſh itz who no ſooner came to ripeneſs of 
years, but he provokes Fxpiter to battel. In the 
conflict, the Giant getting the upper hand, takes 
fupiter upon his ſhoulders , carries him into a 
So EY I-4-- xemote 
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remote and obſcure Countrey, and ( cutting 
out the finews of his hands and feet ) brought 
them away, and fo left him miſerably mangle 
and maimed. But Merczry recovering the> 
nerves from Typhon by {tealth, reſtored them. 
gain to. 7upiter. Pei being, again by thi 
means coxroborated, aflaults the Monſter afrelh 
and at the firſt firikes him with a thunder.bol;, 


| from whoſeblood Serpents were ingendred, Thi 
Monfter at length fainting and flying, Jujir | 
calts on him the mount Etna, and with th | 


Weight thereof cru{ht him. 


tune of Princes, and the rebellious inſurrection 
of Traytors in a State, For Princes may wel 
be {aid to be married to their Dominions, as j# 
piter was to F#no: but it happens now and ther, 
that bcing deboſhed by the long cuſtom of enys 
ring and bending towards tyranny, they endes 
your to draw all to themſelves, and (-conten 
ning the Counſel of their Nobles and Senator) 
hatcht Laws in their own brain, that is, diſpa 
of things by their own fancy and abſolute power 
The people ( repining at this ) ſtudy how t 
create and ſet upa Chief of their own cho 
This project by the ſecret inſtigation of the Peer 
and Nobles, doth for the molt part take hisb* 
ginning by whoſe connivence the Commons 


being ſet on edg, there follows a kind of mur 


muring or diſcontent in the State , ſhadow'd by 
the Infancy of Typhon, which heivg nurſt by ti 


yulgat 


This Fable ſeems to point at the variable tor: 


natural pravity and clowniſh malignity of tie| 
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valgar fort ( unto Princes as infeſtuous as Ser- 


pents) is again repaired by renewed ſtrength, 


and at laſt breaks out into open Rebellion, which 
( becauſe it brings infinite miſchiets upon Prince 
and People ) is repreſented by the moritrous 
deformity of Typhon : his hundred heads {1gnific 
their divided powers his hery mouths their in- 


flamed intents his ſerpentine circles their peſti- 


lent malice in belieging,z his iron hands, their 
mercileſs ſlaughters3 his Eagles talons , their 
greedy rapines 3 his plumed body, their continu- 
al rumours and {conts, and fears, and ſuch like 
and ſometimes theſe rebellions grow {o potent, 
that Princes are inforced (tranſported as it were 
by the Rebels, and forſaking the chict Seats and 
Cities of the Kingdom) to contract their power, 
and (being deprived of the finews of money and 
majeſty ) betake themſelves to ſome remote and 
obſcure corner within their dominions: but in 
procels of time ( if they bear their misfortunes 
with moderation ) they may recover their 
ſixength by the vertue and indultry of Mercxry,. 
that ts, they may ( by becoming affable, and by 
reconciling the minds and wills of their Subje&s 
with grave cdids and gracious ſpeech ) excite 
an alacrity to grant Aids and Subſidies whereby 
toltrengthen their Authority anew. Neverthe- 
leſs having learned to be wiſe and wary, they 
wil refrain to try the chance of Fortune by war, 
and yet ſtudy how to ſupprels the reputation of 


the Rebels by ſome famous action, which if it 


{all out anſwerable to their expeation, the Re- 
bels 
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6 TheWiſdomof the Ancients, 
bels finding themſelves weakned, and fearingthe 
faccels of their broken projects 3 betake them: 
{elves to ſome fleight and vain bravadoes, like 
the hiſſing of Serpents, and at length in deſpair 
betake themſelves to flight, and then when the 
begin to break, it 15{afe and timely for Kingsty 
purſue and oppreſs them with the forces and 
weight of the Kingdom, as 1t were with the 
mountain tn. | 


The CYCLO PS, or the Miiſters of | 


Terror. 


T HEY fay that the Cyclops, for theirher 
neſs and cruelty were by Fpiter caſt int 

Hell, and there doomed to perpetual imprilor 
ment but Tellus perſwaded Fupiter that it woul 
do well, if being ſet at liberty, they were put 
to forge Thunder-bolts, which being done ac 
cordingly, they became ſo painful and induſtr- 
ous, as that day and night they continued han 
mering, out in laborious diligence Thunder-bolts 
and other inſtruments of terror. Tn procels d 
time Jrpiter having conceived a diſpleaſure® 
gainlt ſculaping, the Son of Apollo, for relt(- 
ring adead man to life by Phytick : and conceal 
ing his diſlike ( becauſe there was no juſt cul 
of anger, the deed being pious and famow) 
ſecretly incens'd the Cyclops againſt him, wil 
without delay flew him with a Thunder-b0t 
" EI Ire atS: heh n: : 
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The Wiſdom of the Ancients. 7 
In revenge of which a&3 Apollo ( Fupiter not 
prohibiting it ) ſhot them to death with his 
Arrows. 

This Fable may be applicd to the projects of 
Kings, who having cruel, bloody, and exacting 
Officers, do-firſt puniſh and diſplace them 3 at- 
terwards by the counſel of Tellus, that is, of ſome 
baſe and ignoble perſon, and by the prevailing 
reſpe& of profit they admit them into their pla- 
ces again, that they may have inſtruments in a 
readineſs, if at any time there ſhould need either 
ſeverity of execution, or acerbity of exaction. 
Theſe ſervile creatures being by nature cruel, and 


. by their former fortune exaſperated, and per- 
 ceiving well what is expected at their hands, do 


ſhew themſelves wonderful officious in ſuch kind 
of imployments 3 but being too raſh and preci- 
pitate in {ecking countenance and creeping into 
tavour, do ſometimes take occaſion from the (e- 
cret becknings and ambiguous commands of their 
Prince to perform ſome hateful execution. But 
Princes ( abhorring the fat, and knowing well 
that they ſhall never want ſuch kind of infiru- 
ments ) do utterly forſake them, turning them 
over to the friends and allies of the wronged, to 


theiraccuſations and revenge, and to the general 


hatred of the people; ſo that with great ap- 
plauſe and, proſperous wiſhes and acclamations 
towards the Prince, they are brought, rather too 
ate than undeſerved]y, to a miſerable cnd. 
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© NARCISSUS, or Self-Low. 


and beautiful, but wonderful proud and 
diſdainful; wheretore deſpiling all others ine: 


{ſpect of himſelf, he leads a ſolitary life in the 
woods and chaſes with a few followers, to whon 


he alone was all in all; amongſt the reſt ther | 


follows him the Nymph Eccho. During hs 
courſe of life, it fatally fo chanced, that hecane 
to a clear fountain, upon the bank whereot he 
lay down to repoſe himſelf in the heat of th 
day. And having cſ{pyed the ſhadow of hisom 
face in the-water, was {ſo be{otted and raviſhed 
with the contemplation and admiration thered, 
that he by no means poſſibly could be dram 
from beholding his image in this Glaſs; inf 


much that by continual gazing thereupon, hep- 


ned away to nothing,and was at laſt turned int 
a lower of his own name, which appears inc 
beginning of the Spring, and is facred totir 
internal powers, Pluto, Proſerpina, and the Fu 
ries. 

This Fable ſeems to ſhew the diſpoſitions and 
fortunes of thoſe, who in reſpect either of their 
beauty or other gift wherewith they are adorned 
and graced by nature without the help of indy 
ſtry, are ſo far beſotted in themſelves as that the) 


prove the cauſe.of their own deſtruction, For 


T HEY fay that Narciſſus was exceeding far |. 
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The Wiſdom of the Ancients. 9g 
it is the property of men infeced with this hu- 
mour not to come much abroad, or to be con- 
verſant in civil affairs, ſpecially fecing thoſe that 
are in publick place muſt of neceſſity encounter. 
with many contempts and {corns, which may 
much deje& and trouble their minds, and there- 
fore they lead for the mott part a {olitary, private, 
and obſcure life, attended on with a few follow- 
ers, and thoſe ſuch as will adore and admire 

them, like an Eccho flatter them in all their {ay- 

_ ings, and applaud them in all their words. So 
that being by this cuſtom ſeduced and putt up, 
and as it were ſtupihed with the admiration of 
themſelves, they are poſlefled with fo ſtrapge a 
floth and idlenels, that they grow in a manner 
benum#*d and defective of all vigourand alacrity. 
Elegantly doth this flower appearing in the be- 
2inning,of the ſpring, repreſent the likeneſs of 
theſe mens diſpoſitions, who in their youth do 
flouriſh and wax famous, but being come to 
ripeneſs of years, they deceive and fruſtrate the 
good hope that is conceived of them. Neither 
1$it impertinent that this flower is {aid to be con- 
lecrated to the infernal deities, becauſe men of 
this diſpoſition become unprofitable to all hu- 

' man things. For whatſoever produceth no Fruit 
of 1t ſelf, but paſſeth and vaniſheth as if it never 
had been, (like the way of a Ship in the Sea ) 


that the Ancients were wont to dedicate to the 
ghoſts and powers below. 


Ee tir 


2” £50 - 


fla oO 
RE L _ 
om —m—s 


: oO 
———_r—moag——— ; 
> ESE: 


—>— Ave 


_— - Ws «+ 
hee. bm me en A OO -  - 


% 6 td I : 
- — ——z l 
__ mn ry a 
” __— : . 7 : «= $——— * 
| : Py _—_ : ., - AZ - - P ODT | 
- = - => SY SAL — Po - , . — s —w 2 - SS i. - - "2 MA. : y us Þ 
—_ _ \ SIE ET __._ | : : I, + -— 46 _ . —- _— - _ 
- —— i *—_ —<4 > —_— — ee A RRo<ksy, 
, * #4 - -- * pl — — 
= : — _ = —_ I. Fang VF" SY =” i W og oo oe» or A OOO _* 
_ 4,  —_ p_— —_- HC ——— —_ — - - - — gt... L oy -. <>... s -. P i > pay. #.._ > S_ | 
- _ _ Wt —— = — 
= ” —_— * -F " ma - LL = he : - - - D m T_T C———— 
na . bd : - —_— Tz. co, » ———— 
TY . ——_— -. 7 "6 | a0) - 5 - "y ALT ES re =o 
. ut CIEERX, na — — — — hard PR : SS _—_ , 
— Q : : — >= tg bh ot ei Be hy, —_ 4 Sata — wo” 
U =P CRE *. Sa _ - _ - —_. >: = ” 4 < tw — i _ - oo V 
= - — wtm_—_ p: - nee -. - - ——_— - 4 t—_ ey 
pms PRE = _ _ ©. . — +444 _— 
= " 
RSX 7 LITE nnm — — —_— A _ ot v _ —_ & - 2A ——— - 
—_ Sy + ——— — — X GATE =, W_- - - —— A I x —_ b| 
_ — — -” p; Lam#£ £ "—— — SL EEIEERESTS Ze — x > re "- __ a5g2 +2 ar wagon, - I mY 
DYC __ —————.cc—naw——x—q S— 7 ——=— "<0 5 - AY - 2 3. F. © - Pave A. k bo "WS UW I LS 2-4 SC a 
mor me m_ To + nx - 


+ _ 
A —— NS 
RES no AR 


- — F A 
nr, rw. "yy a 
- - RR... CD — _— 


*(2$41% 1.117 bd 
4 IEAY . 


_ _— 
ths * — Pay 
- © 0 v2 um ee oe ppro eee” oo eno—e—s oo—_ ————<=<0c— <A > XX vo 


4 WSLAITTTET G3 EL ERGET THT CRE #14 4 


io The Wiſdomof the Ancients, 


S PYX, or Leagnes. 


MHE Oath by which the Gods were-way 
to oblige themſelves (when they meanty 
ratifie any thing fo firmly as never to revokeit) 
is a thing well known to the vulgar, as bin 
mentioned almoſt in every Fable, which wx 
when they did not invoke or call to witneſs ay 
ccleſtial majeſiy or divine power, but 6nly th 
River Styx, that with crooked and Mea 
turnings incircleth the Palace of the infernalD 
This was held as the only manner of theirs 
crament, and beſides it, not any other voyt 
be accounted firm and inviolable, and therdir 
the puniſhment to be inflitcd (if any did peru | 


themſelves) was that for certain years thy | 


{hould be put out of commons, and not tolt 
admitted to the table of the Gods: | 
This Fable ſeems topoint at the Leaguesa 

Pacts of Princes, of which more truly thao 
portunely may be faid, that be they nei bi 
ſtrongly confirmed with the folemnity and ti 
gion of an Oath; yet are for the moſt part of 
validity 3 infomuch that they .are made rativ 
with an eye to reputation, and report and ct 
mony, than tofaith, fecutity and effte&; Mor 
over add to theſe the bonds of affinity; as 


| Sacraments of nature, and mutual deſerts ofead 


part, and you ſhall obſerve; that with a gre 
| many] 
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The Wiſdom of the Ancients. 17 


many, all theſe things are placed a degree under 
ambition and profit, and the licentious defire of 
domination., and {o much the rather, becauſe ic 
is an caſie thing for Princes to detend and cover. 
their unlawful deſires and: unfaithful vows, with 
many outwardly ſeeming fair pretexts, eſpecially 
ſeeing there is no Umpire or Moderator of mat- 
ters concluded upon to whom a reaſon ſhould be. 
tendred. Therefore there 1s no true and proper 


thing made choice of, for the confirmation of 


faith, and that no celeſtial power neither, but is 
indeed Neceſſity (a great God to great Potentates) 
the peril alſo of State, and the Communication 
of profit.. As for Neceſſity, 1t 15 elegantly repre- 
ſented by Styx, that fatal and irremeable River 


and this Godhead did Tphicrates, the Athenian, 


call to the Confirmation of a. League, who be- 
cauſe he alone, is found to ſpeak plainly that 
which many hide covertly in their Breaſts, it 
would not be amiſs to relate his words. He ob- 
ſerving how the Lacedemonians had thonght up- 
on, and propounded divers Cautions, Sanctions, 


 Confirmations and Bonds, pertaining to Leagues, 


interpoſed thus ; Vnum Lacedemonii, nobis vobif- 
cum vinculum , &* ſecuritatis ratio eſſe poſſit , fi 
plane demonſtretis, vos ea nobis conceſſiſſe, & inter 
manus poſuiſſe, at vobis facultis ledendi nos fi 
maxime velletis minime ſuppetere poſſit. There is 
one thing ( O Lacedemonians ) that would link 
us unto you 1n the Bond of Amity , and be the 
ocalion of Peace and Security, which is, if you 
would plainly demonſtrate,that you have yielded 
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Wiſdom of the Ancients, 


up and put into our hands ſuch things as that, 
would you hurt us never {o fain, you {hould yet 
be disfurniſbed of means to do it. IF therefor 
the power. of hurting be taken away, or if by 
breach of League there follow the danger of the 
rum or diminution of the State or Iribute; then 
indeed the Leagues may ſcem to be ratified and 
eſtabliſhed, and as it were confirmed by the $ 
crament of the Stygian Lakes ſeeing that it in 
cludes the fear of prohibition and ſuſpenſion 
from the Table of the Gods, under whichnane 
the Laws and Prerogatives, the plenty andfelic- | 
ty of a Kingdom were fignified by the Aus 
entys 
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P AN, or Nature. 


T HE- Ancients have exquiſitely deſcribed Ns 


trre under the perſon of Pan, whoſe orig 

nal they leave doubttul; tor ſome ſay that he ws 
the Son of Mercury, others attxibute unto him4 
far different beginning, affirming him to betix 
common Oft-{pring of Penelopes Suitors, upM1 
(uſpition , that every one of them had to 06 
with her, which latter relation doubtleſs ga" 
occaſion to ſome after Writers to intitle thisar 
cient Fable with the name of Penelope, a think 
very frequent amongſt them, when they app 
old fictions to young perſons and names, al 
that iwany times abſurdly and indiſcreetly; - 
fa 


EIT PE Treat . p——aa Les __—_——<<——_—_—_——_— 


| F [0 , an Ch 336 $44 $4 SOIT, p4 "TX: 
$48 5% Sebi UNILTEITETLTRS. 431 $40 $708 Wu 440) 
Yo , [ $:06:0 , . 


"- 
— 2 —IES - 


The Wiſdom of the Ancients! 15 
may be ſeen here: For Pan being one of the 
Ancient Gods, was long before the time of Vlyſ- 
ſes and Penelope. Beſides ( for her Matronal 
Chaſtity ). ſhe was held venerable by Antiquity. | 
Neither may we pretermit the third conceit of 
his Birth : For ſome ſay, that he was the Son of 
Jupiter and Hybris, which ſignifies contumely or 
diſdain. But howloever begotten , the Parce 
( they ſay ) were his lifters. He 1s pourtrayed 
by the Ancients in this guiſe 3 on his Head a pair 
of horns to reach to Heaven, his Body rough and 
Hairy, his Beard long and ſhaggy, his ſhape 
biformed above like a Man, below like a Beaſt, | 
his feet like Goats-hoots, bearing theſe Enfigns 
of his Juriſdiftion, to wit, in his left-hand a 
Pipe of ſeven Reeds, and in his right a Sheep- 
hook, or a Staff crooked at the upper end , and 
his Mantle made of a Leopards skin. His digni- 
ties and offices were theſe, He was the God of 
Hunters, of Shepherds, and of all Rural Inha- 
. | bitants: chief Preſident alſo of Hills and Moun- 
;| fains, and next to Mercary, the Ambaſſador of 
; | the Gods. Moreover, He was accounted the 
e | Leader and Comnaander of the Nymphs, which 
4| werealways wont to dance the rounds, and frisk 
1 | about hin: 3 he was acoſted by the Satyrs and the 
i | 0d Sileni, Hehad power alſo to ſtrike men with 
n- | {rrors, and thoſe eſpecially vain and ſuperſtiti= 
ig. | Ws,which are termed Panickfears, His acts were 
lf not many, tor ought that can be foundin Re- 
1 cords,the chiefeſt was,that he challenged Czpid at 
x | Teeſiling, in which conflict he had the foil. The 
aj Y tals 


err 


14 TheWiſdomof the Ancients, 
tale goes too, how that he caught the GyantTy. 
phonin a Net,and held him faft. Moreover,when 
Ceres (grambling and chahing that Proſerpina wa 
raviſhed ) had hid herſelf away, and that al 
the Gods took pains ( by diſperſing themſelyg 
into every corner ) to find her out, it was only 
his good hap ( as he was hunting ) tolighto 
her, and acquaint the reli where ſhe was,. k 
pres alſo to put it to the tryal who wasthe 

eſt Muſician, he or Apollo, and by the judgment 
of Midas was indeed preferred : But the wik 
Judg had a pair of Aſſes Ears privily chopt t 
his Noddle for his ſentence. Of his Love-tricks 
there is nothing reported, or at lealt not mud 
a thing to be wondred at, eſpecially beingamory 
a troop of Gods {o profuſely amorous. This on 
1s {aid of him, that he loved the Nymph Ea 
( whom he took to Wife) and'one pretty Wend 
more called Syrinx, towards whom Cxpid (ina 
angry and revengeful humour, becauſe fo aud 
ciouſly he had challenged him at wreſtling ) in- 
famed his defire. Moreover, he had no iſue 
(which is a marvel allo, ſeeing the Gods, elpect 
ally thoſe of the male kind, were very generative) 
only he was the reputed Father of a little Gi 
called Jambe, that with many pretty tales ws 
wont to make ſtrangers merry 3 but. ſome thinl 
that he did indecd- beget her by his wife Jam 
This ( if any be) is a noble tale, as: being lil 
ovt and big-bellied wich the Secretsand Mylicns 
of Nature. 
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The Wiſdom of the Ancients. 1+ 
- Pan (as his name imports ) repreſents and 
Jays open the All of Things or Nature. Con- 
cexning, his original there are two only opinions 
that go for currant 3 for either he came of Mer- 
_ cury, that is, the Word of God, which the holy 
Scriptures without all controverhie aftrm, and 
{uch of the Philoſophers as had any {mack of 
Divinity afſented unto; or cHe from the confuſed 
Seeds of things. For they that would have one 
fimple beginning, refer it unto 30d or it a 
materiate beginning, they would have it various 
in power. Sothat we may end the controverhe 
with this diſtribution, That the World took be- 
ginning, Either from Mercury, or from the {ceds 


ot all Things. 
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Virg. Eclog. 6. 
Namque canebat uti magnum per inane coacta. ' 
Semina, terrarumque, animeque mariſque fuiſſents 
Et liquids ſimul ignis : Et bis exordia primis 
Omnia, & ipſe tener mundi concreverit Orbis. 


For rich-vein'd Orphezs {weetly did rehearſe 

| How that the Seeds of Fire, Air, Water,Earth, 

|| Wereallpactin the vaſt void Univerſe: _ 
| And how from theſe as Firltlings,all hed birth; 
And how the Body of this Orbick frame, 

{| From tender infancy (o big became. 


d But as touching the third conceit of Pans Ori- 
& gival, it ſeems that the Grecians ( either by in- 

tercourſe with the Egyptians, Or one way Or 
other ) had heard ſomething, of the Hebrew My- 
il V 2 [iexics 3 
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16 The 


ſeries 3 for it points to the ſtate of the World, 
not canfidered in immediate Creation, but after 
the fall of Adam, expoſed and made ſubje& to 
Death and Corruption : For in that ſtate it was 
(and remains to this day ) the Off-ſpring of 
God and Sin, And therefore all theſe Three 
Narrations concerning the manner of Pans birth 
may {eem to be true, if it be rightly diſtinguiſhed 
between Things and Times. For this Paz or 
Nature ( which we ſuſpect, contemplate and 
reverence more than is fit.) took beginning from 
the Word of God by the means of confuſed 
matter, and the entrance of prevarication and 
corruption. The deſtinies may well be thought 
the filters of Pan or Nature, becauſe the begin- 
nings and continuances, and corruptions and 
depreſſions, and difſolutions, and eminences,and 
labours and felicities of things, and all the char- 
ces which can happen unto any thing are linkt 
with the chain of cauſcs natural. 

Horns are attributed unto him, becauſe Homs 
are broad at the root and ſharp at the ends, tie 
nature of all things being like a Pyramis (harp 
the top. For individual or ſingular things being 
inhnite are firſt collected into ſpecies, which at 
many alſo; then from ſpectes 1nto generals, and 
from generals ( by aſcending, ) are contrafted | 
into things or notions more general; ſo that 
length Nature may ſeem to be contracted into 
an unity, Neither is it to be wondred at, thit 
Pan toucheth Heaven with his Horns, ſeeing it 


height of nature or univerſal Ideas do in = ? 
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The Wiſdom of the Ancients, 17 
ſort pertain to things Divine, and there is a ready 
and ſhort paſſage from Metaphyſick, to natural 
Theology. | 
 Thebody of Nature iselegantly and with deep 
judgment depainted hairy , repreſenting. the 
beams or operations of creatures 3 for beams are 
45 it were the hairs and briftles of Nature, and 
every creature is either more or leſs beamy, which 
is moſt apparent in the faculty of ſceing, and 
no leſs in every vertue and operation that effectu- 
at?s upon a diſtant object, for whatſoever works 
up any thing afar off, that may rightly be ſaid 
to dart forth rays or beams. 

Morcover Pans beard is (ſaid to be exceeeding 
long, becauſe the beams or influences of celeſtial 
bodies do operate and pierce fartheſt of all ; and 
the Sun, when ( his higher half 1s ſhadowed 
with a cloud ) his beams break out in the lower, 
and looks as if he were bearded. 

Nature 1s alſo excellently ſet forth with a 
bitormed body, with reſpe& to the differences 
between ſuperior and inferior creatures. For 
one part, by reaſon of their pulchritude, and 
equability of motion,and conſtancy and domini- 
on over the earth and earthly things, is worthily 
{et out by the ſhape of man : and the other part 
n reſpe& of their perturbations and unconſtant 
motions ( and therefore needing to be modera- 
ted by the celeſtial ) may be well fitted with the 
igure of a brute beaſt, This deſcription of his 
body pertains alſo to the participation of Species, 
for no natural being ſeems to be limple, but as it 
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18 TheWiſdom of the Ancients. 
were participated and compounded of two. | 
for example, man hath ſomething of a heal, 
beaft ſomething of a plant, a plant ſomethin 
of inanimate body, of that all natural things 
are in very deed bitormed, that is to ſay, com- 
pounded of a ſuperior and inferior Species. 
It is a witty Allegory, that fame of the feet 
of the Goat, by reaſon of the upward tending 
motion of terreftial bodies towards the Air and 
Heaven,for the Goat is a climbing creature, that 
foves to be hanging about the rocks and (te 
mountains; and this is done alſo in a wonderhi 
manner, even by thoſe things which ate deſt- 
nated to this inferior Globe, as may manifeſt 
appear i clouds and Meteors. 
The two Enſigns which Pan bears in hishand 
do point, the one at Harmony, the other at En 
pire : Forthe Pipe conliſting of feven reeds, doth 
evidently demonſtrate the concent, and Harmb- 
ny, and diſcordant concord of all inferior cre 
tures, which is cauſed by the motion of the ſer 
Planets : And that of the Sheep: hook may bt 
excellently applyed to the order of nature, whicl 
15 partly right, partly crooked : This ſtaff there 
fore or rod is ſpecially crooked in the upper end 
becauſe all the works of Divine Providence intit 
world are done in a far fetcht and circular matr 
ner; fo that one thing may ſeem to be effedte 
and yet indeed a clean contrary brought to pak; 
as the ſelling of ' Joſeph into Egypt, and the lik 
Beſides in all wiſe Human Government, thi 
that fit at the Helm do more happily brivg tii 
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The Wiſdom of the Ancients. 19 
purpoſes about, and infinuate more eaſily into 
the minds of the people, by pretexts and oblique 
courſes, than by direct methods : ſo that all Scep- 
ters and Maſſes of authority ought in very decd 
to be crooked in the upper end: 

Pans Cloak or Mantle is ingeniouſly feigned to 
be a skin of a Leopard, becauſe it 15 full of ſpots: 
So the Heavens are ſpotted with Stars, the Sea 
with Rocks and WHlands, the Land with flowers, 
and every particular creature allo is for the moſt 
part garniſhed with divers colours abont the ſu- 
perficies, which 1s as it were a Mantle unto it. 

The Office of Pan can be by nothing fo lively 
conceived and expreſt, as by feigning him to be 
the God of Hunters, for every natural action, 
and fo by conſequence, motion and progreſſion, 
is nothing elſe but a Hunting, Arts and Sciences 
have their works, and Human Counſels their 
ends which they earneſtly hunt after. All natural 
things have either their food as a prey, or their 
Pleature as a Recreation which they ſeek tor, 
and that in moſt expert and ſagacious manner. 


Torva Leena Lupum ſequitur, Lupus ipſe Capel+ 
| lam, « ; | 
Florentem Cytiſum ſequitur laſciva Capella. 


The hungry Lioneſs, ( with ſharp deſire ) 
Purſues tha, Wolf, the Wolt the wanton Goat: 
The Goat again doth greedily aſpire 

To have the trifoil jayce pats down her 


Throat, 
V 4 Pan 
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20 TheWiſdom of the Ancients. 


Pan is alſo {aid tobe the God of the Country. 
Clowns, becauſe men of this condition lead lives 
more agreeable unto Nature, than thoſe that liv 
in the Cities and Courts of Prince, where Natur: 
by too much Art is corrupted : So as the fayi 
of the Poet (though inthe ſenſe of Love) might 
be here verified : | | 


Pars minima eſt ipſa puella ſui. 


The Maid ſo trickt her ſelf with Art, 
That of her ſelf ſhe is leaſt part. 


He was held to be Lord Preſident of the Mow- 
tains, becauſe in the high Mountains and Hil 
Nature lays her (el moſt open and men moſt ap 
to view and contemplation.” © 

Whereas Pan 1s {aid tobe ( next unto Mew 
ry the Meſſenger of the Gods, there isin tht 
a Divine Myſtery contained, for next to thi 
Word of God, the Image of the World prockins 
the Poweratnd Wiſdom Divine, as fings the ſ- 
cred Poet, Pſal. Xix. 1. Cali enarrant gloria 
Det, atque opera manuum ejus indicat firmamentul, 
The Heavensdeclare the glory of God, and Fi: 
mament ſheweth the Works of his Hands. 

The Nymphs, that is, the Souls of living thing 
take great delight 'in Pan. For thele Soulsar 
the delights or minions of Nature, and the dirt 
on" or-condudt 'of theſe Nymphs is with grit 
reaſon attributed unto Pan, becauſe the Souksd 
all things livingdo follow their natural diſpolit 
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The Wiſdom of the Ancients. 21 
ons as their guides, and with infinite variety 
every one of them after his own faſhion , doth 
leap, and frisk and dance with inceflant motions 
about her. The Satyrs and Sileni allo, to wit, 
youth and old age, are ſome of Pans followers: 
For of all natural things, there 1s a lively, jo- 
cund, and (as I may ſay) a dancing age, and an 
age again that is dull, bibling and reeling. The 
carriages and diſpoſitions of both which ages to 
ſome. ſuch as Democritas was(that would obſerve 
them duly ) might peradventure {cem as ridicu- 
lous and deformed, as the gambolsof the Satyrs, 
or the geſtures of the Siler. 

Of thoſe fears and terrors which Pan is ſaid 
to be the Author, there rnay be this wiſe conſtru- 
Gion made: Namely, That Nature hath bred 
in every living thing a kind of care and fear, 
tending, to the preſervation of its own life and 

being, and to the repelling and {hunning of all 
things hurtful. And yet Nature knows not how 
to keep a mean, but always intermixcs vain and 
empty fears with ſuch as are diſcreet and profi- 
table : So that all things ( if their inſides might 
be {een ) would appear full of Panick frights: 
But men eſpecially in hard, fearful, and diverſe 
times, are wonderfully infatuated with ſuperſti- 
tion, which indeed is nothing el{e but a Panick 
terror, | 

Concerning theaudacity of Pan in challenging 
Cupid at wreſtling : The meaning of it is, that 
Matter wants not inclination and defire to the 
rclapling and diſſolution of the World into the 


old 


WU 4U3E 1 old Chaos, if her malice and violence were not 
a ATR Hu, reſtrained and' kept in order, by the prefoten 
A RANT RL AH: unity and agreement of things f1gnified by Cy- 
FL TEE pid, or the God of Love; and therefore it was 
a happy turn for men, and all things elle, that 
in that conflict Pan was found too weak and 
OVErcome. £:. 
To the fame cffe& may be interpreted his 
catching of Typhon in a Net: For howloever 
there may ſometimes happen vaſt and unwonted 
Tumors ( as the name of Typhon imports ) i 
ther-in the Sea, or in the Air, or jn the Earth, 
or elſewhere 3 yet Nature doth intangle it in an 
intricate toil, and curb and reſtrain it, as it were 
witha Chain of Adamant, the exceſſes and inlo- 
lencies of theſe kind of Bodies. 
But foraſrrinch as it was Pans good fortune t0 
find out Ceres as he was Hunting, and thougit 
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little of -ic, which none of the other Gods cou 
do, though they did nothing elſe but ſeek het, 
AHERN ON and that very {crioully ; it gives us this trueand 
Rk BRANE graveadmonition, That we expect not to receive 
Feel TORR. things neceſlary for life and manners from Phi 
lolophical AbſtraGions,as from the greater Gods 
albeit they applied themſelves to no other ſtudy, 
JH fTEA8 but from Pan that is, from the diſcreet oblet- 
WARAFR GaN, vation and experience, and the univerſal knoW- 
114.8 ledg of the things of this World; where) 
Wea + ( oftentimes even by chance, and as it wereg0 
T0: HE 08 ing a Hunting ) ſuch inventions -are lighted 
0 ARE 06 UPON, 
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The Wiſdom of the Ancients, 23 


The quarrel he made with Apollo about Mrfick, 
and the event thereof contains a whollom inſtru- 
&ion, which may ſerve to reftrain mens Reaſons 
and Judgments with Reins of Sobriety, from 
boaſting avd glorying, in thetr gitts. For there 
ſeerns to be a twofold Harmony, or Muſick; the 
one of Divine Providence, and the other of Hu- 
man Reaſon. Now tothe Ears of Mortals, that 
is to Human Judgment, the Adminiſtration of 
the World and Creatures therein, and the more 
ſecret Judgments of God, ſound very hard and 
harſhz which folly, albeit it be well ſet out with 
Aſes Ears. yet notwithſtanding theſe Ears are 
ſecret, and do not openly appear, neither is 
it perceived or noted as a deformity by the vul- 

ar. 

Y Laſtly, It is not to be wondred at, that there 
is nothing - attributed unto Pan-- concerning, 
Loves, but only of his marriage with Eccho : For 

- the World or Nature doth enjoy it (elf, and in it. 
{elf all things et{e. - Now he that loves would 
enjoy {omecthing, but where there is enough, 
there is no place left to deſire. - Therefore there 
can be no wanting love in Par, or the World, 
nor deſire to obtain any thing (ſeeing he is con- 
tented with himſelf ) but only Speeches, which 
(it plain ) may beintimated by the Nymph Ec- 
<0, or if more quaint by Syrinx. It is an excel- 
lent invention that Pan, or the World is faid to 
inake choice of Eccho only (above all other Spee- - 
ces or 'Voices ) for his Wife : For that alone 
5 true Philotophy, which doth faithfully render 
FSRre: nod oF 
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24 TheWiſdomof the Ancients, 
the very words of the World 3 and it is written 
no otherwiſe than the World doth dicate, it 


| 
being nothing elſe but the Image or reflegion | 
of it, not adding any thing of its own, butonly | 
| 

| 


itcrates and reſounds, It belongs alſo to the 

. ſufficiency or perfection of the World, that he 
begetsno Iflue 3 for the World doth generate in 
reſpe& of its parts, but in reſpect of the whole, | - 
how can it generate, ſecing without it thereisno | 
Body? Notwithſtanding all this, the Tale of | | 
that tatling Girl faltred upan Pan, may in vey | | 
deed, with great Reaſon, be added to this Fable; | 
For by her are repreſented thole vain and idk 
Paradoxes concerning the Nature of things | 
which have been frequent in all Ages, and hare 
filled the World with Novelties 3 Fruitlels, it 
you relpe& the matter Changlings it you re 
ſpe the kind, ſometimes creating Pleaſure, 
ſometimes tediouſneſs with thetr overmuch prt: 
ling. 
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PERSEUS, or War. 


| PE RSEUS is ſaid to have been employet 
by Pallas, for the deſtroying of Meduſa, who 

was very infeſtuous to the Weltern Parts of tht 
World,and eſpecially about the utmoſt Coaſts of 

Hoberia, A Monſter ſodire and horrid, that by 
her only afpe& the turned men into Stones 

This Med#ſa alone of all the Gorgons was mor al, 
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The Wiſdom of the Ancients. 25 
the reſt not ſubject to Death. Perſexs therefore 
preparing himſelf for this noble enterpriſe, had 
Arms and Gifts beltowed on him by three of the 
Gods : Mercury gave him Wings annexed to his 
Heels, Pluto a Helmet, Pallas a Shield and a 
Looking-Glaſs. Notwithſtanding ( although 
he were thus furniſhed. ) he went not directly to. 
Meduſa, but firſt to the Gree, which by the Mo- 
thers fide were fifters to the Gorgons. Theſe Gree 
from their Birth were Hoar-headed, refembling 
old Women. They had but one only Eye, and 
one Tooth among them all ; both which, ſhe 
that had occafion to go abroad, was wont to take 
with her, and at her return to lay them down 
again. This Eyeand Tooth they lent to Perſeus 
and: ſo finding himſelf throughly furniſhed for 
the effeCting of his deſign, haftens towards Me- 
diſa. Her he found ſleeping, and yet durſt not 
preſent himſelt with his face towards her, Icft 
ſhe ſhould awakez but turning his head aſide, 
beheld her in Pallaſes Glaſs, and ( by this means 
directing his blow ) cut off her head; from 

whoſe Blood guſhing out, inſtantly came Pegaſzs 
the Flying-Horſe, Her Head thus ſmote off, 
Perſeus beſtows on Pallas her ſhield, which yet 

; retained this vertue, that whatſoever looked up- 
on it, {hould become as Rupid asa Stone, or like 
one Planet-ſtrucken, 

This Fable ſeems todired the preparation and 
order, that is to be uſed in making of War) for 
tnemore apt and conſiderate undertaking where- 

of, three grave and wholeſom Precepts ( ſavor- 
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26 be Wiſdom of the Ancients, - 


ing of the wiſdom of Pallas ) are to be obfer. | 
ved. 

Firſt, That men do not much trouble them. 
ſclves about the Conquelt of Neighbour Nations 
ſecing that private poſſeſhons and Empires ar 
enlarged by different means : For in the augmey- 
tation of private Revenues, the vicinity of men 
Territories js tobe conſidered 3 but in the pro- 
pagation of Publick Dominions, the occaſion and 
facility of making War, and the Fruit to beex- 
pected ought to be inftead of vicinity. Certain. 
ly the Romans,what time their Conquelts toward 
the Welt ſcarce reacht beyond Ligzria, did yctin 
the Eaſt bring all the Provinces as far as tix 
Mountain Taurus within the compaſs of their 
Arms and Command 3 and therefore Perſe, 
although he were bred and born in the Eaſt, dil 
not yctrefuſe to undertake an expedition event, 
the uttermoſt bounds of the Welt. | 

Secondly, There muſt be a care had that the 
Motives of War be juſt and honourable, for that 
begets an alacrity, as well in the Soldiers tht 
fight, as in the people that pay, it draws onand 
procures Aids, and brings many other Commo- 
ditics beſides. But there is no pretence to take 
up Arms more pious, than the ſuppretling of Ty 
ranny 3 under which yoke, the people loſe ther 
courage, and are caft down without heart and 
vigor, as in the ſight of Meduſa. | 

Thirdly, It is wiſely added, that ſeeing thr 
were three Gorgons (by which Wars are repreletr 
ted _) Perſeus undertook her only that was _ 

(al) 


—— 
= \\y. } 
» LY ” 
o - - 
s 


. - . — 
— - —_—— a __— : 
- T Bo - = - . %? 
* — ” -. . 
- - ——_— a | 
- * MEDI - . - h- 
- _ _— S — SIIE== - 
. —-. » _ 
. — - 
3 w——_ _— 
- 
-—  _— *» 
© + + ———_ Oh - - 
5 4a Soo _— _ pe - 
PR -- * 2% _ -= 
_ - X 6 - 2 
- - To oo — OO - q 
* _ - ” * - 
CTY + FIG AST. Oy : 
* .  . I 
> - = 
” of : » 
— - - - —_— _—_ 
- - - 
- = NCC IN 2x 2 Y 
> wy » =» V—— _— 
- o — ” . *d - -_ ”", 
$=- _ — 4,4 


—- s 
ST Ry 


— 

hed —_— - c- 
--—. - —c 

0 OI 

w > l— " 

* -* = 

= . 

= ® ” 


_ SISSY 
Om ummomuouG me a .. —_ 


CCC CWC NN NGOS 


$4 TLETTTTTY L THE IU "STIL EERALE "TK. 


The Wiſdom of 


- Mi _ — ;__ - "o-<t 
< ——_— 
_ 


the Ancients. 27 
tal; that is, he made choice of ſuch a kind of 
War as was likely to be effected and brought 
to a period, not purſuing valt and endleſs 

| hopes. 

The furniſhing of Perſeus with necefiarics was 

that which only advanced his attempt, and drew 

Fortzne to be of his des for he had Speed from 

Mercary, concealing of his Counſeis from Orcas, 

and Providence from Pallas. 
Neither is it without an Allegory, and that 

full of matter too, that thoſe Wings of Celcrity 
were faftned to Perſexs his Heels, and not to his 

Ankles, to his Feet, and not to his Shoulders; 

becauſe {pced and celerity is required, not fo 

much in the firſt preparations for War, as in 
thoſe things which {ccond and yield aid to the 
firſtz for there is no Error in War more fre- 
quent, than that Proſecutions and Subſidiary for- 
= do fail to anſwer the alacrity of the firſt on- 
ctS. | 

Now for that Helmet which Pluto gave him, 
powerful to make men inviſible, the Moral is 
plain 3 but that twofold gift of Providence (to 
wit, the Shield and Lcoking;: Glaſs ) is full of 

Morality 3 for that kind of Providence, which 

like a Shield avoids the force of blows, is not a- 

lone needful, but that alſo by which the firength 

and motions, and counſels of the-enemy are de- 

(cried,. as inthe Looking-Glaſs of Pallas. 

"But Perſeus albeit he were ſufficiently furniſhed 
withaid and courage, yet was he to doonething 
of ſpecial importance before he entred the Lifts 
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with this Monſter, and that was to have {ome 
intelligence with the Gree. Thele Gree are 
Treaſons which may be termed the Siſters of 
War not deſcended of the fame ſtock, but far 
unlike in Nobility of Birth 3 for Wars are ye- 
nerous and heroical, but Treaſons are baſe and 
ignoble. Their deſcription is elegant, for they 
are ſaid to be Gray-headed, and like old Women 
from their bixthz; by reaſon that Traytors are 
continually vext with cares and trepidations, 


But all their ſtrength ( before they break out in- | 


fo open Rebellions ) conſiſts cither in an Eyeor 
in a Tooth; forevery faction alienated from any 
ſtate, contemplates and bites. Befides, this Ey: 
and Tooth is as it were common 3 for whatſ- 
ever they can learn and know is delivered and 
carried from one to another by the hands of Fi 
ion. And as concerning the Tooth, they 6 
all bite alike, and fivg the ſame ſong) {o that 
hear one, and you hear all. Perſexs therelor 


. was to deal with theſe Gree for the love of their 


Eye and Tooth. Their Eye to diſcover, their 
Tooth to ſow rumors and ftir up envy, and t0 
moleſt and trouble the minds of men, Thelc 
things therefore being thus diſpoſed and preps 
red, he addreſſes himlelf to the Aion of War, 


and ſets upon Meduſa as ſhe ſlept tor a wil 
_ Captain will ever aſſault his cnemy; when hels 


unprepared and moſt ſecure and then is there 
good uſe of Pallas her Glaſs: For moſt men, bt 


tore it come to the puſh, can acutely pry into | | 

and diſcern their encmies eſtate 3 but the be | | 
ule 
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The Wiſdom of the Ancients: 29 
uſe of this Glaſs is in the very-point of danger, 
that the manner of it may be ſo conſidered, as - 
that the terror may not diſcourage, which is 
Fgnified by that looking into this Glaſs with the 
face turned from Meduſa. _ | 

The Monſters Head being cut off, there fol- 
low two effe&ts. The firſt was, the procreation 
and railing, of Pegaſus, by which may be evident- 
ly underſtood Fame, that (flying thorough the 
World) proclaims Victory, The ſecond 1s the 
bearing of Meduſaes Head in his Shield 3 to 
which there is no kind of defence for excellency 
comparable; for the one famous and memorable 
a& proſperouſly effected and brought to pals, 
doth reſtrain the motions and infſolencies of 
Enemies, and makes Envy her {ctt filent and 
amazcd: 


OE 
h_—_—— 


ENDYMION, or a Favourite. 


T is faid, that Luna was in love with the 

L Shepherd Endymion, and in aftrange and un- 
wonted manner bewraycd her affeqion : For he 
lying in a Cave framed by Nature under the 
Mountain Latmus.ſhe oftentimes deſcended from 
her Sphere to enjoy his company as he ſlept; 
and after (he had kiſſed him, afcended up again. 
Yet notwithſtanding this his idleneſs and ſleepy 
lecurity,did notany way impair his Efiate or For- 
to paſs, that he a- 
* -- bone 
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rents, 
lone ( of all the reſt of the Shepherds) hadkis 
Flock in beſt plight, and moſt fruitful, 
This Fable may have reference to the nature 
and diſpoſitions of Princes 3 for they being full 
of doubts, and prone to jealoutie, do not eaſily 
acquaint men of prying, and curious eyes, andas 
it were of vigilant and wakeful diſpoſitions,with 
the (ſecret humours and manners of their life; 
but ſuch rather as are of quict and obſervant 
Natures, {uffering, them to do what they lil 
without further ſcanning , making as if the 
were ignorant, and perceiving nothing, but of a 
ſtupid diſpotition, and poſſeft with ſleep, yield- 
ing unto them ſimple obedience, rather than fli 
complements : For it pleaſeth Princes now and 
then to deſcend from their Thrones or Majliy 
(like Lznatrom the ſuperior Orb _) and laying 
alide their Robes of Dignity ( which alwaysto 
be cumbred with, would ſcem a kind of burthe) 
familiarly to converſe with men of this conditi 
on, Which they think may be done without dan 
gerz a quality chiefly noted in Tiberius Caſa, 
who ( of all others ) was a Prince mot ſevere, 
yet fuch only were gracious in his favour, as be- 
ing well acquainted with his diſpoſition , did yt 
conſtantly diſſemble, as if they knew nothing 
This was the Caſtom alſo of Lewis the Eleventl, 
King of France, a cautious and wily Prince. 
Neither 1s it without elegancy, that the cauſe 
of Endymion is mentioned in the Fable, becauk 
That it is a thing uſual with ſuch as are the Fa 
vourites of Princes, to have certain pleaſant 
tiring | 
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The Wiſdom of the Ancients, 31 
tiring places, whither to invite them forrecreati- 
on both of body and .mind, and that without 
hurt or: prejudice to their Fortunes alſo, And 
indeed theſe kind of Favourites are men com- 
monly well to paſs3 for Princes although perad, 
venture they promote them not. ever.to places 


of Honour, yet do they advance them fufhciently 
by their favour and countenance : Neither do 


they aftect them thus, only to ſerve their own 


turn 3 but are wont to inrich them now and then 
with great dignities and bountics. 


| k 


—_— 


—_— 


The Siſter of the GIANTS, or Fame. 


T isa Poctical Relation, that the Giants be- 
gotten of the Earth, made War upon Fupiter, 
and the other Gods; and by the force of Light- 


ning,they were refiſted and overthrown. Where- 


at theEarth being excitated to wrath, in revenge 


of hex Children brought forth Fame, the youngeſt 
liter of the Giants. RN 


Illam terra parens ira irritata Deorum, 
Extremam ( ut prohibent ) Ceo. Enceladoque 


ſororem, 
Progentit ——— 


Provok'd by wrathful Cods, the Mother 
Earth 


Gives Fagts, the Giants youngeſt Siſter Birth. 
| 5 $2 The 
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22 TheWiſdomof the Ancients, 
The meaning of the Fable ſeems to be thug: 
By the Earth, is{1gnified the Nature of the ul. 
gar , always {woln and malignant, and fil 
broaching; new ſcandals againlt Superiors, and 
having gotten fit opportunity. ſtirs up Rebels an 
Seditious Perſons, that with impious courage 
domoleft Princes, and endeavour to fubvert their 
eſtates 3 but being ſuppreſt, the fame' naturl 
diſpoſition of the People ill leaning to the vile 
ſort, (being impatient oof peace and tranquility) 
ſpread Rumours, raiſe malicious Slanders, re. 
pining Whiſperings, infamous Libels, and other 
of that kind, to the detraction of them that ar | 
in Authority : So as Rebellious Actions, and 
Seditious Reports, differ nothing in kind and 


blood, but as it were in Sex only 3 the oneſit 


being; Maſculine, and the other Feminine. - 


* 
—_— 


—_— Cw. 


ACTEON and PENTHE US, 


a Curious Man, 


HE curiofity of men, in prying into 
crets, and coveting, with anundiſcreetd: 
fire to attain the knowledg of things forbi 
den, is ſet forth by the Ancients in two ofli 
examples: the one of Aeon, the other of Is 
thens - 
Aeon having unawares, and as it wer 
chance beheld Diana naked, was tured into! 


' Stag, and devoured by his own Dogs 
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And Penthexs climbing up into a tree, with a 


deſire to be a ſpectator of the hidden facrifices of 


Bacchus, was {trucken with ſuch a kind of frenfie, 
15 that whatſoever he lookt upon, he thought it 
always double, ſuppoſing (among other things} 
hefaw two Sns.,and two Thebes, infomuch that 
canning towards Thebes, ſpying another Thebes, 
inſtantly turned. back again, and fo kept Rill 
running forward and backward with perpetual 
yoxelt, EN 


Eumenidum veluti demens vidit agming Penthats, 
Et Solem geminum, duplices ſe oſtendere Thebas. 


Pentheus amazed, doth troops of furics ſpie ; 
And Sun, and Thebes ſeem double to his eye, 


| The firſt of the Fables pertains to the ſecrets 


of Princes, the ſecond to Divine Myſteries. For 


thoſe that are near about Princes, and come to 
the knowledg of more ſecrets than they would 
have them, do certainly incur great hatred. And 
tierefore, ( ſuſpeRing that they are ſhot at, and 
opportunities watcht for their overthrow ) do 
lad their lives like\Stags, fearful and full of ſuſ- 
pition. And it happens oftentimes that their 
&rvants, and thoſe of their houſhold, ( to in- 
lnuate into the Princes favour ) do accuſe them 
to their deſtrudtion, for againſt whomſoeves 


the Princes diſpleaſure is known, look how ma- | 


ſy ſervants that man hath, and you ſhall find 
fiem for the moſi part ſa many Traytors unto 
| HOES ”- ns 
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24 TheViſdom of the Ancients. 
him, that his end may prove to be like Ae. 
ONS. | | 221 
' The other *- the miſery of Pentheus : for that 
by the heigh. of knowledg, and nature in Phil. 
ſophy, baving climbed, as it were, into a tree,d 
with ralhattempts ( unmindful of their frailty) 
pry into the ſecrets of Divine Myſteries, andar 
juitly plagued with perpetual inconſtancy, and 
with wavering and perplexed conceits : for ſe: 
ing the light of nature is one thing, and of grace 
another; it happens ſo to them as if they fan 
two Suns. And fceing the Actions of Lik, 
and Decrces of the Will to depend on the Ur 
derſtanding, it follows that they doubt, arein 
conſiant no Icfs in will than in opinion; and 
in like manner they may be ſaid to ſee two Th 
bes : for by Thebes { {ceing there was the hab 
tation and refuge of Pcntheys ) is meant theenl 
_ of actions. Hence it coines to paſs that thy 
know not whither they go, but as diſtraRedan 
unreſolved in the {cope of their intentions, it 
in all things carricd about with ſudden paſſin |. 
of the mind. | CE es: 0 


—— 


. —_—_— T—_—_—- b , "as - = - _— — het —_— vw oo + —— ot Q * 
= 46a 4 ww. bony . 4 » —_ -—- — - - » . 
” ” A S - _ . 
= Wy _— Ir =y —— = _ Wn 4. S ” _— _ ouace nee 's v w_ _ ——_ 5 
, : b . - - 4 . * _— +. 4 ” - . 5 o * 4. -—— Sa__ - —_—- -- -- — _— 

by : —> *: - — ST 2 xEztS ef ——'. AI, "ra" _ ” —. OF.” £ V2 ITN ===D = S —_* 

en oe re Ine nes —— - - ping —_ _ 2 : _ ; —_—_— ——— > ; ww.» x x —<—x- rr "y RY "4 — gw. —_— c __— 
Or  oI—_—— > ” — — ——— _ " — yp no —_ —_— - ' A 4. 2 = ———— -——— « St p 

-  ——”y y —_— — © <Wa yt —_ —_— —— OY 
« P_ _ : = ©rmr PF 4.” —_—_ S ay — - ” 
— —_— —— _ lev -w ow. - . —— , = bod 
. ROD COITING RENT pur EATS en Logo nas PIE. ; _—_ >= = 
_ hy _ - —_ > OO ——— — —_— ——  # oy pug r—_— - ” F + *% — A _ - > > 
«a = _ On —_ _ _— ; I< - — 4 "_ p » + ” - u ——_ _ non * . , 
ACER. oo 4 a +> -—_ ” COTE - n . mY _ 
- a4 — as 5 : ol +. % : . py Z a T7 _—_— 
= Þ= . - or" [ o - 
> &D EE » PO. at AI, OO o a 'V) c —_— <_—_ a > c—a__— py > == Ss 
oy —_— F. " - _—\ 2. £6 = \ 4 F Sn T - = - — yu 
— = : *S. —— — OE 
wm, 4 
- mY —= 


. —— = ® w— þ 
_ - —_— y- py. _= _ 
EPIIHE: bf ART 7 I—LP L-5. "7 b*, 
* SO ST. "oo _ — 

2. a_—_— 


PO a5 T +——* —_ 
: ESSEN, 
MLS aut Dons Vs 
gn more en 
£2 
— d 


4 -F \ - . 

of e - bad _- CC ES 

= TT NG CL LE TS. 32 
_ EE N_ Cy. —————_ _ p= _ 


POE — VE OF HIY D— 


1 
I __ AY & __ _—_ _ 


ORPHEDS, or Philoſoply. 


T* HE tale of Orphers, though common, li 

never the fortune to be fitly applyed m&# 
ry point, It may ſeem to repreſent the los 
of Philoſophy : for the-perſon of Dew” 
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man admirable and divine, and ſo excellently 
killed in all kind of harmony, that with his 
{weet raviſhing mulick he did as 4t were charm 
and allure all things to follow him ) may carry 
a ſivgular deſcription of Philoſophy : for the la- 
bours of Orpheus do. fo far exceed the Jabows of 
Hercules in dignity and efhicacy, as the works of 
wiſdom, excel the works of fortitude, 

Orphens tor the love he bearto his witefoatche, 
as it were, from him by untimely death, reſolved 
to go down to Hell with his Harp, to try if he 
might obtain her of the infernal power. Neither 
were his hopes fruftrated : for having appcaſed 
them with the melodious ſound of his voiceand 
touch, prevailed at length fo far, as that they 
granted him leave to take her away with him3 
but on this condition, that ſhe ſhould follow him, 
and he not to look back upon her, till he came to 
the light of the upper World 3 which he ( im- 

- patient of, out of love and care, and thinking 
that he was in a manner paſt all danger_) never- 
theleſs violated, inſomuch that the covenant 1s 
broken, and ſhe forthwith tumbles back again 
headlong into Hell. Orphexs falling into a decp 
melancholly, became a contemner of women 
kind, and bequeathed himſelf to a ſolitary life 
mn the defarts; where, by the ſame melody of 
his voice and Harp, he firſt drew all manner of 
wild Beaſts unto him, who forgetful of their 
lavage fierceneſs, and caſting off the precipitate 
provocations of Juſt and fury , not caring to fa- 
tate their voracity by hunting after prey.) as at 
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a Theater in fawning and reconciled amity one 
towards another, ſtanding all at the gaze about 
him, and attentively lend their ears to his My- 
ſick. Neither 1s this all; for {o great was the 
power and alluding force of this harmony, that 
he drew the woods, and moved the very ſtone 
to come and place themſelves in an orderly and 
decent faſhion abont him. Theſe things ſuccee- 
ding happily, and with great admiration fora 
time 3 at length certain Thracian Women (pol- 
{eſt with the ſpirit of Bacchus _) made (ucha 
horrid and ſtrange noiſe with their Cornets, that 
the ſound of Orphexs Harp could no more he 
heard, inſomuch as that harmony, which was 
the bond of that Order and Socicty being difld] 
ved. all diforder began again 3 and the beals | 
( returning to their wonted nature _) purſued 
one another unto death as before : neither did 
the trees or ſtones reinain any longer in thei 
| Places: and Orphexs himſelf was by theſe femak 
turies torn in pieces, and ſcattered all over tix 
Deſart. For whoſe cruel death the river Helm 
( ſacred to the Muſes _) in horrible indignation, 
hid his head under groupd, and raiſed it againin 
SE IE Ge os 

The meaning of this Fable ſeems 'to be this. 
Orpheus*s Muſick is of two ſorts, the one apper 
ling the infernal powers, the other attrafting 
bealt and trees, The tirſt may be fitly appliedto 
Natural Philoſophy, the ſecond to Moral or Givi 
Diſcipline. en 
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' The moſt noble work of Natural Philoſophy, 
is the reſtitution and renovation of things cor- 
ruptiblez the other ( as a leſſer degree of it ) 
the preſervation of Bodies in their Eſtates, de- 
taining them from diſſolution and putrefaction, 
and if this gift may be in Mortals, certainly it 
can be done by no other means than by the due 
and exquiſite temper of Nature,as by the melody 
and delicate touch of anInſtrument. But ſeeing 
itis of all things moſt difficult, it is ſeldom or 
never attained nnto; and inall likelihood for no 
other reaſon, more than through curious dili- 
gence and untimely impatience, And therefore 
Philoſophy hardly able to -produce fo excellent 
an effect in a penftive humour, ( and that with- 


>. 


* out cauſe ) bukies her {elf about Human objes, 


and by perftuaſion and eloquence, infinuating 
the love of vertue, equity, and concord in the 
minds of menz draws multitudes of people to 
a Society, makes them ſubject to Laws, obedient 
to Government, and forgetful of their unbridled 
aftections, whillt they give car to Precepts, and 
{ubmit themſelves to Diſcipline 3 whence follows 
the building of Houſes, erecting of Towns, plan- 
ting of Fields and Orchards, with Trees and the 
like, inſomuch that it would not be amiſs to ſay, 
that even thereby Stones and Woods were called 
together and ſetled in order, And after ſerious 
tal madeand fruſtrated about the reſtoring of a 
body mortal 5 this care of civil affairs follows in 
his due place: becauſe by a plain demonſtration 
of the unevitable neceſſity of death, mens minds 
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238 TheWiſdemof the Ancients. 
are moved to ſeek eternity by the fame and yl. | 
ry of their merits. It is alſo wiſely faid in the 
Fable, that Orpheus was averle from the love of 
Women and Marriage, becauſe the delights of 
Wedlock and the love of- Children do tor the 
molt part hinder men from enterpriling great 
and noble deſigns for the publick good, holding 
poſterity a {ufficient ſtep to immortality without 
actions. | 

: Beſides even the very works of Wiſdom, (4- 
though amongſt all Human things they do moſt 
excel ) do nevertheleſs meet with their periods, 
For it happens that ( after Kingdoms and Con- 
monwealths have flounthed for a time) even 
Tumults, and Seditions, and Wars ariſe; inthe 
mid{t of which hurly-burlies, firſt Laws are (- 
tent, men return-to the pravity of their nature; 
Ficlds and Towns are waſted and depopulated; 
and then (it their fury continue ) Learning 
and Philoſophy mult needs be diſ-membred; 6 
that a' few fragments only, and in ſome places 
will be found like the ſcattered Boards of Ship- 
wrack, foas a barbarous Age muſt follow ; and 
the ſtreams of Hellicon being, hid under the Earth 
( until the Vicifſitude of things paſſing ) they 
break out again and appear in ſome other remote 
Nation,though not perhaps in the ſame Climate, 
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COEL UM, or Ragtnings: | 


E have it from the Poets by tradition 
that Calum was the Ancientelt of the 
Gods, and that his members of generation were 
cut oft by his Son Saturn. Saturn had many 
Children, but devoured them: as ſoon as they 
were born 3 Fwpiter only eſcapt, who being,come 
to mans eſtate, thruſt Saturn his Father into Hell, 
and ſo uſurped the Kingdom. Moreover he pa- 
xcd oft his Fathers genitals with the ſame Faul- 
chion that Saturn diſmembred Calum, and caſt 
them into the Seaz from whence came Venzs. 
Not long after this, 7zpiter ( being ſcarceſetled 
| andconfirmed in this Kingdom ) was invaded 
by two memorable Wars. The firſt of the Titans, 
in the ſuppreffing of which So} (C who alone of 
| all the Tztans, favouring Tupiters fide }) took cx- 
ceeding great pains. The ſecond was of the 
Giants, whom Fupiter himſelf deſtroyed with 
Thunderbolts: and ſo all Wars being ended, he 
reigned fecure. | 
This Fable ſeems cnigmatically to ſhew from 
whence all things took their beginning,not much 
differing, from that opinion of Philoſophers , 
which Democritus afterwards laboured to main- 
tain, attributing eternity to the firſt Matter, and 
l not to the World. In which he comes ſomewhat 
near the truth of Divine Writ,telling us of a huge 
deformed 
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40 he 
deformed Maſs, before the beginning, of the fix | 
days Work. | 

The meaning of the Fable is this : By Celun 
may be underſtood that vaſt concavity, or vaulted 
compaſs that comprehends all Matter : and by 
Saturn may be meant the matter it ſelf, which 
takes from his Parent all power of generating; 
for the univerſality or whole Bulk of Matter al- 
ways remains theſame, neither increaſing or di- 
miniſhing in reſpect of the quality of its Nature: 
But by the divers agitations and motions of it, 
were firſt produced imperfect, and ill agrecing 
compoſitions of things, making, as it were cet- 
tain Worlds for Proots or Eflays, and ſo in pro- 
ceſs of time a perfect Fabrick or Structure was 
framed, which ſhould till retain and keep his 
form. And therefore the Government of the firſt 
Age was ſhadowed by the Kingdom of Saturn, | 
who for the frequent diffolutions and ſhort con- 
tinuances of things was aptly teigned to deyour 
His Children. The ſucceeding Government was 
deſciphered by the Reign of Fupiter, whocon- 
fhned thoſe continual mutations unta Tartars, 4 | 
place ſignifying Perturbation. This placeſcems 
to be all that middle place between the lower Wu 
perficies of Heaven, and the Center of the Earti: 
in which all perturbations,and fragility,and mor- 
tality or corruption are frequent. During the 
former Generation of things in the time of 5s- 
turns Reign, Venus was not born: for fo long as 
in the univerſality of Matter, Diſcord was better 
and more preyalent than Concord, it was m_ 
ary 
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The Wiſdom of the Ancients. 4x 
fary that there ſhould be a total- diſſolution or 
mutation, and that in the whole Fabrick. And 
by this kind of generation were Creatures pro- 
duced before Saturn was deprived of his genitals. 
When this ceaſed, that other which wrought by 
Venus, immediately came in, conlifting in fet- 
led and prevalent concord of things, fp that 
matation ſhould be only in reſpect of the parts, 
the univerſal Fabrick remaining whole and in- 
violate. 

Saturn, they ſay, was depoſed and caft down 
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into Hell, but not deſtroyed and utterly extin-- 


guiſht, becauſe there was an opinion that the 
world {hould relapſe into the old Chaos and in- 


terregnum again, which Lucretius prayed might. 


not happen in his time : 


nod procul a nobis fleat fortuna gubernans : 
Et ratio potins quam res perſuedeat Tpſa. 


Of guiding Providence be gracious, 

That this Dooms-day be tar remov'd from us 3 
And grant, that by us it may be expected. 
Rather than on us,in our times affected, 


For afterwards the World ſhould«{ubſit by its 
own quantity and Power. Yet from the begin- 
ning there was no relt : for in the Celeſtial Re- 
glons there fixſt followed notable mutations; 
which by the power of the $#n (predominating 
over ſuperior Bodies ) were ſo quieted, that the 
ate of the World ſhould be conſeryed ; and af- 


terward 
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42 The Wiſdom of the Ancients, 


terward (in infertor Bodies) by the ſuppreſſing 
and diſlipating of Inundations, Tempeſts, Winds, 
and general Earthquakes, a more peaceful dura- 
ble Agreement and Tranquility of things follow. 


ed, But of this Fable it may convertibly. he 


(aid, that the Fable contains Philoſophy , and 
Philoſophy again the Fable : For we know by 
faith, that all theſe things are nothing elſe but 
the. long-fince. ceating and failing Oracles of 
Sence, fecing that both the Matter and Fabrick 


of the World are moſt truly referred. toa Crea- 


tore 


. 


PROTEUS, or Matter. 


H E Poets ſay that Protews was Neptune 

Herdſ-man, a grave Sire, and fo excellent 
a Prophet, that he might well be termed thrice 
excellent : for he knew-not only things to come, 
but. even things paſt as well as preſent ſo that 
belides his sKill in Divination, he was the meſſen- 
ger and interpreter of all Antiquities and hidden 
Myſteries. The place of his abode was a huge 
vaſt Cave, awhere his Cuſtom was every day at 
noon to count his Flock of Sea-calves, and then 
to go-to ſleep. Moreover. he that deſired his 
advice in any. thing, could by no other means 
obtain it, bat by catching him in Manacles, and 
holding him faſt therewith 3 who neverthele(sto 
be atliberty would turn himſelf into all ages 
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The Wiſdom of the Ancients. 43 
of Foxms and Wonders of Nature ; ſometimes 
into Fire, ſometimes into Water, ſometimes in- 
to the ſhape of Beaſts, and the like, till at length 
he were reſtored to his own Form again. 

This Fable may ſeem to untold the fecrets of 

| Nature and the properties of Matter. For under 
the perſon of Preteus, the firſt Matter ( which 
next to God is the Ancienteſt thing ) may be re- 
preſented : For Matter dwels in the concavity of 
Heaven, as in a Cave. 

He is Neptznes bond-man, becauſe the opera- 
tions and diſpenſations of Matter are chiefly ex+ 
exciſed in liquid Bodies. 

His Flock or Heard feers to be nothing but 
the ordinary Species of Senſible Creatures, Plants 
and Metals, in which Matter {cems to diffuſe and 
as 1t were {pend it f{elf; fo that after the form- 
ing and perfecting of theſe Kinds, (having en- 

ded as 1t were her Task ) ſhe {eemsto fleep and 
take her reſt, nor attempting, the compoſition of 
any more Species, And this may be the Moral 
of Proteus his counting of his Flock, and of his 
ſleeping, OS 

Now this is ſaid to be done, not in the mor- 
ning, nor in in the evening, butat noon 3, towit, 
at ſuch time as is-moſt fit and convenient for the 
periccting and bringing, forth of Species out of 
Matter, duly prepared and prediſpoſed, and in 
the middle, as it were, betwcen their begirming 
and declinations, which we know ſufficiently 
( out of the Holy Hiſtory ) to be done about the 

| time of the Creation : for then by the power of 

| that 
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44 The Wiſdom of the Antients, 
that Divine Word ( Prodzcat ) Matter at the 
' Creators command did congregate it ſelf ( not 
by ambages or turnings, but inſtantly ) to the 
production of its work into an Act and Conſiity. 
tion of Species. And thus far have we the Nar- 
ration of Proteus ( free and unreſtrained) toye- 
ther with his Flock compleat : for the univerſa. 
lity of things, with their ordinary ſtructures and 
compoſitions of Speczes, bears the face of matter 
not limited and conſtrained, and of the Flock 
alſo of material beings. Nevertheleſs if any 
expert Miniſter of Nature, ſhall encounter Mat- 
ter by main force, vexing and urging her wit 
intent and purpoſe to reduce her tonothing3 lie | 
contrariwiſe ( ſeeing annihilation and abſolute 
deſiruction cannot be efed by the Omnips- 
tency of God ) being thus caught in the ſiratt 
of neceſſity,” doth change and turn her felt int 
divers ſtrange Forms and Shapes of things, 
that at length ( by fetching a circuit as it were) 
ſhe comes to a period, Ei ( if the force cont 
nue }) betakes herſelf to her former being, Tie 
reaſon of which conſtraint or binding, willbt 
more facile and expedite, if matter be laid hold 
on by Manacles, that is, by extremities. 
Now whereas it 15 feigned that Proteus was! 
Prophet,wellskilled in threedifferences of Times 
it hath an excellent Agreement with the Nature 
of Matter: for it is neceſſary that he that wil 
know the properties and proceedings of Mat 
ter, ſhould comprehend in his underſtanding 
the ſum of all things, which have been, whic 
are, 
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The Wiſdom of the Ancients: 45 
ite, or which (hall be,although no knowledg can 


extend ſo far as to ſingular and individual be- 
Ings. 
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MEMNON, 


ward. 


or a Louth too fors- 


PHE Poets ſay, that Memnon was the Son of 
Aurora, who ( adorned with beautifular- 
mor, and animated with popular applauſe ) came 
to the Trojan War: where ( in raſh boldneſs, 
haſting unto, and thirſting after glory ) he en- 
ters into ſingle Combate with Achilles, the vali- 
anteſt of all the Greczans, by whole powerful hand 
hewas there ſlain. But Fupiter pittying his de- 
ſiruction, ſent Birds to modulate certain lamen-. 
table and dolctul Notes at the Solemnization of 
his Funcral Obſcquies. Whole Statue alſo (the 


_ dunrefleCting on it with his Morning Beams ) 


ufually, as is reported, ſend forth a mournful 
ound, 

This Fable may be applied to the unfortunate 
deſtinies of hopeful young Men , who like the 
Sons of Aurora ( puft up with the glittering; 
liew of vanity and oftentation ) attempt a&i- 
ons above. their ſtrength, and provoke and preſs 
the moſt valiant Heroes to Combate with them, 
{othat ( meeting with their over-match |) are 
vanquiſhed and deſtroyed, whoſe untimely death 
5oft accompanied with much pitty and commi- 

{eration;” 
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46 TheWiſdom of the Ancients, 
ſexation. For among all the diſaſters that can 
happen to Mortals, there is none fo lamentable 
and ſo powerful to move compaithon as the flower 
_ of vertue cropt with too ſudden a miſchance, 
Neither hath it been often known that men in 
their green years become {o loathlome and odj- 
ous, as that at their dcaths either {orrow is ftin- 
ted, or commiſeration moderated : but that |z- 
mentation and mourning do not only flutter a- 
bout their Obſcquics like thoſe funeral Birds; 
but this pitiful commiſeration doth continue for 
a long ſpace, and ſpecially by occationsand new 
motions, and beginning, of great Matters, asit 
were by the morning Rays of the Sn, their pal- 
fions and detires are renewed. 
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TITHONUS, or Satiety. 


If is clegantly feigned that Tithonus was the 
& Paramovr of Azrora, who ( deſirous toc- 
joy his company _) petitioned Fwpiter that he 
might never dye, but ( through womanilhover- 
bght _) forgetting to inſert this clauſe in herPc- 
tition, that he might not withal grow oldand 
feeble, it followed, that he was only freed from | 
the condition of Moxtality 3 but for old gs 
that came upon him in a marvellous and miſe 
ble faſhion, agreeable to the Rate of thoſe who 
cannot dye, yet every day grow weaker and 
weaker with Age, Infomuch that Jupiter ( 
| com 
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The Wiſdom of the Ancients. 45 
commiſeration of that his miſery _) did at length 
metamorphoſe him into a Graſs-hopþer. 

This Fable fecms to be an ingenious Chara- 
Ger or deſcription of pleaſure, which in the be- 
pinning, and as It were in the morning ſectns to 
be pleaſant and delighttu}, that mcn defire they 
might enjoy and monopolize it for ever unto 
themſelves, unmindtul of that Saticty and loath- 
ing, which ( like old Age _). will come upon 
them before they be aware. And fo at Jak 
( when the uſe of pleaſure leaves men, the de- 
lire and affection not yet yielding, unto death } 
it comes to pals that men pleaſe themſelves only 
by talking and commemorating thoſe things 
which brought pleaſure unto them in the flower 
of their Age, which may be obſerved in libidi- 
nous perſons, and alſo in men of military pros 
{ſons : the one delighting in beaſtly talk, the 
other boaſting of their valorous deeds, Nke 


Graſs-hoppers whoſe vigour conſiſts only in their 


err 


JUNOES $UITOR, of Baſene £ 


HE Poets ſay, that Fzpiter, to enjoy his 

- luſiful delights, took upon him the ſhape 
of {undry creatures, as of a Bull, of an Eagle, 
of a Swan, and of a Golden Shower: but being, 
a duitor to 710 he came in a form moſt ignoble 
and baſe, an obje& full of. contempt and {corn 
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43 TheWiſdom of the Ancients. 
reſembling indeed a miſerable Cuckow,weather- 
beaten with rain and tempeſt, nummed,quaking, 
and half dead with cold. 

This Fable is wiſe, and ſeerns to be taken out 
of the Bowels of Morality 3 the ſenſe of it being 
this, That men boaſt not too much of them- 
ſelves, thinking by Oftentation of their own 
worth to infinuate themſelves into eſtimation 
and favour with men. The {ucceſs of ſuch in- 
tentions being for the molt part meaſured by the 
nature and diſpoſition of thoſe to whom men 


' ſhe for grace: who it of themſelves they he 


endowed with no: gifts and ornaments of nas 
ture, but are only of haughty and mali- 
yant ſpirits ( intimated by the perſon of 7x: 
#0) then axe Suitors to know that it is good pv- 
licy to omit all kind of appearance that may any 
way ſhew their own lealt praife or worth ; and 
that they much deceive themſelves in taking a- 
ny other courſe. Neither is it enough to thew 
deformity in obſcquiouſneſs, unlefs they alto 
appear even abject and baſe in thcir very per- 
f0ns. 


_—_— 


C U PID, or an Atome. 


HAT which the Poets ſay of Cupid « 
. Love, cannot properly be attributed t 
one and the ſelf ſame perſon; and yet tit 


diftczence is ſuch, that ( by reje&ting the cor | 
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faſion of perſons ) the ſimilitude may be re- 
ceived, 

They fay that Love 1s the ancicnteſt of all the 
Gods, and of all things cle exccpt Chaos, which 
they hold to be a contemporary with it Now 
x5 touching, Chaos, that by the Ancicnts was ne- 
yer dignified with Divine Honour, or with the 
title of the god. And as for Love, they abſo- 
lately brivg him in without a facherz only fome 
are of opinion, that he came of an Egg that was 
laid by Nox, and that on Chaos he begat the god 
and all things elſe. There arc four things attri- 
buted to him, perpetual Infancy. blindneſs, na- 
kedne(s, "and an Archery, There was alſo anc- 
ther Love which was the youngett of the gods, 
and he, they ſay, was the ſon of Venus. On this 
alſo they beſtow the attribates of the elder Love, 
3510 ſome ſort we*l apply unto him. \ 

This Fable tends and looks to the Cradle of 
Nature, Love (ceming to be the appetite or deſire 
df the firſt matter, or (to ſpeak more plain) the 
natural motion of the 4tome, which is that An- 
cent and only Power that forms and faſhions all 
ings out of matter, of which there is no Pa- 
rent, that is to ſay, no caule, ſeeing every caule is 
5a Parent to its effect, Of this power or ver- 
tue there can beno cauſe in Nature ( as for God, 
wealways except him ) for nothing was before 
It; and therefore no efficient cauſe of it. Net- 
therwas there any thing better known toNature, 
nd therefore neither Genzs nor Form, Where- 


lore whatſoever it is, politive it is, and but inex+ 
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prefſible. Moreover, if the manner and procee- \ 
ding of it were to be' conceived, yet could it not 
be by any caule, ſceing that ( next unto God ) 
it 15 the cauſc of cauſes, it {elf only without any 
cauſe. And perchance there 1s no likelihood, 
that the manner of it may be contained or com- 
prehended within the narrow compaſs of human 
{earch. Not without reaſon therefore it is feipn- 
ed tocome of an Egg which was laid by Nox, 
Certainly the Divine Philoſopher grants ſomuch, 
Eccl. 3. 11. Cunt fecit tempeſtatibus ſuis pul- 
chra, &* mundum tradidit diſpmtationibus eorum, ita 
tamen ut non inveniat homo opus, quod operatus > | 
Deas, jrincipio ad finem, That is, he hath made 
every thing beautiful in their ſeaſons.alfohe hath 
{et the World in their meditations, yet man | 
cannot hnd the work that God hath wrought, 
from the beginning even to the end. For the 
principal Law of Nature, or Power of this delire, 
created (by God ) in theſe parcels of things 
for concurring and meeting together ( from 
whoſe repetitions and multiplications, all var- 
ety of creatures proceeded and were compoſed ) 
may dazle the eyes of mens underſtandings, and | 
 comprehended it can hardly be. The GreekPhi- 
loſophers are obſerved to be very acute and dll: 
gent in ſearching out the material principles d 
things : but in the beginnings of motion(whett 
in conlilts all the efficacy of operation ) they att 
negligent and weak, and in this that we handk, 
they f{eem to be altogether blind and ſtammer; 
wg : for the opinion of the Peripateticks col 
fy if WW Bays foes ooloans 
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The Wiſdom of the Ancients, 5x *. MMIG | 
| cerning the appetite of matter cauſed by priva- Wl 
| tion, is in a manner nothing elſe but words, 
which rather ſound than fignitie any reality. 
And thoſe that refer it unto God do very well, 
but then they leap up, they aſcend not by de- 
orees : for doubtleſs there is one chief Law ſub- 
ordinate to God, in which all natural things 
concur and meet, the {ame that in the fore-cited 
Scripture is demon{trated in theſe words , Ops, 
quod operatus eſt Deus a principio uſque ad finem, 
the work that God hath wrought from the be- 
pinning even to the end, But Democritus which 
| entred more deeply into the coniideration of this 
point, after he had conceived an Atome with 
{ome ſmall dimenſion and form, he attributed 
| unto it one only defire, or hr{t motion fimply or 
abſolutely, and another comparatively or in re- 
(pe&: for he thought that all things did proper- 
ly tend to the centex of the World, whereof 
thoſe bodies which were more material, deſcend 
with {wifter motion, and thoſe that had Jeſs 
matter did on the contrary tend apward. But 
| this meditation was very ſhallow, containing 
[fs than was expedient : for neither the turning 
of the celeſtial bodies in a round, nor woos 
and opening of things may ſeem to be reducec 
or applied to this beginning, And as for that 
opinion of Epicxrus concerning the caſual decli- 
nation and agitation of the 4tome,it1s but a mere 
toy, and a plain evidence, thathe was ignorant 
of that point, It is therefore more apparent 
(than we could wiſh) that this Cxpid, or Love, 

Y 4 FErmauns 


er Ommne4f 


, - ky i + 
us 4.4 <a ot oregon mg eh See = 
- _— ca” —————— - _— —_— < 

- _ — m_— 


_ A nd = _ - _ —— 
jou yt tan. oe NR 
* ——— _— — Dn, —__—_— C—— 
w -- , — : 
pu > : £ - —— : 


-— —— Im 
- 


Wa - _ _ _——_ i. —- —_— _- —_ on -- oy br —_4 . —__  — 4 - - _ —T _— he _ w —— 
- a> cn—m—_ —— wn S. * 
” —_ yn _ —— P— =? ” = Pp _- Ca Is pe "Lk = 
pa”. - -_ 4 - » - * - » - 
_ _— — — — p Sz > "þ _— | hw + b-+ = a -- "% * 4 = - Sm-0-;* © - _ . ” 
” Ou On RET I ED RET. = = bran yn LECT, ET, "£64 Q - 
-— om —=—= > > , ' - oy » 44+ Þ 4 C 4.4 *C py + 14 of * by J - Ay 
—_— - 
—- _- . _ _ 
_ = =. . - Wa ” TE "4 oy —_ _ A LOTS * «wn = pa _ . —_—_ a - = 
F, m = p_—_ " ” - a, - * <4 - oy . . . . 
L - . . . + [2 
,- w £ LY F< — > - 7 _ ® » - . ” - ” o 
. A - 
PF _ _ - d— _ = EX = P - 
_y_ - - __ 6 


ri of | ww : - - _ 
o ay 
- : y s f &- wont ono % << FR 2, 4 ws -& nog 2 «> 5 — 19% 44-7 3 
CO ——_ Sn, | , < -  . L x P = cw , -— - 
o +; L - o — —_ aw—oa_ ——_— = —_ —_ = CG m—_ . _ _ = MA 
- _ - = a> . 4 —— =_ p_ . \ - - b, —_ - - . 
= © = - - I »Y JS _. V<A 4 ns 4 —_ — ”: A = Ls y 
a9 : <4 _ A - Ls 
- IT 3 RO. a R py _ 4 6 « a you s 2 U * _- 

a HO i a ae 4 \ - OT ” om 4 - A . 23 . - - _ þl hs » oY =" > A n A.2t 4 
— — _— — pe <—_—_ — mt my — ——_ — —  . V _- —EEEEST - KRASY = wm 
— _ p -- - _ _ . - 

— > - - - . - av a — 2 — 4 
bay —_ PEEOSS.S» I _ [ _—— +. © v Lad 4H #4 19S 
n ws ——> 4+ 
- ” > = , D 
_ - = pd 
: = _— 


_ a mw D 
* » — £ 
- 
-_ = 
= . = . - 
4 = <>.4 
wy —_e 2-44 
; C 
” — _ ” 
- I LN 
— 
> - — = 
of D—_— ” I. - _ a os 
— -- . of pIORn__ 
p - : meas | - 
CE I rae GAS FC a 
Sb b — a 
s O09 2 _— ba. 
FAA Ie< Doeotiac .. 
_ = 
> 


— 
——— = —— SDS 
. Or _ 
o. X . 
- - x, 


- 
—_— 
s *« yu "— 
-_ 
: - - 
s Þ 
v a ” . — = 
_ n - Li Lo 7 . s . 
ae tree eat WES -” o ,” - _ : - 
—= — ” o 4 
— g " a 
_ _ - _ PR—_ - pg ——_—_— - Ln - — _ - =_ = 
@ _ — - -— _ p_ _ - 
OOO = _ - _— my . . _— 
- — x -. 
=_ 
= _— o 


s 2 The Wiſdom of the Fog 


remains as yet clouded under the {ſhades of Niyſy, 
Now as concerning his attributes: Heis elegant- 
ly deſcribed with perpetual Infancy or Child. 
hood, becauſe compound bodies they ſeem orea- 
terand more ſtricken in years : Whereas thehrſ 
ſecds of things or Atoms, they are little and dj- 
minute, and-always in their Infancy. 
_ He is allo well feigned to be naked, becauſe 
all compound Bodies S a Man rightly Judging, 
{ſeem to be apparelled and cloathed, and no- 
thing, to be properly naked but the fixſ particles 
of things. 
Concerning his blindneſs, the Allegory isfull 
of Wiſdom : for this Love or Delire ( whatlo- 
ever it be ) ſeems to have but little providence, 
as directing his pace and motion by that which 
it perceives neareſt , not unlike blind Men that 
go by feeling : more admirable then, mult that - 
chick Divine providence be, which (from thing 
empty and deſtitute of providence, and as it 
were blind ) by a We. and fatal law produ- 
ccth fo excellent an order and beauty of things, 
The laſt thing which is attributed unto Lie 
is Archery, by which is meant, that his vertue 
is {uch, as that it works upon a diſtant obje: 
becauſe that whatſoever operates afar off, {cems 
to ſhoot, as it were, an Arrow, Wherefore 
whoſoever holds the being both of Atoms and. 
Vackity, mult needs infer, that the vertueofthe 
Atome reacheth to a diftant object : tor if it were 
not {o, there could be no motion at all, by. rea: 
fon of the interpolition 'of Vacuity but all 
things 


K—_ 


The Wiſdom of the Ancients. 53 
things would Rand ſtone ſtill, and remain im- 
moveable. 

Now as touching that other Cupid or Love, 
he may well be termed the youngeſt of the gods, 
becauſe he could have no being, before the con- 
titution of Species. And in his deſcription the 
Allegory may be applied and traduced to man. 
ners; Neverthelel(s he holds ſome kind of con- 
formity with the Elder 3 for Venus doth general- 
ly ſtir up a defire of conjunEtion and procreation, 
and Cupid hex fon doth apply this defire to ſome 
individual Nature 3 fo that the general diſpoſiti- 
on comes from Venxs, the more exaCt ſympathy 
from Cupid : the one derived from cauſes more 
near, the other from beginnings more remote 
and fatal, and as it were from the elder Cz- 
pid, of whom eyery exquilit ſympathy doth 
depend. 


— 


_— 


— D —_ 
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DIOMEDES, or Zeal. 


[DY OMEDES flouriſhing with great fame 
and glory in the Trojan Wars, and in high 
favour with Pallas, was by her inſtigated ( be- 
vg indeed forwarder than he ſhould have been ) 
vot to forbear YVenzs a jot, if he encountered 
with her in fight ; which very boldly he perfor- 
med, wounding her in the right Arm. This 
prelumptuous Fact he carried clear for a while, 
ind being honoured and renowned for his many 

EE | heroick 
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heroick deeds at laſt returned into his own Comn- 
try, where finding himſclt hard beſtead with 
domeſtick troubles, fled into Italy, betaking 
himſelf to the Protection of Foreigners, where 
in the beginning he was fortunate and royally 
entertained by King Daxnus with ſumptuous 
vifts, railing many ſtatues in honour of hin 
throughout his Dominions. But upon the very 
ark Calamity that hapned unto this Nation 
whereunto he was fled for fuccour, King Dawn: 
enters into a conceit with himſelf that he had 
entertained a wicked guelt into his Family, and 
a man odious to the Goddels, and an impugner | 
of their Divinity,that had dared, with his Sword, 
to affault and wound that Goddeſs, who, in 
their Religion, they held it Sacriledg fo much a 
to touch. © Therefore, that he might expiate his 

 Countreys guilt, ( nothing reſpecting the Du- 
ticsof Hoſpitality, when the bonds of Religion 
ticd him with a more reverend regard) ſudden- 
ly flew Diomedes , commanding withal that his 
Trophicsand Statues ſhould be aboliſhed and de- 
firoyed. Neither was1t ſafe to lament this mi- 
ferable deſtiny 3 but even his companions in 
Arms, whilſt they mourned at the Funeral of 
their Captain, and filled all the places with 
plaints and lamentations, were ſuddenly Mctz- 
mmorphoſed into Birds like unto Swans, who when 
their death approacheth , fing melodious and 

 mournful Hymns. | _ 
This Fable hath a moſt rare and fingular ſuly | 
ject : for in any of the Poetzcal records, es y 
tia TT the 
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The Wiſdom of the Ancients, 55 
the Heroes are mentioned, we find not that any 
one of them, beſides Diomedes, did ever with 
his Sword offer violence to any of the Deities, 
And indeed, the Fable ſeems in him to repreſent 
the nature and fortune of man, who of himſelf, 
doth propound and make this as the end of all 
his Actions, to worlhip {ome Divine power, or 
to follow ſome” Sect of Religion, though never 
ſo vain and {uperſtitious, and with force and 
Arms to defend the ſame: Foralthough thoſe 
bloody quarrels for Religion were unknown to 
Ancients, ( the Heathen Gods not having ſo 
much as a touch of that jealouſic, which is an 
attribute of the true God ) yet the wiſdom of 
the Antient times ſeem to be {o copious and full, 
as that, what wasnot known by experience, was 
yet comprehended by meditations and hions. 
They then that endeavour to = rm and con- 
vince any {e& of Religion, ( though vain, cor- 
rupt, and infamous, thadowed by the perſon of 
Penus) not by the force of Argument and Do- 


drine, and Holineſs of Life, and by the weight 


of examples and authority, but labour to extir- 
pate and root it out by fire and Sword, and tor- 
tures, are incouraged, it may be, thereunto by 
Pallas, that is, by the acrity of pradence, and ſe- 
verity of judgment, by whoſe vigour and cflica- 
cy, they {ce into the fallity and vanity of theſe 
errors. And by this their hatred of pravity, and 
200d zeal to Religion, they purchale to: them- 
{elves great glory, and by the vulgar (to whom 
nothing moderate can be grateful ) are eſicemed 
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and honoured as the only ſupporters of truth 
and Religion, when others ſcem to be Juke- 
warmand full of fear, Yet this glory and hap- 
pineſs doth ſeldom endure to the end; ſeeing 
every violent proſperity, if it prevent not alte- 
ration by an untimely death, grows to be un- 
proſperous at laſt: for if it happen that by a 
change of Goyernment this baniſhed and de- 
preſſed Sect get ſtrength, and ſo bear up again, 
then theſe zealous men, ſo fierce in oppoſition 
before, are condemned, their very Names are 
hatctul, and all their glory ends in oblequy, _ 
In that Dzomedes is {aid to be murthered by his 
Hoſt, it gives us to undcrſtand that the diffe- 
rence of Religion breeds deceit and treachery, 
even among, neerelt acquaintance, 
Now in that lamentation and mourning was 
not tolerated but puniſhed 3 it puts us in mind, 
that Jet there be never {o nefarious an AG done, 
yet there is ſome place left for commiſeration 


and pity, that even thoſe that hate offences, 


thould yet in humanity commiſerate offenders, 
and pity their diltreſs, it being the extremity of 
evil when mercy is not ſuffered to have com- 
merce with miſery. Yea, even in the caule as 
well of Religion as impiety, many men may be 
roted and obſerved to have been compalſonate. 


| But on the contrary the complaints and moans 


of Diomedes tollowers, that is, of men of tic 
ſame ſe& and opinion, are, wont to be ſhrill and 
loud, like Swans, or the Birds of Diomedes. In 
whom allo that part of the Allegory is excellent, 
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The Wiſdom of the Incients, «Gy 
to ſignifie, that the laſt words of thoſe that fuf- 
fx Death for Religion, like the Songs of dying 
ewans, do wonderfully work upon the minds of 


men, and ſtrike and remain a long time in their 
Sences and Memories. 


i .. 


a_— 


D/ADALYUS, or Mechanick. 

Echanical Wiſdom and Induſtry, andin 
it unlawtu] Science perverted to wrong 
ends, is {ſhadowed by the Ancicnts under the 
Perſon of Dedalus a Man ingenious, but exe- 
crable, This Dedalus ( for murthering his fellow 
Servant that emulated him _) being baniſhed, 
was kindly entertained ( during his exile J) in 
many Cities and Princes Courts : for indced he 
was the raiſer and builder of many goodly ftru- 
ures, as well in honour of the gods, as the 
beauty and magnificence of Cities, and other 
publick places, but for his works of miſchief he 
15 moſt notorious. | It 1s he that framed the En- 
gin which Paſiphae uſed to fatishe her luſt in. 

company with a Bull; ſo that by his wretched 
Induſtry, and pernicious device, that Monſter 
Minotaur ( the defiruction of ſo many hopctul 
youths ) took his accurſed and infamous begin- 
ning, and ſtudying to cover and increaſe one 
miſchief with another 3 for the ſecurity and pre- 
ſervation of this Monſter he invented and built 
a Labyrinth, a work for intent and uſe moſt ne- 
farious and wicked, for Skill and Workmanſhip 
Famous 
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Famous and Excellent. Afterwards, that he 
tight not be noted only for Works of Miſchief, 
but be ſought after as well for Remedies, as fot 
Inſtruments of Deſtruction, he was the Author 
of that Ingenious device concerning the clue of 
thread, by which the Labyrinth was made paſſ- 
ble without any let. This Dedalus was perſecu- 
ted by Minos with great {cverity, diligence and 
inquiry, but he always found the means toavoid 
and eſcape his Tyranny. Laſtly, He taught his 
Son Tears to fly, but the novice, in Oltentation 
of this Art, ſoaring too high, fell into the Sea 
and was drowned. 
"The Parable ſeems to be thus: In the begin- 
ning of it may be noted that kind of envy ore- 
mulation that lodgeth, and wonderfully {ways 
and domincers amongſt excellent artificers, there 
being no kind of people more reciprocally tor- 
mented with bitter and deadly hatred than they: 
The banithment alſo of Dedalus ( a punilh- 
ment infligcd on him againſt the rules of policy | 
and providence) is worth the noting : for Arti 
ticers have this prerogative to find entertainment 
and wclcom in all Countries, {o that exile toan 
excellent Workman can hardly be termed a pu- 
niſhment, whercas other conditions and ſtatesdf 
life can ſcarce live out of their own Country: 
The admiration of Artiticers is propagated and 
increaſcd in Foreign and ſtrange Nations, ſeeing 
it 15a natural and inbred diſpoſition of Men to | 
valne their own Country-men { in reſpe& ol 
Mechanical Works ) leſs than ſtrangers. 


Concer- 


$4 #4 ATIEC \ hs 
*$$+*1444674 TEETER TTRITANF iP Us "$1 $45 19+ hb BB. > þ . IT p 
C4 ®#;41h 4 & +/h4 * 4 "TT «is . . 


= ” 
_ 9 O— >”  — 


The Wiſdom of the Ancients, «$9 


Concerning, theuſe of Mechanical Arts, that 
which follows is plain. .. Thelife of man is much 
beholden to them, ſeeing many thing (condu- 
cing. to the Orvament of Religicn, to the Grace 
of Civil Diſcipline, and to the beautifying of 
all Human kind ) are extracted out of their 
Treaſuries: and yet notwithſtanding from the 
fame Magazine or ſtore-houle are produced In- 
firuments both of Lult and Death for to omit 
the Wiles of Bands, we will know how far exqui- 
ite Poyſons, warlike Engines, and ſuch like miſ- 
chiefs ( the effects of Mechanical Inventions) do 
exceed the Minotaur himiclt in malignity and ſa- 

vage cruelty. 
Moreover that of the Labyrinth is an excellent 
Allegory, whereby is ſhadowed the nature of Me- 
chanical Sciences, for all ſuch handicraft Works 
45are more ingenious and accurate, may be com- 
pared to.a Labyrinth in reſpect of ſubtilty and 
divers intricate paſſages, and in other plain re-" 
{emblances, which by the eye of judgment can 
hardly be guided and diſcerned, but only by the 
line of experience. 
Neither is it impertinently added, that he 
which invented the intricate nooks of the Laby- 
ninth, did alſo ſhew the commodity of the clue : 
«* | ForMechanical Arts are of ambiguous uſe, fer- 
0 | vingas well for hurt as for remedy,and they have 
$ | inamanner power both to looſe and bind them- 
0 | ſelves, 2 

Unlawkul trades, and fo by conſequence, Arts 

themſelyes axe often perſecuted by Minor, that is 
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by Laws, which do condemn them; and prohi- 


bit men to uſe thern. Neverthelcls they archid 
and retaincd every where, finding lurking holes; 
and places of receit, which was well obſerved 
by Tacitus oi the Mathematicians and Figure- 
flingers of his time, in a thing not fo much un- 
likez Genus hominum quod in civitate noftra ſemper 
&* retinebitur &* vetabitur. There is a kindof 
Men that will always abide in our City, though 
always forbidden. And yet notwithſtanding 
unlawful and curious Arts of what kind ſoever, 
In tract of time, when they cannot perform what 
they promile, do fall from the good opinion that 
was held of them ( no otherwile than Tcary fel 
down from the Skies ) they grow to be contem- 
ned and ſcorned, and fo periſh by too much 
Oltentation. And to ſay the truth, they arenot 
{o happily reſtrained by the reins of Law, as be- 


- 


wraycd by their own vanity: 


_— At 


— — 


E RICTHONIUS, or Impoſinr 


4H E Pocts Fable that Vulcan (ollicited M- 
rerva for her Virginity, and impatient of 
denial, with an inflamed deſire offered her vio- 
lence, but in ſirugling his ſeed fell upon the 
Ground, whereof came Eri&honius,, whoſe Body, 
from the middle upward, was of a comely and 
apt proportion, but his thighs and legs like the 
tail of an Eel, ſmall and deformed; To von 
Le 0n- 


_—— 


The Wiſdom of the Ancients: 64 


inventor of the uſe of Chariots, whereby that 
bart of his body which was well proportioned 
might. be ſeen, -and the b6ther which was ugly 
and uncomely might be hid. 

This {trange and prodigious fiction may ſeetni 
to ſhew that Art which (for the great uſe it hath 
of fire ) is ſhadowed by Ywlcan, although it 1d- 
bour by much ſttiving with corporeal ſubſtarees 
to force Nature, and: to make her ſubject to it 
( ſhe being for her induſtrious Works tightly re- 
preſeuted by Minervs ) yet ſeldom or neverat- 
tains the end it aims at, but.with much ado and 
prcat pains ( wreſtling .as it were with her ) 
cores ſhort of its purpoſe, ahd-producethcertain 
imperfe& Births and lame Works fair to the eye; 
but weak and defective 11 uſe, which many Tm- 
poſtors ( with tnuch ſubtilty. and deceit ) fett6 
view, and carry about, as it were in triumph, as 
may for the moſt part be noted in Chymical pro- 
ductions, and other- Mechanical fubtilties and 


their intent, than reclining their Ertors') they 
nther ſtrive to overcome nature by torcez than 
ſue for her embracements by due obſcquioufnefs 
hd obſervance: : SL 


Monſtroſity he being conſcious, became the firſt - 


hovelties, eſpecially when . ( rather proſecuting. 


—CCK@_©Ay_— —  _— —— — 
_ 
Dy _—_—_—— 
- -——- 
R es cit wn ro _— 
_ - _ _ OOO O80 oo ee = ”—- © <——_ 
- _— — OO Fe 
- EI -- - - pau 
_—_ 
4 — _ - - __ -_ 
a -_ = 


— — * 
A 
- 


lt 
—_ 


_— _ . _— _—_— 
—_ - S— - — — 
- p '- - . P44 oc 2h i. ” -- » _—_ 
_ _ - - _ 
- yo Os x <5 AC bed = . I 4 > — - 
- ” 
SCAITRL _—_ tag "> <—— 277 —_ mn - 's Fe - y 
_ — Ao * £7 - y- = 4 + go , 
@ as ” - >_< —— ” - - - 
- - = 4 - - $9 al m— Pads ” _—_ — — * 
COT I—_— —— 94 $4 4 es ci ot cet = __ ” E 4.4 bo By *. HOES \= ie __— _ - 
_— Hz » - " ._ - 
>; PS —_———— — _ - : - -— 
” 4 _ -— —T — = - — ——_ - m—2 — - L/ bt — — > - - " _ bh - oe 2 - 
— Y h - : ” n- — S— x Mm Lo - ——— — » A. - \ 
pA NT CET on Pro rr Li 5 3; x Wd _ ———— " - A 2. 
-. _ _ _ . 


p_—_— ——_ 
_ — 


4 
"I" —_ = = 
—_ #7 r= 
= - _ 


62 - The Wiſdom of the Ancients. 


_—_ - - - - 
w ” - — | 
= — _— —_ m—_ "4 — I; - . X . - 
- _ wy oe ee = 1 —T g 'L ' | . 
- _ l - G > ge. De <_—_——_—_ » at ; $ X - . 
EL - bn . Tx . " 
_ _ -_ . - -— x —_ — « - - go 0 
Ag «RAG i. 77 , bone ; | 
"yt . X 6 . - © A -- Ries & —_—_ - i "+ % 
—- = - " : = = . _ 
# ——_- »# . 7 - = - - . 4 : 2 
T - > = - 2 - ” * = . a 
: "w - I %* ” < - = - : ud . . . 
a — oo Loren * _ _——_+ 26.5 ” pz ——_— : Y . ; ——_ SD TS eee EC EESS S 
" = - . S "_ . —— —— 4 . - — D_ Sn * a ' - _— - _ 
- , -*: IC -—- > -- —_— ” _ - no = ——_—_——— m——_— ho_ _— 4 - ws yu —_ =_ Bn wt 
nay - *, ” i ry 5 - . —- ERPPY 3. uS _— FRI — > T . "= ag 4; o_ a” 
py ”- = —_— - . _ ” _ = -_ >a E = — "4 p. - 
as % = þ = bs _— pounns - > - - ” _ - - , ” _- - a — @ -» a 
: =O a 4 —_— % ho ESE» Din — Bon ——_— - _ SC FEES TIP=Iy - —P- - a 
bn en = = ww —_ = - - = = — ot = TIT . 0 s - —y _— -_—- _—__— pon - 
d 7 . > CO — _ > 12x. 4 T l _— > >» _ ——— - bs; . + WY. "4 4 Pu _— ” _ z =D, 
- - « —_- a. —_ = —_— - ——— nm —— _ - R —- —— dy - yn = £ _ g "—_— "ye T- . ——” wn ——7X - p 
- - - : . Me <q __ =» -, ea d. 
- m—_ _ vin 4 l_dtat 14 Se —— <> —_—_— m—_— —_ - a - _ _— i -_ —_—_ 
_ -- > -- , — _ " , ym = —— 4. - ON eg wg 
_ a 2-4 AS 4 s ALEA DT 5 ag | Þ_* — _ — —_— * 4 = "D< —_ > Wo __ _ - - ” 
- > 0- wy" Fo" * -— Da wk W— _ - at — "_ 
—— — - - > - b; 
=_ —_—— , _ wh_—_—_ hn = — ——_ ” = _ - - ” br _ <> — wv Sow - S 
_ nate rr "_" my 01 — pu — f————_— > ment —— — : po pr m— nm oF 
m_ __ - - ©—_—_ _ =. 
— —_— - _ —_ * — 55 A OC h Ee nt «> <7 IE _ V _— __ ogy _— _— = 77 ps _ —_ Y - — ” > - _—- 6 - 
- = w_ A _—_ - _ _- & i. p —_ em—_—_ — = 
ac? 4 CY . _ GOTIS) —— _— — «© \ — LS, = > —_—_— — = 6 _ 4 ——_ Pn . . — ——Fo \ 
CIR eG = o : ; __ S 4 - by - F - = 
2 _ = w _- - f-Y 
_ 1 = _ _- hand a ot " - ara . _ a_— ”—_— - - — -- = "21 
_ _ my _—_—_ a — 
- -_ 


5 OO STUOP OUR SLRS SHITea ak $5 04hs fare EO LOTT NOLL ; 


—o 
_— 


; _ DE DCA L I 0 N, or Reſtitution, 


HE Poets fay, that ( the People of theold 
World being deſtroyed by a general De- 


lige ) Dexcalion and Pyrrþa were on)y left alive; 
who praying with fervent and 7ealous devotion, 
that they might know by what means to repair 


Mankind; had anſwer from an Oracle that they 
ſhould obtain what they deſired, if taking the 
Bones of their: Mother they caſt them behind 
their Backs 3 which: at. firſt ſtruck them: with 
great amazement and deſpair, feeing (allthings 
being defaced by the Flood) it would be anend- 
leſs work to find their Mothers Sepulchre, butat 
length they underſtood:that by Bones the ſions 


of the earth (ſeeing the Earth was the Mother | 


of all things ) were fignihed' by the Oracle, 
This Fableſcems to reveal a ſecret of Nature 
and to corre an error familiar to mens concelts: 


for through want of knowledg men think that 


things may take renovation and reſtauration rom 
their putrefaction and dregs, no otherwiſe that 
the Phenix from the Aſhes, which in no caſe cal 
be admitted, ſeeing ſuch kind of materials, whel 
they havefulilled their periods, are unapt for tic 
beginnings of ſuch things : we mult therefore 
took back to more common principles. 
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NEMESSIS, or the Vici(ſitude ; of 


things. 


\ TEMESTISis faid to bea Goddeſs'vene- 
rable unto all, but to be feared of none but 
Potentatesand Fortunes favourits.She is thought: 
tobethe Daughter of Oceanus and Nox. She is: 
pourtraiced with Wings on her Shoulders, and. 
on her head a Coronet; bearing in her right hand 
. a Javelin of Af, and in herleft a Pitcher with 
_ thefimilitudes of #7hiopians ehgtaven on itz and 
laſtly, ſhe is deſcribed fitting on an Hart... EY 
| The Parable may be thus unfolded. Her name 
Nemeſis doth plainly fignthe Revenge or Retri- 
| bution, her office and adminiſtration being (like 

a Tribune of the people ) to hinder the conſtant 
and perpetual felicity of happy Men, and to in- 
terpoſe her word, veto, I forbid the contihuance 
& it,, that 1s, not only to chaſtiſe infolency, but 
- | tointermix ptoſperity (though harinleſs and-in 
\ | amean ) with the Viciſhtudes of adverlity,- as 
\ | it were a tuſtom,. that no mortal man ſhould 
n | admitted to the Table of the Gods but for ' 
u |. ſport. . Truly when I read that Chapter, where- 
jy | 10 Cans Plinius hath: colle&ed his misfortunes 
rn | ad miſeries of Aupuſtrs Ceſar, whom of all 
Men I thought the moſt happy; who had alfo a 
kind of. Arc. to uſe and enjoy. his Fortuue, and 
n wholemind might-be noted neither pride, nor 
E- Z 2 light- 
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iſdom of the Ancients. 
lightneſs, nor niceneſs, nor diſorder, nor melan- 
Cholly ( as that he had appointed a time to die 
ct his own accord ) I then deemed this God- 
de(s to be great and powerful, 'to whoſe Altar fo 
worthy a Sacrifice as this was drawn, _ 
 TheParents of this Goddeſs were Oceanus and 
Nozx, that is, the viciflitude of things and Di- 
vine Judgment obſcure and ſecret : tor the alte- 
ration of things are aptly repreſented by the Sea, 
in reſpect of the continual cbbing and flowing 
of it, and hidden providence is well ſet forthby 


_ the Night: foreven the Nocturnal Nemeſis (ſee- 


ing Human judgment differs much from Divine) 
was ſeriouſly obſerved by the Heathen, 


Virgil Zncid. lib. 2. *& 
 ——Cadit & KR ipheus juſteſſimus units, 
Dui fuit ex Teucris, & ſervantiſſimus equi. 


Diis aliter viſum 


| That day, by Greekiſh tor CC, WAS Riphens (lain, 


_... So juſtand ſtrict obſerver of the Law, 


| As Troy, withigher Walls, did not contain 
A better Man : Yet God then good it ſaw: 


She isdeſcribed with Wings, becauſe the chai 
gcs of things are ſo ſudden, as that they are {cei, 
befor E foreſeen; torin the Records of all Ages, 
we hind it for the moſt part true, that great Poten- 
tates, and wiſe Men, have periſhed by thoſe mil: 
tortunes Which they moſt contemned 3 wenn) be 
TS | ble 


- tical friend{hip and hollow-heartedneſs towards 


ſare volniſtz, I muſt. ever acknowledg, my ſelf 


that black and diſmal ſpectacle in her Tett hand ; 


| lyof Cleopatra: ws 


—_— 


The Wiſdom of the Ancients, 65- 
obſerved in Marcxs Cicero, who being admoniſh- 
ed by Decins Brutus of Oftavins Ceſars hypocri- 


him, returns this anſwer, Te autem, mi Brute, 
ſicut debeo, amo, quod ijftud quicquid eft nngarum me 


(Dear Brutus ) beholden to thee ,, in. love, for 
that thou halt been ſo careful to acquaint me 


with that which I eſteem but as a needles trifle 
tobe doubted. DE Gp 


Nemeſis is alſo adorned with a Coronet, to 
ſhew-the envious and malignant diſpohition of 
the vulgar, for when Fortunes Favourits and 
yreat Potentates come to ruin, then do the com- 
mon people rejoyce, letting, as it were, a Crown 
upon the head of Revenge. _ Ps on 

The Javelin in her right hand points at thoſe 
whom ſhe a&tually ſtrikes and pierceth thoroughs 

And before thoſe, whom (he deftroys:not in 
their calamity and misfortune, ſhe ever prefents 


for queſtionle(s to men ſittingas it were upon the 
pinacle of proſperity , the thoughts of Death, 
and painfulneſs of fickne(s and misfortunes, 
perfidiouſneſs of friends, treachery of toes, 
Mange of eftate, avd fuch like, (cem as ugly to 
the eys of their Meditations, as thoſe Ethiopians 
plcured in -Nemeſis. her Pitches. Virgil in de- 
(cribing the battel of Aim fpeaks thus clegant- 
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"Regina in 'mediis patrio vocat agmina ſiſtro 
Nec'dum etiam geminos 4 tergo reſpicit angues, 


W The Queen amid this harly-burly ftands, _ 
_'And with her Countrey Timbrel calls her 


' , Bands; FR; Be 
\ Not ſpying yet, where crawPd behind her 
;.': back; - | | | FI 
Two deadly Snakes with venom {ſpeckled 
Om OR HON bans 


But not long after, which way ſoeyer ſhe tur- 
ned, troops of Ethiopians were till betore her 
eyes. © | EEDEET 
4 Laſtly, it is wiſely added, that Nemeſis rides 
upon an Hart, becauſe an Hart is a moſt lively 
Creature. © And albeit, it may: be, that ſuchas 
are cut off by Death in 'their Youth prevent and 
ſhun the-power of Nemeſis 3 yet doubtleſs {uch, 
whoſe proſperity and power continue long, ate 
made ſubje& unto her, and lie as it were trodden 
under her feet, ET i A 


W 
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" is a Fable of : Antiquity, | that when Here: 
| Jes and Achelons as Rivals contended for tis 
Marriage of Deisnira, the matter drew them t0 
combate, wherein Achelezs took upon him mi 
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The Wifdom of the Ancients. 
oy divers ſhapes, for ſo was it in his power to do, 
and amongſt others, transforming himielt into 
the likeneſs of a furious wild Bull, affaults Her- 
cules and provokes him to fight. But Herewles, 
for all this, ſticking tohis old Human Form, cou- 
ragiouſly encounters him, and ſo the Combate 
goes roundly on. But this was the event, that 
Hercyles tore away one of the Bulls Horns, where- 
with he being mightily daunted and grieved, to 
ranſom his Horn again , was contented to give 
Hereules, in exchange. thereof, the Amalthean 
Horn, or Cornu-Copia, s 
This Fable hath relation unto the expeditions 
of War, for the preparations thereof on thedee 
kenſive part ( which expreſt in the perſon of 
Achelous ) is very diverſe and uncertain. But 
the invading;party is moſt commonly of oneſort, 
and that very ſingle, conſiſting of an Army by 
Land, or perhaps of a Navy by yea. But for a 
King that in his own Territory, expedts an ene- 
my, his occaſions are infinite.” He fortifies 
Towns, he afſembles men out of; the Countreys 
and Villages, he raifeth Citadels, he builds and 
breaks down Bridges , he diſpoſeth Garriſons, 
andplaceth Troops of Soldiers on Paſſages of Ri- 
versz on Ports, on Mountains, and Ambuſhes 
in Woods, and is buſied with a multitpde of o- 
therdire&ions, inſamuch, that every day he pre- 
(cribeth new Forms and Ordersz and then at 
alt having accommodated all things compleat 
for defence, he then rightly repreſents the form 
and manner of a tierce fighting Bull, On the 
| ' {5 other 
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"PREX ſay that Semele, Jupiters Sweet: heart 
"$0 nay ivg bound her Paramour by an jme- 
vocable Oath 'to grant her one requelt which 
{he would require), defired that he would accont 
pany her in the ſame form wheretn he accompa- 


nied F:1m0 : Which he granting (as not ableto - 
deny ) it:carne to pats, that the miſerable Weneh 
wis burnt with Lightning. Bat the Infant which 
ſhe bare in; her Womb, Fupiter, the Father took 
out; and kept it in a gath which he cat mm at 
Thigh, tilt the Moneths were compeat thatit 
ſhould be born. This burthen made 7uptte 
ſomewhat to limp, whereupon the Child (be- 
cauſe it was heavy and troubleſome to itsFather 


 whik 


— = 


— — A T s 


[ 


had ſuch a Maiden-face, as that: a man could 


 Hewas held the Inventor and Inftitutor of Sa- 


> 


while it Jay in his Thigh ) was called Dionyſus, 
Bcing born, it was committed to Proſerpina for 
ſome years to be Nurſt, and being grown up, it 


hardly jadg whether it. were 2 Boy or Girl. He 
was dead alſo, and buried for a time, but after- 
ward revived : Being but a. Youth, he invented 
and taught the planting and dreffing of Vines, 
the making, alſo, and uſe of: Wine 3 for which, 
becoming famous and renowned, he ſubjugated 
the World, even to the uttermoſt bounds of Tz- 
dia, He rode iy a Chariot drawn with Tygers, 
There danced about him certain deformed Hob- 
poblins called Cobali, Acratus, and others, yea, 
even the Mules allo were {ome of his followers, 
He took to Wite Ariadne, forſaken and left by 
Thefeus, The Tree facred unto him was the Toy. 


crifices, and Ceremonies, . and tullof corruption 
and cruelty, He had power to firike men with 
tury or madneſs; for it is reported, that at the 
&ebration of his Orgies, two famous worthies, 
Pentheus and Orpheus, were torn in pleces by 
certain frantick Vomen, the one becauſe he got 
upon a Tree to behold their Ceremonies in theſe 
dacrificesz the other for making melody with his 
tap: And for his gods, they are in a manner 
the ame with Frpiters. | 

There is ſach excellent morality coucht in this 
Fable, as that Morat Philoſophy affords not bet- 
terz' for under the perſon of Bacchus is deſcribed 
the nature of affe&ion, paſſion, or per Wn, 
4 | - PR 
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the Mother of which ( though never ſo hurtful ) 
is nothing elſe but the object. of apparent good 
in the eyes of Appetite. And it is always con- 
ceived in an unlawful defire, ra{hly propounded 
and obtained, before.well underſtood and'con- 
ftidered3 and when 1t begins to grow, the Mo. 
ther of it, which is the defire of apparent good 
by too much fervency, is deſtroyed and perilheth: 
Nevertheleſs ( whileft yet it is an 1mperteQ Em- 
brio.)) it is nouriſhed and preſerved in the Human 
Soul; ( which is as it were a Father unto it, and 
repreſented by ho oa but eſpecially in the in- 
fcrior part thereof, as ina Thigh, where alſoit 
cauſ{ech ſo much trouble and vexation, as that 
good determinations and aCtions are much hin- 
dred and Jamed thereby 3 and when it comes to 
be confirmed by conſent and habit, and breaks 
out as-it were: into aG&, it remains yet a while 
with Proſerpina,: as: with a Nurſe , that 1s, it 
ſecks corners and ſecret places, and as 1t were, 
Caves under ground, until (the Reins of Shame 
and: Fear being laid aſide in a pampered audi: 
ouſneſs) it either takes the pretext of ſome ver- 
rue, or becomes altogether impudent and ſhame- 
leſs. : And it is moſt true, that every vehement 
Bailion-is of a. doubtful Sex, as being Mafcu- 
line in the firſt motion, but Feminine in proſecu- 
flon. | 
Tt +is-am excellent fiction that of Bacchus his 
xeviving3 for:Paſſions:-do ſometimes ſeem to be 
in a:dead ſleep, and as .it- were utterly extind, 


but we ſhould not think: them to be ſo indeed, 
- | no, 


—  —— 


no, though they lay, as it were, in their grave 3 
for, let there be but matter and opportunity of- 
fered, and you ſhall {ee them quickly to revive 
2gAIN, | | SSR 
The invention. of Wine is wittily aſcribed un- 
to him 3 every affection being ingenious and 
<kilful in hnding out that which brings'nouriſh- 
ment unto it; and indeed of all things known 
to Men, Wine is moſt powerful and efficacious 
to excite and kindle Paſſions of what kind ſoe- 
veras being in a manner common Nurſe to them 
Again, his conquering of Nations, and un- 
dertaking infinite expeditions is an elegant de- 
vice 3 for deſire never reſts content with what it 
hath, but with an infinite and unſatiable appetite 
{till covets and gapes after more. 


His Chariot alſo is well faid to be drawn by 


Tygers 3 for as {oon as any affection {hall from 
eving afoot, be: advanced to ride in a.Chariot, 
and (hall captivate reaſon, and lead her.in a tri- 
umph, it grows cruel, untamed, and herce againſt 
whatſoever withſtands or oppoſcth. it, _. 

Ttis worth the noting alſo, that thoſe ridicu- 
lous Hobgoblins are brought in dancing about 
his Chariot ; for every Palion doth cauſe, in the 
eyes, face and geſture, certain undecent, and ill- 
(ceming, apiſh, and deformed motions; ſo that 
they-who in any kind of paſſion, as in anger, ar- 
rpancy,or love, ſeem glorious and brave in their 
on eyes, do yet appear to others miſ-ſhapen and 
diculous, 
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72 TheWiſdomof the Ancients. 
- In that the: Muſes are {aid to be of his compa: 
ny, it ſhews that-there is no affe&ion almoſ 
which 15 not ſoothed by ſome Art, wherein the 
indulgence of Wits doth derogate from the glory 
of the Muſes, who ( when they ought to be the 
Miftreſſes of Life ) are made the Waiting-maids 
of Aﬀections. EEE 
Again, where Bacchus is {aid to have loved 
Ariadne, that was reje&ed- by Theſeus , it is an 
Allegory of. ſpecial obſervation; for it is moſt 
certain, that paſhons always covet and deſire that 
which experience for{akes; and they all know 
{ who have paid dear for ferving, and obeying | 
their Luſts) that whether it be honour, or riches, 
or delight, or. glory, or knowledg, or any thing 
eNMe which they (eck after, yet are they but things 
caſt oft, and by divers men in all Ages, afterex- 
perience had, utterly rejected and loathed. 
' Neither is it without a Myſtery, that the Iv) 
was Sacred to Bacchss for the Application holds, 
Firſt, In: that the Ivy remains green in Winter. 
Secondly, In that it ſticks to, embraceth, and 
overtoppeth ſo many divers Bodies, as Tres, 
Walls,” and Edifices. - Touching the hrft, every 
Pathowdoth-by refiftance and relucation, aud 
as it were by an Antiperiſtafis i like the Ioy of 
the cold Winter,) grow frefh and luſly, And3s 
for the other, every predominate affection doti 
again {like the Toy ) embrace and limit all Hu 
man Acionsand Determinations, adhering and 
caving faft unto them. .. _ 
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The Wiſdem of the Ancients. 73 
Neither is it a wonder, that ſuperſtitious Rites 


ind Ceremones were attributed unto Bacchus, 
ſeing every giddy headed humour keeps in a 


| the cauſe of Madneſs ſhould be aſcribed unto 


manner Revel-rout in falſe Religions; or that 


him, ſeeing every affection is by Nature a ſhort 
fury, (which, if it grow vehement, and become 
| habitual ) concludes Madnets, 

Concerning the rending and diſmembring of 
Pertheus and Orpheus,the Parable is plain;for every 
prevalent affection 1s outragious and ſevere, and 


| againſt curious inquiry, and wholeſom 2nd tree 
admonition. 


Lafily, That confuſion of Jupiter and Bac- 
| <y, their Perſons may be well transferred to 
a Parable, ſeeing noble and famous Acts, and 
remarkable and glorious Merits, do ſometimes 
proceed from Vertue, and well ordered Rea- 
ſon and Magnanimity , and fometimes from 
a ſecret Aﬀection, and hidden Paſſion, which 
ae {o dignihed with the celebrity of Fame 
| and Glory, that a Man can hardly diltinguith 
| between the Acts of Bacchus, and the Geſts of 
Jupiter. SERIE; | | 
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ATALANT 4A, or Gaim. 


AZZ LANT 4, who was reputed to ex- 
'Y cel in (wiftneſs, would needs challenge 
Hippomenes at a match in running. Thecondi- 
tions of the, prize, were theſe, 'T hat it Hippome- 
es won. the Race, :he ſhould efpouſe Atalanta; 
if he were out-run, that then he ſhould forfeit 
his life. And in the opinion of all, the victory 
was thought aſſured of Atalanta's fide, being 
famous, as ſhe was, for her matchleſs and incon- 
querable ſpeed, whereby ſhe had been the bane 
of many. Hippomenes therefore bethinks him 
how todeceive her by a trick, and in that regard | 
provides three Golden Apples or Balls, which.he 
purpoſely carried about him... The Race is be- 
un, and Atalanta gets a good ſtart before him. 
e ſeeing himſelf thus caſt behind, being mind- 
ful of his device, throws one of his Golden Balls 
befote her, and yet not outright, but ſomewhat 
of the one fide, both to make her linger, and 
alſo to draw her out of the right courſe: She 
out of a Womanilh deſire, ( being thus enticed 
with the beauty of the Golden Apple ) leaving 
her dire& Race, runs aſide and ttoops to catch 
the Ball, Hippomenes the while holds on Is 
courſe, getting thereby a great ſtart, and leaves 
her behind him: But ſhe by her own natural 


{wittnel(s, recovers her loſt time, and gets mn 
EY 1m 


| AT TEETH E ab pede ca 


| great deal ſooner. You may ce it in Clay,which 
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him again. , But Hippomenes ſtill continues his 
ſleight, and both the ſecondand third times caft 
out his Balls, thofe inticivg delays; and ſo by 
craft, and not by his attivity, wins the Race and 
Victory. | 

This Fable ſeems Allegorically to demonſtrate 
anotable conflict between Art and Nature ; for 
Art ( ſignified by Atalanta )). in its work (if 
it be not letted and hindred ) is far more (wift 
than Nature, more ſpeedy in pace, and ſooner at- 
tains the end it aims at, which is manifeſt almoſt 
in every effect : As you may-ſee- in Fruit-ttces, 
whereof thoſe that grow of a Kernel are long &er 
they bear, but ſuch as are grafted on a "Stock 2 


- 
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in the generation of Stones , is long er it be- 
come hard 3 but in the burning of Bricks, is ve- 
ry quickly effeEted. Alſo in Moral paſſages you 
may- obſerve, that'it is a long time ere ( by the. 
benefit of Nature.) ſorrow can be aſlwaged,and 
comfort attained 3 whereas Philoſophy ( which 
ls, as it- were, Art of - Living ) tarries not the 
kifure -of time, but doth it inſtantly, and out 
of hand; and yet this Prerogative and ſingular 
ality of Art 1s hindred by certain Golden Ap- 
ples, to the infinite prejudice of Human procee- 
dings: For there is not any one Art or Scrence 
waich conſtantly perſeveres in a trueand-lawkul 
courle, till it come to the propoſed End or Mark; 
but ever and anon makes ſtopsafter good begin= 
lings, leaves the Race, and turns aſide to Profit 
andCommodity, like Atalanta. $ETRFR 
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Declinat curſus, aurumque volubile tollit; 


Who doth her Courſe forſake, 
The Rolling Gold doth take. 


And therefore it is no wonder that Art hatli 
not the power to conquer Nature, and by Pa4 
or Law of Conqueſt, to kill and deftroy her; 
but on the contrary it falls out, that Art becomes 
ſuabje& to Nature, 'and yields the obedience, as 
of a Wife to her Husband. 
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PROMETHEUS, or the State if 


 Maz. 
T HE Antients deliver, that Prometheus made 
a Man of Clay, mixt with certain parcels 
taken from divers Animals, who fiudying to 
maintain this his Work by Art, ( that he might 


- not be accounted a founder only, but a propage- 
tor of Human kind ) ſtole up to Heaven with 


bundle of Twigs, which he kindled at the Chi: 
riot of the Sun, came down again, and cormmu- 
nicated it with men : and yet they fay, ( that 
notwithſtanding, this excellent work of his ) bc 
was requited with ingratitude, in a treacherous 
Conſpiracy : For they accuſed both him and his 
mvention to Fxpiter, which was not ſo taken 5 
was meet it ſhould, for the information was ma 

| ; ing 


| 
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The Wiſdom of the Antients. 77 
ing to Jupiter, and all the gods. And therefore 


in a merry mood, granted unto Men, not only 
the uſe of tire, but perpetual youth alſo, a boon 
moſt acceptable and deſirable; They beihg, as 
it were, overjoycd, did fooliſhly lay this gift of 
the gods upon the back of an Als, who being 
wonderfully opprelt with thirlt, and near a founs 
tain, was told by a Serpent ( which had the cus 
ftody thereof ) that he ſhould not drink, unleſs 
he would promiſe to gtve him the Burthen that 
wason his Back, The ſilly Aſs accepted the con- 
dition, and ſo the reftauration of youth ( fold 
for a draught of Water ) paſt from men to Ser- 
pents; But Promethers tull of malice, being re- 


| conciled unto Men, after they were fruſtrated of 


| theirgitt, but in a chate yet with Tzpiter, teared 
| not to ule deceit in Sacrihce : For having killed 
| two Bulls, and in one of their Hides wrapt up 
the fleſh and fat of them both, and in the 0- 
tir only the bones, with a great ſhew of Reli- _- 
vous Devotion, gave Jupiter his choice, who | 
(deteſting his fraud and hypocriſie, but taking; 
a occaltion of Revenge ) choſe that which was 
lopt with bones, and (o' turning to revenge 
(when he ſaw that the inſolency of Prometheus 
would not be repreſſed, but by laying ſome grie- 
us attliction upon Mankind, in the forming 
& which, he ſo. much bragged- and boaſted  ) 
Ommanded Vulcan to frame a4 goodly beautiful 
Woman, which being done, every one of the 
Pd beſtowed a gift on her 3 whereupon ſhe was 
ad Pandorss To this Woman they gave; in 
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"8 TheWiſdomof the Ancients, 
her hand, a goodly Box full of all miſeriesand - 
calamities, only in the bottom-of it they put 
Hope ; with this Box ſhe comes fir{t to Promethe- 
2s, thinking to catch him, 1t peradventure he 
ſhould accept it at her hands, and ſo open it: 
which he neverthele[s,with good providenceand 
forelight refuſed, Whereupon {he goes to Epj- 
metheys (who, though Brother to Prometheus, yet | 
was of a much differing diſpoſition _) and offers | 
this Box unto him, who, without delay took it, 
and raſhly opened it 3 but when he ſaw that al 
kind of miſeries came fluttering about his cars, 
being, wiſe too late, with great ſpeed andearndli 
endeavour, clapt on the cover, and ſo with much 
ado retained Hope fitting alone in the bottom; 
at laſt Zzpiter laying, many and. grievous Crimes - | 
to Promethers his charge (as that he had ſioln fre 
from Heaven, that in contempt of his Majelty, 
he {acrificed a Bulls hide tuft with bones, that 
he {cornfully rejected his gift, and beſides all this 
that he offered violence to Pallas }) caſt himinto | 
Chains,and doomed him to perpetual Torment: 
and by 7upiters command, was brought to the 
Mountain Camcaſws, and there bound faſt to 
Pillar that he could not ſtir; there came an 
Eagle alſo, that every day fate tyring upon hls 
Liver avd waſted it,. but as much as was eaten 
in theday, grew again in the Night, that mat- 
ter for torment to work upon might never decay 
But yet they ſay there was an.endof this punili- | 

ment : For Hercules crofling, the Ocean 1n 4 
Cup, which the Sun gave him, came to Cancaſ#, | 

| an 
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much as toucht. 


- Seat of Provzdence, and therefore it would ſeem 
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The Wiſdom of the Ancients. 79 
and ſet Promethexs at liberty, by ſhooting the 
Eagle with an Arrow. Moreover in ſotne Na- 
tions there were inſtituted in the honour of Pro- 
metbeus,certain games of Larnp-bearers, in which 
they that ſtrived for the Prize, were wont to 
carry Torches lighted 3 which whofo ſuffered to 
go out, yielded the place and victory to thoſe 
that followed, and fo caft back themſelves, fo 
that whoſoever came firſt to the Mark with his 
Torch burning, got the prize. 
This Fable demonſirates and prefſeth many 
ttueand grave f{peculations, wherein ſome things 
have been heretofore well noted, others not {0 


Prometheus doth cleatly and elegantly fignific 
Providence : For in the Univerſality of Nature,the 
Fabrick and conſtitution of Man only was by the 
Ancients pickt out and chofen,andattributed un- 
to Providence.as a peculiar Work. The reaſon of it 
ſeems to be,not only in that theNature of Man is 
capableof a Mitid and underttanding,which is the 


[range and incredible;that the Reafon and mind. 
ſhould {o proceed and flow froth dumb and deat 
principles, as that it ſhould neceffarily be conclti- 
ded, the Soul of Man to be induced with provi- 
dence, not without the example, intention, and 
lamp of a greater providence. But this allo 1s 
teflypropounded,that Man is as jt were the cert- 
tcrof the World,jin refpedct of final cauſes, fo that 
It Man wete not in Nature, all hings would ſfecth 
t0 fray and wander without purpoſe, and like 
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The Wiſdom of the Ancients. 
ſcattered branches (as they ſay) without inclina- 


tions totheir end : forall things attend on Man, 
and he makes uſe of, and gathers fruit from al 


Creatures : For the revolutions and periods of 


Stars make both for the diſtinctions of times, 
and the diſtribution of the Worlds fight. Me- 
teors allo are rcferred to prelages of Tempeſts; 
and Winds are ordained, as well for Navigation, 
as for turning of Mills, and other Engines: and 
Plants, and Animals of what kind loever, are 
uſeful cither for Mens Houſes, and places of (hel- 
ter, or for rayment, or for food, or medicine, 
or for caſe of labour, or in a word, for delight 
and ſolace fo that all things ſeem to work, not 
for themſelves, but for Man. 

Neither is it added without confi TH that 
certain particles were taken from diverſe Living 
Creatures, and mixt and tempered with that 
clayie Maſs, becauſe it is molt true that of all 
things comprehended within the compals of the 
univerſe, Man is a thing moſt mixt and com: 

pounded, infomuch that he was well termed by 
#95 Ancients, a little World, for although the 


Chymicks do, with too much curioſity, rake and | 


wrelt the elegancy of this Word ( Microcoſm ) to 


the letter, contending, to find in Man all Mine- | 


rals, all Vegetables and the reſt, or any thing 
that hoids proportion with chem, yet this pro- 
polition remains ſound and whole, that the Bo- 
dy of Man, of all material beings is found to be 


moſt compounded, and molt organical, whereby 


it is indued and furniſhed with moſt admirable 
vertues 


| 
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vertaes and faculties. And as for ſimple Bodies, 
their powers are not many, though certain and 
violent, as exiſting without being, weakened, 
diminiſhed or ftented by mixture, for the multi- 
plicity and excellency of operation have thcir 


reſidence in mixture and compoſition, and yet 


nevertheleſs, Man in his originals, ſeems to be 
a thing unarmed, and naked, and unable to h@p 
it {elt, as needing the aid of many things 3 there- 
fore Prometheus made haſte to find out hire, which 
ſuppeditates and yields comfort and help in a 
manner, to all Human wants and neceſſities: {o 
that if the ſoul be the form of forms, and if the 
hand be the inſtrument of: inſtruments ; fire de- 
ſerves well to be called the {uccour of ſuccours, 
or the help of helps, which infinite ways affords 
aid and attiſtance to all Labours and Mechanical 
Arts, and to the Sciences themſelves. 

The manner of ſtealing this hire is aptly. de- 
(cribed, even from the nature of things : It was, 
they ſay, by a bundle of Twigs held to touch the 
Chariot of the Sun: For Twigs are uſcd in gi- 
ving Blows or Stripes, to {1gnihe clearly, that 


Fire is ingendred by the violent percuſſion and 


mutual colliſion of Bodies, by which their ma- 
terial ſubſtances are attenuated and ſet in Moti- 
on, and prepared to receive the heat of influence 
d the Heavenly Bodies, and fo in a clandeſtine 
manner,and as it were, by ſicalth, may be faid to 
take and ſnatch Fire from the Chariot of the Sun. 

There follows next a remarkable part of the 
parable, that Men inſtead of gratulation and 
Aa 3 thankf- 
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thankſgiving, were angry, and expoſiulated the 
matter with Promethezes, inſomuch that they ac- 
cuſed both him and his invention unto Fapiter, 
which was fo acceptable nnto him, that he aug- 
mented their former commodities with a new 
bounty. Seems 1t not ſtrange, that Ingratitude 
towards the author of a benceht (a vice that in 
a - manner contains all other vices ) {hould find 
{uch approbation and reward ? No, it {cems to 
be otherwiſe : for the meaning of the Allegory 
4s this, that mens out-crics upon the defects of 
Nature and Art, proceed from an excellent diſ- 
poſition of the mind, and turn to their good, 
whereas the ſilencing of them 1s hateful to the 
gods, and redounds not fo much to their profit; 
For they that infhnitely extol Haman Nature, of 
the knowledg they poſſeſs, breaking out into | 
prodigal admiration of that they have and cn- 
joy, adoring, alſo thoſe Sciences they profels, 
would have them be accounted perfe&t; they do 
firlt of all ſhew little reverence to the Divine Na- 
ture, by equalizing, in a manner, their own de- 
{ects with Gods perte&ion: Again , they are 
wondertul injurious to men, by imagining they 
| have attained the higheſt ſtep of knowledy , 
( reſting themſelves contented ) ſeek no fur- 
ther. On the contrary, ſuch as bring Nature 
and Art to the Bar with Accuſations and Bills of 
Complaint againſt them , are indeed of more 
true and moderate judgments: for they are cvecr 
in action, ſ{ecking always to find out new inven- | 
tions. Which makes me much to wonder n je 
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The Wiſdom of the Ancients. 
fooliſh and inconſiderate diſpoſitions of ſome 
Men, who ( making themſelves bond ſlaves to 
the arrogancy of a few ) have the Philoſophy of 
the Peripateticks ( containing only a portion of 
Grecian Wiſdom , and that but a ſ{tmall one nei- 
ther }) in ſo great eſieem, that they hold it, not 
only an unprofitable but a {uſpicious, and almoſt 
hainous thing, to lay any imputation of imper- 
fetion upon it. I approve rather of Empedocles 
his opinion ( who like a Mad-man, and of De- 
mocritus his judgment, who with great modera- 
tion complained how that all things were invol- 
ved in a miſt _) that we knew nothing, that we 
diſcerned nothing, that truth was drowned in 
the depths of obſcurity, and that falſe things 
were wonderfully joyned and intermixt with 
true ( as for the new -Academy that exceeded all 
meaſure ) than of the conhdent and pronunci- 
ative School of Ariſtotle. Let Men therctore be 
admoniſhed, that by acknowledging the imper- 
icction of Nature and Art, they are grateful to 
the gods, and ſhall thereby obtain new benefits 
and greater favours at their bountiful hands, and 
the accuſation of Prometheus their Author and 
Maſter, ( though bitter and vehement _) will 
conduce more to their profit, than to be eftule 
in the congratulation of his invention : for in a 
Word, the opinion of having enough, is tobe 
accounted one of the greatelt cauſes of having 
t00 little, 

Now as touching the kind of gift which men 
are ſaid to have reccived in reward of their ac- 
Aa 4. cula- 
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culation ( to wit, an ever-fading flower of 
youth ) it is tolhew, that the Ancients ſeemed 
not to deſpair of attaining the skill by Means 
and Medicines, to put off Old Age, and to pro- 
long Life, but this to be numbered rather among 
{nch things ( having been once happily attain- 
ned unto _) are now through mens negligence 
and careleflne(s, utterly perithed and loſt ; than 
among, ſuch as have been always denied and ne- 
ver granted : for they {ignifie and ſhew, thatby 
affording the true ule of Fire, and by a good and 
{icrn accuſation and conviction of the Errors of 
Art, the Divine Bounty is not wanting unto Men 
in the obtaining of {uch gifts, but Men are wan- 
ting to themſelves in laying this gift of the gods 
upon the back of a.ſally flow paced Afs, which 
may ſeem to be Experience, a {tupid thing, and 
full of delay: From whoſe leiſurely and ſnail- 
like pace, procceds that complaint of Lifes bre- 
vity, and Arts length. And to ſay the truth, 1 
amot this opinion, that thoſe two faculties Doy- 
matical and Emperical, axe not as yet welljoyned 
and coupled together, but as new gifts of the 
gods impoſed either upon Philoſophical abſtra- 
tions, as upon a flying-bird, or upon ſlow and 
dull experience, as upon an Aſs. And yet me- 
thinks, I would not entertain an ill conceit of 
this Aſs, if it meet not for the accidents of travel 
and thirſt; For I am perſwaded, that who fo 
conſtantly goes on, by the conduct of experience, 
as by a certain rule and method, and not covyets 
£0 mect with fnch experiments by the way, 45 


conduce 


wo 


| 


ry > oe ee _ — — 


- 
PN E—_—_—— 
hs —_—_—_— 


| 


——_— —Jc—_ _ 


GN IOLLLQLLLL 


> rot —_- > — ———_— 


The W, om of the PRES % 


conduce either to gain or oftentation (to obtain 
which, he malt be fain to lay down and ſell this 
Burthen) may prove no unht Porter to bear this 
new addition of divine munihicence. 

Now, in that this gift is ſaid to paſs from Men 
to Serpents, it may ſeem to be added to the Fable 


for ornament ſake in a manner. unleſs it were in- 


ſerted to ſhame men, that having the uſe of that 
Cdeſtial Fire, and of {o many Arts, are not able 
toget unto themſelves ſuch things as Nature it 
ſel beſtows upon many other Creatures. 

But that ſudden reconciliation of Men to Pro- 
metheus, alter they were fruſtrated of their hopes, 
contains a profitable and wile note, ſhewing the 
vity and temerity of men in new experiments: 


forif they have not preſent ſucceſs anſwerable to 


their expectation, with too ſudden haſte deliſt 
from that they began, and with precipitancy re- 


turning to their former experiments, are reconci- 
ld to them again, 


The fate of Man, in reſpect of ws. and ſuch 
things as concern the intelle&t being now deſcri- 
bed, the Parable 'paſſeth to Religion : For after 

/ the planting of Arts, follows the ſetting of Di- 


ye Principles,which Hypocrifie hath over} pread 


andpolluted. By that twofold Sacrifice there- 
lore 1s elegantly ſhadowed out , the Perſons. of 
atrueReligious Man, and an Hypocrite. In the 
one is contained fatnefs, which ( by reaſon of 
the inflammation and fumes thereof ) is called, 

The Portion of God, by which his aftcction ard 
Kai ( tending, to Gods Glory, and aſcending 


; 
th, . 


— ——— we 4,4 @ 


Z 


=D 


LA 


— —2—— —_-—_— ﬀ a> 
— - — coo S D > —_— 
- 


_— 


_— ——— - 


_ 


_— CE es 


omen SL. 


"2 

Cl 
* 1A 

* q - 

bo 
” 
” 
a , 
_ wy — : F Lg * ? 
- w >—— - _ —_— | 
= — _ 
” > _ — - ſmmg—— _ _ % 
y_ i PE" , y- —— ——_— Pm — —— — - —<—-Y —— FT alk pw” . 
—_—_ - - - a <—_—_—_ — jy. | 
— - ” _— CO cnn i ——__ _—_—_— ——— - - - ene ow Mm —_— _ ey 4 $ 
——— - - + DOS ou ed oe oe ns > —_——— al. TK oe D 2 Py — - - - . S_ — " -— —_ —_ - _— g_ = w— = 
_— 4 _= _ - J—_ _ p_—_ — an— —__ . pw —__ u = = - gammm — Nu ——_ —— 3 | —— 
x > ——— = _ %” O_o _ — P_— I — A — —— — _ pong —— - pe R 
— —— _ « M_ , — — —_ — — _— ———O——- — © ——_ = > - _— - — m_ - - 4 —O——— —_ -. %s . 
et 4 _ 4 n. ot — I - - —_ oo —_ _— 5 $9 — . -- _ oy - - -_ ——_— —_— - y 
© th F 6 w = ——-_ —_— _ - ” - % 4 4 
==s® = = —_ - > —_ z _ - _ —_ _ = a ————_— ——— To ut * * -——— - 4 
- —_ 
+ ———_——— - J——_ AN 4 — —_— dS yg —_ 5 -* - 
$4 m - —- - _ — _ " I -—- 
- - " — - 
9 
4 Ce AS 
as <> —— 
abs  < CC—__ oy 
DO qy——_ ” —_ 
_ —_ Dn id w — a Gh=—_— 
-- % A _ 
* 
—_ - - 
- - ” - 
- « 6 
- - 


Loa 


—_— 


—— 
0 "_ V 45 now ao Im —— . £ 


SO —=_r ——_—__ ———_— — ——_— 
DD pn a —_ _ 
*® = © J 

| —_— 


CAA uu CC CCC —_s_ 


'$ TITTS) TITTY : ' = "i 
Bl ODIN RFIPU CUT TT r SPS ro PD abr TR bk 


- _ 


| | wah 96 TheWiſdomof the Ancients. | 


towards Heaven ) is ſignified. In him alfoare 
contained the bowels of Charity, and in him is | 
found that good and wholeſome fleſh. Whereas 
in the other, there is nothing but dry and naked 
Bones, which nevertheleſs do ſtuff up the Hide, 
and make it appear like a fair and goodly Sacri- 
fice: By this may be well meant thoſe external 


and vain rites, and empty Ceremonies by which 
men do oppreſs and hill up the ſincere worſhip of 
God, things compoſed rather for oftentation than * 
any way conducing to true piety. Neither do 
they hold it ſufficient to offer ſuch mock-ſacrih- 
ces unto God, except they alſo lay them before 
him, as if he had choſen and beſpoke them, 
Certainly the Prophet in the Perſon of God,doth 
thus expoſtulate concerning this choice. Eſa. 59, 
5. Num tandem hoc eft illud jejunium, quod ELEGT, 
at homo animam ſuam in diem unum affligat, & ca: 
put inſtar junceti demittat ? 1s it ſuch a faſt, that 
I have choſen, that a man ſhould aMict his ſoul 
for a day, and to bow down his head like a Bul- 
ruſh ? _— 

Having now toucht the ſtate of Religion, the 
Parable converts it {elf to the manners and con- 

_ ditions of Human Life. And it is'a common, but 
apt interpretation, by Pandora to be meant plea- 
ſureand voluptuouſneſs, which (when the civil | 
Lite is pampered with too much Art, and culture, 
and ſuperfluity ) is ingendred, as it were, by 
the efficacy of Fire, and therefore the work of 
yoluptuouſneſs is attributed unto Yulcan, who = 
allo himſelf doth repreſent Fire. From wa do 
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infinite miſeries, together with too late repen- 


ance, proceed and overflow the minds, and bo- 
dies,, and fortunes of Men, and that not only 


| in reſpect of particular eſtates, but even over 


Kingdoms and Common-wealths : for from this 
Fountain have Wars, tumults and tyrannies de- 


| jived their original. . 


But it would be worth the labour to conſider 
how elegantly and proportionably this Fable 


| doth delineate two Conditions, or (as I ma 
ay) two Tables or examples of Human Life, 


under the Pexfons of Prometheus or Epimetheus : 
for they that are of Epimetheus his Sect, are im- 


 provident, not foreſeeing, what may come to 


pals hereafter, eſtecming that beſt which ſeems 
moſt ſweet for the preſent z whence it happens 
thatthey are overtaken with many mileries, dif- 
hculties, and calamitics, and fo lead their Lives 
almoſt in perpetual aMiction, but yet notwith- 
ſtanding they pleaſe their fancy, and out of ig- 
norance of the paſſages of things, do entertain 
many vain hopes in their mind, whereby they 


ſometimes (as with {weet Dreams) {olace them- 


ſelves, and {weeten the miſeries of their Life. 
But they that are Promethers his Scholars, are 
Men endued with prudence, forelceivg things 
to come warily, ſhunning and avoiding many 
evils and misfortunes. But to thele their good 
properties they have this alſo aunexcd, that they 
deprive theraſelves, and defraud their Genizs of: 
many lawful pleaſures, and divers recreations, 
and ( which is worſe _) they vex and FO 
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itil themſelves with cares and troubles, and inteſtine 
Alte fears : For being chained to the Pillar of neceſ. | 
NIE ſity, they are afflicted with innumerable cogi- | 
Nik tations ( which becauſe they are very {wift, may 
wht be titly compared to an Eagle ) and thoſe gri- | 
MLA ping> and as it were, gnawing and devouring | 
AI: the Liver, unleſs ſomecimesas it were by Night, | 
2A it may be they get alittle Recreation and eaſe of 
AR Mind, but. ſo, as that they are again ſuddenly 
EI TINA aſſaulted with freſh anxictics and fears, 
ARIEL Therefore this benefit happens to but a. very 
ABR: | ' few of either condition, that they ſhould re- 
la 49i \ tain the commodities of Providence, and free 
FH: themſelves from the miſcries of care and per- 
(THER turbation 3 neither indeed can any attain unto | 
STRATA it, but by the aſhſtance of Hercwles, that is, for- | 
LAT titude and conſtancy of mind, which is prepa+ || 
| i of rcd for every event, and armed in all fortunes, | 
We foreſceing without fear, enjoying without loath- | 
DIIR ivg, and {uftering without impatience. It is | 
RAVE li worth the noting alſo, that this vertue was not | 
MA natural to Prometheus, but adventitial and from | 
Ki the indulgence of another : for no in-bred and | 


natural fortitude is able to encounter with thele |: 
miſeries. Moreover . this vertue was received | 
and brought unto him from the remoteſt part of | 
the Ocean, and from the Sun, that is, from Wil- | 
dom as from the Sun 3 and from the Meditation | 
of Inconltancy, or of the Waters of Human Lite, | | 
as from che ſailing upon the Ocean 3 which two, || 
Virgil hath well conjoyncd in theſe Verſes 3 

; | 
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Felix qui potuit rerum cognoſcere cauſas : 
Quique metus omnes, & imexorabile fatum 


Subjecit pedibus,. ſtrepitumque Acherontys avari. 


> A tn a AAA AE OE 


| Happy is he that knows the cauſe of things, 

| And that with Dauntleſs courage treads upon 
All Fear and Fates, relentleſs threatnings, 
And greedy. Throat of roaring Acheron. 


- Moreover, It 1s elegantly added tor the conſo- 
 ktion and confirmation of Mens Minds, that 
this noble Heroe crofſt the Occan in a Cup or 
Pan, leſt peradventure, they might too much 
far that the ſtraits and frailty of their nature 
will not be capable of this fortitude and conſtan- 


| 


\<y, Of which very thing Seneca well concei- 


ved, when he faid, Magnumeſt habere ſimul fra- 


| flitetem hominis, @ ſecuritatem Dei, It 15 2 great . ki 1 
| matter for Human Frailty and Divine Security i | 
| tobe one and the ſelE- ſame time, in one aud the it” 
kf ſame Subject, ſ.. 
But now we are to ſtep back a little again to .i 
nat,, which by premeditation we palt over, leli i 
| abreach ſhould be made in thoſe things that li 
were 10. linkt together. © That therefore which | 1; 
| could touch here is that laft Crime imputcd to = tht 
Prometheus, about ſeeking to bercave hinervs Wi + 
| df hex Virginity : For queliionlels, it was this l | 
| aivous offence that brought that puniſhment of [: | 
 &youring his Liver. upon him 3 which is no- Bi  |- 
| ling elſe but to ſhew, that when we are putt If || 
| ay || | | 
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up with too much Learning and Science, they 
£0 about oftentimes to make even Divine Ora- 
cles ſubject to Sence and reaſon, whence moſt 
certainly follows a continual diftraGtion, and 
reſtleſs griping of. the Mind z we mult therefore, 
with a ſober and humble judgment , diftin- 
gniſh between Humanity and Divinity, and 
between the Oracles of Sence, and the Myſte- 
ries of Faith, unleſs an Heretical Religion, and 
a commentitious Philoſophy be plealing unto 
us. 

Laſtly, It remains that we ſay ſomething of 
the Games of Prometheus, performed with Butn- 
ing Torches, which again hath reference to 
Arts and Sciences, as that Fire,” in whoſe Me- 
mory and Celebration, theſe Games were inſit 
tuted, and it contains in it a moſt wiſe adtnoni- 
tion, that the perteFion of Sciences is to beex- 
pected from Succeſſion, not from the nimblenels 
and promptneſs of one only Author : for they 
that are nimbleſt in Courſe , and ſtrongeſt 1 
Contention, yet happily have not the luck to 
keep Fire ſtill in their Torch 3. ſeeing it may be 
as well extinguiſhed by running too faſt, as by 
going too flow, And this running and contene 
ding with Lamps, ſeems long (ince to be inter- 
mitted, fſecing all Sciences ſeem even now t0 
flouriſh moſt in their firſt Authors, Ariſtatlt 
Galen, Exclid, and- Ptolomy, Succeſſion having 
neither effe&ed, nor almoſt attempted any 
great matter, It were therefore to be wilhed, 
that thele Games, in honour of Ow: 0p 

man 


The Wiſdom of the Ancients, gx 


Human Nature were again reſtored, and that 


matters ſhould receive ſucceſs by Combate and 
Emulation, and not hang upon any one mains 
ſparkling and ſhaking Torch. Men therefore 
are to be admoniſhed to rouſe up their Spirits, 
and try their ſtrengths and turns, and not refer 
all to the opinions and brains of a few, 

And thus have 1 delivered that which I 
thought good to obſerve out of this ſo well 
known and common Fable ; and yet I will not 
deny but that there may be ſome things in it, 
which have an admirable conſent with the My- 
ſeries of Chriſtian Religion, and eſpecially that 
Sailing of Hercwles in a Cup ( to ſet Prometbeus 
at iberty ) ſeems to repreſent an Itnage of the 
Divine Word, coming, in flcſh as in a frail Veſſel 


toredeem Man from the ſlavery of Hell. . But I 


have interdicted my Pen all liberty in this kind, 
pl I thould uſe ſtrange Fire at the Altar of the 
ord. 
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SCYLLA and ICARVUS, or 
the Middle-way. 


\ FEDIOCRITY or the Middle-way 

/ | is moſt commended in moral actions, 

n contemplative Sciences not ſo celebrated , 
though no leſs profitable and commodious: But 
in political imployments to be uſed with great 
iced and judgment, The Ancients by the way 
| Pre- 
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preſcribed to Tearus, noted the Mediocrity of 
Manners ; and by. the way between Scyl/a and 
Charybdis ( fo famous for difficulty and danger ) 
the Mediocrity of intellectual operations. 
Tar being to crols the Sea by flight, wax 
commanded by his Father that he ſhould fly 
neither too high nor toolow, for his Wings be- 
ing joyned with Wax, if he ſhould mount too 
high, it was to be feared left the Wax would 
melt by the heat of the Sun, and it too low, leſt 
miſty Vapours of the Sca would make it leſs 
tenacious : But he in a youthful jollity ſoaring 
too high fell down headlong and periſhed in the 
Water. . 
The Parable is cafic and vulgar: for the way 
of vertue lies ina direct path between excelsand 


defect, Neither is it a wonder that Icarus pe- 


rilhed by excels, ſeeing that excels for the molt 
part, is the peculiar fault of Youth, as defect is 
of Age, and yet of two evil and hurttal ways; 
Youth commonly makes choice -of the better, 
dete& being always accounted worlt : for 
whereas excels contains ſome {parks of magna- 
nimity, and, like a Bird, claims Kindred of the 
Heavens, defe& only like a baſe Worm crawls 
upon the Earth. Excellently therefore (aid He- 
raclitus, Lumen ficcum, optima anima, A dry light 


1s the beſt Soul; for if the Soul contract mol- 


{ture from the Earth is becomes degenerate alto- 
gether. Again on the other ſide, there muli be 
moderation uſed, that this light be ſubtilized by 


much 


this laudable ficcity, and not deſtroyed by tov 
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| much fervency. And thus much every man for - 
| the molt part knows, 

| _ Now they that would fail between Scylls and 
Charybdis muſt be furniſhed , as well with the 
Skill, as proſperous ſucceſs in Navigation: for if 
their Ships fall into Scylla they are Split on the 
Rocks : if into Charybdy they ate ſwallowed'up 
of a Gult. - | : 

The Moral of this parable ( which we will 
but brietly touch, although it contain matter of 
inhnite contemplation ) feems to be this, that 
| in every Art and Science, and fo in their Rules 

and Axtoms, there be a mean obſerved between 
the Rocks of diſtinctions, and the Gulfs of Uni- 
| verſalities 3 which two are famous for the wrack 


| both of Wits and Arts, 


6 ; —_ " 


=. 
, - 
* . a 
” 
A 
- 


SP H INX, or Science. 


b Pu E Y fay that Spbynx was a Monſter of 
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divers forms, as having the face and voice 4; 
of a Virgin, the Wings of a Bird, and the Ta- ﬀ 
lons of a Gryphin. His abode was in a Moun- is 
tin near the City of Thebes, he kept alſo the F 


 High-ways, and uſed to lie in Ambulh for Tra- 
| vellers, and fo to ſurprize them : To whom (be- (if 
| ingin his power ) he prepounded certain dark oy 
and intricate Riddles, which were thought to _ | 
have been given and teccived of the Muſes: i | 
Now if theſe miſerable Captives were not able \f 
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94 TheWiſdomof the Ancients. 
inſtantly to reſolve and interpret them inthe 
midſt of their difficulties and doubts, ſhe would 
rend and tear them in pieces. The Countrey 
groanivg a lorg, time under this Calamity, the 
Thebans at laſt propounded the Kingdom as a xe 
ward unto him that could interpret the Riddles 
of Sphynz, there being no other way to deſtroy | 
hcr. Whereupon Oedipus (a man of piercing 
and deep Judgment, but Maimed and Lame by 
reaſon of holes bored in his Feet ) moved wth 
the hope of ſo greata reward, acccpted the con- | 
dition, and determined to put it to the hazard, 
and ſo with an undaunted and bold ſpirit, pre- 

{ented hunſelf before the Monſter, who asked 
him what Creature that was, which after his 
birth went firſt upon four Feet, next upon two, 
then upon three, and laſtly upon four Feet again; 
an{wered forthwith that it was Man, whichin 
his infancy, immediately aſter birth crawls upon 
all four, ſcarce ventring to creep, and not long | 
after ſtands upright upon two tect, then grow- = 
ivg old he leans upon a ſtaff, wherewith he ſup- 
ports himfclf, ſo that he may ſeem to have three 
fect, and at laſt, in decrepid years, his ftrength 
failivg him, he falls groveling again upon tour, 
and lies Bed-rid, © Having therefore by this true | 
an{wer gotten the victory, he inſtantly ſlew this 
Sphynx, and (laying her body upon an Als ) 
Jcads it, as it were, in triumph : And fo (accor- 


ding to the condition ) was created King of the | 
4 bebans . | | 
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This Fable contains i it no. leſs, wiſdom than: 


elegancy, and it ſeems to. point at Science, efpe- 
cially that which is joyned with praGtice, for Sci- 
ence may not ablurdly be-texrmed a Monſter, as: 
being by the 1gnorant and rude multitude always 
held in admiration. It js diverſe in ſhape and 
hgure, by reaſon of the infinite variety of Sub- 
jc&s, wherein tt is.converſant.A Maiden face and 
voice is attributed unto it for its gracious counte= 
nance and volubility of tongue. Wings are ad-= 
ded, becauſe Sciencesandtheir Inventions do paſs 
and fly from one to another, as it were. in a mo= 
ment, {eeipg that thecommunication of Science 
1sas the kindling of one light at another, Ele- 

antlyalſo it is feigned to have ſharp and hooked 
Flons , becauſe the Axioms and Arguments of 
Science do {o faſten upon the mind, and fo 


firongly apprehend and hold it, as that it ſtir not 


or evade, which is notcd alſo by the Divine Pht- 
lolopher, Eccleſc 12.11. Verba ſapientum (faith 
he) ſunt tanquam aculei & veluti clavi in altum 
defixi, The words of the wiſe are like Goads, 
| and like Nails driven far in, 

' Moreover , all Science feems to be placed in 


ſteep and high Mountains as being thought to” 


be a lofty and high thing, looking down upon 


ignorance with a ſcorntul eye, It may be ob- 


ſaved and ſeen alſoa great way, and far in com- 
pals, as things ſet on the tops of Mountains. 

Furthermore, Science may well be feigned to 

| beſet the High-ways, becauſe which way ſoever 

we turn in this Progreſs and Pilgrimage of Hu- 
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96 TheWiſdom of the Ancients. 
man Lite, we meet with ſome matter or occaſion 
offered for contemplation; 

Sphynx 1s ſaid to have received from the Mu- 
ſes, divers difhcult Queſtions and Riddles, and 


to propound them unto men, which remaining 
with the Muſes, are-free ( it may be _)) from fa- 


vage cruelty 3 for {ov long as there is no other end 
ct ftudy and meditation, than to know, The 
underſtanding 1s not racked and impriſoned, but 
cnjoys Freedom and Liberty, and even in doubts 


| and variety, tinds a kind of pleaſure and dele- 


Cation : But when once theſe Afnigmaes are de- 


livered by the Muſes to Sphynx, that is, to pra- 


tile, ſo thatit be follicited and urged by action, 
and election, and determination 3 then they be- 
gin to be troubleſome and raging, and unleſs 
they be reſolved and expedited, they do wonder- 
fully torment-and vex the minds of men, diſtra- 
&ing,and ina mannerrending them into ſundry 
parts. 

Moreover, there is always a twofold conditi- 
on propounded with Sphynx her Anigmaes : To 
him that dota not expound them, diltra&tion of 
mind and to him that doth, a Kingdom for 

he that knows that which he ſought to know, 


| hath attained the end he aimed at, and every At- 


tificer alſo commands over his work. _ 
Of Sphynx her Riddlcs, they are generally 


two kinds; ſome concerning the nature of 


things, others touching the nature of Man. 0 
alſo there are two kinds of Empires, as rewards 
to thoſe that reſolve them, The one over Na- 

ture, 
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The|Wiſdomof the Ancients 97 
ture, the other, over men; for the proper and 
chick end of true Natural Philoſophy is to com- 
mand and {way over Natural Beings; as Bodies, 
Medicines, Mechanical Works, and infinite 0- 
| ther things; altnough the School ( being con- 
| tentwith ſuch things as are offered, and priding 
' it ſelf with ſpeeches _) dothnegled realities and 
works, treading them as it were under foot. 
But that Asnigma propounded to Oedipus ( by 
means of which he obtained the Theban Em- 
| . pire) belonged to the Nature of Man : For 
whoſoever doth throughly confider the Nature 
- of Man, may be in a manner the contriver of 
of his own fortune, and is born to command, 
which is well ſpoken of the Roman Arts ; 
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He tibi erunt Artes 


= | | 
Roman remember, that with Scepters awe b 
Thy Realms thou rule. Theſe Arts let be thy | | 


| Tu regere imperio populos, Romane memento. 1 
Law. 

It was therefore very appolite, that Augz- 
fius Ceſar ( whether by premeditation, or by 2 | 
chance ) bare a Sphynx in his Signet : For he | 
| (if ever any ) was famous not only in. Political þ ! 
Government, but in all the courſe: of his lite 3 le 
| hehappily diſcovered many new Anigmaes con- i 

cerning the Nature of Man, which if he had — || 
_ | notdone wich dexterity and promptnels, he had | | 
| | often-times faln into imminent danger and de- hl 
_ | finRgion, BR More- | 


, 


- 
. 
— NE Og 
Fw , 
4 . 
- 


OE Oo EET 


_ — 


=. 
- + ico SECT Gn AB < 


O38 The Wiſdom of the Ancients. 

Moreover, It is added in the Fable, that the 
Body of Sphynx, when {ſhe was overcome, was 
Jaid upon an Aſs 3 which indeed is an elegant 
fiction, ſeeing there is nothing 10 acute and 
abſtruſe, but ( being well underſtood and 
divulged ) may be apprehended by a flow ca- 
pacity. 

Neither is it to he omitted, that Sphynx was 
overcome by a 'man lame in'his teet 'tor when 
'men are too {ſwift of foot, and too ſpeedy of pace 
1n hafting to Sphynx her ZEnigwaes, 1t'comes to 

paſs, that (ſhe getting the upper. hand ) their 
wits and mindsare rather diſtracted by diſputa- | 
tions, . than that ever they-come to command by 


Works and Effects. 
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PROSERPINA, or Spirit. 


| PÞ- LUTO they fay, being made |King of 
the Infernal Dominions ( by that memo- 
rable diviſion ) was in deſpair of ever attain- 
ing any one of the Superior Goddeſſes inimar- 
'Tlage, eſpecially 'if he ſhould venture ito court 
them, either with words, or with any amorous 
'behaviourz fo that of neceffity he was to lay 
{ſomePlot to get-one-of them by Rapine : Ta- 
kivg therefore the benefit of opportunity, he 
'caught 'up Proſerpina (the Daughter of Ceres, 
'a-Beautitul Virgin ) as {he was gathering Nar- 
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The Wiſdom of the Ancients, og 


carricd her away with him in his Coach to the 
Subterranean Doeminions, where ſhe was wel- 
comed with {uch reſpect, as that ſhe was filed 
the Lady of Diz, But Ceres her Mother, when 
in no place {he ſhould find this her only belo- 
ved Daughter, in a ſorrowtul humour, and di- 


ſtrated beyond meaſure, went compalling the 


whole Earth with a' burning Torch in her 
hand, to {eek and recover this her loſt Child, 
But when{he {aw that all was in vain, ſuppo- 
{img peradventure that the was carried to Hell, 
ſhe importuned Jupiter with many tears and la- 
mentations, that ſhe might be reſtored unto 
her again, and at length prevailed thus far, 
That if the had tafted of nothing in Hell, ſhe 
ſhould have leave to bring her from thence. 
Which condition was as good. as a denial to 
her Petition, Proſerpina having already eaten 


three grains of a Pomegranate. And yet for 


all this, Ceres gave not over her ſuit, but fell 
to Prayers and Moans afreſh. Wherefore 1t 
was at laſt granted, that ( the year being divi- 
ded ) Proſerpina ſhould by alternate _courles , 
remain one {ix moneths with her Husband, and 
other fix moneths with her Mother. Notlong 
alter this, - Theſeus and Perithous 1n an over- 
hardy adventure, attempted to fetch her trom 
Plutoes Bed, , who being weary with "Travel, 
and fitting down upon a-ftone in "Hell to reſt 
themſelves, had not the power 'to riſe again, 
but ſate there for ever. Proſerpina therefore 
remained Queen of Hell, in whoſe honour there 
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was this great priviledg granted, That although 
it were enacted, that none that went down to. 
Hell ſhould have: the power ever to return from 
thence 3 yet was this fingular exception annex- 
ed to this Law, That it any preſented Proſer. 
pina with a Golden Bough, it {ſhould be lawfil 
tor him to go and come at his pleaſure, Now 
there was but one only ſuch a Bough in a ſpa- 
_ cious and ſhady Grove, which was not a plant 
neither of it (elf, but budded from a Tree of 
another kind, like a Rope of Gum, which 
being pluckt oft, another would inſtantly ſpring 
Out, | - 

This Fable ſeems to pertain to Nature, and 
to dive into that rich and plentiful efficacy and 
variety of {ubalternal creatures, from whom 
whatſoever we have.is derived.and to themdoth 
again return. = : 

By Proſerpina, the Ancients meant that Fthe- 
real ſpirit, which (being ſeparated fromthe up- 
uy Globe ) is ſhut up and detained under the | 


Earth ( repreſented by Plzto  ) which the Poct 
well expreſſed thus; | 


Sve recens telius, ſeduftaque nuper ab alto 
Hthere, cagnati retinebat ſemina cali, 


Whether the Youngling Tellus (that of late 
Was from the high-rcar'd Zther ſeparate ) 
Did yet contain her Teeming Womb within 
'The living Seeds of Heayen, her nearclt kin, 


Thus 
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This Spirit is feigned to be rapted by the 
Earth, becauſe nothing can with-hold it, when 
it hath time and leiſure to eſcape. It is 
therefore caught and ſtaid by a ſudden con- 
traction, no otherwiſe than if a man ſhould go 


-about to mix Air with Water,which can be done 


by no means, but by a ſpeedy and rapid agitati- 
on, as may be ſeen in froth, wherein the Air is 
rapted by the Water. HEE 

Neither. 15 it elegantly added that Proſey- 
pina was rapt as ſhe was gathering Narciſſus 
Flowers in the Valleys, becauſe Narciſſus hath 
his Name from flownels or flupidity : for 
indeed then 1s this Spirit moſt prepared and 
fitted to be ſnatcht by terreſtrial matter, when 
it begins to-be coagulated, and become as it 
were ſlow. 

Rightly is Proſerpina. honoured more than 


| any of the other Gods Bed-fellows, in be- 


ing tiled the Lady of Dis, becauſe this 
Spirit doth rule and ſway all things in thoſe 
lower Regions, Plzto abiding ſtupid and igno- 
rant. | 

This Spirit the power celeſtial ( ſhadow- 
ed by Ceres ) ſtrives, with infinite ſedulity, 
to recover and get again: For that brand 
or burning Torch of ther ( which Ceres 
carried in her hand }) doth doubtleſs fignt- 
tie the Sun, which enlightneth the whole Cir- 
cuit of the Earth, and would be of greateſt mo- 


OR to recover Proſerpina, it poſſibly it might 
DC, 
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But Proſerpina abides till, the reaſon of 
which is accurately and excellently propoun- 
ded in the conditions between Fwpiter and Ce- 
res: For firſt it 1s moſt certain there are two 
ways to keep Spirit in {ſolid and terreſtrial 
matter : The one by conſtipation and obſtru- 
&tion, which is meer imprifonment and .con- 
firaintz the other by adminiſtration or pro- 
portionable nutriment, which it receives wil- 
lingly and of its own accord: For after that the 
included Spirit begins to feed and nouriſh it 
Felf, it makes no haſte to be gone, but is, as 
it were, linkt to its Earth: And this is poin- | 
ted at by Proſerpina her eating of Pomegra- 
natez which if (he had not done, (he hadlong 
fince been recovered by Ceres with her Torch, 
compaliing the Earth. Now as concerning 
that Spirit which is in Metals and Minerals, 
it is .chiefly perchance reſtrained 'by the foll- | 
dity of Maſs : But that which is in Plants and 
Animals, inhabits a porous Body, and hath 0- 
pen paſſage to be gone in a manner as it liſts, 
were it not that it willingly abides of its own | 
accord, by reaſon of the reliſh'it finds in its | 
entertainment, The ſecond condition concer- | 

| 
| 


ning the {fix Moneths Cuſtom, it is no other 
than an clegant deſcription of the diviſion of | 
the Year, ſeeing this Spirit mixt with the | 1 
Earth appears above Ground in vegetable bo- | 1 
dies during the Summer Moneths, and in the | 
Winter ſinks down again. Ki 
| ( 
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The Wiſdom of the Ancients. 103 
Now as concerning, Theſeus and Perithors and © 
their attempt to bring Proſerpina quite away 3 
themeaning of it 1s, thatit oftentimes comes to 
paſs, that lome more ſubtile ſpirits deſcending 
with divers bodies to the Earth, never come to 
ſuck of any ſubalternal Spirit, whereby to unite 
it unto them, and ſo to bring it away: Buton 
the contrary are coagulated themſelves, and ne- 
ver riſe more, that Proſerpina {ſhould be by that 
means augmented with inhabitants and domi- 
nion. 
| All that wecan fay concerning that Sprig of 
| Gold is hardly able to defend us from the vio- 
+ Jence of the Chymicks , 1 in this regard they 
{ct upon us, ſ{ccing they promiſe by that their 
Elixar to effe&t Golden Mountains, andthe re- 
ſtoring, of Natural Bodies, as it were, from the 
portal of Hell, Butconcerning Chymiltry, and 
thoſe perpetual {ſuitors for that Philoſophical 
| Elixar, we know certainly that their Theory is 
' without grounds, and weſulpect that their Pra- 
Ctice-alſo is without certain reward. And there- 
tore ( omitting theſe ) of this Jaſt part of the 
parable, thisis my opinion, I am induced to be- if 
lieve by many Figures of the Ancients, that the | 
conſervation and reſtauration of natural Bodies, 
| in {ome ſort, was not eſteemed by them as a 
| thing 1mpoſlible to beattained, but as a thing 
obſtruſe and: full of difficulties, and ſo they ſeem 
to-intimate in this place, when they report that 
this one only Sprig was found among infinite 
other 'Trees.in a huge and thick Wood, which 


they | 
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they feigned to be of Gold, becauſe Gold is the 
the badg of perpetuity, and to be artificially ag 
it were inſerted, becauſe this effect is to be rather 
hoped for from Art, than from any Medicine, or 
{imple or natural means, | 


METIS, or Counſel. 


HE Ancient Poets report that Jupiter 
took Metis to Wite, whoſe Name doth 


plainly ſignifie Counſel, and that ſhe by him. 


conceived, Which when he found, not tarry- 
ing, the time of her deliverance, devours both 
her and that which ſhe went withall, by which 


- means Fupiter himſelf became with Child, and 


was delivered of a wondrous birth 3 tor out of 
his head oribrain came forth Pallas Armed. 

The Senſe of this Fable ( which at firſt ap- 
prehenſion, may ſeem monſifous and abſurd } 
contains in it a ſecret of State, to wit, with 
what policy Kings are wont to carry themlelves 
towards their Counſellors, whereby they may 
not only 'preſerve their Authority and Majelty 
free and entire, but alſo that it may be the 
more extolled and dignified of the people: For 
Kings being as it were tied and coupled in 
a Nuptial bond to their Counſellors, do tru- 
ly conceive that communicating with them a 
bout the affairs of greateſt importance, do yet 


detract nothing fromtheir own Majeliy. 4 
b_— when 
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when any Matter comes to be cenſured or de- | 
creed ( which 15 a birth ) there do they con- 
fine and- reſtrain the liberty of their Counſel- 
lors3 left that which is dene ſhould ſeem to 
be hatcht by their Wiſdom and Judgment. 
$ as at: laſt Kings ( except it be in ſuch mat- 
ters as are diſtaſitul and maligned, which they 
always will be ſure to put off from them- 
| ſelves) -do affume the honour and praiſe of 
| all matters that are ruminated in Council, and 
.a5 it were, formed in the womb, whereby the 
| reſolution and execution (which becauſc it pro- 
| ceeds from power, and implics neceſſity, is c- 
| legantly ſhadowed under the figure of Pallas 
| Armed ) ſhall ſeem to proceed wholly from 
| themſelves. Neither {ufficeth it, that it is done ' 
 'by the Authority of the King , by his meer 
| will and free applauſe, except withal, this be 
| added and appropriated as to iflue out of his 
| own head or brain, intimating, that out of 
| his own Judgment, Wiſdom, and Ordinance, 
| It was only invented and derived. 
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The STREN E S, or Pleaſnres. 


T to have been applied to the pernitious 
allurements of Pleaſure, but in a very vulgar 
and groſs manner. And therefore to me it 
appears, that the Wiſdom of the Ancients have 
with a farther reach or inſight ſtrained deeper 
matter out of them, not unhke the Grapes ill 
preſt 3 from which, though ſome liquor were 
drawn, yet the beſt was left behind. Theſe 
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Syrens are {aid to be the Daughters of Ache- * 


Tous and Terpfichore one of the Muſes. Who 
in their hrſt being were winged, but after raſh- 
ly entring into contention with the Mules, 


were by them vanquiſhed, and deprived of their 


Wings. Of whoſe pluckt out Feathers the 
Muſes made themſelves Coronets, fo as ever 
fince that time all the Muſes have attired them- 
{elves with plumed heads, except Terpfichore 
only , that was mother to the Syrens, The 
Habitation of the Syrens was in certain plea- 
{ant Ulands, from whence as ſoon as out of 
their watch-tower they diſcovered any (hips 
approaching, with their {weet tunes they would 
firſt entice and ſtay them, and having them in 
their power would deftroy them. Neither was 


their {ong plain and ſingle, but conſilting of 
ſuch variccy of melodious tunes ſo fitting and 


delight- 
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HE Fable of the Syrens ſeems: rightly 
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deighting the ears that heard them, as that 
it raviſhed and betrayed all paſſengers. And 
fo great were the milchiefs they did, that theſe 
Ifes of the Syrens, even as far off as man'car 
ken them, appeared all over white with the 
| bones of unburicd Carcafſes. For the reme-' 
| dying of this miſery a double means was at laſt 
| found out, the one by Ulyſſes, the other by 
| Orpheus. Ulyſſes ( to make experiment of his 
| device ) cauſed all the ears of his company to | 
| be ſtopt with Wax, and made himſelt to be | 
bound to the Main Maſt, with ſpecial com- i 
| mandment to his Mariners not to be looſed; | 
| albeit himſelf ſhould require them ſo to do. But 
| Orpheus neglected and diſdained tobe fo bound, 
with a (hrill and ſweet voice ſinging praiſes 
of the gods to his Harp, ſuppreſt the ſongs | 
of the Syrens, and fo freed himſelf from their t 
danger. = E 
| This Fable hath rclation to mens manners, | 
| and contains in it a manifeſt. and moſt excea- 1 
' ent Parable: For pleaſures do for the moſt ': 
| proceed out of the abundance and ſuperfluity F 
| of all things, and alſo out of the delights and = | 
jovial contentments of the mind: the which 
| ae wont ſuddenly, as it were, with winged jp: 
| ticements to raviſht and rapt mortal men, But 'Y 
karning and education brings it ſo to paſs, as 
| that it reſtrains and bridles mans mind, making 
|tfo to conſider the ends and events of things, 
s that it clips the wings of pleaſure. And 
tis was greatly to the honour and renown wi 
nec 
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the Muſes; for after that by ſome examples; 


it was made manifeſt, that by the power. of 
Philoſophy, vain pleaſures might grow contem- 
ptible 3 it preſently grew to great eſteem, asa 
thing that could raiſe and elevate the mind 
aloft, that ſeemed to be baſe and fixed to the 
Earth, make the cogitations of the men (which 
do ever.reſide in the head ) to be #thereal, 
and as it were winged. But that: the Mother 
of the Syrens was left to her fect, and with- 
_ out wingsz that no doubt 1s. no otherwiſz 
meant, than of light and {ſuperficial learning, 
appropriated. and defined only to pleaſures, as 
were thoſe which Petronzus devoted himſelf 
unto, after he had received his fatal ſentence; 
and having his "foot, as it were, upon the 
threſhold of death, ſought to give himſelf all 
delightful contentments; inſomuch , as when 
he had cauſfed- conſolatory Letters to be ſent 
him, he would peruſe none of them (: as Tac 

tus xeports ) that ſhould give him courage and 

conſtancy, but only read fantaſtical Verles, ſuch 

as thele are: 


Vrvams, meg Lesbia, atque amemy FT, 
Rumoreſque Senum ſeveriorum, 
Omnnes unius eſtinemns Aſſis. 


My Les64a, let uslive and love : 
Though wayward Dotards us reptove; 
_ . Weightneir words light for our behove; 
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Inquirant triſtes, legumque examing. ſervent. 


; Let doting Granfires know the Law, 
And right and wrong obſerve with awe: | 
Tet them in that ſtrict circle draw. 


This kind of Doctrine would ealily perſwade 
to take theſe plumed Coronets from the Mu- 


Sens, Theſe Syrens are.ſaid to dwell in re- 
mote Iſles, for that pleaſures love privacy and 


pany of. people. - The Syrens Songs are ſo vul- 
arly underſiood, together with the deceits-and 
danger of them, as that they need no expoli- 
ton, But that of the Bones appearing, iike 
white Cliffs, and deſcried afar off, hath more 
cuteneſs in it : For thereby 1s {tgnthed, that 
abcit the examples of aflitions be manifeſt 
and eminent 3 yet do they not ſufficiently de- 


As for the remainder of this Parable, though 
t be not over myſtical, yet it is very grave 
nd excellent :; For in it are ſet. out three re- 
nedies. for this violent enticing, miſchief 3 ta 
mt, two from Philoſophy, and one from Re- 
lion, The firſt means to ſhun theſe inor- 
linate pleaſures is, to withſtand and relilt them 
"wp ; (38. . in 
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Jura Senes norint, &-quid ſit faſque nefaſque, 


ſes, and to reſtore the Wings again to the. 


tired places, ſhunning always too much com- 


kr us from the wicked enticements of pleaſures, 
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1n their beginnings, and ſeriouſly to ſhun al oc- | 
| cafions that are offered to bebauſh and entice the | - 
mind, which is ſignified in that ſtopping of the 
ears and that remedy- is properly uſed by the 
meaner and baſerſort-of people, as-it were, U- 
 tyſſes Followers or Mariners; whereas more hero- | - 
ick and noble Spirits, may boldly. converle eych | / 
in the midſt of theſe ſeducing pleaſures, if with 
a reſolved conftancy they ſtand upon their guard," 
and fortitie their minds3 and fo take: greater | 

contentment in the tryal and experience of this 
their approved vertue ;, learning rather through- 
ly to underſtand the follies :and vanities of thoſe 

Pleaſures by Contemplation, than by ſubmiſſion, 
Which Solomon avouched of himſelf; when he: 
reckoned up: the multitude of thoſe ſolaces and... 


2 Be 
pleaſures wherein he ſ wa 1m, doth conclude with NY 
this SENEENCE. (rn egg | ba t 
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$ apientia quoque perſeveraba Mecitne ; 
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[Wildom alſo continued: with me. | Os 
Pa 


Therefore theſe Herner wad Spirits of high | 
cellet Temper, even in the midſt of theſe'e enti- | 
cing Pleaſures, can ſhew themſelves conliantdnd by 
| Invincible, .and are able to ſupport ,t#eir own |. 
vertuous inclination, againſt allheady and forci, |. 
ble perſwaſions whatſoever as bythe exainple | 

.'. of UViyſes that ſo:peremptorily interdidted alt, 
_peſtilent Counſels and flatteries of his Comps 


nions, as the moſt dangerous and | —S he 
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ſons to captivate the Mind. But 'of all other 
. remedies in-this.caſe, that of Orphezxes is moſi 
predominant z For they thatchaunt and reſound 
the praiſes of the gods, confound and difipate 
the voices and incantations of the Syrens, "Fo 
. Divine Meditations do not only in power ſubdue 
/.all ſenſual pleaſures; but alſo far exceed them in 
/ pntineſs anddelight. 
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\ Aſſandra, or Divination. Page I; 
Typhon, or a Rebel. 3 
 TheChyclops, or the Miniſters of Terror. - 6 
| Narciſſus, or Selt-Love. DO. 
1 Styx, or Leagues, = 0 
Pan, or Nature. I2 
Perſeus, or War. 24. 
Endymion, oi a Favourit, 29 
The Si Siſter of the Gyants, or Fame. 3k 
Aeon and Pentheus, or a Curious Man. 32 
Orpbeus, or Philoſophy. 34 
Celam, or Beginnings. 39 
Proteus, ox Matter. - 22 - 
Memnon, or a Youth too forward. 45 
T1ythonus, ox Satiety. 46 
Fxno's Suitor, or Baſeneſs. 47 ' 
Cupid, or an Atome. 4S 
Diomedes, or Zeal. | | 53 
Dedalus, ox Mechanick. 57 
Ericthonius, ox Impoſiure. . 609 
Dexcalion, or Reſtitution. 62 
| Nemeſis, or the Viciflitude of things. 63 
| Achelows, or Battel, . 66 
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